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2017 SCHEDULE

1/14	 at Windy City Invitational	 5th, 387.550
1/22	 Illinois-Chicago	 W, 404.100-374.300
2/6	 at California	 W, 399.900-396.550	
2/10	 Oklahoma/Minnesota  	 3rd, 414.650
2/16	 at Winter Cup	 TBA
2/17	 at Winter Cup	 TBA
2/18	 at Winter Cup	 TBA
2/25	 at Illinois	 4 p.m.	
3/4	 at Nebraska	 4 p.m.	
3/11	 at Minnesota	 7 p.m.
3/20	 Nebraska (BTN)	 6 p.m.	
3/25	 at Penn State (BTN)  	 3 p.m.	
4/7-8	 at Big Ten Championships	 All Day
4/21-22	 at NCAA Championships	 All Day 
All times are Central and subject to change -- Home events in 
BOLD
CHA -- Carver-Hawkeye Arena

2017 ROSTER

Todd Beyer II	 So.	  Cedar Rapids, Iowa 
Andrew Botto	 Sr.	 Redwood City, Calif.
Jake Brodarzon	 So.	 Paramus, N.J.
Dylan Ellsworth	 Jr.	 Farmington, Utah
Andrew Herrador	 Fr.	 Livermore, Calif.
Austin Hodges	 Jr.	 Lincolnshire, Ill.
Kevin Johnson	 So.	 Dimondale, Mich.
Mitch Mandozzi	 Fr.	 Harvard, Mass.
Nick Merryman	 Fr.	 Brookline, N.H.
Elijah Parsells	 Jr.	 Petaluma, Calif.
Cory Paterson	 Sr.	 Oakville, Ontario
David Spanier	 Sr.	 Gainesville, Fla.
Mark Springett	 Sr.	 Dover, Mass.
Rogelio Vazquez	 So.	 Orlando, Fla.
Brandon Wong	 Fr.	 Clovis, Calif.
Kirill YeFremenko	 Fr.	 Manalapan, N.J.
Josh Zeal	 Fr.	 Buffalo Grove, Ill. 

FOLLOW THE HAWKEYES

Web Address: 	 hawkeyesports.com
Facebook: 	 facebook.com/iowagymnastics
Twitter: 	 twitter.com/iowagymnastics
Instagram:	 instagram.com/iowamgym

THIS WEEK
The No. 10 University of Iowa men’s gymnastics team travels to Champaign, Illinois to compete against the No. 
3 University of Illinois Fighting Illini on Saturday. Competition is scheduled to begin at 4 p.m. (CT) at Huff Hall.

FOLLOW ALONG
Fans can follow the meet online through live stats. A link to live stats will be available on the Iowa men’s 
gymnastics schedule page at hawkeyesports.com. Fans can also follow along with updates on Twitter (@
mensgymiowa) and Facebook (iowagymnastics).

LAST TIME OUT
•	 Senior Andrew Botto and freshmen Andrew Herrador and Nick Merryman traveled to Las Vegas to 

compete at the Winter Cup Challenge. 
•	 Botto and Merryman each advanced to the finals. 
•	 Botto recorded a season-best 13.700 on floor to tie for 17th and finished 19th in the all-around in the 

preliminary session. 
•	 Merryman tied for 12th on pommel horse with a then season-best score of 13.500 in the prelims. 
•	 Herrador score a season-best 11.950 on pommel horse, which tied him for 42nd. He also finished 37th 

in the all-around. 
•	 Botto finished 20th in the all-around in the finals and tied for ninth on rings with a combined score of 

27.800. 
•	 Merryman captured a top-10 finish on pommel horse with a combined score of 27.400. His score of 

13.900 in the finals topped his previous season-best which he recorded inthe prelims.

BIG TEN CHAMPIONSHIP TICKETS
The 2017 Big Ten Championships will be hosted by the University of Illinois on April 7-8. Tickets are on sale now. 
To purchase tickets, visit fightingillini.com or contact the Illinois Ticket Office at 1-866-ILLINI-1. 

IN THE RANKINGS
•	 Iowa is ranked No. 10 in the Feb. 20 Coaches Poll.
•	 The Hawkeyes are ranked No. 9 in the Road to Nationals Poll. 

AROUND THE NATION
As a team, Iowa is ranked fourth on vault, seventh on parallel bars and tied for sixth on high bar.

SCOUTING THE FIELD
•	 The Fighting Illini are undefeated. 
•	 Illinois defeated Penn State, 411.350-404.500, on Feb. 3. 
•	 Illinois had three gymnasts compete in the finals of the Winter Cup Challenge on Feb. 18. 
•	 Brandon Ngai finished second on pommel horse. 
•	 Iowa lost to the Fighting Illini, 412.150-387.550, on Jan. 14 at the Windy City Invitational.
•	 The Fighting Illini are ranked No. 2 on rings and high bar, No. 4 on floor, No. 5 on parallel bars, No. 6 on 

pommel horse and tied for eighth on vault.  

BOTTO RANKED ON ALL-AROUND
Senior Andrew Botto is ranked No. 19 on all-around with an average score of 78.258 and a season-high score of 
14.300 (Oklahoma/Minnesota, 2/10). 

ELLSWORTH RANKED ON PARALLEL BARS
Junior Dylan Ellsworth is ranked tied for 23rd on parallel bars with an average score of 13.375 and a season-high 
score of 14.350 (Oklahoma/Minnesota, 2/10). 

DYNAMIC DUOS
Senior Andrew Botto and junior Dylan Ellsworth are tied for 24th on still rings. 
•	 Botto has an average score of 13.550 and a season-high score of 14.200 (Oklahoma/Minnesota, 2/10).
•	 Ellsworth has an average score of 13.600 and a season-high score of 14.450 (Oklahoma/Minnesota, 

2/10).
Juniors Austin Hodges and Elijah Parsells are tied for 30th on pommel horse.
•	 Hodges has an average score of 12.875 and a season-high score of 14.650 (Oklahoma/Minnesota, 2/10). 
•	 Parsells has an average score of 13.188 and a season-high score of 14.000 (Oklahoma/Minnesota, 2/10).
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HEAD COACH JD REIVE

Head coach JD Reive enters his seventh season at 
the helm of the University of Iowa men’s gymnastics 
program in 2016-17.

The Hawkeyes made strides in 2016 despite finishing 
eighth in the nation. For the first time in program 
history Iowa recorded a team score of 430+ in 
January, tallying scores of 430.850 on Jan. 23 against 
Illinois and 431.800 the following day at UIC.

During session II at the NCAA Championships, Iowa 
placed fourth in the NCAA Qualifier with a score of 
423.250, missing the cut for team finals. Senior Jack 
Boyle was nominated for the Nissen-Emery award 
given to the country’s most outstanding senior 
gymnast, Iowa’s first nomination since Jonathan 
Buese in 2010.

Reive’s squad qualified five gymnasts for day two of 
the NCAA Championships led by seniors Matt Looch-
tan and Jack Boyle. The aduo competed all-around 
for the Hawkeyes, placing 10th (84.150) and 14th 
(83.600), respectively. Sophomore Dylan Ellsworth 
tied for 26th on vault (14.700) and 8th on parallel 
bars (14.300). Junior Cory Paterson tied for 37th on 
ahigh bar (13.750) while sophomore Austin Hodges 
tied for 25th a(14.350).

During the Big Ten Championships, Loochtan led the 
way for Iowa, earning his first All-Big Ten recognition 
of his career with a runner-up result of 15.100 on 
rings. Senior Doug Sullivan placed fifth on pommel 
horse (14.875), sophomore Austin Hodges placed 
seventh on pommel horse (14.725), and sophomore 
Dylan Ellsworth placed fifth on vault (14.400). Sul-
livan was awarded awith Iowa’s Big Ten Sportsman-
ship Award following the meet.

On Senior Night, senior Jack Boyle bested his own 
Iowa school record of 86.800 with an 87.600 effort in 
the all-around to lead the Hawkeyes to an upset over 
Minnesota.

Senior Matt Loochtan earned Big Ten Gymnast of the 
Week following his performance in a win against Ne-
braska and Penn State on Feb. 27. Loochtan claimed 
five event titles on floor (15.350), rings (15.150), 
vault (14.450), parallel bars (14.850), and high bar 
(14.450) and set a career-high in all-around at the 
time with a score of 86.400.

ELLSWORTH, BOTTO, AND SPRINGETT VAULT INTO THE RANKINGS
•	 Junior Dylan Ellsworth is ranked tied for 13th on vault with an average score of 14.400 and a season-high 

score of 14.700  (UIC, 1/22). 
•	 Senior Andrew Botto is tied for 15th on vault with an average score of 14.292 and a season-high 		

score of 14.850 (Oklahoma/Minnesota, 2/10). 
•	 Senior Mark Springett is ranked No. 21 on vault with an average score of 14.238 and a season-high score 

of 14.600 (Oklahoma/Minnesota, 2/10).

TWO HAWKEYES NAMED TO WATCH LIST
Juniors Dylan Ellsworth and Austin Hodges were named to the 2017 Big Ten Men’s Gymnasts to Watch list, the 
conference office announced Dec. 15. 
•	 Ellsworth placed fifth overall during event finals at the Big Ten Championships last season. He went on to 

tie for 26th on vault and 18th on parallel bars during the second day of of the 2016 NCAA championships.
•	 Hodges recorded a career-best score of 14.725 on pommel horse to finish seventh at the Big Ten 

Championships and ended the 2016 season with a 25th place finish on high bar during day two of the 
NCAA Championships. 

RETURNING EXPERIENCE 
Iowa returns 12-of-18 gymnasts from last season. Senior Cory Paterson and juniors Dylan Ellsworth and Austin 
Hodges look to continue from their impressive showings from day two of the NCAA Championships last year. 
Paterson tied for 37th on high bar (13.750), Ellsworth tied for 26th on vault (14.700) and 18th  on parallel bars 
(13.700) and Hodges tied for 25th on high bar (14.350). 

ROSTER BREAKDOWN
The 2017 men’s gymnastics team breaks down into six freshmen, four sophomores, three juniors and four seniors.

HAWKEYE NEWCOMERS
The Hawkeyes welcome six freshmen to the team in 2017: Andrew Herrador, Mitch Mandozzi, Nick Merryman, 
Brandon Wong, Kirill YeFremenko, and Josh Zeal. 
•	 Herrador placed second at the 2015 California State Championship. He competed at the P&G 

Championships in 2015 where he placed 24th in all-around and fourth on high bar.  
•	 Mandozzi placed first on vault at the Massachusetts state competition. 
•	 Merryman, a two-time Junior Olympics National Team member, competed at the 2016 P&G 

Championships where he placed second on high bar, fourth on parallel bar and eighth on pommel horse.
•	 Wong, a five-time Junior Olympic National Qualifier, placed first on rings and fourth in all-around at the 

2016 California State Competition. He finished runner-up in all-around at both the 2016 Cal Benefit Cup 
and the 2016 Stanford Open.

•	 YeFremenko competed at the 2016 BlackJack Men’s Championship & Winter Cup Challenge where he 
placed 12th on all around and seventh on high bar. 

•	 Zeal placed first in all-around, pommel horse, and vault at the Illinois State Competition. 

SCORING CHANGES
A new scoring system will be implemented this year.  The new system eliminates an element category in five of 
the six events, which means that each gymnast will do one less skill in their routine.  The old scoring system was 
based off of five element groups.  The result of the change is that each gymnast’s score will be .500 points lower 
than before and team scores will be 15 points lower.

NEW FACE
Former University of Iowa Gymnast Thomas Buese was named the University of Iowa men’s gymnastics assistant 
coach in August. Buese competed for the Hawkeyes from 2005-08. He was a four-time letter winner and was 
team captain in 2008. 

FOLLOW THE HAWKEYES
For an inside look at the Iowa men’s gymnastics program and access to exclusive coverage, “like” Iowa Men’s 
Gymnastics on Facebook and follow @MensGymIowa on Twitter and @IowaMGym on Instagram.

UP NEXT
The Hawkeyes head to Lincoln, Nebraska to face off against the University of Nebraska at the Bob Devaney Sport 
Center. Competition is scheduled to begin at 4  p.m (CT) on March 4. 


