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Notice of Meeting: 
I hereby give notice that an ordinary Meeting of the Community Committee will be held on: 
 
Date:  
Time: 
Meeting Room: 
Venue: 

Thursday 22 February 2024 
9:30 am 
Council Chamber and Audio-Visual Link  
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Lance Vervoort 
Chief Executive 
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Te Roopuu Haapori me te oranga o te Taiao 
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Purpose 

The Community and Natural Environment Committee is responsible for: 

1. Guiding and monitoring the provision of strategic community infrastructure and services to meet the 
current and future needs of the city and the enhanced wellbeing of its communities. 

2. Governance of recreational, community facilities, amenities, and events. 

3. Facilitating community and stakeholder involvement and discussion on community infrastructure, 
community safety, and community wellbeing matters. 

4. Ensuring Hamilton is performing to the highest standard in the area of civil defence and emergency 
management. 

5. The execution of Council’s infrastructure and operational plans and strategies across Community asset 
classes.  

6. Funding to benefit the social, cultural, physical, and arts wellbeing of communities in Hamilton. 

7. Governance of strategies, policies and plans relating to the wellbeing, protection, enhancement, and 
sustainability of Hamilton’s natural environment as identified in this terms of reference. 

In addition to the common delegations on page 10, the Community and Natural Environment Committee 
is delegated the following Terms of Reference and powers: 

Terms of Reference: 

8. To provide direction on strategic priorities and resourcing for community infrastructure aligned to 
city’s overall development and oversight of strategic projects associated with those activities. 

9. To develop policy, approve community-related strategies and plans, and monitor their 
implementation. 

10. To receive and consider presentations and reports from stakeholders, government departments, 
organisations, and interest groups on community development and wellbeing issues and 
opportunities. 

11. To monitor Hamilton’s social demographics and social climate to assess current and future impacts on 
the Council and Hamilton communities. 

12. To monitor the performance of Hamilton’s civil defence and emergency management response against 
Council’s requirements under the Civil Defence Emergency Management Act including: 

a) implementation of Government requirements;  

b) contractual service delivery arrangements with the Waikato Regional Group Emergency 
Management Office 

13. To determine the funding priorities for the Community Grants Allocation Committees, in line with the 
Community Assistance Policy, Long Term Plan and Annual Plan. 

14. To determine the priority of Council projects suitable for contestable and philanthropic funding, 
excluding NZTA funding. 

15. To coordinate and make decisions on proposals, applications for external funding, and the distribution 
of Council funding and funding provided to Council for public art, recreational and community 
facilities, and amenity. 
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16. To develop policy, approve, and monitor implementation of plans and strategies in relation to the 
performance of Council’s investments in the Domain Endowment Fund and strategic property. 

17. To develop policy, approve strategies and plans for the sustainable use of Hamilton’s natural 
resources, and to monitor their implementation as identified in this terms of reference. 

18. To develop policy, approve strategies and plans for Council’s corporate environmental sustainability, 
and to monitor their implementation. 

19. To develop policy, approve strategies and plans for Council’s biodiversity, and to monitor their 
implementation. 

Special Notes: 
• The Committee may request expert external advice through the Chief Executive as necessary. 

The Committee is delegated the following powers to act: 
• Approval of Reserve Management Plans. 
• Performing the Council’s functions, powers, and duties (excluding those matters reserved to the 

Council by law, by resolution of the Council or as otherwise delegated by Council) under the Burial 
and Cremation Act 1964 and the Reserves Act 1977. 

• Approval of purchase or disposal of land for parks and reserves required for designated works or 
other purposes within the Committee’s area of responsibility which exceeds the Chief Executive’s 
delegations and is in accordance with the Annual Plan or Long Term Plan. 

• Approval of applications for Council projects suitable for contestable and philanthropic funding. 
• Approval of funding for recreational and community facilities and amenities in accordance with the 

Long Term Plan. 
• Approval of public art proposals put forward by the community and/or Council in accordance with 

the Public Art Development Process and approved budget. 
• Approval of the Heritage Fund grant allocation in line with the Heritage Plan. 
• Approval of matters determined by the Committee within its Terms of Reference.  
• Approval of acquisition or sale or lease of properties owned by the Domain Endowment Fund 

consistent with the Domain Endowment Fund Investment Policy, for any endowment properties. 
Note that if the Mayor and Chair consider that a final decision is more appropriately made by 
Council due to it’s significance, they may direct that and decision remains recommendatory, 
requiring ratification by Council. 

The Committee is delegated the following recommendatory powers: 
• The Committee may make recommendations to Council. 
• The Committee may make recommendations to other Committees. 

Recommendatory Oversight of Strategies: 
• Nature in the City 
• Open Spaces Strategy 
• Play Strategy 
• Arts and Culture Strategy 
• Age Friendly Plan 
• He Rautaki Whakawhanake Hapori - Community & Social Development 

Recommendatory Oversight of Policies and Bylaws: 
• Alcohol Control Bylaw  
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• Animal Nuisance Bylaw  
• Citizens Initiated Referenda Policy  
• City Honours Policy  
• Class 4 Gambling Venue Policy  
• Community Assistance Policy  
• Community Occupancy Policy  
• Cemeteries and Crematorium Bylaw  
• Cultural and Recreational Facilities Bylaw  
• Disability Policy  
• Dog Control Bylaw  
• Dog Control Policy  
• Domain Endowment Fund Policy  
• External Funding Applications Policy  
• Monuments and Memorials Policy  
• Naming of Roads, Open Spaces and Council Facilities Policy  
• Open Space Provision Policy  
• Parks, Domains and Reserves Bylaw  
• Permanent Public Art Policy  
• Provisional Local Alcohol Policy (if developed) 
• Psychoactive Substances (Local Approved Products) Policy  
• Prostitution Bylaw  
• Public Places Bylaw  
• Trading in Public Places Policy  
• Safety in Public Places Bylaw  
• Smokefree and Vapefree Outdoor Areas Policy 
• TAB Board Venue Policy 
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1 Apologies – Tono aroha  
 

2 Confirmation of Agenda – Whakatau raarangi take 
The Committee to confirm the agenda. 
 

3 Declaration of Interest – Tauaakii whaipaanga 
Members are reminded of the need to be vigilant to stand aside from decision making when a 
conflict arises between their role as an elected representative and any private or other external 
interest they might have.  

 

4 Public Forum – Aatea koorero 
As per Hamilton City Council’s Standing Orders, a period of up to 30 minutes has been set aside for 
a public forum.  Each speaker during the public forum section of this meeting may speak for five 
minutes or longer at the discretion of the Chair. 
 
Please note that the public forum is to be confined to those items falling within the terms of the 
reference of this meeting. 
 
Speakers will be put on a Public Forum speaking list on a first come first served basis in the Council 
Chamber prior to the start of the Meeting.  A member of the Council Governance Team will be 
available to co-ordinate this.  As many speakers as possible will be heard within the allocated time. 
 
If you have any questions regarding Public Forum please contact Governance by telephoning 07 
838 6727.  
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Committee: Community and Natural 

Environment Committee 
Date: 22 February 2024 

Author: Arnold Andrews Authoriser: Michelle Hawthorne  

Position: Governance Advisor  Position: Governance and Assurance 
Manager  

Report Name: Confirmation of the Open Community and Natural Environment 
Committee Minutes - 26 October 2023 

 
Report Status Open  
 
 

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi 
That the Community and Natural Environment Committee confirm the Open Minutes of the 
Community Committee Meeting held on 26 October 2023 as a true and correct record. 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - Community and Natural Environment Committee Minutes 26 October 2023 
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Committee: Community and Natural 

Environment Committee 
Date: 22 February 2024 

Author: Arnold Andrews Authoriser: Michelle Hawthorne  

Position: Governance Advisor  Position: Governance and Assurance 
Manager  

Report Name: Chair's Report 
 
Report Status Open  
 
 

Recommendation - Tuutohu 
That the Community and Natural Environment Committee receives the report. 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - Chair's Report 
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Committee: Community and Natural 

Environment Committee 
Date: 22 February 2024 

Author: Cait Cresswell Authoriser: Helen Paki  

Position: Strategy and Policy Advisor  Position: General Manager Customer 
and Community  

Report Name: Open Space Provision Policy - Deliberations and Approval 
 
Report Status Open  

Purpose - Take  
1. To inform the Community and Natural Environment Committee on the outcome of the public 

consultation for the proposed amendments to the Open Space Provision Policy 2018.  

2. To seek a recommendation from the Community and Natural Environment Committee that the 
Council adopts the proposed Open Space Provision Policy. 

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi (Recommendation to the Council)  
3. That the Community and Natural Environment Committee: 

a) receives the report; 

b) recommends that the Council adopt the Open Space Provision Policy 2018 (amended 
2024) (Attachment 1). 

Executive Summary - Whakaraapopototanga matua 
4. Hamilton Kirikiriroa has experienced significant growth and increases in population density 

since the Policy was first adopted in 2018. Best practise is for policies to be reviewed every 
three years, or with identified issues or changes in legislation. The policy was due to be 
reviewed and other factors also necessitated the review. 

5. Factors included the changes in Council's approach to growth and intensification due to 
direction from Central Government, the introduction of new Council strategies and plans, and 
proposed changes to Hamilton’s operative District Plan. These factors have impacted the need 
for parks within Hamilton Kirikiriroa to service current and future residents.  

6. Staff have proposed to make changes to the Policy that reflect Hamilton’s changing landscape.  

7. The key changes proposed are: 

i. Decrease walking distance provision targets for Neighbourhood and Community parks 
within Medium and High-Density Residential areas. 

ii. The inclusion of a policy direction stating that Council will seek opportunities to 
acquire park land early within greenfield areas and emerging areas where possible to 
reduce costs to the ratepayer and development community. 



 

Community and Natural Environment Committee Agenda 22 February 2024- OPEN Page 23 of 146 

Ite
m

 7
 

8. The Provision Policy targets only set an intent for park provision, they do not require Council to 
purchase land if funding proposals are not approved through the LTP or Annual Plan. 

9. Engagement consisted of an online survey hosted on Have Your Say and ran from 5 September 
to 3 October 2023. We received a total of 21 responses; 20 responses were received online, 
and one was a hardcopy response. Staff also engaged with Maaori partners through online 
meetings.  

10. Staff consider the draft changes to the Policy to be of medium significance and that the 
recommendations comply with the Council’s legal requirements.  

Background - Koorero whaimaarama 
11. The benefits of open space to the city include improvements to mental, physical, spiritual and 

social wellbeing, beauty and attractiveness, biodiversity, water filtration, city cooling, carbon 
capture, and the cities resilience to extreme weather events like flooding. 

12. The current Open Space Provision Policy was adopted on 26 June 2018. The Policy provides 
guidance to Council for the provision of public open space in Hamilton.  

13. The purpose and scope of the document is to: 

i. Guide the Council in strategic planning and investment decisions on open space 
provision.  

ii. Guide the Council in its decision-making processes regarding opportunities to acquire 
or dispose of open space.  

iii. Guide open space provision in other plans and policies, or specific development 
projects.  

14. The Policy review has been undertaken in response to changes that will impact on the demand 
for open space across the city, in particular: 

i. Increasing population density in Hamilton. 
ii. Adoption of new Council strategies. 
iii. Increasing value of land. 

15. Staff presented the amended draft policy to the Community and Natural Environment 
Committee 10 August 2023 for approval to consult. No additional changes are being proposed 
in the attached draft policy. 

Discussion - Matapaki 
16. Hamilton’s density has increased by 20% over the last decade with a large uptake of infill 

housing developments. Density is expected to increase by a further 18% over the next 10 years 
which will be largely influenced by Plan Change 12 and HUGS. 

17. The “Are we building harder, hotter cities? – The vital importance of urban green spaces 
report” (Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment, March 2023) report found that the 
amount of urban green space (including private and public) in Hamilton has declined by 15% 
since 1940, from 70% coverage to 55%. The reduction is predominantly due to dwellings being 
larger in proportion to the size of sections.  

18. The World Health Organization recommends that all residents within an urban setting should 
be within 400m (5 minutes) direct walking distance from an open space that is at least 0.5ha in 
size (neighbourhood park). 

19. Walking distance targets set under the Open Space Provision Policy set an aspirational goal for 
Council to improve the accessibility and quantity of green open space. 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Agendas/Community-and-Natural-Environment-Committee-Open-Agenda-10-August-2023.pdf
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Agendas/Community-and-Natural-Environment-Committee-Open-Agenda-10-August-2023.pdf
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20. The 2018 Open Space Provision Policy sets the following walking distance accessibility targets 
for our neighbourhood and community parks:  

i. Neighbourhood Parks – 500m walking distance for all residents  

ii. Community Parks – 1,500m walking distance for all residents  

21. The proposed amendments to the Policy include reducing walking distance targets in Medium 
and High-Density Residential Areas:   

i. 400m for neighbourhood parks; 

ii. 1,200m for community parks. 

22. The walking distance targets for all other residential areas would remain at 500m and 1,500m 
respectively. 

23. The updates to the walking distance targets aligns us with other metro councils including, 
Christchurch and Auckland.  

24. The draft amendments also include broadening of options to fill existing gaps through the 
provision of pocket parks and linear parks where the walking distance targets are not being 
met. 

25. As of June 2023, 83.85% of residents within Hamilton’s Medium and High-Density Areas were 
within a 400m walking distance of a neighbourhood park and 99% of residents were within 
1,200m walking distance of a Community Park.  

Public consultation 

26. Public consultation through an online survey occurred between April and October 2023. 
Including four weeks of a public survey and targeted engagement with Mana Whenua and 
Maataawaka.  

27. The public survey received 22 responses. Most respondents were in support of proposed 
changes to the policy:  

i. 76% (16 respondents) supported the reduction of walking distance targets for 
neighbourhood parks from 500m to 400m and community parks from 1500m to 
1200m within medium and high-density residential areas. 19% (4 respondents) did not 
support the proposed changes.  

ii. 81% (17 respondents) supported the inclusion of policy direction requiring Council to 
seek opportunities to acquire park land early in greenfield and emerging areas where 
possible.14% (3 respondents) did not support the proposed changes.  

iii. Comments in support generally focussed on the benefits of green spaces for people 
and the environment and the ability to save money through investing early.  

iv. Comments in opposition focussed on the costs of the changes or wanted more 
information on the proposal.  

28. There were no requests by respondents to speak to their submission, so no hearing was 
required.  

29. Initial meetings with Maaori partners occurred in April and May 2023. There was general 
agreement and support for the proposed changes.   
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Options 
30. Staff have assessed that there are three reasonable and viable options for the Committee to 

consider. The options are set out below: 

Option 1:  Recommend to the Council that the proposed Open Space Provision Policy is 
   adopted. 

Option 2:  Recommend to the Council that the proposed Open Space Provision Policy is 
   adopted with further amendments. 

Option 3:  Do not recommend to the Council that the proposed Open Space Provision 
   Policy is adopted. 

31. Staff recommend Option 1, that the Open Space Provision Policy is adopted with proposed 
amendments.  

32. If Option 2 is approved, community would not have had the opportunity to provide feedback 
on those amendments.  

33. If Option 3 is approved, status quo will remain. This would prevent Council from achieving the 
positive outcomes sought through the proposed changes.  

Financial Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro Puutea 
34. The review of Policy is a regular operating activity funded through the Long-Term Plan. The 

standard cost for a Policy review is approximately $15,000.  

35. Open Space Provision Policy targets set an intent for park provision; it is important to note that 
they do not require council to purchase land that is not funded through a long-term plan 
process.  From a financial perspective the Committee should consider: 

i. Where Policy changes recommend land is necessary to meet new walking distance 
targets in existing areas, staff will continue to bring any opportunities forward for 
council consideration.   

ii. Opportunities for land to be purchased to meet provision targets can be identified 
early within new growth cells and provision may be possible through Private Developer 
Agreements. 

iii. In emerging areas, the proposed policy changes intend to enable strategic park land 
purchase early when the value of that land is lower thus reducing costs in the long-
term.  

Legal and Policy Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-ture 

36.      Staff confirm that all options provided comply with Council’s legal and policy requirements. 

Climate Change Impact Statement 
37. Staff have assessed this option against the Climate Change Policy for both emissions and 

climate change adaptation. Staff have determined no adaptation or emissions assessment is 
required. 

Wellbeing Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-oranga tonutanga 
38. The purpose of Local Government changed on the 14 May 2019 to include promotion of the 

social, economic, environmental and cultural wellbeing of communities in the present and for 
the future (‘the 4 wellbeings’). 
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39. The subject matter of this report has been evaluated in terms of the 4 wellbeings during the 
process of developing this report as outlined below. The recommendations set out in this 
report are consistent with that purpose. 

Social 
40. The proposed updates to the Open Space Provision Policy seek to provide for better park 

provision throughout Hamilton. Adequate park provision will ensure that Hamilton’s residents 
have better access to a wide range of parks which will contribute towards people’s sense of 
belonging and social inclusion. 

Economic 
41.     Good park provision provides for a more prosperous community by contributing to the creation 

of an attractive city that people wish to call home. This brings economic benefits by making the 
city more enticing for investment, by attracting tourists, creating sources of employment, and 
by increasing property values. 

Environmental 
42. The proposed amendments to the Provision Policy seek to increase Council owned natural 

areas. Having more natural areas will enable biodiversity enhancement, the filtering of water, 
cooling the city, active modes of transportation and increasing the cities resilience to extreme 
weather events like flooding. 

Cultural 
43. Effective partnership with Iwi is integral to the success of the Provision Policy. Council respects 

the special status of tangata whenua, are committed to the principles of Te Tiriti O Waitangi 
and further Maaori aspirations through building mana-enhancing partnerships. 

44. Staff place a high level of importance on the Te Ture Whaimana o Te Awa o Waikato (Vision 
and Strategy for the Waikato River) when undertaking this Policy review. 

45. Iwi consultation was undertaken with Te Haa o Te Whenua o Kirikiriroa and Ngati Wairere 
April/May 2023. Both groups were supportive of the proposed amendments to the Open Space 
Provision Policy and the draft Policy will be sent to both groups for feedback during the public 
consultation period. 

Risks - Tuuraru 
46. There are no known risks associated with Option 1 to approve the draft Open Space Provision 

Policy.  

47. Proceeding with Option 3, creates a risk that Hamilton’s residents will not be provided with an 
adequate amount of open space to accommodate an increasing population density. 

Significance & Engagement Policy - Kaupapa here whakahira/anganui 

49. Community views and preferences are already known to the Council through engagement on 
the draft policy undertaken in April and October 2023. 

50.
 
Given the low level of significance determined, the engagement level is low. No engagement is 
required. 

 

48.
 
Staff have considered the key considerations under the Significance and Engagement Policy 
and have assessed that the recommendation(s) in this report has/have a low level of 
significance. 
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Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - Proposed Open Space Provision Policy 2024 

Attachment 2 - Proposed Open Space Provision Policy 2024 - Track Change version 

Attachment 3 - Open Space Provision Policy Review - Submission Insights Report 
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Committee: Community and Natural 

Environment Committee 
Date: 22 February 2024 

Author: Cait Cresswell Authoriser: Helen Paki  

Position: Strategy and Policy Advisor  Position: General Manager Customer 
and Community  

Report Name: Public Places Bylaw Review and Determination Report 
 
Report Status Open  

Purpose - Take  
1. To seek recommendation from the Community and Natural Environment Committee to the 

Council for approval to initiate the review of the Public Places Bylaw 2016. 

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi (Recommendation to the Council)  
2. That the Community and Natural Environment Committee: 

a) receives the report; 

b) recommends that the Council determines that a Public Places Bylaw is the most 
appropriate mechanism for addressing issues relating to the management of Public 
Spaces; and  

c) notes that staff will begin the review of the bylaw including the preparation of draft 
statements of proposal subject to b) being approved by Council.  

Executive Summary - Whakaraapopototanga matua 
3. Staff are seeking approval to review the Public Places Bylaw 2016 (the Bylaw).  

4. The Bylaw is reviewed every 10 years in accordance with Section 159 of the LGA. The review 
will align with the review of the Trading in Public Places Policy 2009 (amended 2020), which is 
currently due. 

5. Under Sections 155(1) and 160(1) of the Local Government Act 2002 (LGA) the Council is 
required to determine whether a bylaw is the most appropriate way of addressing the 
perceived problem. 

6. In order to start the review, staff are seeking a recommendation to the Council for 
determination that the Bylaw remains the most appropriate way of addressing issues relating 
to management of trading in public places.  

7. A full report with issues and options, proposed amendments and Statement of Proposal for 
community consultation will be brought back to the Committee through the review process.  

8. Staff recommend Option 1 – determine the bylaws are the most appropriate mechanism for 
management of trading in public places.  

https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads-v2/Documents/Policies/Trading-in-Public-Places-Policy_D-3372906_Revised-December-2020.pdf
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9. Staff consider the decision to commence the review of the bylaw has low significance and that 
the recommendations comply with Council’s legal requirements.  

Background - Koorero whaimaarama 
10. Section 145 of the LGA 2002 empowers the Council to make bylaws for one or more of the 

following purposes:  

i. protecting the public from nuisance (s.145(a) LGA); 
ii. protecting, promoting, and maintaining public health and safety (s.145(b) LGA); or 
iii. minimising the potential for offensive behaviour in public places (s.145(c) LGA). 

11. More specifically, within Section 146 of the LGA 2002, territorial authorities are empowered to 
make a bylaw for the purposes of trading in public places.  

12. The process will align with the review of the Trading in Public Places Policy 2009 (amended 
2020), which is currently due. 

Discussion - Matapaki 
13. The Public Places Bylaw was developed in 2009 (first review 2016) to regulate trading and signs 

within public places.  

14. The Public Places Bylaw sets rules to ensure protection and maintenance of public health and 
safety; and regulate trading and signs in public places. The bylaw enables Council to take 
relevant action if a nuisance does arise. 

15. Staff believe that the Bylaw is an effective way to manage trading in public places. Through the 
review process staff will explore any issues and options for amendments to improve the 
application of the Bylaw. 

16. Public Places are defined in the bylaw as: any place or space that is owned or controlled by 
Council and which is open to the public, and any road whether or not it is controlled by the 
Council, but excludes reserves which are regulated by the Parks, Domains and Reserves Bylaw 
2007 (including any amendments to that bylaw). 

17. The Public Places Bylaw applies to any public place within the Hamilton City Council boundary.  

18. The Public Places Bylaw will be reviewed at the same time as the Trading in Public Places Policy 
due to their similar scope. The bylaw outlines the rules, conditions, outlines penalty provisions, 
and provides a means for enforcement, whilst the policy provides more detail to help inform 
decision making and trading practises.  

19. A report that includes the Public Places Bylaw and the Trading in Public Places Policy will be 
brought to the June Community and Natural Environment Committee. Combining the reviews 
maximises use of staff time, engagement, and consultation processes.  

Options 
20. Two options are provided; however, staff recommend that the only reasonable option for the 

Council to consider is to make the proposed determinations to allow staff to commence the 
formal review process of Public Places review programme. The options are set out in the table 
below.   

Option 1 
(recommended) • Determines that a Public Places Bylaw is the most appropriate mechanism 

for addressing issues relating to the use of public places for trading. 

• Determines that a Public Places Bylaw is the most appropriate mechanism 
for addressing issues of public safety relating to protecting protection 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2002/0084/latest/DLM172978.html?search=sw_096be8ed81cce338_review+bylaw_25_se&p=1
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2002/0084/latest/DLM172979.html?search=sw_096be8ed81dd8cee_trading_25_se&p=1&sr=10
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads-v2/Documents/Policies/Trading-in-Public-Places-Policy_D-3372906_Revised-December-2020.pdf
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from nuisance, regulating trading and signs in public places, and for giving 
effect to the Policy.  

• Staff will review the Public Places Bylaw and Trading in Public Places Policy 
as a programme of work which will allow Council to maximise the use of 
staff time and consultation costings.  

Option 2  • Do not approve the review at this time.  

21. Staff recommend option 1 as this timing is proposed due to the Policy being due for review. 
Reviewing the Public Places Bylaw at the same time as the Trading in Public Places Policy will 
maximise use of staff time and reduce consultation costs.  

Next steps 

22. Staff will begin the review of the Public Places Bylaw and Trading in Public Places Policy 
through internal engagement. A full report with issues and options, a draft bylaw and 
Statement of Proposal for community consultation will be brought back to the Committee on 
11 June 2023. 

Financial Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro Puutea 
23. Bylaw and Policy review is a regular operational activity accounted for in the LTP. 

24. Including engagement costs and staff time the cost of the combined bylaw and policy review 
will be approximately $15,000. Aligning the reviews saves money through efficiencies in staff 
time and engagement costs.  

Legal and Policy Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-ture 
25. Staff confirm that the review of the bylaws, complies with Council’s legal and policy 

requirements. 

Climate Change Impact Statement 
26. Staff have assessed this option against the Climate Change Policy for both emissions and 

climate change adaptation. Staff have determined no adaptation or emissions assessment is 
required. 

Wellbeing Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-oranga tonutanga 
27. The purpose of Local Government changed on the 14 May 2019 to include promotion of the 

social, economic, environmental, and cultural wellbeing of communities in the present and for 
the future (‘the 4 wellbeings’). 

28. The subject matter of this report has been evaluated in terms of the 4 wellbeings during the 
process of developing this report as outlined below. 

29. The recommendations set out in this report are consistent with that purpose. 

Social 
30. The review of the Public Places Bylaw will consider how to ensure public spaces are safe and 

used in ways that positively contribute to the city’s identity and people’s enjoyment of public 
spaces.  

31. Safe public spaces positively contribute to social wellbeing by providing spaces for people to 
gather for activities or social engagement and interaction.  
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Economic 
32. The review of the Bylaw will consider how trading in public places can provide culinary, 

entertainment and art experiences that generate activity and vibrancy for Hamilton Kirikiriroa.  

33. The review of the Bylaw will consider how trading in public places is regulated in a way that 
strengthens the existing function of public spaces and the local economy, considering existing 
businesses and community needs. 

34. The review of the Bylaw will also consider how trading in public places can promote a 
welcoming image of Hamilton Kirikiriroa to residents and to visitors, encouraging more people 
to visit and spend time in public spaces.  

Environmental 
35. The review of the Bylaw will consider the possible environmental impacts of trading in public 

places and ensure that public places are kept clean and safe. 

Cultural 
36. The review of the Bylaw will include engagement with Mana Whenua and other cultural 

groups to understand any cultural issues. 

Risks - Tuuraru 
37. There are no known risks associated with the decisions required for this matter.  

38. The review of Bylaws is required every 10 years (or 5 years for first review), if we do not review 
bylaws they will lapse.  

Significance & Engagement Policy - Kaupapa here whakahira/anganui 
 

 

41. Section 156 of the LGA 2002 and Section 10 of the DCA 1996 provides direction on the level of 
public engagement required throughout the review process. 

42. Engagement with Council partners and interested community stakeholders will take place to 
support the drafting of the bylaws.  

43. Wider community consultation on the drafts will follow later in the process, and a Draft 
Statement of Proposal and any proposed amendments to the bylaw will be brought to the 
Committee for approval. 

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
There are no attachments for this report. 

  

39.
 
Given the statutory requirement to consult, staff have not considered the key considerations 
under the Significance and Engagement Policy to assess the significance of recommendation(s) 
in this report. 

40.
 
There is a statutory requirement to consult as per legislation outlined below. 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2002/0084/latest/DLM173404.html?search=sw_096be8ed81cce338_bylaw_25_se&p=1#DLM173404
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1996/0013/latest/DLM374494.html
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Committee: Community and Natural 

Environment Committee 
Date: 22 February 2024 

Author: Narelle Waite Authoriser: Helen Paki  

Position: Strategy and Policy Advisor  Position: General Manager Customer 
and Community  

Report Name: Cemeteries and Crematorium Bylaw - Deliberation and Adoption 
 
Report Status Open  

Purpose - Take  
1. To inform the Community and Natural Environment Committee on the outcome of the public 

consultation for the proposed amendments to the Cemeteries and Crematorium Bylaw 2012.  

2. To seek a recommendation from the Community and Natural Environment Committee that the 
Council adopts the Cemeteries and Crematorium Bylaw 2012 (amended 2024).  

 

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi (Recommendation to the Council)  
3. That the Community and Natural Environment Committee: 

a) receives the report; and  

b) recommends that the Council adopts the Cemeteries and Crematorium Bylaw 2012 
(amended 2024) (Attachment 1) effective from 10 April 2024, or other date resolved by 
Council. 

Executive Summary - Whakaraapopototanga matua 
4. The purpose of the Bylaw is to enable Council to set fees, control and set standards for the 

operation of cemeteries and crematoria within the boundaries covered by Council’s responsibility 
or ownership.  

5. The Cemeteries and Crematorium Bylaw 2012 (the Bylaw) is currently under review following 
Council’s determination that the Bylaw remains the most appropriate method of managing 
Council’s cemeteries and crematorium. 

6. Minor amendments to improve the Bylaw were identified during the review and pre-
engagement process. The proposed amendments were presented to the community during 
public consultation held from 23 August - 20 September.   

7. Public consultation indicated general community support for the proposed amendments. 
Additional changes through the engagement process have been included in the attached Draft 
Bylaw.  

8. Staff are requesting a recommendation to Council for the adoption of the Draft Bylaw 
(Attachment 1) to complete the review process and commence the updated Bylaw.    
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9. Staff consider the decision in this report has low significance and that the recommendations 
comply with Council’s legal requirements.  

Background - Koorero whaimaarama 
10. The Cemeteries and Crematorium Bylaw was first adopted in 2008 and reviewed in 2012.  

11. The Bylaw is now under its second review as per legislative requirement (LGA 2002). 
Determination was 16 February 2023. [Agenda, Minutes]. 

12. Preliminary engagement sought guidance and feedback from key stakeholders, including 
cemeteries operational staff, external stakeholders within the industry, and our Maaori 
partners.  

13. Pre-engagement confirmed assumptions that the Bylaw was working well but would benefit 
from minor amendments to reflect community need.  

14. The first draft was approved for community consultation at the 10 August 2023 Community 
and Natural Environment Committee meeting, and community consultation was undertaken 
from 23 August 2023 to 20 September 2023.  

15. The most recent Draft includes revisions made to respond to feedback through public 
consultation. These additional amendments add to the goal of improving clarity and 
readability.   

Discussion - Matapaki 
Engagement with Mana Whenua and Maataa Waka  

16. Throughout the process, Mana Whenua and Maataa Waka represented the importance of 
Hamilton’s cemeteries being places of burial that are suitable for all Hamiltonians – 
considerate of the different cultures and cultural practices within our city.  

17. Mana Whenua and Maataa Waka representatives chose not to submit to the online survey, 
and instead requested that their feedback through the review process was captured. They 
have viewed the current draft and are supportive of the additional proposed changes.  

Public consultation   

18. Consultation focussed on keeping the bylaw with the proposed minor amendments:  

i. changes to make the bylaw more permissive of memorials and tributes that allow for 
greater cultural expression while retaining an environment that is welcoming and 
respectful. 

ii. changes to better align natural burials to national best practice. 
iii. changes to align the bylaw with updates in legislation and management practices, or to 

provide clarity.  
iv. amending outdated references. 

19. Consultation took place between 23 August and 20 September 2023, and was available online 
through Have Your Say and hardcopies at libraries and municipal building.  

20. The approach also included an email to stakeholders and partners, elected member update, 
social media post to Facebook, public notice, and a news story in the New Zealand Herald.  

Feedback received 

21. The response rate to the consultation was low. However, this was anticipated considering the 
minimal proposed changes. 

https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Agendas/Community-and-Natural-Environment-Committee-Open-Agenda-16-February-2023.PDF
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Minutes/Community-and-Natural-Environment-Committee-Confirmed-Open-Minutes-16-February-2023.pdf
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22. We received a total of 21 responses: 17 online submissions, two emails and two hard copy 
responses. Of the 21 responses, 18 were from individuals and three were from organisations, 
groups, or businesses. The full submissions can be read online. 

23. Of the responses received, 67% agreed with council’s proposal to amend the current bylaw 
with minor changes, 24% disagreed with the amendments, and 9% did not answer this 
question. Two of the respondents who did not answer showed support for council’s proposal 
within their written submission.  

 
24. Feedback was also gathered from responses to the social media post, these comments largely 

focussed on maintenance at Hamilton Park Cemetery which is out of scope of the Bylaw 
review. Cemeteries staff are aware of this feedback and have responded where possible.   

25. A full analysis of the Have Your Say responses is available in the Insights Report Attachment 2. 

Deliberations 

26. Of the comments from those in support, the most common reasons for supporting minor 
changes to the bylaw were: 

i. the understanding that minor changes are needed to modernise the bylaw (4 
comments)  

ii. support for the inclusion of greater cultural expression through memorials and tributes 
(3 comments).  

27. Of the five respondents who disagreed, only three provided comments. The reasons for not 
wanting to see the bylaw amended were: 

i. concern that the amendment would mean the look and feel of the Hamilton Park 
Cemetery (Newstead) would change (2 comments). 

ii. stating that more substantial change was required, without further suggestion as to 
what those changes might be (1 comment). 

28. Comment on the visual aesthetic of Hamilton Park Cemetery was a theme across submissions 
for and against the proposed changes. The review process kept in mind the importance to 
maintain the visual aesthetic of Hamilton Park Cemetery and staff note that proposed changes 
will not impact the look and feel at our cemeteries.   

 

https://haveyoursay.hamilton.govt.nz/customer-and-community-services/cemeteries-and-crematorium-bylaw-review/consultation/published_select_respondent
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29. Staff have reviewed and considered the feedback and propose the following additional minor 
changes to the Bylaw:  

i. remove the reference to Oversize Caskets in the Plot Dimensions table for clarity. 
There are no oversize plots set aside as Cemeteries manage the need for larger plots as 
required.  

ii. define Beam and Berm for clarity. The initial draft removed definitions for Beam 
Cemetery and Berm Cemetery because these specific terms were not referred to in the 
Bylaw. Staff now propose to instead define Beam and Berm to explain these features.  

iii. clarify that no amount of zinc is approved for a coffin for cremation, as required by 
Council’s Resource Consent – Discharge to Air.  

iv. replace reference to ‘Veterans Affairs’ publications’ with Section 15(2) of the Burials 
and Cremation Act. This section of the Act provides for the Minister of Veterans’ Affairs 
to specify the operational service missions which allow for burial in service cemeteries. 
This will be a more direct way of presenting this rule. 

30. Some submissions referenced recommendations outside of the scope of the bylaw review, 
including fees, parks improvements for accessibility and a memorial tree park. Staff can note 
this feedback for future parks planning and cemetery projects.    

Next steps 

31. Should Committee and Council approve the Draft Bylaw, it is proposed to take effect from 10 
April 2024.  

32. The proposed changes are relatively minor and if adopted, would not have major impacts to 
operational practices.  

Options 
33. Three options are set out in the table below:  

Option 1 (recommended) – 
recommend the Council adopt 
the draft Bylaw 

• The Draft Bylaw, provided as Attachment 1 will be 
recommended to the Council for Adoption.  

• The proposed changes will form part of the Cemeteries 
and Crematorium Bylaw 2012 (amended 2024) from 10 
April 2024.  

• The updated Bylaw will include changes to improve the 
bylaw for accuracy, reflect modern management and 
cultural practices. 

Option 2 – maintain the 
existing Bylaw (status quo). 

• Recommend the Council approve the Bylaw with no 
amendments.  

• This option would not capture the needed improvements 
identified through the review, and parts of the Bylaw 
would be out of date. 

Option 3 – do nothing and 
revoke the bylaw 

• Do not approve the Draft Bylaw and cause the bylaw to 
be revoked in July 2024. 

• This option would leave Council with no bylaw to set rules 
to support the management and maintenance of Council’s 
three cemeteries and crematorium. 
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34. Staff recommend Option 1 because the Bylaw has been determined by the Council as the most 
appropriate mechanism for setting fees, controls and standards at our Cemeteries and 
Crematorium, and proposed changes have been supported by key stakeholders, Maaori 
partners and Elected Members throughout the review, and largely supported by the public in 
consultation.  

Financial Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro Puutea 
35. The costs associated with the review of the Bylaw are consultation materials, and staff time 

managing the review and engagement processes. The project costs are within the estimated 
$15,000.  

36. The review of the Bylaw is a regular operating activity funded through the Long Term Plan. 

Legal and Policy Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-ture 
37. Staff confirm that the review of the bylaw, complies with Council’s legal and policy 

requirements.  

38. Staff will send the proposed Bylaw to the Minister of Health prior to the bylaw being confirmed 
as required by legislation (Burials and Cremation Act 1964). Staff note that the previous 
Associate Minister of Health has viewed and acknowledged the first draft Bylaw, as taken to 
consultation.  

Climate Change Impact Statement 
39. Staff have assessed this option against the Climate Change Policy for both emissions and 

climate change adaptation. Staff have determined no adaptation assessment is required due to 
the proposed recommendation having little to no impact on climate change emissions or the 
environment. 

40. Staff have determined that there are no impacts on climate change emissions through the 
proposed draft bylaw and consultation plan.   

Wellbeing Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-oranga tonutanga 
41. The purpose of Local Government changed on the 14 May 2019 to include promotion of the 

social, economic, environmental, and cultural wellbeing of communities in the present and for 
the future (‘the 4 wellbeings’). 

42. The subject matter of this report has been evaluated in terms of the 4 wellbeings during the 
process of developing this report as outlined below. 

43. The recommendations set out in this report are consistent with that purpose. 

Social 
44. Reviewing the Cemeteries and Crematorium Bylaw is an opportunity to ensure Council best 

supports the Social Wellbeing of Hamiltonians by ensuring individuals, family, and whaanau 
have safe, healthy, and equitable access to farewell and remember loved ones.  

45. The changes proposed to be more permissible of monuments and tributes were focussed on 
enabling the diverse members of our community to memorialise their loved ones in a way that 
suits their values.  

Economic 
46. Review of the Bylaw heard feedback from the community on fees and other costs that can be 

taken into future consideration.  
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Environmental 
47. Cemeteries contribute to environmental wellbeing by ensuring that burials and cremation 

occur in safe and lawful ways. The bylaw ensures that all options for burial and cremations 
continue to be safe and protect environmental wellbeing.  

48. Correction has been made to the draft to ensure the Bylaw details rules that are in line with 
our current practice in managing our crematorium and discharge to air consent.  

Cultural 
49. Cemeteries are inherently culturally sensitive and have a high level of cultural significance 

across the community. Review of the Cemeteries and Crematorium Bylaw provides an 
opportunity to ensure that cultural wellbeing is being supported through the implementation 
of the bylaw. 

50. He Pou Manawa Ora sets out that Council will normalise the use of Te reo Maaori in Council 
communications. A bilingual title will respond to this action, and discussion with our Maaori 
partners supported the inclusion of a bi-lingual title for this Bylaw suggested as Ture aa-Rohe 
mo ngaa Waahi Tapu me te Whare Tahu Tuupaapaku.  

51. He Pou Manawa Ora sets a goal to increase Maaori response rates to submissions. While the 
response of the consultation was low, 28% of respondents identified as Maaori which exceeds 
the strategy goal.  

Risks - Tuuraru 
52. If the staff recommendation is not approved the Bylaw risks being revoked by legislative 

requirement on 5 July 2024 (s160A, LGA).  

53. Without the Bylaw it will be more difficult to effectively manage processes and protocols at 
our cemeteries and crematorium. In continuing to have the Bylaw Council will minimise 
compliance and reputational risk. 

54. Unmanaged risk can lead to non-compliance with relevant legislation and may result in 
enforcement action on Council (including prosecution). 

Significance & Engagement Policy - Kaupapa here whakahira/anganui 

 

57. When amending a bylaw made under the Local Government Act 2002 a local authority must 
consult (s156, LGA).  Staff considered the impact of the proposed changes and completed a 
public consultation process from 23 August - 20 September 2023.  

58. This report speaks to the public consultation undertaken and the community views and 
preferences heard throughout the consultation process.  

55.
 
Given the statutory requirement to consult, staff have not considered the key considerations 
under the Significance and Engagement Policy to assess the significance of the matter(s) in this 
report. 

56.
 
There is a statutory requirement to consult as per legislation outlined below. 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2002/0084/latest/DLM173416.html
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2002/0084/latest/DLM173404.html?search=sw_096be8ed81cce338_bylaw_25_se&p=1#DLM173404
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Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
Attachment 1 - Hamilton City Cemeteries and Crematorium Bylaw 2012 (Amended 2024) 

Attachment 2 - Hamilton City Cemeteries and Crematorium Bylaw 2012 (amended 2024) - final with 
  mark up 

Attachment 3 - Cemeteries and Crematorium Bylaw Review - Submissions insights report 
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Committee: Community and Natural 

Environment Committee 
Date: 22 February 2024 

Author: Narelle Waite Authoriser: Helen Paki  

Position: Strategy and Policy Advisor  Position: General Manager Customer 
and Community  

Report Name: Cultural and Recreational Facilities Bylaw - Deliberations and Request to 
Revoke 

 
Report Status Open  

Purpose - Take  
1. To inform the Community and Natural Environment Committee on the outcome of public 

consultation for the proposed revocation of the Cultural and Recreational Facilities Bylaw 
2012. 

2. To seek a recommendation from the Community and Natural Environment Committee that the 
Council revokes the Cultural and Recreational Facilities Bylaw 2012. 

Staff Recommendation - Tuutohu-aa-kaimahi (Recommendation to the Council) 
3. That the Community and Natural Environment Committee: 

a) receives the report; and 

b)   recommends that the Council revoke the Cultural and Recreational Facilities Bylaw 2012, 
effective from 1 May 2024, or other date resolved by Council.  

Executive Summary - Whakaraapopototanga matua 
4. The purpose of the Cultural and Recreational Facilities Bylaw 2012 (the Bylaw) is to enhance 

public safety at cultural and recreational facilities under the ownership or control of Hamilton 
City Council, by minimising offensive behaviour and potential risk to patrons. 

5. A review of the Bylaw revealed that minimising offensive behaviour at the facilities could be 
achieved using existing processes and without the need for the Bylaw.  

6. Public consultation undertaken from 8 - 30 November 2023 on a proposal to revoke the Bylaw 
indicated public support.  

7. Staff are requesting a recommendation to Council that the Bylaw be revoked effective 1 May 
2024.  

8. Staff consider the decision in this report have low significance and that the recommendations 
comply with the Council’s legal requirements.  

https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Bylaws/Cultural-and-Recreational-Facilities-Bylaw-2012_D-587027_05-July-2012.pdf
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Background - Koorero whaimaarama 
9. The Cultural and Recreational Facilities Bylaw was first adopted in 2008 and reviewed in 2012. 

The Bylaw is now under its second review as required by the Local Government Act 2002 (LGA 
2002).  

10. Staff identified the Bylaw was surplus to requirement during the review process because 
current management processes and Government legislation provide staff the same ability to 
respond to offensive behaviour.  

11. Preliminary engagement sought guidance from key stakeholders, including Maaori partners, 
cultural and recreational facilities staff, and Council legal services.  

12. Pre-engagement confirmed that the management practices at facilities would remain 
unchanged whether or not Council maintained the Bylaw.    

13. The Community and Natural Environment Committee meeting of 26 October 2023 [Agenda, 
Minutes] determined that the Bylaw was no longer the appropriate mechanism for managing 
offensive behaviour at Council’s cultural and recreational facilities (pools, libraries, the Waikato 
Museum and Artspost).  

Discussion - Matapaki 
Public Consultation   

14. The public engagement approach for the revocation proposal was approved by the Community 
and Natural Environment Committee meeting of 26 October 2023 [Agenda, Minutes]. 

15. Consultation took place between 8 - 30 November and was available online through Have Your 
Say and hardcopies at libraries, Water World, Waikato Museum, and municipal building.  

16. Consultation also included meeting with Maaori partners, an elected member update, public 
notice, posters, and social media posts to the libraries, museum, aquatics, and HCC Facebook 
pages.  

17. Staff recognised the proposal may cause concern to the community and communicated that 
the revocation would not affect how these facilities are currently managed.  

Feedback Received 

18. More than 11,500 people were reached on Council’s Facebook pages with four posts. More 
than 725 of those reached engaged with the posts on Facebook, which had had 17 comments, 
21 shares and 140 link clicks to the Have Your Say page.   

19. Council received 14 survey responses. 10 agreed with the proposal to revoke the Bylaw and 4 
disagreed. The full submissions can be read online. 

20. The key themes of those who agreed with the proposal to revoke the bylaw were:  

i. agreement that the bylaw is surplus to need.  

ii. requesting staff consider how our management practices may affect vulnerable 
communities.  

 

 

 

 

https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Agendas/Community-and-Natural-Environment-Committee-Open-Agenda-26-October-2023-v2.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Minutes/Community-and-Natural-Environment-Committee-Unconfirmed-Open-Minutes-26-October-2023-v2.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Agendas/Community-and-Natural-Environment-Committee-Open-Agenda-26-October-2023-v2.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads/Documents/Agendas-and-minutes/Minutes/Community-and-Natural-Environment-Committee-Unconfirmed-Open-Minutes-26-October-2023-v2.pdf
https://haveyoursay.hamilton.govt.nz/community-development-and-leisure/cultural-and-recreational-facilities-bylaw/consultation/published_select_respondent
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21. Reasons for not supporting revocation were: a perception that library staff do not have the 
means to deal with nuisance behaviour.support for the current Hamilton City Pool Rules. 
review costs.In response to the concerns raised, staff note:  

i. should the Bylaw be revoked, staff will maintain the same ability to remove customers 
who do not abide by facility rules. Keeping the Bylaw, even with amendments, would 
not increase the capacity of Council to respond to offensive or nuisance behaviour.    

ii. the Pool Rules will remain in place if the Bylaw is revoked.  

iii. the Bylaw review is required by legislation and is budgeted within operational costs. 

22. Abusive behaviour by customers towards our staff at facilities is never acceptable, Council has 
management policies and processes in place to respond to instances of unreasonable customer 
behaviour.  

23. Most submitters had understood the impact of the proposal. However, some responses 
indicate that the community would benefit from staff continuing to communicate the effects 
of the revocation.   

Options 
24. Three options for consideration are set out in the table below: 

Option 1 (recommended) – 
recommend the Council 
revoke the Cultural and 
Recreational Facilities Bylaw 
2012. 

• Recommendation to Council to revoke the Bylaw, 
effective from 1 May 2024.  

• The Waikato Museum, libraries and aquatics facilities can 
continue to manage customer behaviour with support of 
existing facility rules, charters, and policies. 

Option 2 – maintain the 
existing Bylaw (status quo). 

• Recommend the Council maintain the Bylaw with no 
amendments.  

• This option would mean Council retains a Bylaw that is 
not the best mechanism for responding to offensive 
behaviour.   

• Operational costs for ongoing reviews and Council reports 
to resolve amendments to facility rules will be required 
should the Bylaw remain.  

Option 3 – do nothing and 
cause the Bylaw to lapse. 

• The review will not be completed, and the Bylaw will be 
revoked in July 2024 by legislative requirement.  

• This option would have the same outcome as option 1 but 
includes potential risk that due diligence is not followed in 
completing the Bylaw review.   

25. Staff recommend Option 1 – the Cultural and Recreational Facilities Bylaw 2012 be revoked. 
This option recognises that the Bylaw provides no additional capacity to respond to nuisance 
behaviour than our existing management practices, policies, and legislation. Similarly, no 
amendments would respond to the issue better than the existing policies and legislation 
already do.  

26. The proposed revocation has been supported by key stakeholders, Maaori partners and 
Elected Members throughout the review, and largely supported by the public in consultation 
(71%).   
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Financial Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro Puutea 
27. The costs associated with the review of the Bylaw are consultation materials, and staff time 

managing the review and engagement processes. The project costs have been approximately 
$10,000.  

28. The review of the Bylaw is a regular operating activity funded through the Long-Term Plan. 

Legal and Policy Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-ture 
29. Staff confirm that the staff recommendation complies with Council’s legal and policy 

requirements.  

Climate Change Impact Statement 
30. Staff have assessed this option against the Climate Change Policy for both emissions and 

climate change adaptation.  

31. Staff have determined no adaptation assessment or emissions assessment is required. 

Wellbeing Considerations - Whaiwhakaaro-aa-oranga tonutanga 
32. The purpose of Local Government changed on the 14 May 2019 to include promotion of the 

social, economic, environmental and cultural wellbeing of communities in the present and for 
the future (‘the 4 wellbeings’). 

33. The subject matter of this report has been evaluated in terms of the 4 wellbeings during the 
process of developing this report as outlined below. 

34. The recommendations set out in this report are consistent with that purpose. 

35. There are no known Environmental or Economic Wellbeing considerations relevant to the 
decisions in this report.  

Social 
36. The review of the Cultural and Recreational Facilities Bylaw provides an opportunity to ensure 

Council is best enabling the community’s safe and equitable access to facilities that strengthen 
social wellbeing through art, culture, sport, recreation, and education.  

37. Revoking the Bylaw means we can be more flexible in responding to community needs and 
expectations.  

Cultural 
38. Our cultural and recreational facilities are community hubs that support the wellbeing of the 

community to share stories, values, customs, and to play. Our management policies cement 
rules for shared use of these spaces and enable the community to take advantage of these 
opportunities in a space that is safe.  

39. The review process has provided an opportunity for alignment with He Pou Manawa Ora, and 
to seek input from Mana Whenua and Maataa Waka through the engagement period. 

40. THaWK, Ngaati Wairere and Te Rūnanga o Kirikiriroa representatives have been consulted 
throughout the review and consultation process and all are supportive of the proposed 
revocation.   

Risks - Tuuraru 
41. There are no known risks associated with the decisions required for this matter.  
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Significance & Engagement Policy - Kaupapa here whakahira/anganui 
 

 

44. When making, amending or revoking a bylaw made under the Local Government Act 2002 a 
local authority must consult (s156, LGA).  Staff assessed the impact of the proposed revocation 
and held public consultation from 8 - 30 November under section 82 of the LGA 2002.  

45. This report speaks to the public consultation undertaken and the community views and 
preferences heard throughout the consultation process.  

Attachments - Ngaa taapirihanga 
There are no attachments for this report. 

      
   

42.
 
Given the statutory requirement to consult, staff have not considered the key considerations 
under the Significance and Engagement Policy to assess the significance of recommendation(s) 
in this report. 

43.
 
There is a statutory requirement to consult as per legislation outlined below. 

https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/2002/0084/latest/DLM173404.html?search=sw_096be8ed81cce338_bylaw_25_se&p=1#DLM173404
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Resolution to Exclude the Public 

Section 48, Local Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 

The following motion is submitted for consideration: 

That the public be excluded from the following parts of the proceedings of this meeting, namely 
consideration of the public excluded agenda. 

The general subject of each matter to be considered while the public is excluded, the reason for passing 
this resolution in relation to each matter, and the specific grounds under section 48(1) of the Local 
Government Official Information and Meetings Act 1987 for the passing of this resolution follows. 

General subject of each matter to 
be considered 

Reasons for passing this 
resolution in relation to each 
matter 

Ground(s) under section 48(1) for 
the passing of this resolution 

C1. Confirmation of the Public 
Excluded Community and 
Natural Environment 
Committee Minutes - 26 
Ocotber 2023 

 

)  Good reason to withhold 
)  information exists under 
)  Section 7 Local Government 
)  Official Information and 
)  Meetings Act 1987 
 

Section 48(1)(a) 

 

This resolution is made in reliance on section 48(1)(a) of the Local Government Official Information and 
Meetings Act 1987 and the particular interest or interests protected by Section 6 or Section 7 of that Act 
which would be prejudiced by the holding of the whole or relevant part of the proceedings of the meeting 
in public, as follows: 

   
Item C1. to maintain legal professional privilege 

to enable Council to carry out negotiations 
Section 7 (2) (g) 
Section 7 (2) (i) 
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