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COACH FERENTZ:  Let me start out to say, happy doesn't
describe how I feel about our guys.  I am proud of the effort
everybody put in today and and really all season long.  It
has been a great group of guys to work with -- the players,
coaching staff -- and I think that showed today, certainly.

We've gone through some bumps, had some things
happen during the course of the year, even this week,
losing a key player.  But no matter what, the guys stayed
together, stay tough, and really care about each other.  I
think that's demonstrated in the play out there.

Today was no different.  Probably a fitting way for us to get
this done because there's nothing easy today.  Goes right
down to the end there, certainly.  Again, it points back to
the character of the guys we have.

I was actually thinking about this today when I was taking
my walk this morning, go back to 1981 when I walked in
here not knowing anything about this university.  Two guys
I meet right off the bat, Andre Tippett, who's a Hall of Fame
player, college and unbelievable talent, unbelievable guy to
this day, just a die-hard Hawkeye.

And Brad Webb on the other side, they were a tandem in
that 3-4 in the defense.  Brad is a walk-on from Chicago
who ended up being a captain.  Same characteristics,
talking about a guy who is an NFL Hall of Famer, guy like
Brad Webb, who went on to law school and is successful in
his business life, all that stuff.  That's really what the
game's all about.  That's 40 some years ago.  But that's the
beauty of this whole thing.

So really proud of our guys, just great group of guys to
work with.  Sorry to keep you waiting, but wanted to savor
every bit of this with the coaches and players.

Q.  You got a game ball from Phil.  What were the
emotions running through you at that moment and
what did that mean to you to share it with the team?

COACH FERENTZ:  Wanted to preface that.  It's a
Michigan State guy giving a ball to the guy to move past a
guy from Michigan.  A little self-serving on his part, quite
frankly.

But I never got into it for that reason.  And certainly 23
years ago you could have made some money on that if you
placed a friendly wager, not a real bet.  Can't do that.

But, again, it goes right back to what I was talking about,
the caliber of people that have been through here, had a lot
of great coaches come through here and the same thing
with the players.  It's all about that.

Got Dallas Clark in there.  You would have thought he
played today in the locker room.  So that's 20-something
years ago, but that's just the beauty of this whole thing.

Q.  You've always talked about when players go
through injuries, can be a long, lonely road.  Seeing
Cade, Cooper, Erick on the sideline, seems they
always had a smile on their face when the team's
succeeding.  No different today, Cooper walking off the
field.  Like you said, you'd think he was playing in the
game.  What about your culture and this team has
allowed players on the outside to still be fully invested
in the team -- and Noah Shannon for that matter not
playing either?

COACH FERENTZ:  Perspective is a big thing in life. 
Unfortunately, had to go in July -- didn't have to go, but
attended a funeral of one of our former players who died
way too young.  And then somewhere in camp, another
former player who I never got to coach, but missed him by
a couple of years, stopped at practice.  He just buried his
son.

There's a lot of tough things in sports.  Losing is hard and
injuries are just really hard, especially for the individual
affected.

But you've got to keep perspective, too.  And it's a game. 
We're all trying our best.  We're all doing our best,
hopefully.  But the big scheme of things, we're all fortunate
to be competing and being part of something like this.

Q.  Along those lines, with all the adversity, all the
players out, all the kinds of adversity, how much
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sweeter does this make a moment like today?

COACH FERENTZ:  One thing I know something about is
coaching here.  That's probably all I know about frankly. 
I've got thoughts on beers and coffee and ice cream.

But that's just kind of the way it is here.  There's nothing
easy, really hasn't been during my 34 years here.  Unless
you get that rare year like in '02 where things just took off.

But even then, we go over to Indiana and have to pick it off
twice in the red zone or we come out of there with a loss.  I
don't think they had won a game yet.  So it's just the nature
of the sport.

But this group is really, they've endured a lot.  Coming out
of State College, things weren't looking too good for us. 
And then going into our bye week, things weren't looking
too good.  But the guys don't buy that narrative.  They don't
buy into all the stuff out there.

And that's really what it gets back to, when you work with
quality people that are looking forward, not backwards, and
you've got a chance.

Q.  With everything that's gone on this season, for you
personally, how have you just managed your own
emotions?

COACH FERENTZ:  It's kind of the same answer.  There's
things that come up in sports that are tough in life.  But
what keeps you going are the people you're with every day.
 That's what I enjoy, being on the practice field, where
there's no stuff going on; it's just about football and trying
to teach and get better and watch guys improve.

And so that's the beauty of this.  That's the purest thing
about coaching is being with your players in the meeting
room or out there on the field or doing stuff with them just
like off away from football but being with them.

It's not like coaching an English class where they have to
show up.  For football, they come because they want to.

I'll go back.  Just watching like Kaleb Johnson hasn't
played a lot in the last couple of weeks.  I'll tell you he's
practiced well every day, kept his chin up and worked
forward.  To see him break through today is huge, not only
for our team but a good moment for him.  Hopefully it
taught him a lesson to keep working.  When you get called
on, you take advantage every time opportunity.

Kaleb Brown, same way, he didn't play at all early, I don't
think.  Looks like he's developing into a good football
player.  That's the fun of it.

And the offensive line has gained, hopefully gained some
confidence and we lost two guys today to injury. 
Everybody kept playing and defense gave some ground
today, some yardage, gave up one drive there.  But when
we needed it, we had it that last possession, three, four
and out.  That was the game right there.

Those are the things that are really gratifying, if you will. 
That goes ahead of what's going on personally with you.

Q.  It's been next-man in all year.  Could you talk about
Kaden Wetjen and the spark he gave you with the punt
return?

COACH FERENTZ:  No question.  I was a little nervous
early because of that kick return and then the punt, which
was a weird punt.  It was like a line drive.

But then he came up, and Wetjen, he's an interesting guy. 
He's got a good spirit to him.  And he's practiced well.  So
that's a good moment for him, too, talking about like guys
maybe haven't done a lot yet.  But it's really good.  That's
got to give him some confidence.

And that's the fun part about this, too, you never know who
is going to do what, when.  And so it makes it interesting,
makes it fun.

Q.  Deacon Hill comes in and there probably weren't a
whole lot of people expecting him to be the one that
leads this team to a division championship?

COACH FERENTZ:  Including me (laughter).

Q.  Right.  And how has it been to sort of coach him
and Cade through all that adversity that they
experienced even before the season started?

COACH FERENTZ:  Cade has done a good job of staying
engaged.  He is back now, had his surgery and all that
stuff.  He's staying engaged and been supportive.

Deacon, he gets thrust in there and doesn't have a lot of
experience -- you start doing the research, it's like, okay --
but he's so improved, even when he started playing,
whatever it's been, six, seven weeks ago.  Compared to
where he was in August he improved.  We've seen
improvement.

He made some big plays today.  Some that weren't so
good but made some big plays today including the run.  So
you have to give him a lot of credit.

The thing I mentioned to you like last, whatever week it
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was, came in the locker room.  You can tell from the
players you can tell how they feel about somebody. 
There's a reason why they feel that way.

They're so supportive of him.  And everybody's happy and
it's probably a little bit representative of our football team,
like how did that happen, one of those deals.  All of a
sudden he's the guy that's quarterbacked, basically
whatever it's been, five weeks, five or six -- post-Penn
State, whatever it's been.  Gotta give him a lot of credit. 
He's hung in there.  I'm sure he's had his down moments,
but he's hung in there, kept pushing.

Q.  I wanted to ask you about the counterplay and the
touchdown there.  I was looking at kind of the roster of
who was out there, backup center, backup guard. 
You've got your third team tight end but he's driving
somebody into the second, the third level, and your
running back is a guy who was on the bench then
comes in in a big moment.  In some ways, am I being
crazy saying that play almost symbolizes your season
where you've got all these parts and then counter
before this year you didn't really counter?

COACH FERENTZ:  Yeah, it's helped us out and we have
a good comfort level at this point.  Totally, it does.  I've got
to interject, my favorite fan moment today -- every now and
then I'll hear the fans -- I think we were like fourth and one
in our territory and everyone is booing because we're
punting.  Like seriously?

But anyway, I think we were getting booed for running the
ball prior to that last play, too.  And you just stick with it. 
You stick with what you're going to do and the fact that you
mention all the moving parts.  Last week, our big play guys,
Zach Ortwerth, who was thinking about the high school
prom six months ago.  So you just never know what's going
to happen.  But those guys have just jumped in, done a
good job.  Addison is unbelievable.  A really good young
guy and good player.  And that run, that was perfect. 
That's how this team's worked.

Q.  The TV cameras caught you and Brian in an
embrace after the game.  Talk to us about what you
guys said to each other in that moment, or what this
game was like knowing this is the last time you had
together at Kinnick.

COACH FERENTZ:  This was Senior Day today, his last
day, so there was some sentimental value to that, certainly.

So glad it turned out the way it did.  I was proud of him. 
He's been admirable in the way he's handled a very tough
situation.  And I'm not quite sure I know how he's done it
but I'm really proud of him as a dad.  And can't say enough

about that.  But I do try to keep things separate.

I'm really proud of him as a head coach.  I think we've got a
great staff here of guys that care about the right things and
think about Phil Parker been here 25 years now.

In this environment of coaching, good luck finding -- he's
had two jobs now in his career.  So there aren't many guys
smart enough to know they've got a good thing.  Phil has
and what a job he's done.  But we've got really good guys
on our staff.  Just really proud of all of them.

Q.  Along the same lines, we don't get to talk to Brian
today.  But if he were here, you as his father, like what
would he say about what this means to him, do you
think?

COACH FERENTZ:  Anytime you can be a champion, if
you can say champion, that's a good thing.  There's more
goals out there to be had.  Nothing will be easy.

But I think we're all thinking the same thing here.  It goes
back to the players.  That's why we do this.  And just so
happy for these guys, what they've endured and gone
through.  And they know what's going on, too.  But they're
on board.  And again they've never flinched, including
today.  It would have been easy today.  But everybody
stayed the course, same thing last week, kept pressing and
some good things have happened.  It's all you can ask for
in life, just straight ahead and see what comes out of it,
and if we come up short today, we'd go back to work on
tomorrow and see what we can do about the next one and
we'll still do that.

But I did encourage the guys maybe to break the 24-hour
rule this time, we'll make a small exception.

Q.  Can you update some of the injuries like along the
offensive line with Logan and Rusty and those guys.

COACH FERENTZ:  Again, credit goes to Tyler Elsbury. 
Anything there, that's a good story there.  He got thrust into
it a couple weeks ago.  Me personally watching him, I think
the only thing he's lacked for maybe at least a year, maybe
longer, is confidence.  I'm not sure he believes in himself. 
That's the phenomenon in the sports stuff.

After the way he's played the last couple of weeks, he
should be confident as hell.  You can't give that to
somebody, just like you can't give experience.  It's not that
he hasn't been working hard, but somewhere in the
recesses of his mind he didn't believe he could do it. 
That's my theory.  I can't prove that.

But he should know now.  Like he's played really well in

139261-2-1082 2023-11-19 02:15:00 GMT Page 3 of 4



three pivotal games for us and that's the fun part about this
and he'll be a guy that plays well for us moving forward. 
Sometimes good things come out of tough situations like
that.  It's tough when you lose a good player like Logan
Jones.  But that's the beauty of it all.
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