
Heritage Senior Communities
“Your Home for Today…and for Tomorrow” November 2019 • Issue 11

850 Seminole Road, Norton Shores, MI 49441 • Phone: 231-780-2944 • Fax: 231-780-2599
Email: seminoleshores@heritageseniorcommunities.com

Management
Staff

Kurt Sapp
Administrator

Candy Bitson
Resident Services Coordinator

Jodi Hinds
Life Enrichment Coordinator

Chef Brenda Olson
Food Service Manager

David Hubbell
Maintenance Supervisor

Hayley Soliz
Housekeeping Supervisor

Cathy Guiles
Office Manager



VETERANS DAY �� NOVEMBER 11

NOVEMBER GENERAL
SPECIAL EVENTS

NOVEMBER TERRACE
SPECIAL EVENTS

Nov. 7 Canine Companions....................................................6:00

Nov. 4 Painting with a Purpose with Laurie ..........................10:00
Music with Chris .........................................................2:00

Nov. 6 Beltone Hearing -free cleaning.....................................9:00

Nov. 7 Seminole Shore’s Anniversary Open House..................2:00

Nov. 8 Christian Church with Chaplin Curtis ......................10:00

Nov. 9 Veteran’s Pancake Breakfast for our 
veterans and their families..........................................9:00

Nov. 11 Music with Marvin ......................................................2:00

Nov. 12 Rhythm Language Interactive Music ...........................3:00

Nov. 14 Canine Companions....................................................6:00

Nov. 15 November Birthday Party ............................................3:00

Nov. 18 Concert with Marty Miller ..........................................2:00

Nov. 20 Tai Ji with Chris ..........................................................9:30

Nov. 21 Canine Companions....................................................6:00

Nov. 22 Michigan Travelogue with Kyle....................................2:00

Nov. 25 Music with Chris Sloan ...............................................2:00

Nov. 26 Rhythm Language Interactive Music with Max............3:00

Nov. 4 Painting with a Purpose with Laurie ..........................10:00
Chef ’s Forum ..............................................................2:00

Nov. 6 Beltone Hearing -free cleaning.....................................9:00

Nov. 7 Seminole Shore’s Anniversary Open House..................2:00

Nov. 8 Christian Church with Chaplin Curtis ......................10:00

Nov. 9 Veteran’s Pancake Breakfast for our
veterans and their families..........................................9:00

Nov. 11 Music with Marvin ......................................................2:00

Nov. 12 Rhythm Language Interactive Music ...........................3:00

Nov. 15 November Birthday Party ............................................2:30

Nov. 18 Concert with Marty Miller ..........................................2:00

Nov. 20 Tai Ji with Chris ..........................................................9:30

Nov. 22 Michigan Travelogue with Kyle....................................2:00

Nov. 25 Music with Chris Sloan ...............................................2:00

Nov. 26 Rhythm Language Interactive Music ...........................3:00

Nov. 27 Singing Christmas Tree ................................................6:00



According to Jan, the
rabbit wants to go home

with her

Irene having a great time at the critter barn Harriet Izzy

Karen Mattie

John

Dot and Ardis participate in the Reading
Buddies Program

Izzy and Ruth listen to Mona Shores students
as they practice reading for an audience

Marjorie and Volunteer Brenda show off their
latest braclet creation

Ted

Gary



George would have together. She had two boys with
George, named Dan and Camron. Eventually, having sev-
eral of the kids moved out, the remaining family moved
out to Stoney Lake where Cora and George spent the next
twenty-seven years. George had his heart set on a cabin
on the lake and promised Cora he would renovate it and
expand the two-bedroom cabin, giving her a lovely home.
George came through with his promise, and after two
years, while keeping a full-time job, George had the house
finished. She told me they even jacked up the whole cab-
in to pour a foundation, a nerve-wracking experience for
her to watch. After all the kids were gone, George and
Cora realized the home was more than wanted to keep
up with, so they moved to Whitehall in 2001. They en-
joyed retirement and take off for months at a time to Ari-
zona, staying in a condo on Lake Havasu. After return-
ing home from one such trip, they got the news that
George had Alzheimer’s disease. That would be their last
vacation together. Cora spent the next three years being
a caregiver for George. After he passed away, Cora was
ready to down size once again. She bought a condo out
by the Lakes Mall. At the condos she made many friends,
who are dear to her today. She also met many good peo-
ple when she started volunteering at the desk of Poppen

House, an end of life facility. She
found it very rewarding and was
sad to leave after four years. She
said she knew it was time though
because the desk chair was on
wheels and she no longer felt
steady having to get up and
down from that chair.

Cora is such a gracious per-
son, she glows with her bright
smile as she tells me how grate-
ful she is for the good life she has.
She has twenty-three grandchil-
dren and twenty-three great-
grandchildren. Only Camron
lives out of state (in Wisconsin)
and Michael spends winters in
Florida. She tells me “they are my
everything!” Her life it good.

Cora’s mother and father moved to the United States
from the Netherlands. Her eldest siblings were born in
the Netherlands, but Cora was born in Dalton, Michi-
gan. Nine months after she was born her father tragically
passed away. Not only did it leave her mother with an
infant to care for, but she was also pregnant at the time.
In all, there was seven children. The family moved to
Muskegon Heights and at the age of four, Cora’s moth-
er remarried. They lived on a farm at the foot of Mona
View Cemetery. There Cora lived until the war years came
along. Cora had a sister who was married to a soldier and
she was alone. So, Cora went to live with her in Grand
Haven. 

Cora’s first job was at Woolworth’s Dime Store in
Muskegon Heights. It was there she met Jack, her first
husband. The couple had four children, Michael, Sheryl,
David, and Curtis. They lived in Norton Shores and Jack
worked at the Kaydon Factory. I had the pleasure for con-
ducting Cora’s interview while Cora’s son, Curtis, was vis-
iting. I asked him about his memories growing up. He
immediately remembered his mom and Aunt canning in
the basement and the wonderful homemade lunches he
got for school (including chocolate cake). There was also
family fun, like camping. Cora’s memories about camp-
ing was how it rained most of the
time. Curtis, however, didn’t re-
member the endless rain. His
fondness of those family vaca-
tions was evident, when he told
me that, to this day, he has a rock
sitting on his desk from the
Platte River, where, as a kid he
proudly painted the word Plat-
te on it for a keepsake. 

Cora’s marriage to Jack last-
ed 16 years. After which she mar-
ried George, who had two chil-
dren, Scott and Bonnie. But
the fun didn’t stop there. When
Cora’s eldest son was graduating
from high school, and on the
cusp of adulthood, Cora sat in
the stands watching, and preg-
nant with her second son she and

Resident Spotlight
Cora
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This November marks three years that
Star will have worked for Seminole Shores.
I asked her how she came about the idea
of working as a caregiver.  It started back
when she volunteered to go along with her
mom, who was a caregiver for an in-home
care service.  She knew then that she want-
ed to help people either by being a case-
worker or a registered nurse.  Also, when
her great grandmother had dementia, Star
would help her grandpa care for her.

Someday she hopes to
take on her dream of
owning her own busi-
ness selling hair exten-
sions.  She loves wearing
them and having long
hair.  People continual-
ly ask her about them.
Until then, she is happy
to be here, giving to
others and making a dif-
ference in her world.

Star grew up in a loving home with her
mom and her sister, Isis.  Her mother
would tell folks that when Star was a child
she could dance before she could talk.  She
had a passion for dancing and was in dance
groups with friends while growing up.
Mom also told folks that Star was a Diva.
Well, after all Mom, you did name her,
“Star.”  

Looking ahead to the future Star is ex-
cited about a trip she’s taking next summer
to Kosovo.  She’ll be go-
ing with her boyfriend of
six years, her sister and
her brother-in-law.  She
explained to me that her
brother-in-law is of Al-
banian decent and he
still has family there.
Her sister has gone to
Kosovo many times with
him and she loves it
there.  Star is exited to go
and see for herself what
it’s like living in a culture
very different from her
own.

Department Spotlight
Staff Anniversaries

Thank you for another year of service, and for all that you do!

Star

David H. ...............................11/9/2009
Jessica J................................11/25/2011
Vanessa H............................11/06/2017

Odell T. ...............................11/23/2016
Intasar T. .............................11/29/2016
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Eat – Watch Football – Eat – Repeat. Happy Thanksgiving!Eat – Watch Football – Eat – Repeat. Happy Thanksgiving!Eat – Watch Football – Eat – Repeat. Happy Thanksgiving!

Welcome to...
We would like to extend a warm
welcome to our new neighbors:

Steve R., Cora H.,
Robert “Q” M., and Susan G.

Administrator Notes
Thanks for your patience as the instal-

lation for the door mag locks will be fin-
ishing up early this month. Having
resident doors shut has been a challenge
but, it’s soon to be remedied for good.
The mag locks will have us in complete
compliance with fire regulations. Just in
time for the joyous holiday season that is
approaching.

Speaking of the holidays, you will re-
ceive, in the mail, information on Semi-
nole Shore’s new improved services we
will offer for Thanksgiving Dinner. Be on
the look-out for that! 

Our Christmas Holiday Open Houses
this year are as follows:

Tuesday, Dec. 3rd at 4:30 - 5:30
Christmas Open House

for Terrace Residents and Families

Thursday, Dec. 5th at 4:30 - 6:00
Christmas Open House

for General Residents and Families

Both Christmas Open Houses will
have the same wonderful buffet prepared
by Chef Brenda and her staff, as well as
musical entertainment. We hope to see
you all there!

Thank you to all that participated in
the Fall Satisfaction Survey. We appreci-
ate your feedback and rely on it to help us
better serve you.

BirthdaysBirthdays
11/3......................................Steven R.
11/4 .....................Walter “Stretch” H.
11/10...................................Shirley C.
11/11.....................................Laura C.
11/19 .........................................Jon V.
11/20 .....................................Greta B.
11/30 .....................................Karen V.

With Deepest Sympathies...
Our thoughts and prayers are extended

to the families and friends of
Ralph W., and Adele B.

Follow Humans of Heritage for photos 
& stories of our wonderful residents, staff 
and more, on social media:

@humansof_heritage

#humansof_heritage Heritage Senior Communities

www.heritageseniorcommunities.com


