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THE MODERATOR: We'll begin with an
opening comment from Coach Bluder, then we'll
take questions from the student-athletes.

COACH BLUDER: I'm extremely proud of
our women, as | am almost every single day. |
thought they just continued to battle. They kept
their focus when things got rough in there.

You know, Kamille, she just comes up with
big 3s for us all the time. She does it tonight.
Kachine makes her free throws at crunch time.
She does that again tonight.

But I'm probably most proud of our
defense and rebounding tonight, because for us |
don't know for certain, but | think this might be one
of our lowest-scoring wins of the season.

And that makes me feel good about our
defense. Everybody talks about our offense. We
feel good about our offense. But it's kind of nice to
win a low-scoring game where maybe our offense
wasn't there all the way.

So I'm happy with that. I'm also extremely
happy with the rebounding. We outrebounded
them by seven. | looked at second-chance points
where we got so many opportunities off of second
chances to score, and to me that's a lot of heart,
and I'm really proud of the women for that.

THE MODERATOR: Questions for the

student-athletes.
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Q. Kamille, could you talk about that
last 3-pointer and -- so your team had struggled
a lot behind the line, and obviously you didn't
hesitate. Your thinking behind that?

KAMILLE WAHLIN: | mean, the play call
for me was to either get a 3-point off or get a ball
screen. So | just tried to -- when it comes down to
crunch time, you just forget about all the other
shots you miss and you just try to step up and
knock it down for your teammates. | was thankful it
went in. My thinking was just to be confident and
be ready to shoot it.

Q. Kachine, not to sound too gross, but
did you have a mouthful of blood on those last
two free throws?

KACHINE ALEXANDER: | was swallowing
a lot of blood. The ref saw it get on my hand and
he said, We've got blood. | had to hold it in and try
to not let them see | was really bleeding. | don't
even know what to say about that.

Q. Kamille, your teammate sits next to
you with a bloody lip, could you talk about her
play down the stretch, grabbing clutch
rebounds and knocking down free throws at
the end?

KAMILLE WAHLIN: 1 mean, Kach, game
in and game out, we know she's going to be tough.
Anything that happens where she can get knocked
down ten times in a game she's going to get back
up. She's just got that mentality of being tough.
And she's not going to walk off the court with a
bloody lip. We always know she's going to get
back up and she's so tough that it just rubs off on
all of us.

Q. Kamille, can you talk about how
physical it was, because it looked physical.
How was it from your perspective?

KAMILLE WAHLIN: It definitely was a very
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physical game.
expected that.

They're a lot bigger than us. And so we
just, in our minds, before our game, we were
getting ready for a physical game. When games
are close like that and you're in the Big Ten
tournament, both teams want to win, you've got to
expect that.

And we just gotta have the mentality of
never backing down. And I think we did a good job
of not backing down this their physicality.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, ladies.

But Michigan State, we kind of

Q. Coach, what did Trisha's
performance mean today, especially with Jaime
sitting most of the first half?

COACH BLUDER: As | was sitting here |
realized | forgot to mention that in my opening
statement. Trisha Nesbitt was a warrior in the first
half. She goes in, plays 16 minutes for us in the
first half, she has her career high, 10 points. She
misses her first 3.

Kids in that situation wouldn't shoot again.
And they haven't been doing a lot of that all
through the year. She just stepped up. | was
happy for Trisha. Defensively she's held her own
all year. It was nice to see her contributing
offensively like that and knowing just that | think
this gives her a lot of confidence going into the
game tomorrow.

Q. One win we thought in this Big Ten
tournament we thought would be enough to get
into the NCAA too. Do you feel safe at this
point?

COACH BLUDER: I never feel safe. Right
now we're going to the championship game. And
we have an opportunity to get the automatic bid
and just why not go for that? Why not, at this
juncture, in our season, why would we settle for
second? Let's go for first and let's try to get that
automatic bid.

Q. Morgan didn't have a lot of points
but she seemed to keep battling all game down
low. Can you talk about that?

COACH BLUDER: | thought her defense
was really good especially the beginning of the
game. She had a number of blocked shots in a
row. She had some really good rebounds for us.
Morgan is a freshman and just battling against
those upperclassmen and gives up so much height
at times.
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But | thought she did a really nice job
inside defensively for us tonight and had some key
offensive rebounds and put-backs as well.

Q. | think you called a timeout after
they went on that run. What did you talk about
with the team at that point?

COACH BLUDER: 1 just talked about that
we had to change the way we were playing. They
got kind of mad and they were taking it out on us.
They were being a lot more aggressive and we had
to change the way we were playing. We knew we
could get back into it.

But we talked again about defensive and
rebounding, because | just feel like if you focus on
the offense too much at that point, it kind of
freezes them sometimes.

So we really focused more on the defense
and the rebounding. We talked about
possessions, how we needed every possession
and we can control that with taking care of the ball
and rebounding.

Q. Coach, once again, only one missed
free throw. Could you talk about the clutch free
throw shooting down the stretch?

COACH BLUDER: Second game in a row
we haven't missed in the second half. That's nice
to see. We're a good free throw shooting team.
And we have the right people taking them as well.
So that's also nice. But we are pretty good in the
clutch free throw shooting, and, once again, we did
it tonight.

Q. Coach, | know you beat Michigan
State in the regular season. Very close. Did
you consider this an upset at all or did you
know coming in you had a pretty good chance
of winning this game?

COACH BLUDER: | think it's an upset
because we're the second seed and we're the third
seed. In my mind it was in that way. But obviously
we beat them on our home court now playing on a
neutral court tonight. This is an important win for
us. They're top 25 wins. So for us it's very
important for the NCAA selection committee, this is
a good win for us.

Q. What does it mean to your program,
| think it's been since 2001 since you've been in
the tournament finals. What does this mean to
your program?
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COACH BLUDER: | hadn't thought about
that. | guess | didn't realize that. Well, we won it
that year, so that was kind of nice. | remember
that. But for our program, you know, for us to
come this far in seven weeks, you know, to come
from last place in the Big Ten to playing in the
championship game in the Big Ten tournament, |
think that kind of speaks for itself.

Again, it goes to the qualities of the women
and their perseverance and just their ability to
battle and confidence. | continue to be amazed by
them. They're just incredible women.

Q. | know you kind of touched on it
briefly, but it was your first win when you
scored less than 60 points. What does that
mean to kind of get a defensive win like that?

COACH BLUDER: 1| think it's good for us.
At this point of the year it's good for us to know that
we can win a game with our defense and with our
rebounding instead of our offense. | think that's
really good, important lesson for us to learn this
time of year. Probably have to fall back on it again.

Q. Gabby played like nine minutes.
Only scored one basket. You seemed to get
some quality time from her in there.

COACH BLUDER: Again, | think she
played great yesterday. She's a freshman. And
she's kind of typical freshman and up and down.
And | thought Morgan was playing a little bit better
today.

But | have great confidence in both of
those women. And sometimes Gabby provides us
a little more bulk than Morgan does, and that was
good for us at times in this game to have that.

Well, against any of them, actually.
Because Morgan is slight. And it's nice to have a
little bulk we can go to off the bench.

Q. Coach, the same story, different
player, with Jaime today picking up two quick
fouls. Can you talk about your team's ability to
kind of pick up the slack. You had players like
Trisha step up and pick up the scoring?

COACH BLUDER: Trisha | thought was
outstanding the first half. And | thought it kept us
in that first half as far as being able to hit some
really key shots for us.

Jaime goes out with two fouls, and, you
know, again you kind of play with the idea, go back
and forth. If we can stay close, | just believe in
letting her sit and letting other players take

..when all Is sald, we're clcme.®

ASAR,

visit our archives at asapsports.com

advantage of that opportunity.
took advantage of it tonight.

| thought Trisha

Q. Lisa, you played eight players all
year. That's all you've got. This will be the
third game in three days. Is fatigue an issue at
all?

COACH BLUDER: You know, | don't think
you can even think about it at this point. We'll be
getting ice tubs ready for them tonight. Try to
rehab them as quickly as we can. And, yeah, |
mean, it's something that comes into your mind.
But they're 18 to 20 years old. | don't know if we
remember what it's like to be 18 to 20 years old.

But they've got a lot of energy at that point.
At this point you're playing the championship. So
much adrenalin has got to be kicking in for you at
this point.

THE MODERATOR: Thank you, Coach.
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