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Arbor Day – April 24

APRIL
SPECIAL EVENTS

TERRACE
SPECIAL EVENTS

Monday, April 6
Mary McAlary, Presenting Devotions and Hymn Sing ............2:30

Wednesday, April 8
Music with Eddie Francisco ....................................................2:30

Thursday, April 9
Nancy Buchanan Presents Age of Aquarius............................10:00

Friday, April 10
Good Friday, Communion Service ..........................................2:00

Sunday, April 12
Easter, Church Service with Ron Lugten .................................3:00

Monday, April 13
Bible Study with Judy Estell ....................................................2:30

Tuesday, April 14
Family Event Candy Bar Bingo ...............................................6:30

Thursday, April 16
Music by Dan & Rose Beukema .............................................2:30

Monday, April 20
Performance by “The Slice of Life”..........................................2:30

Wednesday, April 22
Birthday Party with Harmonica Traditions ..............................2:30

Thursday, April 30
Concert by the Coopersville Old Kids Choir.........................10:30

Monday, April 6
Mary McAlary, Presenting Devotions and Hymn Sing ............2:30

Wednesday, April 8
Music with Eddie Francisco ....................................................2:30

Thursday, April 9
Music with Melissa................................................................10:00

Friday, April 10
Good Friday, Communion Service ..........................................2:00

Sunday, April 12
Easter, Church Service with Ron Lugten .................................3:00

Tuesday, April 14
Family Event Candy Bar Bingo ...............................................6:30

Thursday, April 16
Music by Dan & Rose Beukema .............................................2:30

Monday, April 20
Performance by “The Slice of Life”..........................................2:30

Wednesday, April 22
Birthday Party with Harmonica Traditions ..............................2:30

Thursday, April 23
Music with Melissa................................................................10:00

Thursday, April 30
Concert by the Coopersville Old Kids Choir.........................10:30



Valentine’s cheers Valentine's Day brought out the red solo cups,
which have many uses.

Valentine's games brought serious fun. Jays hat says it all! Congrat’s Jay!

The Pancake Supper was delicious especially
when shared with friends…

…and family. The ladies of the baking club make the
best cookies.

Helping the birds make it through the winter

Bingo with our lucky GVSU Friends! Competitive game of ladderball, and…
she scored.

Focusing on coinhole and root beer floats. Providing inspiring bags for others.



other sons for a total of 4 boys and one daughter. She
now has 12 grandchildren and 23 great grandchildren. 

Isabelle tends to shy away from making cookies. She
brought dozens of cookies weekly to the Eastmanville
Farm for 10 years, and then 7 to 9 dozen of cookies
weekly to seniors. She doesn’t have a favorite cookie, but
she said her children loved her smoked ham with pineap-
ple juice. 

When asked about hobbies she said 2 expressions
come to mind. One being, “she was born with a pencil
in her hand”, and the other is “me and my needle fight.”
She had to do a lot of mending and that needle would
battle her. It would knot the thread, refuse to allow the
thread through the needle, and just fight with her. The
pencil on the other hand would work like a charm. She
has been writing all her life and still loves to. Yesterday,
she penned a poem, which she would like to share. Be-
fore I do, I must say it was wonderful getting to know Is-
abelle, she exudes joy. If you see her, she will be glad to
share her poetry with you. Thank you, Isabelle for shar-
ing a part of your story with us.

Isabelle J.
Isabelle J. is a woman of faith, a farmer, a poet, and

known for her gift of laughter. Isabelle was born in Bor-
culo. Her father, a farmer, worked on farms in North
Holland, Noordeloos, and Beaverdam, where she grew
up. In her teens Isabelle was a member of the Young Peo-
ple Society, but in order to attend she had to walk to and
from church. Boys being boys, discovered quickly that if
they could get a car they could cruise around and meet
lovely girls walking back and forth to church. Now Is-
abelle lived on the Old Country Hill Road, which did-
n’t have much traffic. One day a car started to peak over
a hill and head toward them, they did do a drive bye, but
turned around and came back for a nice chat. The old-
est boy in the car got out, opened the door for Isabelle,
and rode in the back with her. Her friend, who was
younger, rode in the front with his younger brother. Is-
abelle saw God’s hand in all of it, and 4 and ½ years later
they were married. Her best friend became her sister-in
law, as she married the younger brother. Isabelle and Ben
were married for 68 and ½ years, but they knew each
other for 73 years! After they married, she moved to Al-
lendale. They owned 60 acres and lived on their farm for
67 and ½ years. Ben worked at Keeler Brass, and both Is-
abelle and Ben worked the farm.
They had about 10 cows they
milked, and they worked hard rais-
ing crops. They even worked the
farm for 5 years with horses before
getting a tractor. One evening in
October, harvest time, specifically
corn season, her husband hurried
home from work and went right
out to work on harvesting the corn.
With him being so busy Isabelle
went out and milked 5 cows by
hand, sitting on the milk stool. She
finally finished chores at 8:00 p.m.
That night at 2:00 a.m. her son
Roger was born! She will never for-
get her doctor saying, “I think there
is another one coming!”  Three
minutes later her only daughter
Sharon was born. Isabelle had 3

Resident Spotlight
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A Reflection of the Past

I’m here today to reflect on the past,
Of bye-gone days of husband and wife;

We lived our lives on low-class key,
Through it all we were truly blessed!

The gift of health came from above,
As days of toil we shared together;

There is no easy plan of work,
But blessings came whate’r befall.

The fresh outdoor air to breathe,
A mixture of sunshine and rain;

The change of seasons such a wonder,
So much needed by a farmer.

Raising 5 precious children together,
Now are all on their own;

Many grandchildren and great grans,
Our fourth generation completed.

On an early Saturday evening,
Of April 15, 2017

Jesus quietly came to Ben and said,
“My child, I’m taking you home with me”;

Ben left so gently I had no time to say,
My love, to him his wife, “Good Bye.”



band, sing, cheer, play soccer, water polo, tennis,
football, baseball, volleyball, basketball, softball, and
track, whew. We thought our kids had covered all the
sports, but we just discovered our grandson is doing
robotics and golf. I am not sure how that will work,
because I will have to just do the polite clap, which
is new for me. As a family we enjoyed staying busy.
We recently bought a cabin by Big Star Lake that we
just finished remodeling. We still like to travel, and
in October my husband and I went on an anniver-
sary trip to Hawaii. We were able to hike across a vol-
cano crater and watch the sea turtles come in. We

spend quality time walking,
whether it is outside on a na-
ture trail, or on cold days, a
few laps around Costco. My
husband and I met playing
volleyball, which I still enjoy
playing, and he golfs which, I
do occasionally with him if I
am not reading a good book.
I am so happy that I am here
at Sheldon Meadows. I have
been encouraged daily by the
residents, and they bring such
joy and much fun and laugh-
ter to my life. I am thankful
for my new job and look for-
ward to the future.

My name is Nancy Staal. You see me wandering
the hallways or in the activity room, chatting with
residents and loving it when they join us for activi-
ties. I am the new Life Enrichment Coordinator
and I am thrilled to be here! As I settle in, I find my-
self relishing this position more and more. The res-
idents bless me on a regular basis. The staff has been
positive, encouraging and a joy to get to know and
work alongside. I grew up here in Hudsonville, and
moved all the way to Holland for a short time, and
then moved back and raised my three children here.
As a family we spent a lot of time camping in the
summer and exploring nature.
Once when we were in Col-
orado we went on a hike and
almost came head to head
with a bull moose. He was
beautiful, but it was a little
close for my comfort. On that
trip we made many memories
because we went rock climb-
ing, white water rafting and
tobogganing down the Alpine
Slide. As the kids grew, we
were very involved in sports. I
loved cheering, yelling (sorry,
refs) and rooting for my kids.
My husband and I coached
and watched them march in
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Staff Anniversaries
Thank you for all you do!!

Terri S........................................................9 years
Katy M. .....................................................5 years
Chari S. .....................................................5 years

Julia K. ......................................................2 years
Margaret C. ................................................1 year 

Nancy Staal

Department Spotlight



Happy
April Fool’s Day!

As COVID-19 (Coronavirus) is becoming
more widespread in the U.S. and around the
world, we are working to ensure our staff is
prepared. We are monitoring the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)
website daily and will update policies and
protocols based on the latest information and
recommendations. We are re-educating our
staff on proper handwashing and making sure
appropriate supplies are available to them at all
times. Our focus right now is prevention. To
that end, we are asking that you please
postpone your visit if you have been exposed to
COVID19 (Coronavirus) or have felt any of
these symptoms: fever, shortness of breath, sore
throat, cough, body aches, chills, respiratory
problems, diarrhea or nausea. We understand
there is concern, especially with the amount of
media coverage, so we want you to know that
we are taking appropriate steps for the
protection of everyone at Sheldon Meadows.

Administrator Notes

Joan C. 4/1
Marie L. 4/7
Barbara O. 4/7
Carol V. 4/16
Grace B. 4/21
Grace M. 4/24
Millie W. 4/29

Welcome to...
Welcome to our new friends!

Marvin B., Michael P., Dorothy B., Klazien K.,
and Marvin G.

We are excited to get to know you!

BirthdaysBirthdays

With Deepest Sympathies...
Our thoughts and prayers are extended

to the family and friends of
Richard D., Vera W., Eva W., and Hilda P.
Thank you for sharing their lives with us.

Thank You...
A special thank you to everyone who made

the Vintage Fashion Show a special event. We
had many volunteers, including our beautiful
models. Models were family members, staff, and
GVSU students, each model was stunning as she
walked the runway. Each of you made it a won-
derful evening.

Tuesday, April 14
we will be hosting a

Family Candy Bar Bingo Night
We will be starting at 6:30 with Bingo being

played in the East & West Dining Room.

Save the Date:

race M. 4/
illie W.WW 4/

APRIL
1 !


