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Citizens’ Initiated Referenda Policy

Ko te Puutaketanga - Purpose

1.

The purpose of this Policy is to clarify the circumstances under which a Citizens’ Initiated
Referendum may be held.

From time to time Hamilton City Council may hold referenda on any matter relating to
either the services that are provided or that may be provided by Council, or any policy
or intended policy of the Council.

Referenda are held aby resolution of Council but may also be initiated through a petition
under this policy.

Ko te Whaanuitanga - Scope

4.

This Policy applies to Hamilton City Council staff and Elected Members.

Ko ngaa Tikanga Whakahaerere Kaupapahere - Principles of the Policy

5.

The guiding principles for this Policy are:

b. Council recognises the use of referenda as contributing and improving Council’s
decision-making through community involvement; and

c. The outcome of a Citizens’ initiated referenda will be non-binding until a time
where a Council decision has been made to make the referenda binding.

Ki ngaa Tikanga- Policy

Making a request for a Citizens’ Initiated Referendum

6.

10.

A Petition_containing not less than 1500 signatures of residents of Hamilton City,
inclusive of the principal petitioner, all being on the Electoral Roll for Hamilton City
and eligible to vote, shall be presented to the Hamilton City Council advising of the
petitioners' request for a referendum.

All petitions will be considered by Council, together with staff advice.
The subject of that petition must be considered by Council within 60 days of receipt.

If Council declines to hold a referendum as requested, the petitioners have a period
not exceeding 90 days from the Council's decision to collect a further petition
containing signatures from not less than 10 percent of Hamilton residents being on
the Electoral Roll for Hamilton City and eligible to vote to demand a referendum.

Failure to present a further petition within the 90-day period will invalidate the
request for a referendum.


https://hccgovtnz.sharepoint.com/sites/tahi-councilpol/Shared%20Documents/Forms/FoldersByName.aspx?FolderCTID=0x012000BB7247D3261CBE498D929D5F0C9892EA0092FBAE3B81B4F74589D1D6CA1EED4B6E&id=%2Fsites%2Ftahi%2Dcouncilpol%2FShared%20Documents%2FCitizens%20Initiated%20Referenda%20Policy%2FFinals&viewid=5e0c6fb4%2D47a2%2D4661%2D83fb%2Db7da37e3f496

Process for a Citizens Initiated Referendum

11.

12.

13.

14.

The sequence of events to be followed for a public-demanded referendum is as
follows:

a. The proposer submits a proposal for a referendum to Council and the wording
of the petition to demand the referendum must be determined in conjunction
with the Electoral Officer.

b. The proposer collects the details and the signatures for the petition in
accordance with the requirements of the valid petition criteria section.

c. The proposer presents the completed petition to Council.
d. The Electoral Officer validates the petition.

e. On receipt of a valid petition which meets the requirements of valid petition
criteria section. Council will, within fourteen (14) days, direct the Electoral
Officer to initiate the referendum in accordance with the Local Electoral Act
2001Council may decide in the interests of cost saving to delay a request for a
referendum to enable two or more issues to be decided concurrently or as part
of a triennial election.

f.  The referendum then takes place using the wording from the petition.

Once Council has determined that a referendum is required, the provisions of the
Local Electoral Act 2001 specify the detailed procedure to be followed. C.

Council will have the right to include counter-proposals to the subject of the petition
and require the two issues to be voted on jointly.

There shall be no restriction on the number of referenda held at any one time. No
similar petition shall be put to referendum again for a period of three years unless the
Council considers that there are extraordinary circumstances justifying a further
petition within that period of time.

Validate petition - criteria

15.

16.

18.

17.

18.

19.

The petition shall contain not more than twenty (20) eligible and original signatures
per page on A4 white paper.

Each signature shall be next to the printed name and address of the person signing,
given with sufficient detail to enable that person to be identified on the Electoral Roll
of Hamilton City.

The petition shall also include a statement that the act of signing the petition is no
more or less than a request to hold a referendum on the issue.

The petition must show the estimated cost of the referendum to the ratepayer. This
estimated cost will be provided by the Electoral Officer.

To request a referendum the petition must contain not less than 1508 signatures of
residents of Hamilton City, inclusive of the principal petitioner, all being on the
Electoral Roll for Hamilton City and eligible to vote (as outlined in making a request
for a Citizens’ Initiated Referendum section).

To demand a referendum, the petition must contain signatures from not less than
10% of Hamilton residents, all being on the Electoral Roll for Hamilton City and eligible
to vote (as outlined in in making a request for a Citizens’ Initiated Referendum
section)



Consequences of referenda

20.

21.

22.

The result of the referendum shall not be binding on the Council, but the Council shall,
where legally possible, give favourable consideration to the view of the majority of
valid votes cast at a referendum. Where there are legal or other constraints on the
Council, the Council shall endeavour to inform the public prior to the referendum of
the qualifications on its decision-making process.

The principal petitioner may appoint up to three (3) scrutineers to observe the
counting of votes and the procedures used. Any informality of procedure must be
advised in writing to the Chief Executive of Hamilton City Council by the principal
petitioner or one of the scrutineers so appointed within seven (7) days of the results
of the referendum being declared by the Electoral Officer.

No issue becoming the subject of a referendum will proceed or be withdrawn until the
issue has been declared valid or invalid. Council may proceed with or withdraw any
issue where there are legal requirements or where the Council considers that there is
a good reason.

Ko te Aroturukitanga me te Whakatinanatanga - Monitoring and
implementation

23.

The policy will be reviewed every three years or at the request of Council, or in
response to changed legislative and statutory requirements, or in response to any
issues that may arise.

Ko ngaa Tohutoro - References

Local Electoral Act 2001





