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We bring to your attention page 7 of the guideline from NZ Landcare Trust, which addresses the
pro’s and con’s of the Common/Black Alder.

The Common Alder is described by the New Zealand Plant Conservation Network as being
“ ..widespread, especially common in the Waikato and Wairarapa, where it can be a weed
problem”.

Over the years, Mr John Ormsby of Ecoarb Limited, an arborist, has been employed for advice,
pruning and tree cutting on the Land. Enclosed as Document 16 is an email from Mr Josh Ormsby,
addressing the Common Alder and the area purported to be an SNA.

Query how the land has a SNA notification when 80% of the trees are Common/Black Alders, an

. exotic tree, i.e. they are not indigenous.

In terms of fauna, the majority of the fauna is either birds, rabbits, rats and/or possums.

The Council does little to nothing to control the rabbits, rats and/or possums on its land. We
attempt to control the rats, possums and rabbits.

Those areas referred to in paragraph 3 (c) above, during the winter are akin to a wetland, but it
dries out in summer.

The Land is set back from the Waikato River, being esplanade reserve. The esplanade reserve
runs across the land, north to south. The esplanade reserve opposite the Land is comprised of
Common/Black Alders, Eucalyptus and other exotic trees with little to no natives. The esplanade
reserve has lost a number of trees due to wind damage.

In the proposed SNA area there is also “Wandering Jew” and “Privet”. These regularly grow and
these need to be controlled, we do this.

Whilst, we accept that we have eight native trees over some portions of the area proposed to be
within the SNA, they are minimal. This was the premise of our submission.

As a result of the original submission, 4Sight have re-evaluated the extent of the SNA and have
subsequently suggested thata “minor amendment be made to exclude fruit trees”. That change is
recorded on the plan contained in Hamish Dean’s evidence.

We are of the opinion that all the area purported to be a SNA should be excluded including the
20 or so Common/Black Alder trees that are centrally located within the SNA. As noted in the
attached correspondence from our arborist, these trees have limited ecological value and can be
a problem weed in the Waikato.

There does not appear to be any apparent or ecological value in applying the SNA overlay to this
pocket of trees. Furthermore, the ecological linkages that an SNA provides will not be adversely
affected by their removal, being that the SNA extends both north and south of the Land
regardless.
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23. I thus request that the extent of the SNA is either deleted or further refined to remove the pockets
of Common/Black Alders at the Land , as shown in the attached photographs and/or through
further on-site evaluation by 4Sight.
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