
 
     visit our archives at asapsports.com 

 
Coach McCaffery - 02.09.13 1 

Iowa – 71 
Northwestern – 57 
 
 

An interview with: 
  

COACH FRAN McCAFFERY 
 

Q.  In the first half you looked like you 
played two rough games on the road, then the 
second half just kind of got in the flow of 
things.  
 COACH McCAFFERY:  I thought we 
played great in the first half, I really did, with the 
exception of the fact we gave up eight offensive 
rebounds.  They did miss nine threes.  I felt 
offensively we were terrific in the first half.  
Defensively we had a few breakdowns, we gave up 
some seconds, but I thought we were great in both 
halves. 
 
 Q.  Any better for Devyn to get a 
breakaway dunk, get him started? 
 COACH McCAFFERY:  Then he hits a 
wide-open three.  The key for him is to shoot open 
shots, play his game, mix it, jumpers, drives, 
pull-ups, plays for other people.  
 He was spectacular today, there's no 
question about it. 
 
 Q.  When he is on, they have to guard 
him.  
 COACH McCAFFERY:  It changes our 
running game, changes our halfcourt offense.  
They really have to pay attention to him.  He's such 
a weapon because he can do so many different 
things.  
 That's what he's going to be for the rest of 
the year, there's no doubt in my mind. 
 

 Q.  How do you feel your team was able 
to respond regarding the nine offensive 
rebounds? 
 COACH McCAFFERY:  In the second half 
he went small.  Swopshire got hurt, in his defense, 
and Olah got hurt.  He was trying to make threes 
late, driving, kicking and shoot threes.  We had a 
bigger team.  
 The other thing is he went 1-3-1 a lot in the 
second half which allows us to have three bigs on 
the baseline against their point guard.  We got a 
ton of seconds out of that.  
 We weren't attacking it as well as the last 
time we played that.  We got seconds and finished. 
 
 Q.  What happened to Devyn's game 
and how did you not lose him or was that not a 
possibility? 
 COACH McCAFFERY:  It wasn't even an 
issue with him.  He never lost his confidence in 
himself.  Like I said the other night, I thought 
against Wisconsin he was so aggressive.  I told 
him to just keep being aggressive, play the game 
with reckless abandon.  He goes 1-10, so he feels 
awful.  It gets highlighted again.  We lose in double 
overtime.  It wasn't his fault we lost that game.  He 
missed some shots, but he was attacking the rim.  
 In practice, he hasn't let up one 
possession for us.  I get nervous is when I have a 
guy struggling who pouts in practice, doesn't give 
effort in practice, blaming his teammates, blaming 
the coaching staff.  Devyn kept working.  I told you 
before, he has phenomenal character.  When you 
have character, you're going to play through this 
kind of stuff. 
 
 Q.  You must be pretty proud to go 
through what they've gone through on the road 
and come back and play hard, probably tired 
legs, yet especially in the second half to really 
breakaway like that.  
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 COACH McCAFFERY:  I think, too, one of 
the things that really helps us is we have depth.  
We have as much depth as anybody.  Billy doesn't 
have that kind of depth right now.  He's got guys 
hurt.  
 We were able to keep the pressure on at 
halfcourt and keep running, then rotate fresh 
bodies.  If you don't have fresh bodies on the floor, 
you can't guard that offense.  If you keep five guys 
out there and try to guard that for 40 minutes, it's 
an absolute nightmare.  
 
 Q.  What extra dimension does Oglesby 
give you? 
 COACH McCAFFERY:  I thought Josh had 
a tremendous game.  He hit some shots.  I think 
that's what everybody looks at when they look at 
him.  Defensively he might have been our most 
solid defender.  That's why I stayed with him.  He 
was in there a long time, might be a little tired.  But 
defensively he was spectacular.  
 He also is a tremendous passer.  He made 
a couple great feeds.  He doesn't make mistakes.  
Makes his free throws.  I mean, he was great 
tonight. 
 
 Q.  Basabe came in, had a couple shots, 
jumper, a dunk --  
 COACH McCAFFERY:  He's really played 
with a great deal of energy recently.  He felt terrible 
because he got beat on the one back-cut.  That 
was the really only one time in the game.  But, I 
mean, his buckets seemed to come in very timely 
situations. 
 
 Q.  That trap out front seemed to give 
you some trouble.  
 COACH McCAFFERY:  We got a little 
tentative against it.  We quick-shot a couple times, 
got a couple deflections.  But when it was all said 
and done we attacked it pretty good. 
 
 Q.  Third or fourth game in a row where 
your leading scorer was there in this game, 
struggled.  Is that a tribute to your depth as 
much as anything? 
 COACH McCAFFERY:  I think it's been 
that way all year for us, like you said.  
 Obviously, it would be nice if our two 
leading scorers were getting 15 or 20 every night.  
But we haven't had that kind of team this year.  
There's been different lineups on the floor.  
 I thought Olaseni was terrific tonight.  Eric 
May was great when he was in there.  Oglesby 

was terrific, Basabe.  Every time I put someone in, 
they were fresh, fresh legs, fresh wind.  They were 
good. 
 
 Q.  Were you curious at all how your 
team would respond coming off the two losses 
they had? 
 COACH McCAFFERY:  I knew we would 
play hard.  I knew we would play well.  I wasn't 
worried about a letdown.   
 
 Q.  This team hasn't had a letdown 
despite tough losses.  
 COACH McCAFFERY:  Yeah, they just 
keep coming.  
 If you look at the individual makeup of 
each player, Mike is not wired that way.  Marble is 
not wired that way.  Neither is Clemmons.  Neither 
is Woodbury.  Those guys, they just keep coming.  
Woodbury, Zach.  Zach gets a huge three when we 
really needed a bucket.  I thought it was great.  
 So, I mean, this is something I don't worry 
about with this group. 
 
 Q.  You've had to play four games in 10 
days.  That's tough, especially because they 
just got back into school.  You have a few days 
off before your next game.  
 COACH McCAFFERY:  They got a day off 
tomorrow with no practice, nothing.  I don't know 
that we've ever had a time where I felt like, ‘boy, 
they really need a day off.’  We're actually going to 
give them off Monday, too, because last week we 
didn't give them off a day at all, now we have to 
give them two. 
 
 Q.  You mentioned when Olah and 
Swopshire went out you had a bigger team.  
How do you feel that helped you? 
 COACH McCAFFERY:  We got some 
second shots when we needed it.  The rebounding 
numbers shifted across the board.  Now, you got 
some issues at the other end when they're running 
all that dribble handoff stuff with guys that are 
drivers and three-point shooters.  You're a little bit 
nervous with, are we going to be able to get up on 
the three-point shooters in those situations.  
Abrahamson got the one out of the corner when 
they drove and drew three of us, but overall I think 
it benefitted all of us. 
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 Q.  Pretty good report for what this 
team has been through, 15 wins.  
 COACH McCAFFERY:  Yeah, but to me 
it's the journey.  I'm not looking at where we are 
today.  I'm looking at we won today, we played 
better.  Kids fought for us.  Great performances.  
On to the next game.  
 I'll look at the win total when the season's 
over, but not today. 
 
 Q.  You talked about getting Devyn 
more open shots.  That was a big reason for his 
success today.  Seemed like you were doing 
more to get him in position.  
 COACH McCAFFERY:  I think that's a 
great point because I think that's what his game is.  
He's not a stand-still shooter.  He's a driver.  He's a 
run-out guy.  He can play the point, he can post 
up.  He has three-point range.  He has a pull-up 
game.  He can hit the floater.  He can make a big 
steal for you.  He can rebound.  He can dunk in 
traffic.  
 Very few guys have that complete of a skill 
set.  I think he's gotten away from that a little bit 
and just worried about his jump shot.  I just keep 
telling him, “just be who you are.”  Play the game 
with reckless abandon.  Be an attack player.  Play 
with confidence.  I'm sticking with you.  I'm not 
yanking you.  Doesn't mean I'm not going to yell at 
him occasionally and get in his face, like when he 
made that one turnover.  He knows I trust him and 
I'm going to leave him out there. 
 
 Q.  Seemed like he was playing with a 
little bit of patience today.  
 COACH McCAFFERY:  And you have to 
against this team.  I think that's a good point.  You 
have to against this team.  You want to be 
aggressive but you can't play nuts against this 
team because you'll be charging, they'll be going 
the other way with it. 
 
 Q.  One basket on a back-cut in two 
games.  A testimony to where your defense has 
come? 
 COACH McCAFFERY:  That's one of the 
things where you look and say, we were in a 
position to win a couple games.  We felt like if our 
defense was substantially better, you know, we 
would be maybe a little further along than we are.  
 But that said, I think when you look at how 
our team has played, and you look at the quality of 
teams that we played, where we played them, how 
many games, 4-7, 5-7, whatever it was, I think that 

shows you how far we've come and the kind of 
team we have, that we're able to survive.  
 If we had a terrible offensive shooting 
performance, which we've had a few in years past, 
we would have lost 25-30.  Here we are in 
overtime, battling, making enough shots to be in a 
position to win, miss a couple free throws.  It's 
unfortunate.  But our team has shown a 
tremendous amount of resiliency and maturity, in 
my opinion.  
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