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Improving the Wellbeing of Hamiltonians 
Hamilton City Council is focused on improving the wellbeing of Hamiltonians through delivering to our five 
priorities of shaping: 

• A city that’s easy to live in 

• A city where our people thrive 

• A central city where our people love to be 

• A fun city with lots to do 

• A green city 

The topic of this submission is aligned to the priority ‘A green city’.  

Council Approval and Reference 
This staff submission was approved by Hamilton City Council’s Chief Executive on 21 April 2023.  
 
Hamilton City Council Reference D-4651009 - Submission # 733. 
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It should be noted that the following submission is from staff at Hamilton City Council and does not 
therefore necessarily represent the views of the Council itself.  

 

Key Messages 
1. We support the application by the Waikato Regional Council to import or release the fruit fly, 

Anastrepha australis, as a biological control agent for the invasive weed moth plant, Araujia 
hortorum, in Aotearoa New Zealand. 

2. Moth plant is one of our “zero tolerance weeds” due to its habit of dispersing millions of wind-
borne seeds over vast areas. It also presents a health risk to plant pest operators. 

3. Weed control and maintenance is a significant issue (and cost) for Hamilton City Council in 
delivering its Nature in the City Programme target of 10% native vegetation cover by 2050 - refer 
here 

4. The programme would benefit from having additional tools to manage “zero tolerance weeds” such 
as moth plant and assist in ensuring that native restoration plantings can be managed and 
maintained to achieve canopy closure. 

Introduction  
5. Hamilton City Council staff welcome the opportunity to make a submission to the Environmental 

Protection Authority on the Application to Introduce a Fruit Fly to Combat Moth Plant. 

6. We support the overall direction and intent of the Waikato Regional Council’s Application. 

Application to Import or Release a Fruit Fly for Biological 
Control 

7. Hamilton City Council staff support the application by the Waikato Regional Council to import or 
release the fruit fly, Anastrepha australis, as a biological control agent for the invasive weed moth 
plant, Araujia hortorum (synonym of Araujia sericifera), in Aotearoa New Zealand. 

8. Moth plant is widely distributed in Aotearoa New Zealand, including within Hamilton City. It can 
grow up and over trees to reach over 5 metres tall. It forms heavy masses of foliage that can 
physically break down the trees, as well as shading and killing underlying vegetation. It grows 
equally well creeping over the ground and shading out low-stature vegetation such as regenerating 
seedlings.  

9. Moth plant is one of our “zero tolerance weeds” due to its habit of dispersing millions of wind-
borne seeds over vast areas. It presents a health risk to plant pest operators due to its corrosive sap 
and we are also seeing an increase in the number of customer complaints about this particular pest 
plant. 

Hamilton City Council’s Nature in the City Programme 
10. Weed control and maintenance is a significant issue (and cost) for Hamilton City Council in 

delivering its Nature in the City Programme target of 10% native vegetation cover by 2050 - refer 
here 

11. The programme would benefit from having additional tools to manage “zero tolerance weeds” such 
as moth plant and assist in ensuring that native restoration plantings can be managed and 
maintained to achieve canopy closure. 

https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads-v2/Documents/Strategies/HCC-Nature-in-the-City-Strategy-2020-50_D-3572664_December-2020.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads-v2/Documents/Strategies/HCC-Nature-in-the-City-Strategy-2020-50_D-3572664_December-2020.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads-v2/Documents/Strategies/HCC-Nature-in-the-City-Strategy-2020-50_D-3572664_December-2020.pdf
https://storage.googleapis.com/hccproduction-web-assets/public/Uploads-v2/Documents/Strategies/HCC-Nature-in-the-City-Strategy-2020-50_D-3572664_December-2020.pdf
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Further Information and Hearing 
12. Should the Environmental Protection Authority require clarification of the submission from 

Hamilton City Council staff, or additional information, please contact Matthew Vare (Programme 
Manager - Nature in the City - Parks and Recreation) on 07 838 6507, email 
matthew.vare@hcc.govt.nz in the first instance. 

13. Hamilton City Council representatives do not wish to speak at the Environmental Protection 
Authority’s hearings. 

 
Yours faithfully 

 
Lance Vervoort 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

mailto:matthew.vare@hcc.govt.nz
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