
IOWA FIELD HOCKEY
2021 SPRING SCHEDULE

12-6 (5-3)
2/27 ......vs. Indiana*  .....................................W, 1-0

2/28 ......vs. Penn State*  ...............................W, 1-0

3/5 ........vs. Rutgers* ......................................W, 1-0

3/7 ........vs. Penn State* ................................W, 1-0

3/12 .....vs. Michigan................................... L, 0-1

3/14 .....vs. Michigan..................................W, 2-1

3/19 ......at Ohio State ....................................W, 2-1

3/21 ......at Ohio State ....................................W, 2-1

3/26 ....vs. Michigan State ..................... W, 5-0

3/28 ....vs. Michigan State ..................... W, 2-0

4/2 .......vs. Maryland .................................. L, 0-1

4/4 .......vs. Maryland  ...............................W, 3-0

4/15 ......at Northwestern ..............................L, 0-1

4/17.......at Northwestern ..............................L, 0-1 

Big Ten Tournament (Iowa City, Iowa)

4/21 ......Quarterfinals ..................................W, 3-0

4/22 ......Semifinals ......................................... L, 0-2

NCAA Tournament (Chapel Hill, N.C.)

5/2........Second Round............................... ...W, 3-1

5/7 ........Final Four............................................L, 0-3

All game times listed are Central Time

Home games are in bold

* Neutral-site games played in Virginia Beach, 

Virginia

IOWA HAWKEYE FIELD HOCKEY

The No. 4 University of Iowa field hockey team’s season came to a finish in the  2020 NCAA Tournament Final 
Four in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. Iowa fell to No. 1 North Carolina, 3-0. This is the first season since 2008 
that the Hawkeyes advanced to the Final Four. The Hawkeyes ended their season, 12-6 overall and 5-3 in the 
Big Ten Conference. 

(HAWK)EYES ON THE SEASON
• No. 4 Iowa finished the season 12-6 overall and ended conference play 5-3  -- its only losses were against 

opponents that ended the season ranked in the NFHCA Top-12, including No. 1 North Carlina, No. 2 Mary-
land, and No. 5 Northwestern.

• Iowa broke past No. 5 Northwestern, 3-1, in the NCAA Elite Eight, advancing to its 12th Final Four in 
program history. 

• Iowa defeated No. 12 Maryland, 3-0, in the quarterfinals of the Big Ten Tournament in Iowa City, advanc-
ing to the semifinals where the Hawkeyes fell to No. 2 Michigan, 2-0.

• Of the Hawkeyes 12 wins, eight were shutouts credited to junior goalkeeper Grace McGuire. McGuire 
posted 35 saves on the season and allowed only 14 total goals.

• Iowa’s defense held its opponents to 89 total shots and  50 shots on goal.
• The Hawkeyes posted 26 goals, 117 shots on goal, and 209 total shots on the season.
• Senior Maddy Murphy led the Hawkeyes with 18 points on the season off eight goals and two assists. 

Senior Ellie Holly followed with 13 points off three goals and seven assists.

SENIOR SEASON: PART 2 
• Seniors Maddy Murphy, Emily Deuell, Ellie Holley, and Nikki Freeman will return for the fall 2021 season, 

taking avantage of the NCAA’s eligibility waiver due to COVID delaying the original fall 2020 season.  
• Together, these seniors have made three NCAA appearances, including an Elite Eight and Final Four run in 

2021. 
• They advanced to consecutive Big Ten Chamionship Finals, winning the 2019 Championship Title. 
• Holley and Murphy earned All-America Honors during the 2021 spring season. Murphy registered her 

third All-America honor, making her the eighth Hawkeye in program history to accomplish this feat. 

THEY’RE KIND OF A B1G DEAL
• Junior Anthe Nijziel was named Big Ten Player of the Year, Big Ten Defenseive Player of the Year, and First 

Team All-Big Ten, the conference announced on April 18 -- the honors are the first of Nijziel’s career and 
the first Hawkeye to earn Player and Defensive Player of the Year awards in program history. 

• Head coach Lisa Cellucci was named Big Ten Co-Coach of the Year, earning her second consecutive Coach 
of the Year honor. She shared the award with Rutgers’ Meredith Civico.

• Junior Lokke Stribos and sophomore Esme Gibson were named to the Big Ten All-Tournament Team. 
Gibson’s honor is the first of her career, while Stribos was named to the all-tournament team after 2018 
Big Ten Tournament.

IOWA IN THE NCAA TOURNAMENT
• Iowa marked its 25th NCAA Tournament selection in program history -- the most of any school as a 

member of the Big Ten Conference.
• Iowa has advanced to 12 NCAA Final Fours, winning the 1986 national championship. 
• The Hawkeyes’ 27 NCAA tournament victories and 12 NCAA Final Four appearances are the most of any 

school as a member of the Big Ten Conference. 
• Iowa broke past No. 5 Northwestern, 3-1, in the NCAA Elite Eight, advancing to the Final Four where it fell 

to No. 1 North Carolina. 

2020 NCAA ALL-TOURNAMENT TEAM
• Senior Ellie Holley and junior Anthe Nijziel both were named to the NCAA All-Tournament Team.
• The honors are the pair’s first of their careers and they are the first NCAA All-Tournament honorees since 

2021 PENN MONTO/NFHCA RANKINGS

1. North Carolina ...................... 16-1
2. Michigan ................................13-2
3. Louisville ................................. 13-5
4. IOWA .................................... 12-6
5. Northwestern ....................... 11-5
6. UConn .......................................11-1
7. Rutgers .................................... 9-6
8. Liberty .....................................13-3
9. Boston College .......................9-5
10. Wake Forest .......................... 6-11
11. Syracuse ................................. 8-8
12. Maryland .................................. 8-7
13. Stanford .................................10-2
14. Virginia.....................................7-11
15. Old Dominion ..........................9-5
16. Miami ...................................... 13-1
17. Virginia Commonwealth ..... 9-0
18. Penn State ................................7-7
19. Duke ........................................4-12
20. Delaware ..................................6-3

2020 SEASON: FINAL NOTES



IOWA HAWKEYE FIELD HOCKEY

  Conf. Over. 
Michigan 6-0 11-2
Penn State 5-2 7-7
IOWA 5-3 11-5
Northwestern 5-3 10-4
Rutgers 5-3 9-6
Maryland 5-3 8-7
Ohio State 2-5 5-8
Michigan State 1-7 1-13
Indiana 0-8 1-13

2008 when former Hawkeye Lauren Pfieffer and 
assistant coach Roz Ellis were named to the 
prestigious team.

• Including Holley and Nijziel, 29 Hawkeyes have 
earned All-Tournament Team honors. 

• In Iowa’s NCAA Tournament run, Holley regis-
tered two shots and one assist in Iowa’s Elite 
Eight matchup against Northwestern, helping 
defeat the Wildcats, 3-1. 

• Nijziel led Iowa’s defense throughout the 
entire tournament, helping to set the pace of 
each game. The junior registered two goals and 
three assits on the season for the Hawkeyes. 

NFHCA ALL-AMERICANS
• Seniors Ellie Holley and Maddy Murphy and 

junior Anthe Nijziel were named NFHCA All-
Americans. 

• The honors are Holley and Nijziel’s first of their 
careers and Murphy’s third.

• The three makeup the 95th, 96th and 97th 
Hawkeyes named All-Americans. 

• Murphy’s third honor makes her the eighth 
Hawkeye to be a three-time All-American.  

NFHCA ALL-REGION
• Murphy, Holley, Nijziel, and senior Lokke Stribos 

were named to NFHCA’s All-Region First Team 
and sophomore Esme Gibson was named to 
NFHCA’s All-Region second team. 

• The accolade is the fourth of Murphy’s distin-
guished career and third first-team selection. 
The senior becomes the fifth Hawkeye, and 
second in as many years (Katie Birch, 2016-19), 
to garner four consecutive All-West Regional 
honors.

• This year, was Nijziel’s third honor after being 
named to first team in 2019 and second team 
in 2018. 

• Gibson’s honor was her career first after being 
named to the 2021 All-Big Ten Tournament 
Team.

STUDENT-ATHLETE -- EMPHASIS 
ON THE STUENT
• 11 Hawkeyes earned Fall Academic All-Big 

Ten honors, including, junior Meghan Conroy, 
sophomore Ellie Flynn, senior Nikki Freeman, 
sophomore Esme Gibson, senior Ellie Holley, 
junior Makenna Maguire, senior Maddy Murphy, 
junior Anthe Nijziel, junior Ciara Smith, junior 
Lokke Stribos, and sophomore Sofie Stribos.

• 15 Hawkeyes earned NFHCA National Academic 
Squad recognition, including senior Ellie Holley 
and junior Lokke Stribos earned their third 
career selections. Seniors Nikki Freeman and 
Maddy Murphy, junior Meghan Conroy, and 
sophomores Ellie Flynn, Esme Gibson, and Sofie 
Stribos earned their second selections. Junior 

Ciara Smith, and freshmen Harper Dunne, Sophia 
Mackrella, Mary Jane McNary, Kelly Rose, Alex 
Wesneski, and Amelia Williams earned their 
firstt honors.

MEDIA INFORMATION
Members of the University of Iowa 
field hockey team and coaching staff 
will be available for interviews each 
Tuesday before practice during the 
regular season.
 To attend, please contact UI field 
hockey communications contact Mad-
die McCarron by phone (563-451-5767) 
or email (madeline-mccarron@uiowa.
edu). Be sure to include which coach-
es and student-athletes you would 
like to speak with.

2021 BIG TEN STANDINGS

2021 ROSTER

2 Emily Deuell Sr. D
4 Alex Wesneski Fr.  F
5 Meghan Conroy Jr. MF/F
6 Anthe Nijziel Jr. D
7 Ellie Holley Sr. MF
8 Nikki Freeman Sr. MF
9 Sofie Stribos So. MF/F
10 Sophia Mackrella Fr. MF/D
11 Sammy Freeman Fr. MF/D
12 Kelly Rose Fr. MF
13 Leah Zellner Jr. F
14 Lokke Stribos Jr. D/MF
15 Esme Gibson So. MF/D
16 Mary Jane McNary Fr. D
17 Ciara Smith Jr. F
21 Makenna Maguire Jr. F/MF
22  Ellie Flynn So. D
23 Harper Dunne Fr.  MF
26 Maddy Murphy Sr. F
62 Grace McGuire So. GK
52 Amelia Williams Sr. GK

Maddie McCarron
Field Hockey Contact
Area Code (319)
Office Phone..................................... 335-9411
FAX ...................................................... 335-9417
Cell Phone .................................563-451-5767
E-mail ...... madeline-mccarron@uiowa.edu

ATHLETIC 
COMMUNICATIONS


