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IDENTIFYING KEY AREAS OF 
INFLUENCE

93% of UW’s direct 
emissions are from the 
power plant



NEW  UW Green Building Standard 

sustainability.uw.edu/campus/buildings



UCOP new charge for campuses

General scope of decarbonizing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from 
campus and health system energy systems. 

1. Produce a strategy for a 90 percent or greater reduction in scope 1 
emissions from fossil gas use in campus energy systems from a 2019 
baseline, which is defined to be full direct decarbonization for this study 
effort. Full direct decarbonization to be no later than 2045.

2. Provide high level estimates of total capital and operational costs and 
savings.

3. Identify climate justice and equity considerations related to the   
transition of campus/ health system energy systems to fossil fuel free and 
propose solutions or next steps to identify solutions.

4. Document knowledge gaps, and subsequent studies and analyses needed 
to conduct Net-Zero planning. 

5. Document knowledge gaps, and subsequent analyses and engagement 
activities needed to conduct climate action and resiliency planning for an 
academic setting, 

Pathways to a Fossil Free UC Task Force State-funded Decarbonization Study Scoping Guidance Updated May 19, 2023 to align with changes to the Climate Action section of the UC Policy on Sustainable Practices.





“We don’t inherit the Earth 
from our ancestors, 

we borrow it 
from our children.”

Chief Si’ahl
Suquamish and Duwamish Chief

(1786-1866)



Guidelines (45 minutes)

1. Select one of the scenarios. 

2. Working together, discuss how you might undertake the challenge. 

3. Think about how you might define the problem, achieve buy-in, and make 

your pitch to stakeholders. 

4. Plan to share out your insights!



According to the World Green Building Council, buildings are responsible for 
nearly 40% of global carbon emissions. 

● Building Retrofits
● System Upgrades
● Alternative Energy
● Other

Scenario 1: Facilities

Scenario 2: Transportation

Scenario 3: Waste Reduction

Scenario 4: Food Systems

Scenario 5: Procurement

https://worldgbc.org/advancing-net-zero/trends-and-innovations/

