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Larissa Libby enters her second 
season as Head Coach of the Gym-
Hawks.  With an Olympic berth, 
two world championship appear-
ances and eight  consecutive NCAA 
National championship appear-
ances, Libby’s experiences as a 
competitor and coach are invalu-
able.  In 2003 Libby earned North 

Central Region Assistant Coach of the Year accolades 
from the National Association of Collegiate Gymnas-
tics Coaches for Women. 

Before Joining the Hawkeyes, Libby served four years 
as the assistant women’s  coach at Louisiana State 
University.  While at LSU, she produced nine beam 
All-Americans, the top-ranked beam team in 1999 and 
helped LSU to four consecutive NCAA championship 
team appearances. 

  As a competitive gymnast, Libby was a member of 
the 1987 Canadian world championship team, where 
she led the team to its best-ever sixth place finish and 
achieved Canada’s first world vault ranking.  Along 
with world recognition, Libby was also a member of 
the Canadian Olympic team in 1988.  She has earned 
more than 30 international individual and event med-
als and was honored as the Canadian Gymnast of the 
Year in 1989 and 1990. 

Tayla Vexler joins the Hawk-
eye staff after serving as interim 
assistant coach for the University 
of Maryland since November, 
2004.  She also served as a gym-
nastics coach and counselor at 
the University of Georgia gym-
nastics Camp each summer from 
1999-2003 and was an assistant 
service manager and production 

supervisor for Cintas Corporation in Lawrenceville 
Georgia from 2003-2004. 

  Vexler competed for the University of Georgia (1999-
2002), earning NCAA All-American honors in 2000 
and 2002.  Vexler earned a bachelor’s degree in Busi-
ness Administration.  Vexler is a breast cancer survi-
vor and helped raise $100,000 for the Athens Re-
gional Breast Health Center. 

Jeff Richards joins the 
Hawkeye staff after serving as 
the head women’s gymnastics 
coach at Winona State Univer-
sity the past year.  He was also 
the head women’s gymnastics 
coach at the University of Wis-
consin-Stout from 1998-2004.  
Richards led the Blue Devils to 
their first Nationals appearance 
in 15 years and earned WIAC 

Coach of the year honors for the 1999-2000, and the 
2000-20001 seasons, and NCGA Coach of the Year 
honors for the 1999-2000 Season. 

    Before making the move to the Midwest Richards 
was the Assistant coach for Southern Utah Univer-
sity from 1991-1998 where he also earned his bache-
lor’s degree in Physical Education. 

Camp Staff 

• A Highly skilled Coaching staff that in-
cludes Private Club and College coaches 
who coach beginning to elite level athletes, 
plus our very own University of Iowa Gym-
nasts.   

 General Information 

Costs and Cancellation:  The fee per session is all 
inclusive;  there are no extra charges.  The full tuition 
is due no later than June 1, 2006.  Your fee less the 
deposit will be refunded without questions if you can-
cel your enrollment prior to June 1, 2006.  Campers 
who must leave during the week due to illness or in-
jury will receive a prorated refund based on the num-
ber of days room and board were required.   

  Written requests must include the social security 
number of the person receiving the refund and should 
be sent to the Sports Camp office, 203 Field House, 
University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA  52242.  Requests 
must be made prior to August 15, 2006.  No refund will 
be given to campers who voluntarily leave camp or who 
are sent home for disciplinary reasons. 

Deposit and Balance:  Enroll now!  Enrollment will 
be limited to the first 50 applicants, so send your appli-
cation form and $50 non-refundable deposit today! 

Check-In:  The check-in time will be from 1:00 until 
3:00pm on Sunday in the Quadrangle Courtyard. 

Housing for Residents:  Residents are participants 
who are living in one of the residence halls during 
camp.  There are two campers per room.  Room assign-
ments will be made in advance.  If you have a room-
mate preference, write the name of that person on your 
application form in the designated area.  Bedding, 
which includes sheets, pillow, pillowcase and blanket, 
are  provided.  Meals are served in University dining 
facilities.  Trainers and medical personnel are avail-
able 24 hours a day. 

Commuter Plan:  Commuters are participants who 
attend sessions during the day and stay off campus at 
night.  Lunch is included in the commuter fee.  Com-
muters are welcome to stay for dinner, which can be 
purchased by showing camp identification and paying 
for the meal. 

Facilities:  The North Gym of the Field House is a 
historic and well-equipped facility that includes the 
latest in AAI equipment, pit landings for all events, a 
competition trampoline, rod floor, tumble trak, trench 
bar, pit bar and spotting belts. 
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