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lowa Softball News and Notes

5/7-8 vs. lllinois

Probable lowa Lineup

No. Name Pos. B-T Yr. GP Avg. Runs Hits RBI HR 2B SLG% SB
45-10 Overall, 11-5 Big Ten 14 Brandi Sargent 1B L-L Jrn 42 278 10 25 10 3 5 433 2
21213 at Stetson Invitational 24 Steph Ackerson 1B RR Fr. 35 .218 8 12 5 0 2 .255 2
;;g \S/irgiﬂiaTech W, 8-02(66) 2 Summer Downs 2B R-R Fr. 49 283 29 43 24 5 7 335 3
L,2-
13 Vireinia Tech w3z | 10 Stacy May S  RR Jn 55 337 39 58 30 9 15 .593 2
2;11?9_20 zieﬁt(;/?ewood Classic w.3-0 12 Abby Ruff 3B RR Sr. 50 214 16 15 10 1 6 .343 5
2/18 Long Island w60 | 17 Kylie Murray RF RR Jrn 54 348 16 48 35 5 8 .514 1
2/18 Arizona State W, 2-0
2/26-27  at Courtyard by Marriott Tourney or5 Jenna Spratt RF L-R So. 50 .246 15 17 8 0 0 257 5
;Zg LMin_neSfl)lta \\2/’ 2(3) 11 Mindy Heidgerken CF RR  So. 55 289 29 37 16 2 9 .453 20
b 424 Missouri Lai® | 9 Natalie Johnson LF LL Jn 54 26320 31 14 3 6 .341 4
227 Ball StaeW, #0© | 13 Sami Baugh C  RR So.53 .294 22 40 21 6 10 .500 2
3/4-6 at Buzz Classic
3/4 Georgia Southern W, 6-0 orl Emi|y Nichols C R-R Fr. 55 324 34 47 46 16 9 731 1
3/4 Georgia Southern W, 6-0
3/5 Auburn L,2-1 § Probable Pitching Rotation
3/5 Middle Tennessee State W, 3-1
3/5 Gardner-Webb W,9-1(5) | No. Name Throws Yr. Record GS SV CG SH ERA SO BB IP
u reinia Tech wisi | 4 LisaBirocc RHP S 257 29 7 25 12 1.13 227 34 2162
3/6 Ohio State “wso | 3 Ali Arold RHP Jr. 19-3 25 0 13 9 1.46 191 40 139.0
3/11-13  atNIST, San Jose, CA 24 Steph Ackerson RHP Fr. 0-0 1 1 0 O 382 6 2 7.1
3/11 Connecticut W, 5-0
311 UC Davis W, 2-1(8)
3/12 San Jose State W, 5-4
3/12 #2 Californi L,2-7
313 Colorado Sate wsi | THE SETTING
e B b joumament o The University of Iowa softball team (45-10, 11-5) hosts the Illinois Fighting
316 vs. Pacific W, 4-2 Illini (23-25, 3-13) in the final weekend of regular season play. Game time is set
317 s. Utah (at Pacific) W, 13-7 g play.
3/18-20 a}-Capita/ Classic Tournament ' for 12 p-m. Saturday and Sunday.
§§}§ " f;jg?;f;ﬂ State @: o Admission is $3 for adults, $2 for students and free for UI students and chil-
3/26-27 Hawkeye Classic dren five or younger.
3/26 vs. Ball State W, 4-0
3/26 vs. South Dakota State W, 9-0 (5)
3/27 vs. Ball State W, 10-0 (6)
327 vs. North Dakota State W, 2-0 lowA Soueaks By DRAKE
4/1 t #1 Michigan* W, 5-2 . . . .
an a1 M:zhiﬁ* L 13 The University of lowa softball team scored one run in the bottom of the third
P B Norwestem B to edge past the Drake Bulldogs, 1-0 Thursday at Pearl Field. The Hawkeyes
46 at Northern llinois W, 8-2 improved their record to 45-10 heading into the final weekend of regular season
4/8 Purdue* W, 3-2 p g g
4/9 Purdue* L,1-2 play
i adana W With two outs in the third inning, Stacy May ripped a double to left field and
i Witiam Penn e Summer Downs followed with a single to left, scoring May for the only run of
4/16 at Ohio State* W, 62 the contest.
ol & pemn Sare W The Drake pitching staff limited the Hawkeyes to only four hits on the eve-
:gg im;t;:en Stater CaXéltg ning while the duo of Ali Arnold and Lisa Birocci gave up four hits as well.
423 at Michigan State* Cancelled Birocci earned her 25th win of the season, throwing four innings of relief and
4/24 South Dakota State W, 8-0 (5) . . . . .
424 South Dakota State W, 14-1 5) allowing two hits while striking out six. Arnold started the game and threw three
e iswern inois W, 805 innings in the no decision. The junior struck out four.
isconsin L, 3-6 K X R .
gﬁﬂ xfsc0nsitn* x i(l) May led the way offensively, going 2-3 with two doubles. Downs and Kylie
mnesota y a= ’ .
51 Minnesota W, 63 Murray recorded Iowa’s only other hits.
5/5 Drake W, 1-0
5/7 Tllinois* Noon
5/8 Illinois* Noon
5/12-14 Big Ten Tournament TBA
5/19-22 NCAA Regionals TBA
5/27/29 NCAA Super Regional TBA
6/2-6 Women’s College World Series TBA
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Hawkeye Softhall Notes

CoNF. OVERALL

1. NORTHWESTERN 15-1 37-12
2. MICHIGAN 13-2  50-4
3. TOWA 11-5 45-10
4. PENN ST. 10-7  34-18
5. WISCONSIN 9-9 28-21

Omnio St. 7-7 30-16
7. PURDUE 8-10 32-22-1
8. MicHigan St. 7-9 21-27-1
9. MINNESOTA 6-12  25-25
10. ILLiNois 3-13  23-25
11. INDIANA 2-16  13-39

THIS WEEK’S BIG TEN ACTION

May 7

|lllinois at Iowa Noon
[Northwestern at Michigan 6 p.m.
Purdue at Indiana 1 p.m.
Wisconsin at Minnesota Noon
Penn State at Ohio State 6 p.m.

Valparaiso at Michigan St. (DH) 2 p.m.

May 8

Illinois at Iowa Noon
[Northwestern at Michigan 1 p.m.
Purdue at Indiana 1 p.m.
'Wisconsin at Minnesota Noon
Penn State at Ohio State 1 p.m.

IMiami (OH) at Michigan St. (DH) Noon

all times listed are local

AARON BLAU, STUDENT ASSISTANT
SortBALL SID

AReA CopE 18 319

OFFICE PHONE ......cvvennennee. 335-9411
FAX oo, 335-9417
E-MaIL: ....... aaron-blau@uiowa.edu

SOFTBALL PHONE
NUMBERS

AREA CopE 1S 319

SOFTBALL OFFICE ............... 335-9257
TICKET OFFICE ........c..n...... 335-9327
SPORTS MARKETING............. 335-9431
PRESS BOX..uoiioiiiiiiiee 335-9296

IOWA SPORTS INFORMATION

ScoutinG lLLiNoIs

The Illinois Fighting Illini are 23-25
overall and 3-13 in the Big Ten Conference.

Jenna Hall leads the Illini offense.
She is batting .333 with eight doubles,
seven home runs and 37 RBI. Shanna
Diller also has seven home runs this
season.

Mary Miller is 14-10 with a 3.68
ERA inside the circle. She leads the team
with 96 strikeouts. Claire DeVreese is 7-
13 with a 4.47 ERA and has 90 K’s.

Towa leads the all-time series, 6-5.

LAstT MEETING

The Hawkeyes fell to Illinois, 5-2
last season in Urbana, IL and were swept
in the two-game series.

Both Towa runs came on solo home
runs from Natalie Johnson and Emily
Gerlick. Ali Arnold took the loss, re-
cording three strikeouts on the day.

HAwkeYEs IN THE RANKINGS

Iowa is ranked 18th in the ESPN.
com/USA Softball Collegiate Softball
poll and 21st in the USA Today/National
Fastpitch Coaches Association poll. Oth-
er Big Ten team in the rankings include
Michigan (1st/1st) and Northwestern
(15th/15th).

HONORING THE ‘9% SouaD

The 1995 lowa softball team will be
honored before Saturday’s game. The
1995 Hawkeyes were the first squad from
the University of lowa to qualify for the
Women’s College World Series. They
ended the season with a 41-26-1 overall
record and finished third in the nation at
the College World Series.

SENIOR DAY

Sunday’s contest will be the last reg-
ular season home game for seniors Lisa
Birocci and Abby Ruff. The duo will be
honored prior to the game.

Staving IN IC

Iowa wraps up the season with a 10-
game home stand. The Hawkeyes are
16-2 at Pearl Field this season.

ReacHING 40 Wins

The Hawkeyes have eclipsed the
40-win mark for the 11th time in the
program’s history, all of which have
come under head coach Gayle Blevins.

Iowa has qualified for the NCAA
tournament eight of the previous 10 sea-
sons they have won over 40 games.

Iowa won over 40 games in both the
1990 and 1999 seasons, but were not se-
lected for the NCAA tournament.

THAT's WHY SHE BATs LEADOFF

Junior Stacy May has reached base
safely in the first inning nine of her last
10 at bats, including the last seven.
Since moving to the leadoff spot April
10th against Indiana, May is batting
.563 (9-16) in her first at bat of the
game.

GEeTTING HOoT AT THE RIGHT TIME

In her last five games, junior Kylie
Murray is batting .500 (8-16) with one
double, one home run and six RBI. She
has also scored two runs and has a slug-
ging percentage of .750 and an on base
percentage of .500.

Ducks ON THE Ponp

When runners are on base, the
Hawkeyes would like to have junior Ky-
lie Murray digging in the batters box.
She is hitting .425 (31-73) with runners
on base.

In addition, she is batting .429 (21-
49) with runners in scoring position and
765 (13-17) with a runner on third and
less than two outs.
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Hawkeye Defensive Depth Chart

1 EmviLy NicHoLS

2 Suviver Downs
3 AL ARNOLD

4 LisAa Birocci

5 JENNA SPRATT

9 NATALIE JoOHNSON
StAcy MAY

11 Minoy HEIDGERKEN

12 AeBYy RUFF

13 Savi BAUGH

14 BrANDI SARGENT
17 KyLiE MURRAY

22 EmiLY GERLICK

24  STEPHANIE ACKERSON

Heap CoacH
GAYLE BLEVINS

AssoriateE HeEan CoacH
MicHELLE VENTURELLA

AssisTANT CoacH
DeeBiE BiLBAD

VOLUNTEER ASSISTANT
KrisTin JoHNnsON

Heidgerken
Johnson
Johnson S
Spratt pratt
Murray

Murray

Ruff

Birocci
Arnold
Ackerso

Nichols
Ackerson
Sargent

Baugh
Nichols

Movin’ On Up

Junior pitcher Ali Arnold is current-
ly sixth on the all-time career strikeout
list. She has 451 K’s in her career and
has passed Diane Roorda, who recorded
389 strikeouts in her four-year career.
Next on the list is current pitching coach
Debbie Bilbao, who sits in fifth place
with 476 K’s.

HEeiDGERKEN CoMING ON STRONG
Sophomore Mindy Heidgerken is
batting .438 (10-21) in conference play.
She has four doubles and has scored
seven runs while recording a slugging per-
centage of .719 in 16 conference games.

Birocci BECOMES STRIKEOUT LEADER

With seven strikeouts against North-
ern Illinois, Lisa Birocci became Iowa’s
all-time career strikeout leader. Birocci
struck out seven of the 10 batters she
faced in three innings of relief work to
pass former Hawkeye all-American Kris-
ti Hanks. Birocci’s career total stands at
885.

You Can But It ON THe BoArD

Freshman Emily Nichols blasted
two home runs against Northern Illinois,
increasing the team total to 42 homers on
the season, which shattered the school
record for team home runs in a season.
The previous school record was 41 home
runs, set by the 2003 squad. The Hawk-
eyes currently have 57 home runs this
season.

NicHoLs SEts ScHooL RECORD
Freshman Emily Nichols entered the
record books against Ball State on March
26, blasting her 11th home run which broke
the single-season record. She leads the
team in seven different offensive catego-
ries and has a season total of 16 homers.

GEeRrLICK UNDERGOES SURGERY

Junior outfielder Emily Gerlick
underwent successful surgery to repair
a torn ACL on March 15. Gerlick suf-
fered the ACL tear during lowa’s open-
ing weekend at the Stetson Invitational
on February 13. She will be out for the
season.
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1 (0)AZ- A NC0) DRV I lowa’s TEAM SiNnGLE GAMVE INFO...
1-RUN GAVES 5 LONGEST WINNING STREAK ....vveeeiiiiieeiiiennn 11 RBI..oeeee e 46 (NicHoLs)
"""""""""""" LONGEST LOSING STREAK ......ccovvieeiiieiiiceiieen 3 TOTAL BASES ..c.evveeviiciiiceeeee. 106 (NICHOLS)
2-RUN GAMES ..o 8-3 | LaroEST MARGIN OF VICTORY ........ 15 (AUBURN) SLUGGING PCT. oo 731 (Nicros)
EXTRA INNINGS. ..o 2-1 LARGEST MARGIN OF DEeFeAT..... 10 (NORTHWESTERN) WALKS ettt 26 (NicHoLs)
AT PEARL FIELD ..o 16-2 MOST AT-BATS ... 34 (UtaH) HIT BY PITCH. ..o 4 (ACKERSON)
ON THE ROAD ..ovvveeiii 11-3 MosT RUNS SCORED......ccovvreiienne 16 (AUBURN) STRIKEOUTS ..o 33 (HEIDGERKEN)
AT NEUTRAL SITE woo 19-5 MOST HITS ..o 16 (Utan) ON-BASE PERCENTAGE .....eveeeee. 431 (NicHots)
DAY GAMES oo 38-9 MOST RBI ..o 16 (AUBURN) OPS o 1.162 (NicHoLs)
NIGHT GAMES. ..o 10-2 Most DouslEs............ 4 (GARNDNER-WEBB/UTAH) SACRIFICE FLES ...ooooiiiiiii 2 (MAY & BaucH)
lowa SCORes FIRsT 43.5 MOST TRIPLES ... 1 (SeveN TimES) SACRIFICE HITS. .o 8 (Downs)
MosT HOME RUNS......evveeiiiiiieie 7 (AUBURN) STOLEN BASES .evvviieiiiiieciii 20 (HEIDGERKEN)
OPPONENT SCORES FIRST ... 5-6 MosT STOLEN BASES ..o 4 (LONG IstanD) STOLEN BASE ATTEMPTS ..vvvvven. 21 (HEIDGERKEN)
GIvVING Up 2 Runs ORr LEss.....41-3 MOST STRIKEQUTS ... 13 (UC Davs)
GNMNG UP 3+ RUNS ... 4-7 MosT ERRORS COMMITTED ................... 5 (Twice) lown’s INpivipuat PirchinG Lenpers
Vs. RANKED OPPONENTS ............ 1-6 MosT RUNS ALLOWED ........ 7 (CaurorNIA & UTaH) ERA ..o 1.13 (Biroccal)
BIROCCI STARTS w oo, 24-8 Most Hits Auowep ... 11 (STETSON & CALIFORNIA) WINS e 25 (Birocal)
ARNOLD STARTS oo 24.3 MosT WaLks ALLOWED...5 (STETSON & NORTHWESTERN) LOSSES - 7 (Broccl)
WINNING PCT oo 870 (ArRNOLD)
lCO)\::(\):'ElLsT%TsO:AEgJATﬁ& """ 32? lown’s InorvinuarTeam Barring Leaners APPEARANCES ... 42 (Brocal)
"""" BATTING AVG ... 348 (MURRAY) GAMES STARTED ... 29 (BIROCCH)
lowa QUTHITS OPPONENT....... 36-1 GMS. e 55 (THRee TieD) COMPLETE GAMES ..., 25 (Birocal)
OPPONENT OUTHITS lOWA.......... 4-9 GMS. STARTED ..o 55 (THree TieD) SHUTOUTS .o, 12 (Brocal)
EQuAL NUMBER OF HITs............. 5-0 | ATBATS..oooooeee 172 (May) SAVES.... e 7 (Brocc)
WEARING WHITE UNIFORMS ...... 18-2 RUNS « et 39 (May) INNINGS PITCHED......covviieiiae 216.2 (Birocal)
WEARING BLack UNIFORMS........ 14-4 HITS ¢ 58 (Mav) STRIKEOQUTS vttt 227 (Biroccl)
WEARING GREY UNIFORMS........ 16-5 DOUBLES .. 15 (May) OPPONENT BATTING AVERAGE .......... 9 (Birocci)
FLYING AR TRAN oo 10-2 TRIPLES et 3 (HEIDGERKEN) WHIP. .o 0 81 (Birocal)
FLYING UNITED .. 12-2 HOMERUNS oo 16 (Nicriows)
BusING TO GAME........ceenene... 6-4 | Head Coach anle Blevins
IN EASTERN TIME ZONE ............ 18-4
IN CeNTRAL TIME ZONE............. 20-5 THE Heap HAwkeve...Gayle Blevins is in her 18th season as the
IN MOUNTAIN TIME ZONE............ 2-0 | head coach of the lowa softball program and she has established
IN PACIFIC TIME ZONE oo 8-2 | herself as one of the nation’s top coaches. In 1999, Blevins was
INTOWA oo 19.3 | the 17th inductee into the NFCA Hall of Fame. In her 17 seasons
IN ARIZONA oo 2.0 | at lowa, Blevins has guided the Hawkeyes to 12 NCAA Tourna-
IN GEORGIA oo 7.1 | ment appearances and four Big Ten Championships. She is lowa's
INKENTUCKY oo 3-1 | all-time winningest coach with a record of 755-334-3 (.691).
INFLORIDA ... 3-1 Her career record in 25 years of coaching is 1,055-482-5
IN CALFORNIA.......oovvieee 8-2 | (.684). Blevins has been named the National Coach of the Year
IN PENNSYLVANIA «.ovvevieeeeee 2-0 | twice (1986 and 1991) and the Big Ten Conference Coach of the
INOHIO oo 2-0 | Year three times (1989, 1997 and 2000).
INTLLINOIS . 1-2
IN MICHIGAN ... 1-1 BLEVINS’ YEAR-BY-YEAR RECORDS
ON MONDAY ... 0-0 Yoas ScHooL Recorn Per. Yo ScooL Recorn Per.
ON TUESDAY v 2-0 1080 INDIANA 33.16 673 1992 lowa 34.20 630
ON WEDNESDAY ... 4-0 1981 INDIANA 26-12 684 1993 lowa 39.15 799
ON THURSDAY ...ceveeeieeei 2-0 1982 INDIANA 30-15 666 1994 lOWA 35.23 603
ON FRIDAY ... 10-3 1983 INDIANA 45-20-1 692 1995 lowa 41-26-1 612
ON SATURDAY ....oovviiiiiiee 11-5 1984 INDIANA 37.22 633 19964 lowa 47-19 720
ON SUNDAY ..o 19-3 11985  InDiana 47-20-1 701 1997  lowa 52.9 852
1986  INDIANA 45-18 714 1998  lowa 38-20 .655
1987  INDIANA 37-23 617 1999  lowa 41-26-1 616
1988 lowa 33-20-1 .620 2000 lowa 46-15 .754
1989  lowa 40-21 .656 2001  lowa 49-14 778
1990  lowa 43-28 .606 2002  lowa 36-20 .643
1991 lowa 53-11 .828 2003  lowa 44-15 746
2004  lowa 39-24 619
TOTALS BIG TEN TOTALS
OVERALL 1,055-482-5 .685 Overall  456-161-1 739
lowa 755-334-3 691 lowa 286-117-1 709




