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Monday hoop talk: Larraiiaga sees offense on the right path

CaneSport.com
Staff
Jan. 22, 2018

Coach Jim Larrafiaga said Monday that, coming off the
win at NC State, “We have to get ready for Louisville
(Jan. 24), which has really been on a roll lately. We
have our work cut out for us.”

Larrafiaga also addressed the lineup change for NC
State, with Chris Lykes starting and Lonnie Walker
coming off the bench.

“On Saturday Lonnie showed up for practice and his
back had locked, he had muscle spasms and couldn’t
touch his knees,” Larrafiaga said. “He didn’t practice,
spent all the time in practice in the training room get-
ting treatments. And we didn’t know till tipoff time
whether or not he’d be able to play in the game. We
were thrilled that he was able not only to play but to
make a major contribution playing 30 minutes and
scoring 12 points.

“Our decision was then to insert Chris into the starting
lineup because we knew NC State as playing kind of 94
feet basketball, pressuring people and trying to create
turnovers and we wanted another guard in the game
to handle the ball.”

Asked about Lykes, Larrafaga said, “When we recruit-
ed Chris | thought he was a terrific player. Some people
like to point out his height - | never even considered
that a factor. My staff and | looked at what are his
strengths and does he fit what we’re looking for? Well
he’s a point guard with tremendous speed and quick-
ness, he can shoot the three, he can penetrate and find
the open man, penetrate and make layups. And what
we wanted him to do which he’s done such a great job
of is be a pest defensively and guard the other team’s
ball handler. We’ve now had games where the op-
ponent won’t bring it up against him, give it to some
other guard. Chris is exactly what we hoped he would
be and he’s going to get better and better with more
experience.”

What does Larrafiaga see ahead in UM’s next game vs.
Louisville?

“First of all they’re the most talented defensive teamin
terms of protecting the rim - they’ve got so many shot
blockers,” Larrafiaga said. “And when your defense
starts to create your offense, and their guards are really
explosive in the open court - | just think they’re doing a
great job of utilizing their talent.”

* UM had a season high 26 assists vs. NC State.

“| was ecstatic with the number - 26 assists on 34
baskets was more than | anticipated or expected,” Lar-
ranaga said. “It’s exactly what we need to do. We are
so much better offensively when we get touches - the
more you involve multiple players in the same posses-
sion the better off we are.

“My coaches gave me a stat today that we’re scoring
1.4 points per possession when we have three passes
or more and only 0.7 points per possession when we
make one or less passes. We need multiple passes,
multiple touches to really be the team we want of-
fensively.”



SG Walker Injury Led to First Career Start for PG Lykes

Inside The U Lykes 1.
Christopher Stock
Jan. 22, 2018

Freshman point guard Chris Lykes earned his first ca-
reer start for the Miami Hurricanes in Sunday’s 86-81
win at N.C. State due to an injury sustained by fellow
freshman Lonnie Walker.

Walker was a game-time decision due to dealing with
back spasms.

“On Saturday Lonnie Walker showed up to practice
and his back had locked,” head coach Jim Larranaga
said. “He had muscle spasms and couldn’t touch his
knees so he didn’t practice. He spent all the time of
practice in the training room getting treatment and
we didn’t know until tip-off time (at noon) whether
or not he would actually be able to play in the game.
And we were thrilled that he was able to not only play,
but make a major contribution playing 30 minutes
and scoring 12 points. But our decision was to insert
Chris Lykes into the starting lineup because we knew
N.C. State was playing 94-feet basketball pressuring
people and trying to force turnovers and we wanted
to have another guard in the game to handle the ball.”

Similarly, Walker earned his first career start on Dec.
5 against Boston University due to an injury to Bruce
Brown.

Lykes scored six points and had five assists in 22
minutes against the Wolfpack. Lykes is averaging 8.0
points and 1.7 assists playing 18.3 minutes a game.

“He’s a point guard with tremendous speed and quick-
ness, he can shoot the 3, he can penetrate and find the
open man, he can can penetrate and make layups, and
what we wanted him to do, which he has done such a
great job of is be a pest defensively and guard the oth-
er team’s ball-handler,” Larranaga said. “We now have
games where the opponent won’t bring it up against
him, they give it up to some other guard, not the guy
he’s guarding. | think Chris is exactly what we hoped he
would be and | think he’s going to get better and better
with more experience.”

Walker had started the previous three games in place
of Dejan Vasiljevic averaging 13.3 points in those
games and appears likely to resume his role as a starter
in the Hurricanes’ (14-4, 3-3 ACC) next game against
Louisville (15-4, 4-1) on Wednesday (8 p.m., ESPN2).

Ja’Quan Newton, Anthony Lawrence, and Dewan Huell
have started all 18 games for the Hurricanes while
Brown has started 17, Vasiljevic 14, Walker four, and



Hot-shooting Hurricanes storm past Wolfpack

The Durham Herald-Sun
Steve Wiseman
Jan. 21,2018

RALEIGH — N.C. State’s magic touch at PNC Arena fi-
nally ran out on Sunday.

The Wolfpack had won all its ACC home games this
month, topping Duke, Clemson and Wake Forest be-
fore No. 25 Miami shot its way to an 86-81 win over
N.C. State.

The Wolfpack received another sterling effort from
Omer Yurtseven as the 7-foot sophomore scored 28
points on 12-o0f-16 shooting. Defensively, though,
Yurtseven admitted to some miscues that hurt his
team. Plenty of other Wolfpack players should join him
as Miami shot a season-best 57.6 percent.

That’s one of three things to take away from Sunday’s
loss, which leaves N.C. State 13-7 overall and 3-4 in ACC
play heading into a two-game road trip to Pittsburgh
on Wednesday and North Carolina on Saturday.

Here are two things to take note of:

Interior defense
Or lack thereof.

Let’s first credit Miami, which logged a season-best 26
assists on the way to scoring 42 points within 10 feet.
That was a point shy of accounting for 50 percent of
Miami’s points.

“I wish coaching was that easy,” Coach Jim Larranaga
of Miami said, “because on Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day, my coaches kept emphasizing to our players: we
need more assists, we need more assists, this is how
you get them. And the players listened and executed.
And | thought it was very symbolic that in the first, |
don’t know, five or six possessions, we probably had
four or five assists.”

Ebuka Izundu embodied Miami’s dominance inside.
The 6-10 junior center had only attempted six shots or
more in three other games this season — none against
ACC opponents. But against N.C. State, he made all
seven of his field-goal attempts and all were within
two feet of the rim.

Good Markell,

bad Markell

Back in the starting lineup for the first time since Dec.
9, sophomore point guard Markell Johnson established
a career-high with 14 assists. He’s a big reason why the
Wolfpack moved the ball around well enough to shoot

54.4 percent itself and hang with the hot-shooting
Hurricanes. But Johnson also contributed to N.C. State
coming up short with his six turnovers.

“Just doing too much a lot of times and miscommuni-
cation,” Johnson said of his miscues.

Johnson missed seven games while suspended for
violating the school’s student-athlete code of conduct.
He’s played three games since his return, logging 23
assists in those three games.

He turned the ball over three times in 23 minutes
against Virginia on Jan. 14 but, since that was against
the defensively tough Cavaliers, some forgiveness was
in order.

N.C. State’s offense is better with Johnson distributing
the ball at point guard. But he also needs to cut down
those mistakes if the Wolfpack is to be successful.



Brown leads improved Miami effort in big hoops win at NC State

Associated Press
Jan. 21,2018

RALEIGH, N.C. (AP) -- Miami coach Jim Larranaga and
his staff spent recent practices pushing his players to
whip the ball around the perimeter, keep things mov-
ing and set up each other for good looks.

The results looked pretty good.

Bruce Brown scored 19 points and No. 25 Miami shot
58 percent to hold off North Carolina State 86-81 on
Sunday, turning in its best offensive output since No-
vember.

Larranaga quickly pointed to one stat to explain why:
his team’s 26 assists - five more than its previous high
- on 34 baskets.

“| wish coaching was that easy, because on Thursday,
Friday and Saturday, my coaches kept emphasizing to
our players: We need more assists, we need more as-
sists, this is how you get them,” Larranaga said. “And
the players listened and executed.”

The Hurricanes (14-4, 3-3 Atlantic Coast Conference)
came in averaging 67.8 points and shooting 42 percent
in five league games, including just 30 percent from
3-point range to rank 14th in the 15-team conference.
They blew past all those marks Sunday, from shooting
60 percent after halftime to making 10 of 19 3s for the
game.

“We’re a great catch-and-shoot team,” Brown said.
“And we have recently shot a lot of 3s off the dribble
or late in the shot clock. But today it was just easy for
us: drive, kick, open 3s, one more pass. It was just all
in rhythm.”

The Hurricanes led the entire second half, but struggled
to put away the Wolfpack (13-7, 3-4). They stayed in
control by committing just 10 turnovers for the game,
avoiding the miscues that can fuel the Wolfpack’s pres-
sure defense and lead to transition scores.

Omer Yurtseven had 28 points for N.C. State, which
had a humming-along offense of its own. The Wolf-
pack shot 63 percent after halftime and 54 percent for
the game to stay within arm’s reach the entire way,
getting as close as one midway through the second
half but failing to push ahead.

“| thought we did a good job offensively,” first-year
Wolfpack coach Kevin Keatts said. “I thought our guys
played loose. But we didn’t get the stops we needed
to.”

BIG PICTURE

Miami: So has Miami found something sustainable in
this offensive showing? The Hurricanes kept coming
up with big baskets to answer every run by the Wolf-
pack and now have made 19 3s in the past two games.

“I’'m more comfortable with this than what I've been
seeing,” Larranaga said of the tempo. “The talent that
we have is more suited for an open-court game than it
is a prize fight, a football game in the paint.”

N.C. State: The full-court, attacking style brought by
Keatts had already led to wins against a pair of No.
2-ranked teams - Arizona in November, Duke earlier
this month - as well as a win against then-No. 19 Clem-
son. But N.C. State’s defense wasn’t up to the chal-
lenge of slowing Miami’s refocused offense, including
allowing several wide-open lanes to the rim.

LINEUP SHUFFLE

Miami gave 5-foot-7 freshman Chris Lykes his first start
with fellow rookie Lonnie Walker IV battling a back
problem. Lykes had six points and five assists in 22
minutes.

Larranaga said Walker’s back tightened up so badly
Friday night that he couldn’t bend enough to touch his
knees, keeping him out of Saturday’s practice and put-
ting his status in question until tipoff. Walker finished
with 12 points in 30 minutes.

BIG PRODUCTION

Miami’s Anthony Lawrence Il and Ebuka Izundu each
scored 15 points, with Izundu going 7 for 7 off the
bench after managing just 12 points and six made bas-
kets in his previous six games combined.

UP NEXT

Miami: The Hurricanes host Louisville on Wednesday.



Brown Leads No. 25 Miami to 86-81 Win at N.C. State

Inside The U
Christopher Stock
Jan. 21,2018

Bruce Brown scored 19 points and dished out nine as-
sists to help lead the No. 25 Miami Hurricanes to an
86-81win at N.C. State on Sunday afternoon.

Ebuka Izundu made all seven of his shots for a season-
high 15 points, Anthony Lawrence also had 15 points,
and Lonnie Walker chipped in 12 for the Hurricanes,
who snapped a two-game skid.

Freshman Chris Lykes made his first career start in fa-
vor of Walker, who had started the last three games,
and scored six points with five assists in 22 minutes.

Miami (14-4, 3-3 ACC) returns to the court on Wednes-
day (8 p.m., ESPN2) to host Louisville, which improved
to 5-1in league play with a win over Boston College
on Sunday.

N.C. State (13-6, 3-4) received a game-high 28 points
from Omer Yurtseven.

Miami shot 57.6 percent (34 of 59) from the floor, 10 for
19 from 3, and had 26 assists to just 10 turnovers while
N.C. State shot 54.4 percent (31 of 57), 7 of 18 from 3,
with 22 assists and 15 turnovers.

Miami went on a pivotal 9-0 run in the second half to
build a 77-65 lead with 6:11 left for the Hurricanes’ larg-
est lead of the game. Ja’Quan Newton made a layup,
Lonnie Walker hit a 3, Izundu made a layup, and Dewan
Huell made a layup during the run.

lzundu had sparked the Hurricanes, but picked up his
fourth foul shortly after and N.C. State took advantage
with Huell on the court in place of Izundu as the Wolf-
pack followed with a 7-0 run to cut the deficit to 77-72
with four minutes remaining.

However, Walker responded with a 3 and Brown
slammed home a one-handed dunk extending Miami’s
lead to 82-74.

N.C. State’s Allerik Freeman hit a 3 and after the teams
went back and forth without a basket, and Yurtseven
hit a pair of free throws to pull within 82-79 with 1:41
left as Izundu fouled out on the play.

Brown then zig-zagged his way through traffic to beat
the shot clock with a layup and an 84-79 lead.

Yurtseven followed with a layup to pull within 84-81
with 50.9 seconds left.

Lykes nearly turned the ball over, but the referees
granted the Hurricanes with a timeout and Miami took
advantage of the call as Brown found Huell open down
low for a dunk sealing the victory.

Miami led 15-7 to start the game behind two 3-pointers
by Bruce Brown, who had made 3 of 26 from distance
his previous nine games.

The Hurricanes continued to lead throughout the first
half and led 36-32 at halftime. Miami improved to 10-0
when leading at halftime.

Lawrence helped the Hurricanes get off to a quick start
after the break hitting a 3 and converting a three-point
play in the opening minutes for a 44-36 lead.



ANALYSIS: Closer look at coach L vs. coach K head-to-head

CaneSport.com
Jim Martz
Jan. 16, 2018

In the alphabet soup of college basketball, the match-
up of Coach K vs. Coach L is one of the most intriguing.

K, a.k.a Mike Krzyzewski, has five NCAA championships
and 12 Final Four appearances in his legendary 38 sea-
sons at Duke.

L, a.k.a. Jim Larranaga, has one Final Four appearance
(2006 at George Mason) and two Sweet 16 appear-
ances (2013, 2016) in his first six seasons with Miami..

But L is 5-4 against K. It should be 6-3 but the Hurri-
canes squandered a 13-point lead at the midway point
of the second half and lost 83-75 to the fifth-ranked
Blue Devils Monday night at the Watsco Center.

B.L., Before Larranaga, Miami was 2-15 against Duke
and barely pulled out the two victories, by two points
in 1962 and one point in 2008. The Blue Devils domi-
nated the Hurricanes as they did just about everyone in
nation year after year.

The most points ever scored by a player against the
Hurricanes? 58 by Duke’s Danny Ferry in 1988 when the
Blue Devils won 117-102 at Cameron Indoor Stadium.

“We beat an outstanding team and had to play almost
perfect baskethall,” K said after Monday night’s game.
“And we did the last 11 minutes. They’re a tough out. An
outstanding team.”

| asked Krzyewski why Jim’s teams do so well against
Duke.

“They’ve got good players and a good coach,” K said.
“Look, everyone in our conference is good and they’re
really good.

“| don’t keep track of my record against anybody.
We're there to try to get better. Jim is an outstanding
coach. One of the best. They have really good guys,
we have really good guys. We’re going to win some,
they’re going win some. If they win one or two more
that doesn’t mean mean the world is flat ...

“| don’t get caught up in all that. | don’t look at what
my record is on Monday or Tuesday or the first day af-
ter Leap Year or whatever. You get caught up in the de-
velopment of your team and understand you’re going
to get beaten by good teams and hopefully you beat
good people more than they beat you. Overall we’ve
been able to do that. And my goal is to beat good

people, whoever they are. Not an individual person.”

What went haywire for the Huricanes?

“We played a great 32 minutes,” Larranaga said. “And
then everything changed. The Gary Trent Show began.
The key | thought was his two threes from the right
corner, one right after the other that cut a 13-point lead
down to seven. And then they switched to a zone and
we couldn’t buy a basket. All of a sudden we were not
playing as sharply as we had been.”

He added, “Against the zone you’ve got to make shots.
We tried several different lineups and nothing worked.
We were very hesitant.”

Miami has won twice at Cameron Indoor Stadium
twice, and dealt Duke its last two regular-season losses
by 16 or more points. There could have been another
one Monday night if the Hurricanes had closed the
game out.

Duke had averaged 68.2 points per game against Mi-
ami under L. The most had been 79 until Monday night.

Here are L’s previous results record at Miami against
Duke:

* 2011-12: won in overtime at No. 7 Duke 78-74, the
Hurricanes’ first victory at Cameron Indoor Stadium.
Reggie Johnson led the Canes with 27 points and 12
rebounds

*2012-13: ranked 25th and playing at home the Canes
and coach L recorded their first victory ever against
a No. T-ranked team, by a resounding 90-63. Then a
couple months later at Cameron Indoor when Miami
was No. 5 and Duke No. 3, the Blue Devils prevailed 79-
76. Miami went on to win the ACC regular season and
tournament and reached the NCAA Sweet 16.

*2013-14: Miami lost at home to No. 18 Duke 67-46 and
finished with 17-16 record, L’s worst at Miami.

*2014-15: the Canes were unranked and won at No. 4
Duke 90-74, snapping the Blue Devils’ home winning
streak of 41.

* 2015-16: Miami was ranked 15th and won at home
over No. 24 Duke 80-69.

*2016-17: The Canes lost at No. 18 Duke 70-58 and won
at home when the Blue Devils were No. 10 by 55-50. In
that game Miami held Duke to 31.8 percent shooting
from the field, 21 of 66, 5 of 21 from three.

Monday night Duke shot 55.4 percent from the field,

including 52.4 percent from three-point range, led by
Gary Trent hitting six of nine threes.

Since Laranaga in the 2011-2012 season, Miami is 10-9
combined against Duke (5-4) and North Carolina (5-
5). And in 2013 the Hurricanes became the only team
to defeat both by more than 25 points in the same sea-
son since Maryland in 1974-75.

Over that time, Miami has the fourth most victories
(74) in ACC games going into this season, trailing only
North Carolina (78), Duke (77) and Virginia (76).

And Miami has tied for the third most road victories
(29) in that time, trailing North Carolina (34), Duke
(32) and tied with Virginia.



No miracles from the Miami Hurricanes this time in their loss to the Duke Blue Devils

Miami Herald
Michelle Kaufman
Jan. 15, 2018

This time, there was no miracle Miami win over Duke.
The fifth-ranked Blue Devils rallied from a 13-point,
second-half deficit and beat No. 25 Miami 83-75.

Five Takeaways from the game:

“ There is a reason Duke is ranked No. 5 and averag-
ing 93 points per game. The Blue Devils have so many
weapons, and used them to rally from a 13-point sec-
ond-half deficit. Trailing 66-53, Duke went on an 18-0
run and outscored Miami 27-4 over a stretch to put the
game away. Gary Trent went 6 of 9 from three-point
range, including two in a row to start that 18-point
streak, and scored a game-high 30 points.

Freshmen Wendell Carter and Marvin Bagley Ill both
had double-doubles. Carter had 15 points, 14 rebounds.
Bagley had 13 points, 12 rebounds.

“This was a big-time win for us,” said Duke coach Mike
Krzyzewski. “Jim [Larrafiaga’s] team is always re-
ally good. They completely dominated us the first nine
minutes of the second half. They made us look bad and
we made us look bad. But the last 11 minutes, we were
50 good.”

“ UM freshmen Chris Lykes and Lonnie Walker showed
they are big-time players. Walker, who struggled early
in the season, is looking more and more comfortable as
a starter at the wing. Little Lykes electrifies the crowd
with his energy and circus shots. Walker went 5 of 8
from beyond the arc and led UM with 19 points. He also
had four steals. Lykes added 13 points and a pair of
pretty assists.

“ DJ Vasiljevic’s three-point shot is MIA. The Austra-
lian sophomore, known for his sharp shooting from
distance, took three shots all night and missed all
three. He played only six minutes, and was not a fac-
tor in the game. “We rely so heavily on him to make
threes, it puts a lot of pressure on him,” Larrafiaga
said. “He needs to take eight, 10,12 threes a game to
really get in a groove. We don’t find him often enough
and we found a lineup that was working well [without
Vasiljevic]. I love to coach him and love him as a player,
but he’s in competition with Bruce Brown and Lonnie
Walker at the wing. They’re bigger, more athletic, and
in an open court game, | was sticking with Bruce and
Lonnie.”

“ Dewan Huell continues to impress. The UM sopho-
more forward had 18 points, 13 rebounds, and is UM’s

most consistent player at this point in the season. “The
Huell kid was really spectacular tonight,” Krzyzewski
said. “He was their leading scorer coming in. He runs.
He rebounds. He ran the court as well as anybody I've
seen this year except Bagley. He changed ends, Boom!,
he’s there. He is playing very well.”

“ Miami needs to get better at defending the three-
point shot and attacking the zone defense. Coming
off a game in which they allowed Clemson to make 12
three-pointers, the Canes gave up 11 to the Blue Devils.
As for the zone, Duke switched to a 2-3 zone after Mi-
ami took a 13-point lead and that helped neutralize the
Canes over the next five minutes. “I thought we played
a great 32 minutes, but they switched to the zone, and
we couldn’t buy a basket,” Larrafiaga said. “Against the
zone, you gotta make shots. We tried different offen-
sive sets, but our guys were very hesitant. They like to
drive to the basket and get their points that way, and
against a zone, you have to make shots.” Walker add-
ed: “We have to be more aggressive with the zone and
go downhill to the basket, not just pass back and forth
east-west. We were playing with emotion and passion,
and then the gas tank went to E and we got careless.”



Zoned out: After unraveling against Duke, the 25th-ranked Hurricanes look for answers

Sun Sentinel
Christy Cabrera Chirinos
Jan. 16, 2018

After they’d let a 13-point second-half lead against a
top-five team evaporate, the Hurricanes men’s bas-
ketball team bemoaned their lack of discipline, their
missed shots and the fact they weren’t nearly as ag-
gressive against Duke as they should have been in a
crucial ACC matchup.

There were, for the 25th-ranked Hurricanes, few an-
swers after their 83-75 loss to No. 5 Duke on Monday
night at the Watsco Center. Miami’s coaches and play-
ers do know this, though: with the bulk of their con-
ference schedule ahead of them, the Hurricanes bet-
ter find ways to address some of their offensive woes
quickly.

For much of Monday night, Miami looked prime for a
repeat of what happened on its home floor in 2013,
when the then 25th-ranked Hurricanes upset then top-
ranked Duke.

Early Monday, the Hurricanes played with urgency.
Sophomore Dewan Huell, who came into the game as
Miami’s leading scorer, was a force, scoring 11 points in
a back-and-forth first half that saw 10 lead changes.

In the opening minutes of the second half, the Hur-
ricanes quickly erased a 42-40 halftime deficit, going
on a 17-2 run that was fueled by freshmen Chris Lykes
and Lonnie Walker IV. During an eight-minute stretch
of that run, the Hurricanes forced Duke into eight turn-
overs, helping Miami build a 59-46 lead.

“The first eight minutes of the second half, they com-
pletely dominated us,” Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski
said.

Then, everything changed.

Krzyzewski had his Blue Devils (16-2, 4-2) go into a 2-3
zone, and Miami, which had struggled with its perim-
eter shooting in the first half, went cold. Worse, they
looked lost.

As Duke fought back, going on an 18-0 run, the Hur-
ricanes missed shot after shot before Bruce Brown
finally broke through on a layup with 3:07 left. Ulti-
mately, though, the Hurricanes were just 3-of-15 in the
final eight minutes, finishing the night 29-0f-78 from
the field.

The 3-pointer, which Miami has at times used to try
and break the zone, was a non-factor, with the Hurri-

canes 9-of-25 beyond the arc. Dejan Vasiljevic, Miami’s
top 3-point shooter, was 0-of-3 on his attempts and
played just six minutes.

“Once they went into zone, we weren’t in attack mode,
not aggressive,” said Walker, who finished with a
team-high 19 points for the Hurricanes.

Added Hurricanes coach Jim Larrafiaga: “The zone
has been an issue, right from the very beginning. We
haven’t found the right formula yet. ... The simple an-
swer is when you’re facing zone, you’ve got to move
the ball, move your self and screen the zone ... Then the
most important thing is, when you get the open shot,
you make it. And you’ve got to be able to go inside
and outside. And right now, it’s very hard for us to go
inside. So we end up settling for long perimeter shots.”

As tough as the start to conference play has been for
Miami — which has now dropped games at Georgia
Tech, at Clemson and against Duke — Larrafiaga and
the Hurricanes remain optimistic they can find solu-
tions to their shooting woes.

They’ll need to, with a game at North Carolina State
looming on Sunday and matchups against Louisville
and Florida State next week.

The hope now is that the Hurricanes — whose starting
lineup features a senior, a junior, two sophomores and
a freshman — can learn from their experience against
the Blue Devils moving forward.

“It's what | said in the very beginning of the year and
my opinion has not changed. | think we’re very young.
| know Duke is even younger than us, but we only have
one senior and only two juniors. Our team is basically
made up of freshmen and sophomores,” Larrafiaga
said. “And | think those freshmen and sophomore are
very good players, but they’re young and you see in
games where we make some critical mistakes at times.
We get cold from three, like we did against Clemson.
... But it’s a young, talented team and learning. In this
league, it doesn’t matter how talented you are. The
other team is as talented, if not more so, and that goes
for when we played Clemson. They had four seniors
and a junior in the starting lineup. ... We know we’re in
for a tough ACC race.”



No. 5 Duke outlasts struggling No. 25 Miami, 83-75

Sun Sentinel
Christy Cabrera Chirinos
Jan. 15,2018

For the Hurricanes, the stage was set hours before tip-
off.

When the latest Associated Press Top 25 college bas-
ketball poll was released Monday afternoon, Miami fell
seven spots to No. 25. Meanwhile, Duke — set to visit
Miami that night — moved into the top five.

That shift created a scenario somewhat similar to one
that played out on Miami’s home floor in 2013, when
the then-25th-ranked Hurricanes upset a top-five Blue
Devils team, one ranked No. 1at the time.

That was one of the biggest wins in Miami history and
there were moments Monday night it seemed as if that
history might repeat itself.

But while the Hurricanes led by as many as 13 points
in the second half, Miami unraveled. And Duke, fueled
by some stellar shooting from Gary Trent, put together
a dominant run late en route to an eventual 83-75 win
over the Hurricanes at the Watsco Center.

The loss, the Hurricanes’ second straight and third in
four games, drops UM to 13-4 and worse, 2-3 in Atlantic
Coast Conference play.

Trent, one of Duke’s highly touted freshmen, finished
with a game-high 30 points. He converted on 6-0f-9
from 3-point range, several of those deep threes com-
ing after Miami built its double-digit lead in the second
half.

Fellow Duke freshmen Trevon Duval and Wendell Cart-
er Jr.added 17 and 15 points, respectively.

Miami, meanwhile, got solid performances from its
standout freshmen too, with Lonnie Walker IV scoring
a team-high 19 points and Chris Lykes adding 13.

[t wasn’t enough for the struggling Hurricanes, who
endured a scoring drought of more than three minutes
while Duke (16-2, 4-2 in ACC) went on a late 15-2 run
and later, hit on four of its last five field goals.

“We played great for 32 minutes, from the tip-off to
the 8-minute mark left in the second half. | think we
led by 13 at that point and then everything changed,”
Hurricanes coach Jim Larrafiaga said. “The Gary Trent
show began. He ends up scoring 30 points. But the key,
| thought, was his two threes from the right corner, one
right after the other. They cut a 13-point lead down to

seven and they switched to the zone and we couldn’t
buy a basket. We were, all of a sudden, not playing as
sharply as we had the first 32 minutes.”

Added Miami’s Dewan Huell, who finished with 18
points and 13 rebounds, “It was a lack of discipline. We
didn’t get back and set our defense. We gave up open
shots and we let them get into a groove.”

Despite their issues late, there were times Miami
seemed to feed off the electric crowd at the sold-out
Watsco Center, a crowd that included 37 NBA scouts,
Heat owner Micky Arison, Jennifer Lopez and Alex Ro-
driguez.

The Hurricanes, who trailed 42-40 after a back-and-
forth first half, opened the second on a dazzling 19-2
run fueled in large part by Lykes and Walker.

During that stretch, the Blue Devils turned the ball over
six times in eight minutes. That helped Miami build a
66-53 lead before Gary caught fire, Duke switched to
its zone and the Blue Devils surged.

Gary hit one three, then another. Then came a 3-point
play from Marvin Bagley and a dunk from Grayson Al-
len. Finally, with 4:40 left, Duval converted on a layup
to give the Blue Devils a 68-66 lead and Duke would
not trail again, though Miami was able to pull within
three twice in the final three minutes.

“They had that 13-point lead and they made us look
bad and we made us look bad. It was a combination,”
Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski said. “And our kids turned
it around. The last 11 minutes, we were so good. So
good. Gary’s two threes were just a big-time state-
ment. We kept them out of our paint with the zone,
we were fortunate. They missed a few shots, but we
didn’t give them second shots. We turned some of the
loose balls, rebounds into fast breaks. But Trent was
spectacular.”

The Hurricanes will look to get back on track Sunday
when they travel to North Carolina State. They take on
Louisville and Florida State next week.



NBA Scouts Flock to Miami-Duke Game

Inside The U
Christopher Stock
Jan. 15,2018

CORAL GABLES, Fla. -- There are a number of potential
NBA Draft picks in the Miami-Duke game on Monday (7
p.m., ESPN) and scouts have flocked to Watsco Center.

There are a total of 36 scouts credentialed for the game
representing 21 different teams.

Some of the scouts credentialed played in the NBA
such as Glen Rice (Miami Heat scout), Bob McAdoo
(Heat), Keith Askins (Heat), Trajan Langdon (Nets),
Dickey Simpkins, (Hornets).

Miami, ranked 25th in the latest AP Poll with a 13-3
record, has two projected first-round picks in Lonnie
Walker and Bruce Brown according to NBADraft.net’s
latest mock draft posted on Jan. 4.

Duke, No. 5 at 15-2, features a starting lineup all being
considered by the NBA including potential 2018 No. 1
pick in Marvin Bagley. Wendell Carter, Trevon Duval,
and Grayson Allen are also projected first-round picks.
Gary Trent Jr. is also a potential pick.



Quick Turnaround for No. 18 Miami, Dangerous No. 7 Duke Up Next

Inside The U
Christopher Stock
Jan. 14, 2018

The 18th-ranked Miami Hurricanes have to bounce
back quickly from Saturday’s 72-63 loss at No. 19 Clem-
son with a showdown against No. 7 Duke on Monday (7
p.m., ESPN) in Coral Gables.

“We got a day off so | think we will be good,” said ju-
nior forward Anthony Lawrence, who scored a team-
high 16 points against Clemson. “We’re definitely go-
ing to come out ready.”

Duke (15-2, 3-2 ACC) boasts one of the top teams in the
country ranked No. Tin offensive efficiency by kenpom.
com.

“I watched the Duke-Pittsburgh game (on Jan. 10) and
| don’t know if there’s a team in the country that can
beat Duke when they play like that,” head coach Jim
Larranaga said.

Duke hammered Pittsburgh 87-52 that night while Mi-
ami has also beat the Panthers 67-53 on Dec. 30 with
both games in Pittsburgh.

Miami (13-3, 2-2) and Duke will square off on ESPN’s
first Big Monday of the season with No. 12 Kansas and
No. 2 West Virginia following.

“This Monday, | think is a huge night for college bas-
ketball,” Larranaga said. “I think our local fans have
really gotten into Miami basketball. They follow the
Hurricanes very closely. We should have a great crowd
and it should be an electric atmosphere.”

Miami has had recent success against Duke winning
the last two meetings at the Watsco Center and have
won three of the last four overall.

“It’s going to be (the freshman players’) first big game
at home, all of the students are coming back for school
5o the crowd is going to be crazy,” Lawrence said. “|
think that’s going to get them ready.”

Lawrence, along with Dewan Huell, has been one of
the Hurricanes’ most consistent players this season. He
is coming off a career-high 12-rebound game against
Florida State and his 16 points against Clemson are a
season-high. He is averaging 8.2 points and 6.7 re-
bounds after posting 6.8 and 3.8 last season.

“| think I'm a better leader,” Lawrence said. “I'm defi-
nitely a better rebounder from last year. We had a lot
of people that could rebound so | never tried to worry

about rebounds. And | think I'm just playing more con-
sistent too this year.”

Lawrence and the Hurricanes will have their hands
full trying to contain the Blue Devils’ frontcourt led by
freshman Marvin Bagley, who leads the ACC in scoring
(22.5) and rebounding (11.7) while shooting 61.7 per-
cent from the floor. Freshman Wendell Carter is also
having a productive season averaging 13.4 points and
8.8 rebounds shooting 59.0 percent.

Duke’s guards are also a threat making the Blue Devils
a tough matchup. Senior Grayson Allen (15.6 points,
4.5 assists), freshman Gary Trent Jr. (13.4 points, 4.2
rebounds), and freshman Trevon Duval (12.2 points, 6.2
assists) round out the starting five.

Duke, like Clemson, has a starting five all averaging in
double figures.

Miami has been looking to have a similar balance, but
has just two players—Huell (13.6) and Bruce Brown
(M.3)—averaging in double figures.

Brown had one of his best games of the season against
Duke last season when he scored 25 points on 11-0f-18
shooting in a 55-50 win in Coral Gables.

Miami is hoping to have that kind of performance
from Brown and not the one against Clemson when he
scored four points on 1-of-8 shooting from the field.
Brown has been struggling with consistent production
throughout the season and has made just 3 of 24 from
3-point range over the last eight games.

The Hurricanes will likely be looking to heavily feature
ball screens in their offense with Brown, Ja’Quan New-
ton, and Chris Lykes in control against a Duke team
that has been vulnerable in defending it this season
and in recent matchups against Miami.

Duke has also been vulnerable on the road going 2-2
with losses at ACC foes Boston College and North Caro-
lina State, Miami’s next opponent on Saturday in what
will likely be the Hurricanes’ fourth consecutive game
against a ranked opponent when the next polls come
out on Monday after N.C. State’s hot streak.



Clemson back to winning ways in easing by visiting Hurricanes

Pete lacobelli
Associated Press
Jan. 13, 2018

Clemson coach Brad Brownell had a simple plan at the
only practice before facing No. 18 Miami — don’t shoot
atall.

Turns out, it was just what the 19th-ranked Tigers
needed to outlast the Hurricanes 72-63 on Saturday.

Donte Grantham had 18 points, including four 3-point-
ers, and Mark Donnal had 12 points, including two criti-
cal second-half 3s, to help Clemson (15-2, 4-1 Atlantic
Coast Conference) continue its best start in nine years.

The Tigers had a season-high 12 3-pointers, four of
those coming in the final 10 minutes of a tie game.

Donnal, the Michigan graduate transfer, had two
straight, no-doubt-about-it 3s to put Clemson ahead
50-44. With Miami in striking range at 60-57 in the
final 2 minutes, Marcquise Reed and Grantham struck
with long-range shots to put the game away.

The Tigers needed time off following a drama-filled,
79-78 loss at North Carolina State on Thursday night.
Brownell wondered how the quick turnaround would
affect his club.

“It was good,” Grantham said about the short session.
“Coach did a good job of letting us get some rest be-
cause we knew we had another big game coming up.”

Miami pushed the pace much of the way, grabbing a
seven-point lead early and driving the lane whenever
the Hurricanes could.

Things turned with Donnal’s baskets from behind the
arc. He said he makes those regularly in practice and
felt good when the ball came his way about the open
looks.

“My teammates were able to find me and | knocked
them down to put us up,” said Donnal, who had made
just seven 3-pointers on the season before this.

Miami kept things tight most of the way until the Tigers
got hot from the outside once more.

Reed’s 3-pointer with 1:41 left put Clemson ahead 63-
57 and Grantham clinched things a possession later
with the last of his 3s. Clemson opened up a 13-point
lead in the final minute.

Anthony Lawrence Il and Lonnie Walker IV had 16

points each for Miami (13-3, 2-2).

Miami coach Jim Larranaga said his game plan was
to take away Clemson’s 3-point shooting. The Tigers,
though, ended up 12 of 21 (57.1 percent) from beyond
the arc.

“If they shoot like this, it makes them very hard to
beat,” Larranaga said.

Reed had 16 points for Clemson, nine of those coming
in the last 2 minutes.

When the horn sounded, Grantham raised his arms and
urged on the cheers from the sort of full house that’s
normally the case next door at football’s Death Valley.

“If we continue to do what we do and continue to play
the way we’ve been playing, we can do anything,”
Grantham said. “It makes me mad that people are leav-
ing us out, but we’re going to prove people wrong.”

It was the second straight game in double figures for
Donnal, who had 13 in the Wolfpack loss.



No. 18 Miami Falls 72-63 at No. 19 Clemson

Inside The U
Christopher Stock
Jan. 13,2018

Lonnie Walker and Anthony Lawrence each scored 16
points to lead the No. 18 Miami Hurricanes in a 72-63
loss at No. 19 Clemson on Saturday.

Chris Lykes added 13 while Dewan Huell chipped in 10
for the Hurricanes, who lost for the seventh time in
their last eight trips to Littlejohn Coliseum.

Miami (13-2, 2-2 ACC) has a quick turnaround to get
ready to host No. 7 Duke (15-2, 3-2) on Monday (7 p.m.,
ESPN). The Blue Devils are led by freshman forward
Marvin Bagley, who is averaging league-highs in both
points (22.5) and rebounds (11.7).

It is the fifth consecutive year Miami has started 2-2 or
worse in the ACC.

Clemson (15-2, 4-1) was led by Donte Grantham, who
scored a game-high 18 points including a pivotal
3-pointer with 1:05 left to extend the Tigers’ lead to
nine.

Miami trailed 34-30 at halftime, but received a burst in
the second half on a steal and dunk by Ja’Quan Newton
and then a driving dunk in traffic by Walker, who then
found a cutting Lykes for a layup to tie the game at 42
with 13 minutes left.

Clemson’s Mark Donnal sparked the Tigers in a se-
quence with a block and two 3-pointers for a 50-44
lead.

Huell tipped in a dunk on a miss by Walker with 2:44
left to cut the deficit to 58-56.

After Walker split a pair of free throws with two min-
utes left to pull within 60-57, the Tigers connected on
back-to-back 3s to seal the victory as Marcquise Reed
hit the first one before Grantham connected for the Ti-
gers’ season-high 12th 3-pointer of the game.

Miami shot 38.1 percent (24 of 63) from the floor in-
cluding 6 for 23 from 3-point range while Clemson shot
44.0 percent (22 of 50) and made 12 of 21 3-pointers.
Miami also only made 9 of 18 free throws while Clem-
son made 16 of 17.

Walker made 6 of 16 shots from the field in his second
consecutive start in favor of Dejan Vasiljevic. Walker

also grabbed seven rebounds to tie for the team-lead.

Lykes’ steal and a layup and then hit a 3 on the follow-

ing possession for a 22-15 lead with 10:33 left. It would
be the largest lead of the game for the Hurricanes.

From there, Clemson finished the half on a 19-8 run to
take a 34-30 lead into the break.

Miami made 8 of its first 12 shots, but finished the half
making just 3 of 13 and made 16 of its final 51 shots
(31.3 percent) after the hot start.



As smallest Hurricane, freshman Lykes is measuring up

The News Observer
Steven Wine
Jan. 12,2018

CORAL GABLES, Fla. - When the stars of the Miami
Hurricanes’ latest basketball victory sat down at a table
for the postgame news conference, guard Bruce Brown
expressed doubt about freshman teammate Chris
Lykes’ ability to reach the microphone.

“You'll have to stand up,” Brown said with a grin.

Lykes is accustomed to hearing that sort of thing. He’s
5-foot-7.

“| tell him height over heart, because he believes in
heart over height,” 6-11 center Dewan Huell said. “I do
that just to mess with him.”

But the rest of the Atlantic Coast Conference is starting
to take Lykes seriously. That includes the No. 19 Clem-
son Tigers (14-2, 3-1 ACC), who play host Saturday to
the No. 18 Hurricanes (13-2, 2-1 ACC), and No. 7 Duke,
which visits Miami on Monday.

The smallest Hurricane made perhaps the biggest con-
tribution in their win Sunday over No. 23 Florida State
by scoring a season-high 18 points . It was the latest
example of Lykes providing a spark off the bench.

He’s averaging 7.5 points and 17 minutes per game.

“Lykes is extremely talented,” Florida State coach
Leonard Hamilton said. “When you’re small like that,
you have to have exceptional skills. He’s a flawless
dribbler, and fearless taking the ball to the basket. He
has such explosive quickness. As he gains a little more
experience, he’s going to be a handful.”

Lykes is part of the most highly regarded recruiting
class in coach Jim Larranaga’s seven seasons at Miami.
Guard Lonnie Walker IV arrived with the most hype,
but Lykes was also considered a top-50 prospect after
averaging 17.6 points as a senior at Gonzaga College
High School in Washington, D.C.

“| watched a lot of his highlights last year, and | was
pretty excited he was coming here,” Huell said.

But when Lykes arrived at Miami, he was too short for
other students to treat him like a Big Man on Campus.

“I always think it’s funny when they hear there are two
basketball players in the class,” Lykes said. “They’ll im-
mediately pick out one because he’s like 6-5. Then they
struggle to find the other one. We always get a good

laugh out of it.”

Larranaga has said if Lykes were 6-6, he’d be another
Michael Jordan.

“You can immediately see the electricity he brings to
the game with his speed, quickness and scoring abil-
ity,” Larranaga said. “We’re very excited about him be-
ing here, but like all freshmen, he’s learning. There are
some things that will make him a much better player
as he gets older.”

Lykes is shooting only 41 percent from the field and 61
percent from the free throw line, and he has been ex-
posed at times on defense.

But he has made 23 3-pointers, and shows a remark-
able knack for penetrating and getting the ball to the
rim amid much taller players. A couple of his layups
against Florida State were highlight-worthy.

While Lykes’ size might make him better suited to
other sports, basketball has been his favorite since he
started playing on a county team at age 6.

“| wasn’t that good, but | really loved the game,”
he said. “I love video games of basketball, and love
watching college and NBA basketball. So | just wasn’t
going to let my size determine if | should play. | kept
pushing myself, and didn’t listen to outside comments.
| didn’t care what my size was.”

He’s at least a couple of inches shorter than both his
father and his younger brother, and even a young man
who doesn’t play basketball might find that annoying.

But Lykes said he doesn’t wish he was taller.

“God has blessed me with what | have, and I'm go-
ing to continue to use it,” he said. “Being lower to the
ground helps me with my speed and ball control. Espe-
cially in the ACC, where guys are bigger, | can use my
speed to get around them.”

In other words, heart over height.
“Dewan likes to say height over heart, which | don’t

understand,” Lykes said with a chuckle. “But | guess
that’s funny for him.”



He is the only Miami native on the UM basketball team, and living up to the hype

Miami Herald
Michelle Kaufman
Jan. 12,2018

Dewan Huell is the only Miami native on the University
of Miami men’s basketball team, and he wears that dis-
tinction proudly with a giant “3-0-5” tattooed on his
right tricep.

The former Miami Norland star, who is having a break-
out sophomore season and leads the 18th-ranked Hur-
ricanes in scoring heading into Monday’s home game
against seventh-ranked Duke, has also become the
team’s unofficial culinary tour guide.

“The guys were looking for foods you don’t really find
much in Coral Gables, so | started taking them to my
favorite food spots up north — Miami Finga Lickin’ on
Northwest 125th Street and Seventh Avenue, Jackson
Soul Food [in Opa Locka] and Golden Krust Bakery,
which has great Jamaican patties,” Huell said.

Among the players Huell has introduced to the local
soul food and Caribbean food scene: Bruce Brown,
Ja’Quan Newton, Anthony Lawrence and freshmen
Lonnie Walker and Chris Lykes.

Huell could have gone to the University of Kansas. Or
Florida State. Or South Carolina. North Carolina was
interested, as were Louisville, Maryland, Florida, and
many other top-notch programs. The 6-10 forward was
a McDonald’s All-American, led Norland to three state
titles and was rated the No. 21 recruit in the nation by
ESPN.

But when signing day rolled around on Nov. 18, 2015,
and it was time to commit to a school, there was no
question where he wanted to go: down I-95 to UM.

“| think it’'s a good story, the hometown kid staying
here and trying to build something in the city | love,”
Huell said. “A lot of local football players come to UM,
but not too many basketball players. | hope | can help
change that.”

Once upon a time, Huell dreamed of being a Hurricanes
football player. As a kid, he was a talented receiver for
the North Dade Bulldogs. But he broke his collarbone
in seventh grade, and his mother, Christina Hernandez,
prohibited him from playing football.

“When | saw him laid up in bed crying in pain, | didn’t
want him to play sports anymore,” Hernandez said.
“But he got to middle school and started playing bas-
ketball, and he loved it. He broke his pinky finger early
on, and | got mad, told him we don’t have money to go

to hospitals and deal with broken bones. So, we went
to Walgreens, bought some tape, he just taped those
fingers together, kept going, and here we are today.”

Hernandez and many of Huell’s friends and relatives
show up for every UM home game. She can often be
seen wearing a t-shirt that reads: “Some people wait
their whole life to meet their favorite athlete. | raised
mine.”

Huell’s maternal grandfather was 6-9, his mother is
5-11, and he reached 6-8 by ninth grade. He honed his
skills with the help of youth coaches Perez Alexander
and Jean-Camille Dubuisson (“Coach Doobie”) and
Norland coach Lawton Williams. By his senior year, he
was 6-10 and averaging 19.2 points and 9.1 rebounds.
He arrived at UM as one of the most highly-touted re-
cruits in program history.

Things got off to a rocky start. A few weeks into his
freshman year, on Sept. 14, 2016, Huell was arrested
on misdemeanor battery charges on the Florida In-
ternational University campus after a scuffle in a dorm
room with a man who was visiting Huell’s ex-girlfriend.
Charges were dropped. UM coach Jim Larrafiaga said
he never questioned Huell’s character, and used the
experience as a teaching moment.

“| felt like Dewan was a terrific kid, a good person, but
when there’s a blip on the radar like that, as a coach,
you feel responsible for helping the kid learn from it,
to make sure it doesn’t happen again,” Larrafiaga said.
“He’s never had any issues at all since then.”

Huell had plenty of learning to do on the court, as well.
Like every freshman, he had to adjust to the college
game, which features bigger, faster, more experienced
players. He averaged 17 minutes, 5.8 points and 3.1 re-
bounds a game his first season at UM.

Although he didn’t make as immediate an impact as
he had hoped, he could tell his game was improving,
and he knew he would be counted on to play a bigger
role this season with the departure of Kamari Murphy.

Huell vowed to put in more hours than ever during
the summer. He showed up at the gym at 5:30 a.m.
for individual workouts with graduate assistant coach
Chaisson Allen, who has since been promoted to player
development assistant. He worked on his passing, his
jump hook, his free throws, his driving game. He want-
ed to prove he can do more than dunk.

“There was a lot of hype around me when | got to UM,
and when | wasn’t living up to it, | used that as fuel,”
Huell said.

Over the course of the year, he added 20 pounds of
muscle to his frame — from 215 pounds to 235 pounds.
He improved his bench press from 200 pounds to 300
pounds. He has also bettered his grades in the class-
room, which delights his mother, who works in medical
billing.

“| got all Bs fall semester, which is my best semester so
far,” Huell said. “My Mom always told me books come
first, and getting good grades frees my mind to play
better basketball.”

This season, Huell leads the Hurricanes with 13.9 points
per game and is averaging 6.5 rebounds and 25.5 min-
utes. Last season, he had one rebound against FSU. In
last week’s 80-74 win, he grabbed eight.

FSU coach Leonard Hamilton, who recruited Huell
heavily, said: “Dewan is an exceptional athlete. He’s
not really a center. He’s a power forward with small for-
ward quickness and athleticism. He’s a tough matchup
for most traditional centers because he’s long and
athletic and quick. He’s making tremendous strides.
I've watched him for a number of years, and I’'m not
surprised at all. | think he’s only scratched the surface
of his potential and as he gets bigger and stronger, |
think he could be an All-ACC player.”

Larrafiaga said Huell’s hard work and patience have
paid off, and serve as a lesson to other young players.

“College basketball is very, very different from high
school,” Larranaga said. “Being 6-10 in high school,
you are usually the tallest player on the court every
single night. Now, you're just one of many. As a high
school senior, you're 18 and the oldest on the team.
Now, you're the youngest guy on the court and going
against guys with three or four years’ experience.

“When you’re a McDonald’s All-American, and three-
time state champion, you get a lot of recognition.
What you have to understand is that in order to have
the same level of success in college as you had in high
school, there’s a lot of adjusting to do. Dewan devoted
the necessary time to let those seeds blossom into the
beautiful success he’s having this year. And he’s only
going to get better.”

Larrafiaga points out that Huell didn’t start playing
organized basketball until seventh grade, and that
author Malcolm Gladwell wrote in his book, “Outliers,”
that it takes 10,000 hours of practice to master any
skill or field. “Dewan hasn’t come close to that. He has
a very high ceiling. Very high.”



No. 18 Miami men’s basketball team set for key ACC matchups against Clemson, Duke

The Sun Sentinel
Christy Cabrera Chirinos
Jan. 12, 2018

After a disappointing performance in a loss at
Georgia Tech last week, the Hurricanes men’s
baskethall team entered the week knowing up
next was a stretch of tough games against three
ranked opponents — Florida State, Clemson and
Duke.

Against the rival Seminoles on Sunday, No. 18 Mi-
ami found itself in a stronger offensive rhythm,
freshman Chris Lykes coming off the bench to
score a career-high 18 points and spark the Hurri-
canes while sophomores Dewan Huell and Bruce
Brown put together the kind of performances the
Hurricanes have needed from both all year.

Now comes the second, more difficult portion of
that three-game stretch: a road game Saturday
afternoon at No. 19 Clemson, followed a little
more than 48 hours later by a nationally televised
prime-time home game against No. 7 Duke.

It’s the kind of turnaround that defines life in the
ultra-competitive Atlantic Coast Conference, and
for the Hurricanes, it’s a chance to show they can
live up to the high expectations that last month
gave them their highest-ever December ranking
in the AP Top 25, at No. 6.

“We would much prefer to have several days to
practice for an opponent rather than just a quick
turnaround Saturday to Monday, but everybody
in our league has to deal with it,” Hurricanes
coach Jim Larrafiaga said. “It’s not like we’re at a
disadvantage because the other team has a week
to prepare and we don’t. Our players will likely
feel a sense of urgency this week. Clemson is a
Top 25 team, on the road, a place that’s very, very
hard for us to play at and win, and Duke, based
on what | saw [Wednesday night], they play like
that, | don’t know if there’s anybody in college
baskethall that can beat them when they’re play-
ing their game like that.”

One of the biggest challenges facing the Hur-
ricanes (13-2, 2-1), Larrafaga said, is having to
adjust — quickly — to how differently ACC teams
play, particularly on defense.

Clemson, which is ranked for the first time in
eight years but is coming off a 78-77 loss to North
Carolina State on Thursday night, is known for
playing a packing defense, particularly in the

paint.

That’s a change from what Florida State tried in
what was eventually Miami’s 80-74 win on Sun-
day.

“We’re going to be talking to our players today
about how Florida State pressures and extends
their defense. That gave us opportunities to
run and attack off the dribble,” Larrafiaga said.
“Against Clemson, a team that plays much more
like Virginia, more of a packing defense, the ball
needs to move faster and you need to spread that
defense out. And the way you do it is with pass-
ing and cutting. And that’s an adjustment. If you
think you’re going to score the same way you did
against Florida State on Saturday afternoon, well,
you’re sadly mistaken.”

Then after Clemson (14-2, 3-1) comes Duke, which
once again features a roster of stellar young play-
ers, such as freshman Marvin Bagley, who is aver-
aging a team-high 21.9 points, and Wendell Cart-
er Jr., who averages 13.6 points. Back this season
for Duke (14-2, 2-2) is senior Grayson Allen, who
gives the young Blue Devils some much-needed
experience in the lineup and is Duke’s second-
leading scorer, averaging 17.2 points.

In that game, though, the Hurricanes are expect-
ing an advantage.

The Hurricanes have traditionally played well
against Duke under Larrafiaga, winning five of
eight matchups since the coach arrived in Coral
Gables in 2011. And Miami has played well at the
Watsco Center of late, winning 33 of its last 35
games at home.

“[Wednesday] night, | observed ESPN was
pumping up Big Monday. Every commercial
[break] I’'m watching Duke vs. Miami, and you've
got Duke players hitting shots and Miami players
dunking the ball, and then Kansas-West Virginia.
... This Monday, | think, is a huge night for college
basketball,” Larrafiaga said. “I think our local fans
have really gotten into Miami basketball. They
follow the Hurricanes very closesly. It should be
an electric atmosphere.”

Added junior Anthony Lawrence: “All the stu-
dents are going to come back for school, the
crowd’s going to be crazy. | think that’s going to
get [Lykes and fellow freshman Lonnie Walker
V] ready.”



No. 18 Miami Looking For Rare Win at No. 19 Clemson

Inside The U
Christopher Stock
Jan.12, 2018

Littlejohn Coliseum has been one of the toughest
venues in the ACC for the Miami Hurricanes.

Miami has just one win in its last seven trips to
Clemson tying Wake Forest for the Hurricanes’
worst current seven-game stretch on the road
against a league foe.

“I've always thought Clemson played great at
home,” head coach Jim Larranaga said. “I don’t
know what their record is over the years through
all the seasons in the ACC, but | know every time
| brought my Miami team to Clemson, it’s been a
war. Games have been very hard-fought that nor-
mally come down to the last three or four min-
utes and someone makes a big shot or a big free
throw. These are tough games every time out.”

The 18th-ranked Hurricanes (13-2, 2-1) will be
looking for a rare win at No. 19 Clemson (14-2,
3-1) on Saturday (3 p.m., ESPNU) and their sec-
ond straight win over a ranked team after beating
then-No. 24 Florida State on Sunday.

“The defense is different,” Larranaga said.
“Against Florida State there’s a lot of pressure,
they pick up full-court, they’re trapping you at
times, they’re extending their defense. (Clemson
head coach) Brad Brownell have coached against
each other so many times that | know he’s go-
ing to play a packing man-to-man except on a
specific man he might deny, but everyone else is
going to be in the lane trying to stay between the
ball and the basket and that’s very challenging
for your team.”

Larranaga is 11-6 all-time against Brownell in their
coaching careers including 5-2 with the coaches
at their current schools and 6-4 when Larranaga
was at George Mason and Brownell at UNC-Wilm-
ington as CAA opponents from 2002-06.

Only Miami’s ACC conference-winning 2013
squad has won at Clemson since 2005.

Surprisingly, Miami has had more success win-
ning at Duke (2-2 in last four), at North Carolina
(2-1'in last three), at Syracuse (3-2 in last five),
and at Florida State (3-2 in last five).

Only Wake Forest has been a tougher road trip
for the Hurricanes, who are 1-8 at Lawrence Joel

Veterans Memorial Coliseum since joining the
ACC. Miami does not travel to Wake Forest this
season.

“We really expect a great game,” junior forward
Anthony Lawrence said. “We know they’re a top-
25 team and they’re hard to beat at home so we
have to come in there prepared.”

Clemson has been one of the surprises in the ACC
after the Tigers went 17-16, 6-12 in the ACC, last
year and lost their best player from a year ago.
However, Clemson has already recorded wins
over Ohio State, Florida, South Carolina, N.C.
State, and Louisville behind a starting five, all
seniors and juniors, with each averaging double
figures in scoring led by senior guard Marcquise
Reed’s 15.9.

“They’re just really good,” Larranaga said. “Brad
Brownell has done a great job. They basically
have (two seniors and three juniors) in their
starting lineup. They are considerably older than
us and more experienced than a lot of teams.
They’ve gotten themselves to not only a great
non-conference, but they started out 3-0 in
league play so they’re on a roll. We’re looking
forward to the game.”

Miami made a change in their starting lineup last
game inserting freshman Lonnie Walker in for
Dejan Vasiljevic, who out-played Walker. It’s un-
certain who will start on Saturday with Larranaga
mentioning both when discussing his hopes for
improved bench production.

“We'd like for our bench to really make some
substantial contributions at both ends,” Larrana-
ga said. “We’d like for Lonnie Walker to rebound
more, we'd like Ebuka Izundu to give us a little
more scoring and rebounding, we’d like for Chris
Lykes to maybe help other guys to score—like he
does, it’s not like he’s not doing that, it’s just you
think he can do it at a very high level. The other
day he had a sensational pass to Ebuka lzundu
for a dunk, at Georgia Tech he had five assists at
halftime, but he’s also such a capable scorer it’s
the balance—do | pass or do | shoot.

“We need the bench to play really well. Now
we’ve got DJ Vasiljevic coming in off the bench
and even though he did not have a great shoot-
ing game (3 for 10 against Florida State), he was
a plus-10 in plus-minus in his 27 minutes and we
only won by six so he was out there during a criti-
cal game.”

Miami has a quick turnaround after the game
hosting No. 7 Duke on Monday (7 p.m., ESPN).



Hoops set to face pair of top 20 teams in 48-hour span

CaneSport.com
Staff
Jan. 11,2018

The ACC schedule is never easy.

And UM is in the brunt of it - coming off a win
over No. 23 FSU the No. 18-ranked Canes now
travel to No. 19 Clemson for a Saturday game and
then host No. 7 Duke on Monday.

Yes, the Canes face two top 20 teams in the span
of 48 hours.

“We’d much prefer to have several days to pre-
pare for an opponent than a quick turnaround,
but everyone in our league has to deal with it,”
coach Jim Larranaga said. “Our players will likely
feel a sense of urgency this week. Clemson is a
top 20 teams on the road, a place very hard for us
to play at and win. And then Duke - a team that’s
very focused on the defensive end of the floor. It’s
much easier to play offense when you turn the
opponent over or get an offensive rebound.”

Forward Anthony Lawrence added of the upcom-
ing games that “It’s a big challenge. We’re pre-
paring for our next game, will take it one game
at a time. ... It’s very tough (having two games
so close together). We’ll have a day to rest, will
come out ready.”

Larranaga knows his team has to get contribu-
tions from not just starters, but key bench play-
ers, to pull out games like these.

“We like for our bench to really make substan-
tial contributions at both ends,” Larranaga said.
“We’d like Lonnie (Walker) to rebound more, for
Ebuka (Izundu) to give us a little more scoring
and rebounding, for Chris Lykes to maybe help
other guys to score like he does - you think he can
do it at a very high level. He’s also such a capable
scorer, it’s the balance of do | pass or do | shoot.
We need the bench to play really well.

“Now we have DJ (Vasiljevic) coming in off the
bench - even though he did not have a great
shooting game (vs. FSU) he was a plus-10 in his
27 minutes and we only won by six. He was out
there in critical times.”

What’s Miami up against in these next two op-
ponents?

Clemson is 14-1 overall (the lone loss was to Tem-

ple Nov. 1) with no home losses. Most recently
the team’s beaten NC State by 16, BC by four and
Louisville by five. The Tigers are led by five play-
ers that average in double figures scoring, with
four of them playing 32 minutes a game or more.

Marcquise Reed leads the way with 15.9 points
(4.6 rebounds, 3.1 assists, converted 29 of 73
three-pointers), and Donte Grantham averages
14.6 points and 7.3 rebounds while Shelton Mitch-
ell averages 12.4 points and Elijah Thomas and
Gabe Devoe each average 11.6 points per game.

“Against Clemson which plays like more of a Vir-
ginia, a packing defense, the ball needs to move
faster and you need to spread that defense out
and the way you do it is with passing and cutting.
That’s an adjustment,” Larranaga said.

Duke?

The Blue Devils are 14-2 (losses were at BC, 89-
84, and at NC State Jan. 6, 96-85). The team
plays at home against Wake Forest Saturday be-
fore facing the Canes.

Like Clemson, there are five that average in dou-
ble figure scoring: Star freshman Marvin Bagley
Jr. (221 PPG, 1.8 RPG), Grayson Allen (16.4 PPG,
4.3 APG), Wendell Carter Jr. (13.3 PPG, 8.6 RPG,
1.9 blocks), Gary Trent Jr. (13.1 PPG) and Trevon
Duval (12.5 PPG, 6.3 APG).

“I watched the Duke-Pittsburgh game (last
night), | don’t know if there’s a team in the coun-
try that can beat Duke when they play like that,”
Larranaga said. “The ACC is the best basketball
conference in the country as far as I'm con-
cerned.”

* The next step in Lykes’ development?

“Chris is playing well,” Larranaga said. “The big-
gest thing for all freshmen is to learn as much as
they can so you understand things. ... You must
know yourself, your teammates and your oppo-
nent.”

*How is freshman Lonnie Walker practicing?

“Really good, that’s why he’s in the starting line-
up,” Larranaga said.

* How much did this team need a win like it got
vs. FSU?

“We definitely needed that,” Lawrence said.

“Florida State is a top 25 team, a great win.
Hadn’t been home in a long time, felt good to get
awin at home.”

*To what does Lawrence attribute Dewan Huell’s
improvement?

“With Dewan it’s about confidence,” Lawrence
said. “He’s been working all summer. He’s im-
proved a lot, you can see it.”

* Lawrence says he sees his role on the team as
“spread the offense out, pick and pop threes,
drive to t he basket, rebound, | can push on the
break.”

“I'm a better leader, definitely a better rebound-
er,” he added. “I'm playing more consistent this
year, t00.”



Freshman PG Lykes Coming Up Big in Big Games

Inside TheU
Christopher Stock
Jan. 8, 2018

CORAL GABLES, Fla. - Freshman point guard
Chris Lykes has arguably had his two best
games in Miami’s two biggest games of the
season.

Lykes turned in a 10-point game with three
steals in a win at then-No. 12 Minnesota and
then scored a season-high 18 points in an 80-
74 win against No. 24 Florida State on Sunday
earning ACC Rookie of the Week honors.

“He’s extremely talented and confident, and
that’s the thing that’s glaring about him,” Flor-
ida State head coach Leonard Hamilton said.
“When you’re small like that, you have to have
exceptional skills and talents. He’s a flawless
dribbler. Sure he make some turnovers every
once in a while, that’s what most freshmen do.
He is fearless in terms of taking the ball to the
basket and finishes because he has such explo-
siveness and speed. As he gains a little more
strength and experience, he’s going to be play-
er that’s going to be a handful to go against in
the ACC”

Lykes made 6 of 10 shots from the floor includ-
ing three dazzling layups, knocked down 2 of 4
from 3-point range, and went 4 or 8 from the
free-throw line. He also had two assists, one
rebound, and one steal in 25 minutes, also a
season-high.

“Outstanding,” sophomore guard Bruce Brown
said. “ told everybody before the season,
‘Don’t sleep on him.”

Sophomore power forward Dewan Huell said,
“Amazing performance tonight. He brought
the energy off the bench that we needed.”

[t was an impressive performance for Lykes in a
game Miami, ranked 18th with a 13-2 record, 2-1
in the ACC, needed after a disappointing loss
last week to Georgia Tech.

“It was a great experience,” Lykes said. “l know
these guys (Brown and Huell), my teammates,
some of the older guys believe in me a lot so |
just tried to bring energy off the bench like De-
wan said, just tried to make the right plays to
help our team win the game. | saw that Florida
State really wasn’t getting back so in transition

| just tried to get out and make plays because
we’re a transition team too. | think we did a
good job with that and what we did defen-
sively was the way we won the game.”

Lykes is averaging 7.5 points (seventh-most
on the team) on 41.1-percent shooting from
the floor. He is also averaging 1.5 assists and is
shooting 39.7 percent (23 of 58) from behind
the arc.

Lykes has been picking up his play of late aver-
aging 11.0 points over the last four games hit-
ting two 3-pointers in each game.

“When we recruited Chris and saw him play in
high school, you can immediately see the elec-
tricity he brings to the game with his speed,
quickness, and scoring ability,” Miami head
coach Jim Larranaga said. “We’re very excited
about him being here. | thought he played ter-
rific tonight, but like all freshmen | think he’s
learning. There’s some things that will make
him a much better player as he gets older. But
tonight he was really in charge.”

Lykes and Hurricanes resume action at No. 19
Clemson (14-1, 3-0) on Saturday (3 p.m., ES-
PNU).



UM’s Chris Lykes named ACC Rookie of the Week, Hurricanes fall to No. 18 in AP Top 25

Christy Cabrera Chirinos
Sun Sentinel
Jan. 8, 2018

Lykes was a spark for the Hurricanes in their win over
the Seminoles, coming off the bench to play a career-
high 25 minutes. He was 6-of-8 from the field against
the Seminoles and also put together a solid showing
in Miami’s loss to Georgia Tech last week, notching a
career-high five assists and eight points against the
Yellow Jackets.

After the Florida State win, Seminoles coach Leonard
Hamilton had high praise for Lykes, saying the 5-foot-7
guard was both “fearless” and “explosive.”

Added Miami coach Jim Larrafiaga: “When we recruit-
ed Chris, we saw him play in high school, you could
immediately see the electricity he brings to the game
with his speed, quickness and scoring ability. We're
very excited about him being here. | thought he played
terrific tonight. But like all freshmen, | think he’s learn-
ing. There are some things that will make him a much
better player as he gets older. But tonight, he was re-
ally in charge.”

Hurricanes fall in AP Top 25

After falling to Georgia Tech on Wednesday and re-
bounding with a win against Florida State on Sunday,
the Hurricanes (13-2) fell three spots to No. 18 in the
most recent AP Top 25 poll, which was released Mon-
day.

The Hurricanes will have a chance to improve their
ranking with a pair of top-25 matches looming on the
horizon. Miami travels to face No. 19 Clemson (14-1) on
Saturday before returning home to face No. 7 Duke (13-
2) on Jan. 15.



OPINION: Road warrior hoops team finding its groove

CaneSport.com
Jim Martz
Jan. 8, 2018

As taxing as the recent schedule has been for the Uni-
versity of Miami men’s basketball team - trips to Wash-
ington, D.C, Hawaii, Pittsburgh and Atlanta covering
about 16,000 miles since their last home game Dec.
5 - consider what the 1979 Hurricanes’ football team
had to endure: 28,000 miles on the road as they played
only four of 11 games at home.

That was Howard Schnellenberger’s first season at UM
and his Hurricanes were dubbed the Jet Lag Kids. They
played at San Diego State, Buffalo to face Syracuse,
Penn State, Alabama, twice at Tallahassee to take on
Florida A&M and Florida State, and all the way to To-
kyo, Japan, for a “home” game against Notre Dame.

After their 23-hour trek back from Tokyo via Anchor-
age, Alaska, they had only four days to get ready for
the 0-9-1 Florida Gators The jet lag was evident as they
squandered a 27-10 lead and held on to win 30-24 to
finish the season with a 5-6 record.

Coach Jim Larranaga’s basketball Canes returned from
their six-game road excursion having lost two of the
last three games heading into Sunday night’s clash
against 24th-ranked Florida State at the Watsco Cen-
ter.

They had played only one home game in 42 days, and
they had played just five home games this season, few-
est in the ACC. The crisscrossing of the nation took it’s
toll and it showed in that ugly 64-54 loss last Wednes-
day at Georgia Tech, which had a losing (6-7) record.

“Traveling is exhausting,”Larranaga said. “We didn’t
have any energy.”

But he saw energy in the pre-game shootaround Sun-
day night and that effort continued through the game
as the Hurricanes defeated No. 24 FSU 80-74.

“We’re back now,” Larranaga said.

Just in time because this is the midway point of the
season and his road warriors go to No. 25 Clemson for
a Saturday game at 3, then come home to tangle with
No. 2 Duke on Monday at 7. It’s their only meeting with
the Blue Devils this season.

Larranaga clearly was in a rotten mood over the play
of his frequent flyers during and after their Wednesday
night loss at Georgia Tech and Friday during his a press
conference.

During a halftime interview at Georgia Tech he called
their performance “appalling.” Then on Friday he said
that the Hurricanes have “a lot of growing up to do”
and grumbled about making poor decisions, not pass-
ing soon enough, and lacking on-court chemistry.

Then came what appeared to be a scathing dig at the
high-profile recruits the program has assembled last
season and this season when he said, “These guys are
coming in here looking at us like we’re a prep school
for the NBA. They read social media and Twitter and
all that junk, and what the media say, and the color
commentators ... It’s a real problem for our culture. It’s
a real sad commentary as to what has to happen to
college basketball.”

Freshman Lonnie Walker IV was projected by some of
the national “experts” as be a one-and-done. Based
on what we’ve seen so far, that will not be the case.
There’s a lot of potential, but he needs a couple of
years at UM before he’s ready for that leap.

Though he started against FSU, he scored only five
points, all in the first half, had zero rebounds and three
turnovers in 15 minutes of play.

Does Bruce Brown, a sophomore, look as if he could
move to the next level after this season? At times no,
at times maybe. Against the Seminoles he was a leader
down the stretch.

So was 5-7 freshman dynamo Chris Lykes.

In the second half at Georgia Tech the Hurricanes went
scoreless for 6:40 as the Yellow Jackets went on 10-0
run. They looked totally discombobulated, looked as if
they needed a “quarterback” to lead the offense. Lykes
looked as if he can assume that role based on the FSU
game. He came off the bench to score 18 points and
played 25 minutes.

Larranaga loves the “electricity he brings to the game.”
Expect him to see more playing time, especially in the
closing minutes when the Hurricanes are trying to
close out a game.

At Georgia Tech the Canes committed 18 turnovers and
recorded only 12 assists. They improved in both areas
against the Seminoles, lowering the turnovers to 15
against an excellent defense and recording 15 assists.

When the Hurricanes defeated Boston University to go
8-0 heading into that road trek, | wrote that | though
they not only looked like a potential Sweet 16 team and
could become the first in UM history to reach the Elite
Eight.

| still think they can, with the biggest factor being their
defense. They rank among the top five in the nation
in scoring defense, field goal defense and three point
defense.

They held FSU to season lows, just 36.2 percent shoot-
ing, including only five of 24 from three-point range.

“We’ve been shooting well from the perimeter,” said
FSU coach Leonard Hamilton. “They contained that
and our guys got tentative.”

Another positive sign. The Hurricanes ranked among
the poorest free throw shooting teams in the nation
the first few weeks of the season. Larranaga said that
would be fixed by February. Against FSU they con-
nected on 23 of 32 attempts.

The Canes not only play Duke just once but also face
defending national champion North Carolina only one
time, Feb. 27 at Chapel Hill.

Nevertheless the schedule is demanding. This is the
ACC, the best conference top to bottom in the nation
again.

Of the remaining 16 games, all in the ACC, 11are against
teams in the KenPom top 50 - Virginia, Duke, North
Carolina, Clemson, Notre Dame, FSU, Louisville, Syra-
cuse and Virginia Tech.

If the Hurricanes show up for any game as they did at
Georgia Tech, they’ll lose. If they show up as they did
against the Seminoles, they still could become a Sweet
16 team or better.

Hamilton said he told his players before the game that
the Miami team that showed up at Georgia Tech would
not be the team that came out of the locker room Sun-
day night. He was correct.

We need to see more of that team than the jet lagged
Canes that staggered into and out of Atlanta.



The Reading Eagle Local Newsmaker of the Year: Lonnie Walker IV

The Reading Eagle
Jim Lewis
Jan.7,2018

READING, Pa. - When he came home from
school, Lonnie Walker 1V was required by his
father to read or write for an hour before head-
ing outside to play, and his taste in books ma-
tured, from Dr. Seuss to Harry Potter to the top
shelf of his father’s personal library.

He discovered a volume of poems by American
author Langston Hughes, poems about being
black, about pursuing your dreams, about de-
termination, strength and triumph. He read it,
remembers it, and spread a similar message to
the youth of Reading while leading Reading
High School to its first state basketball cham-
pionship in 2017.

Walker, the Red Knights’ leading scorer,
capped a magical season by scoring a game-
high 22 points in a 64-60 victory over Pine-
Richland in the PIAA Class 6A title game March
25 in Hershey. He used his basketball stardom
to show Reading youths that you can achieve
great success even if you grow up in one of the
nation’s poorest cities.

Like them, Walker was a child of Reading,
where more than 36 percent of residents live
below the federal poverty level, among the
highest rates for cities with a population of at
least 55,000, according to 2016 U.S. Census
Bureau figures. Yet there he was, a gifted ath-
lete so talented that he was sought by major
colleges.

Now Walker, 19, is a rising star in college bas-
ketball, a freshman for the University of Miami
(Fla.), where he enrolled last fall on a basket-
ball scholarship. He’s a 6-5 guard so highly
regarded that he has his own Wikipedia page
and is featured on the mock 2018 draft list of
NBA bloggers. Still, he preaches of the power
of education, of studying hard and getting
good grades, and despite a promising pro bas-
ketball future, he hasn’t ruled out the possibil-
ity that he will one day become a surgeon, a
childhood dream.

Young fans lined up to meet him after home
games at the Geigle Complex, Reading High’s
gym, and when Walker and his teammates on
the championship team paraded victoriously
down North 13th Street in pickup trucks after

winning the state title, a crowd of fans, many
of them youngsters, lined the route to get a
glimpse.

Walker, the Reading Eagle’s 2017 Local News-
maker of the Year, welcomed the opportunity
to show city kids that they can triumph, that
poverty did not erase potential. Success, he
insists, “starts with being the best person you
can be.”

“I've seen the fighting and the gangs and the
drugs - the list goes on and on,” Walker said in
a phone interview after a basketball practice at
Miami’s campus. “I've seen too much negativ-
ity, too many people crying, too many people
doubting themselves. It means more to me
that people are understanding my message
rather than my playing basketball. | wanted to
spread it, particularly in Reading.”

‘Believe in yourself’

Those who know Walker describe him as quiet,
though not shy, extremely polite, and humble,
despite his athletic ability - he played on Read-
ing High’s varsity basketball team since his
freshman year. His commitment to classroom
work was real, and he seemed mature for
a teenager, said Dr. Khalid Mumin, Reading
School District superintendent.

“He did things we seek to do as adults; his
thing is all about leadership, and that’s power-
ful,” Mumin said. “He is so in tune with social
justice. The success of the team was about the
success of the city, and Lonnie Walker was one
of the leaders of that movement.”

At home, Walker, whose father, Lonnie Walker
[l was a star basketball player at Alvernia Uni-
versity, was more likely to watch educational
programs on TV than basketball games.

“Nine times out of 10, | was watching the Dis-
covery Channel,” the younger Walker admit-
ted. “I was always a nerd and a geek.”

[t's what set Walker apart from many other
high school sports stars, Mumin said: “There
are good athletes, but here’s the difference
with a Lonnie Walker: He’s not just a good ath-
lete, he’s a phenomenal athlete who’s striving
to be a phenomenal student also.”

Walker was an educator’s dream, a star athlete
who preaches the value of education. Though

he graduated from Reading High in June, his
picture hangs in every public school in the city,
where his basketball prowess is legendary and
his success resonates.

It's a poster of Walker flying toward the bas-
ket for a dunk, the basketball firmly in his right
hand, and beneath his laserlike stare at the net
is a copy of a letter he wrote upon his gradu-
ation, printed in the school district’s summer
newsletter. In it, he extols students to work
hard to develop their skills, “whether that is
basketball, art or chemistry.”

“Be true to yourself because anything is pos-
sible,” he wrote. “Believe in yourself. Look at
me. I'm just a kid from Reading.”

When Mumin visits elementary schools in the
district, he uses the poster to teach a lesson
to youngsters, a kind of game of What Would
Lonnie Do?

“Who’s that?” he’ll ask a child, pointing to
Walker’s picture.

“That’s Lonnie Walker,” the child will answer,
for everyone knows Lonnie Walker.

“What does Lonnie say?” Mumin will ask.

“Lonnie says you have to stay in school and do
well in your classes,” the child will answer.

“Lonnie’s a trendsetter, and he’s not even
here,” Mumin marveled. “It’s something that is
simply magical.”

It’s a magic that can be felt across the city.
‘Inspired by Lonnie’

On a frigid winter night at Reading’s Third and
Spruce Rec Center, a gathering place for city
youths, Jaime Gonzalez, 12, plays basketball
in the gym after school, and dreams of play-
ing for a college team someday. He’s a Lonnie
Walker fan, one of the many kids who flocked
to the victory parade for a glimpse of the star,
and not only does he know what Lonnie says
about studying hard, he has embraced the
message, too.

“It made me change a lot, my behavior and
paying attention in school,” Gonzalez said.



The Reading Eagle Local Newsmaker of the Year: Lonnie Walker IV (Cont.)

Walker’'s message resonates with adults in
Reading, too. When Carissa L. Johnson was
sworn in last month as one of Reading’s first
two black female district justices at a ceremony
in the Berks County Courthouse, she wore a
black T-shirt under her blazer that proclaimed
in white letters, “Just a Kid from Reading,”
Walker’s ending to end his post-graduation
letter.

She bought it from a city barber, Eric Rodri-
guez, who sells them from his shop, Mike and
Joe’s Salon, tucked inside a row house in Read-
ing. He designed the shirt from a tag line used
in a 2015 commercial for Powerade, a sports
drink, and sold a few, but when Walker was
photographed wearing one after a state play-
off victory in 2017, he was besieged with de-
mands for them. He’s sold more than 700 since
that game.

“When Lonnie wore it, forget about it - it really
took off,” Rodriguez said.

The shirt signaled Johnson’s desire to follow
Walker’s example. She, too, is a Reading High
graduate, a member of the Class of 2002, and
she, too wants to show city youths that they
can be successful.

“I am truly inspired by Lonnie,” Johnson said.
“I want to make sure I'm as visible as possible
to kids out there. Like Lonnie, | wanted to show
kids that anything’s possible.”

Defying stereotypes

Walker’s appeal reaches beyond the city limits,
Mumin asserts. When he saw the kids line up
in the gym after Reading High games to meet
Walker, he realized that some were not city
students, but young fans from the suburbs.

And when Walker and his teammates won
the state championship in Hershey, an esti-
mated 9,000 fans cheered them, a crowd so
big that it certainly included fans from across
Berks County. Walker was proof to the rest of
the county that there were great students in
the Reading School District, and shattered the
stereotype of the troubled urban youth, Mumin
said.

“The perceptions are not the reality here,” Mu-
min said. “He’s the conduit to being able to

open the door to people looking behind the
curtain at the Reading School District.”

Itis a role that Walker assumed gladly.

“| just wanted to show Berks County, the Read-
ing community and the world that you can do
what you want to do,” he said. “I'm always go-
ing to spread positivity as much as | can be-
cause that’s what | want in life.”

He does so with a quiet determination, a quiet
strength that moves a city, even from afar.

“His message resonates - | remember many of
his words, and | get choked up about it,” Mu-
min said. “He’s not beating his chest over it,
he’s just doing it. It’s like poetry.”



Freshman Chris Lykes shines as 15th-ranked Hurricanes outlast No. 24 Florida State

Christy Cabrera Chirinos
Sun Sentinel
Jan.7,2018

After a tough six-game, month-long road trip that
featured disheartening losses to New Mexico State and
Georgia Tech, the Hurricanes returned home Sunday
needing a spark.

And against one of their biggest rivals, they ended up
getting it from a somewhat unlikely source — dynamic
5-foot-7 freshman Chris Lykes.

The guard, who came off the bench for the Hurricanes,
more than held his own against a tall Florida State
lineup that features seven players who stand at least
6-foot-8. Lykes scored a career-high 18 points, helping
lead No. 15 Miami to a much-needed 80-74 win over
the 24th-ranked Seminoles.

The win keeps the Hurricanes (13-2, 2-1 ACC) unbeaten
on their home floor at the Watsco Center this season
with Miami now winning 33 of its last 34 games at
home.

Two of Miami’s sophomores — Bruce Brown and De-
wan Huell — put together impressive performances
too. Brown had a game-high 23 points and Huell add-
ed 20 to help the Hurricanes hold off the Seminoles,
who put together a late run but ultimately, couldn’t
overcome what was at one point, a 16-point second-
half Miami lead.

And Lykes, who played a season-high 25 minutes, was
a big reason why.

“Amazing performance tonight,” Huell said of Lykes.

“| told everybody before the season, don’t sleep on
him,” added Brown.

Veteran Florida State coach Leonard Hamilton raved
about Lykes as well, calling the freshman “fearless”
and “explosive,” traits the guard showed after taking
a hit to the face while driving to the basket. Lykes left
the game briefly, but returned to continue his effort.

“| got hit in the nose and couldn’t breathe through my
nose for a minute,” Lykes said. “Our trainers do a good
job and they told me | was good to go, so | went back
in the game.”

And this game, this performance, was just what the
Hurricanes wanted after their brutally long road trip,
which ended Wednesday with an ugly 10-point loss to
a Georgia Tech team that entered the game with a sub-

.500 record.

Early against the Seminoles, Miami looked more like
the team that achieved the program’s highest-ever
December ranking and less like a group that was strug-
gling on offense and couldn’t find any chemistry.

The Hurricanes, who shot just 37.5 percent in their loss
to the Yellow Jackets, seemingly couldn’t miss early
against the Seminoles, hitting on 13 of their first 14
shots to build a 31-22 lead midway through the first
half.

“| told our team, the team that was in Atlanta the other
night wouldn’t show up today. That team wasn’'t go-
ing to come out of the locker room,” Hamilton said. “I
knew that team was probably still going to be in At-
lanta. They were going to come out today and be at
their very, very best today and | thought that’s what
they did.”

That lead grew to 55-39 early in the second half, before
Florida State eventually began chipping away, with
Mfiondu Kabengele hitting a layup with 5:08 left that
cut the margin to eight.

Minutes later, Phil Cofer hit on a 3-pointer that cut the
Miami lead to 71-66 before the Hurricanes were able
to close it out. With Florida State (12-3, 1-2) forced to
foul in an effort to stop the clock, Brown connected on
5-of-6 free throws in the final 44 seconds to give Miami
breathing room.

Brown, who came into the game shooting just 55
percent from the line, was 12-of-14 there against the
Seminoles.

“| feel great. We won and that’s the main thing. That’s
not [about] me playing well, it’s me being a leader out
there and trying to help my team win,” Brown said. “I
think I'm a really good free throw shooter. It just didn’t
show at the beginning of the year. So now, | know |
can knock them down. | put in a little more effort, work
during practice and after practice.”

Braian Angola had a team-high 16 points to lead the
Seminoles, who now head into a tough week that in-
cludes games against Louisville on Wednesday and
Syracuse on Saturday.

Miami, meanwhile, will get some time to rest before a
game at No. 25 Clemson on Saturday.



Height and heart: Canes hold off Noles, win 80-74

CaneSport.com
Staff
Jan.7,2018

Big man Dewan Huell’s common refrain to diminutive
freshman point guard Chris Lykes: “Height over heart.”

That’s in response to one of Lykes’ favorite sayings:
“Heart over height.”

On Sunday heart and height both won out.

Huell had 20 points, Lykes had 18 and Bruce Brown
chipped in a game-high 23 as the Canes beat No. 25
Florida State at the Watsco Center, 80-74.

“I'm just very happy with the win - this is a great ri-
valry,” coach Jim Larranaga said. “(I knew) our guys
were going to have to play very, very hard and well. It
was two top 25 teams going after each other and we
were very fortunate to come out on top.”

The Hurricanes played an outstanding first half, build-
ing a 13-point lead. But that was whittled to four when
FSU made a three-pointer with 24 seconds remaining.

After a steal the Noles had an open three to cut it to a
one-point game.

The shot missed, Anthony Lawrence converted a pair
of free throws and it was over.

“Today really for the first time since we’ve gotten back
from Hawaii | saw tremendous energy at the shoot-
around, and | thought that was a good sign and it
turned out to be,” Larranaga said. “We played really,
really hard.”

Brown, Huell and Lykes hit on a combined 11 of 12 shots
in the first half and 19 of 30 for the game.

While Brown and Huell are top scorers on a regular
basis for UM, the freshman Lykes’ showing was a big
factor.

“He does it in practice - | knew it was a matter of time
before he does it in a game,” Brown said.

Lykes got 25 minutes of action and hit off-balance ath-
letic layups, jumpers with the clock winding down and
had two assists and a steal with only one turnover.

“It was a great experience - my teammates believe in
me a lot,” Lykes said. “I just try to bring energy off the
bench ... | saw Florida State wasn’t really getting back
out of transition so | was trying to make plays.”

FSU coach Leonard Hamilton said of Lykes that “He’s
extremely talented and confident ... he’s a flawless
dribbler. He’s fearless in terms of taking the ball to the
basket, finishes because he has such explosive quick-
ness and speed. As he gains more experience he’ll be a
handful to go against in the ACC.”

The early going remained close, with both teams trad-
ing the advantage. But after the game was tied at 20
the Canes went on a 9-0 run spurred by a coast-to-
coast Lykes layup and a feed by Lykes to Huell for a
dunk.

The Noles never had the lead again.

FSU cut the deficit to four, 33-29, with four minutes to
go in the opening half; after that it was Miami’s turn
to get some momentum again - a Brown driving la-
yup with under two minutes remaining gave Miami a
40-29 edge. And an acrobatic Lykes off-balance layup
brought fans to their feet with under a minute to go
and made it 45-32.

That was the halftime score.

“You have to give Miami credit,” Hamilton said. “I
thought they did a very good job of attacking the bas-
ket. At one point they were 14 of 15 with one banked
three. | don’t think I've been in a game at any point in
time against a team that’s 14 of 15.

“We had a hard time defending the dribble. They just
attacked the basket, did a very good job in the first
half. ... Hat’s off to Miami for coming out and playing
an excellent game.”

The second half?

Four minutes in a Huell three-point play put Miami
ahead by 16, 55-39.

That would be the Canes’ biggest lead.

The domination didn’t last. FSU got it within single
digits, 63-54, before a Dejan Vasiljevic three-pointer
made it 66-54 with 8:30 to play. Miami maintained its
double-digit advantage until an offensive rebound/
putback with five minutes left made it 67-59. And then
it was a six-point game, 69-63, with three minutes on
the clock.

A pair of Brown free throws made it 71-63 with 1:47 re-
maining, and you could sense some relief in the stands.
But FSU answered with a Phil Cofer three-pointer, and
with a minute left the lead was five, 73-68.

A pair of Lykes free throws made it 76-58, but there
was still more drama. With 24 seconds left a three-
pointer by Braian Angola made it 78-74, and after a
Brown turnover an open FSU three missed the mark.
With 16.9 seconds remaining Anthony Lawrence made
a pair of free throws to ice the outcome.

“We really focused on the key points coach made in
practice, got out in transition a lot - that’s when we
play our best,” Brown said. “We won, and that’s the
main thing.”

UM made 51 percent of its shots (65.4 in the first half)
compared to 36.2 percent for FSU, which made only
five of 24 threes.

The Seminoles had a big rebounding advantage, 44-32
(Lawrence had 12 rebounds for UM), including 21 of-

fensive rebounds (Miami had just five).

“They had, whew, 21 offensive rebounds - we’ve known
we’re not a great rebounding team,” Larranaga said.

The Canes overcame that with hot shooting.
“We’ve very capable of scoring 75, 80 points every
night out if the opponent will agree to run,” Larranaga

said.

* Up next for UM: A game Jan. 13 at No. 25 Clemson fol-
lowed two days later by a home game vs. No. 2 Duke.

* Huell said looking back at last year he didn’t work
hard enough at his game.

“| just work harder now, more work ethic - that’s all it
is,” Huell said. “I put in work and it’s showing.”

* Larranaga said Lykes was “outstanding” and that
“like all freshmen he’s learning.”

* Larranaga said in the team’s most recent practice no-
body could hit shots.

He says he told Brown afterward “to go watch high-
lights of yourself.”

After tonight’s game?

“He said | did,” Larranaga said to laughs, adding
“Guys need to think positively and have confidence.”



With FSU up next, Larranaga says “We have a lot of Growing up to do”

CaneSport.com
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Coming off an upset loss at Georgia Tech, the
road for the No. 15 Canes doesn’t get easier
in the team’s upcoming first home game in a
month.

On Sunday UM (12-2) will face a Florida State
team that is 12-2 and coming off an 81-80 vic-
tory against No. 12 North Carolina.

FSU is ranked No. 24.

Coach Jim Larranaga says a lot has to improve
for UM to notch solid victories moving forward.

“I have a very good group of guys, and they’re
trying very hard especially at the defensive end
of the floor, probably on the offensive end (too)
but not in the right direction,” Larranaga said.
“We shoot when we should pass, our decision-
making at the offensive end is not consistently
good. ... we’re making way too many mistakes
- it’s caused us some serious problems the last
three or four games.”

In the recent loss Larranaga called 10 missed
layups and 18 turnovers “a recipe for disaster.”

“I have to constantly remind myself how young
we are - we only have one senior,” Larranaga
said. “I see a lot of mistakes being from inex-
perience.”

Larranaga also pointed to some players trying
to be too aggressive instead of playing as a
team at times.

“There’s a domino effect - if someone dribbles
too much then the next guy tends to dribble
too much,” Larranaga said. “It’s a bad mes-
sage. ... We have a lot of growing up to do.”

He adds “Our players don’t know each other’s
games very well, don’t know their own game
very well.”

Players’ takes?

Bruce Brown said Friday that the team wants
him to be aggressive and that “I have to step

2]

up.

“We knew we didn’t play great (in the loss),”

Brown said. “(The problem) is just the flow of
the offense - we’re not sharing the ball, getting
easy shots, but we’re figuring it out.”

Ja’Quan Newton’s perspective: “We have to
know people’s strengths. Sometimes we need
to kick out - it’s something we’re going to fix
by watching film, that’s all.

“We have to be a team, play together, play
well.”

The team hopes to see some things start to
come together beginning Sunday vs. FSU.

The Noles are led by Terance Mann (14.8 PPG,
6.2 RPG, 3.3 APG), Phil Cofer (13.9 PPG, 20 of
42 three-pointers made), Braian Angola (13.1
PPG, 3.2 APG) and CJ Walker (10.1 PPG, 3.
APG). Overall Florida State is hitting on 49.5
percent of its shots (compared to opponents’
38.1 percent) and outscores opponents 85.4-
68.4.

“They’re a very good defensive team - we have
to play a lot faster,” Brown said. “They shoot
threes a lot, we have to defend the three. ... We
need to get out in transition, get easy layups
and dunks and have fun. It doesn’t look like
we’re having fun out there. Once we do that
we’ll win a lot of games.”

The Canes don’t want to start league play 1-2,
especially with the following games at No. 25
Clemson and then home vs. No. 2 Duke.

“| think they’ve got a great team,” Larranaga
said of FSU. “I think they’re playing at a very,
very high level right now.

“A team like Florida State is so athletic -long,
gifted, tall.”

UM has three players averaging scoring in
double figures - Dewan Huell (13.4 PPG, 6.4
RPG), Brown (10.9 PPG, 7.3 RPG, 4.2 APG) and
DJ Vasiljevic (10.3 PPG, 32 of 80 three-pointers
made).

Newton is averaging 9.9 points but has turned
the ball over a team high 30 times.

“I' have to play better, step it u p,” Newton said.
“I have to set the tone offensively, defensively.”

Highly touted freshman Lonnie Walker? He is
averaging 8.3 points but is making just 42.4

percent of his shots.

“In Lonnie’s case he’s a very gifted athlete,
very gifted shooter/scorer,” Larranaga said.
“Under certain circumstances when he’s ag-
gressive he’s very effective. But like many
freshmen he hasn’t seen the athletes and the
size and strength (in college). So instead of a
jumper he’ll shoot an off-balance layup. Those
are hard shots to make. ... We’'ll talk to him
today about being more aggressive, getting
more shot opportunities.

“Skills at this level is so important, and experi-
ence becomes a skill. ... Freshmen are learning
it for the first time.”

Brown called Walker “a great playmaker,” and
says of Walker’s transition to college that “He
just needs to be poised. ... All he needs to do is
really watch film, get with the coaches. We've
been getting him more reps on the offensive
end in practice.”

* Larranaga said the New York Knicks were
scouting today’s Miami practice.

* Brown says he wants to step up as more of a
leader and says he wasn’t vocal enough in the
recent loss, saying he talked more to the of-
ficials than trying to pump up his teammates.

* With a home game ... finally ... Brown said,
“Definitely good to be home. The road is crazy.
[ didn’t know how much it wears on your body
being on the road so much. This should be a
great game for us to be back home.”



Not much goes right for Canes in upset loss at Ga. Tech
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Call it road fatigue.
Or just a bad loss.

The No. 15 Canes, playing their sixth straight
game away from home, lost to 7-7 Georgia
Tech on Wednesday night, 64-54.

UM is now 12-2 on the season.

Miami began strong, taking al7-9 lead 12 min-
utes in after the Yellow Jackets missed eight
straight shots. But Georgia Tech hit five of its
next six to pull within three, and it was 26-26 in
the final minutes of the first half. The halftime
score: 28-28.

“I'm appalled by the way we’re playing,” coach
Jim Larranaga said at the break. “We have to
do everything better - rebound better, defend
better, handle the ball in the open court.”

[t didn’t get better.

The Canes fell behind by seven points with
12:30 to go after a technical foul on the bench,
and with nine minutes remaining it was 46-34
after a 10-0 Georgia Tech run.

“I have no idea (who the bench technical was
on),” Larranaga said. “It wasn’t on me. It wasn’t
my assistants. He was pointing to somebody
down at the end of the bench who jumped up.
You’ll have to ask him. To me, that’s ridiculous.”

Miami had just eight points in the first 12 min-
utes of the second half before its best stretch
of the game - a 10-0 run pulled UM within 46-
44 with 4:36 left (Georgia Tech missed eight
straight during the run).

But there wasn’t much after that positive for
Miami.

Consecutive turnovers by Ja’Quan Newton and
Bruce Brown ... and fouls by both players on
the ensuing possessions ... put Georgia Tech
ahead 53-46 with 2:58 to go. At the two min-
ute mark it was 56-48, and UM didn’t get back
into it.

[When] the game is on the line, you need to

take care of the ball,” Larranaga said. “You
can’t be turning it over.”

Overall Miami hit on 37.5 percent of its shots
(four of 19 three-pointers) in this game com-
pared to Georgia Tech’s 19 percent (one of 10
threes). And the Canes had the slight rebound-
ing edge, 39-38.

Leading scorers for UM: Dewan Huell (13 points,
eight rebounds), Brown (nine points, nine re-
bounds) and Anthony Lawrence (nine points,
12 rebounds). Brown hit four of 12 shots, and
also struggling was Lykes with two of 10 shoot-
ing.

“We went cold and stayed cold as far as | was
concerned,” Larranaga said. “We turned the
ball over needlessly. When we cut the lead
to four, we had three-straight turnovers. We
dribbled into the lane and threw it, they took
it right off of our guy and then we had the
ball right in the three-second lane and they
stripped us. That’s not good basketball. We
should play a lot better than that.”

Up next?
Miami will finally be back home vs. FSU on

Sunday, the team’s first game at the Watsco
Center since Dec. 5.



No. 15 Miami Dismal in 64-54 Loss at Georgia Tech
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The Miami Hurricanes wrapped up their six-
game stretch away from home in disappoint-
ing fashion.

Dewan Huell scored 13 points to lead the 15th-
ranked Miami Hurricanes in a 64-54 loss at
Georgia Tech on Wednesday night.

“I didn’t think we were very sharp tonight at
all,” head coach Jim Larranaga said. “You can
see by the stat sheet that they only made one
3. They were 1 for 10 for the entire game and
yet they scored at the rim which was exactly
the defensive strategy to stop--trying to stop
them from getting their driving layups, their
cutting layups and their post-ups. When you’re
not able to do that and the other team is able
to execute their man offense the way they
did that’s a great concern. Then offensively
we could not find the open man. We just kept
turning the ball over. Eighteen turnovers and 12
assists is not what we’re looking for.”

Ja’Quan Newton added six points to surpass
1,000 career points becoming the 38th player
in Miami history to accomplish the feat.

Miami (12-2, 1-1 ACC) concluded a six-game
stretch away from home going 4-2 and will
host No. 24 Florida State (12-2, 1-1) on Sunday
(6 p.m., ESPNU) in their first home game in
over a month.

Georgia Tech (7-7, 1-1) shook off losses to
Grambling State, Wofford, and Wright State
and a 1-6 record against kenpom.com top-200
teams this season to upset Miami.

The Yellow Jackets were led by Josh Okogie’s
30 points and nine rebounds as the sophomore
swingman severely outplayed Miami’s Bruce
Brown, who had nine points and nine rebounds
while guarding Okogie most of the game.

Georgia Tech went on a 14-2 run over a seven-
minute span in the second half to take control
of the game with a 46-34 lead.

Miami was 1 for 13 from the floor during the
stretch including a wild missed layup by Chris
Lykes, who thought he was fouled on the play
and the Miami bench was assessed a technical

foul for arguing the call.

The Hurricanes’ defense also struggled as
Brown let his man easily slip back door causing
head coach Jim Larranaga to call timeout after
the error.

Miami followed with a 10-0 run as Huell scored
six points and Anthony Lawrence had four to
cut the deficit to 46-44 with 4:36 left.

But from there it was all Georgia Tech down the
stretch as Okogie scored seven in the final min-
utes while the Hurricanes had five turnovers.

“We should play a lot better than that,” Lar-
ranaga said. “The game is on the line, you need
to take care of the ball. You can’t be turning it
over.”

The Hurricanes shot 37.5 percent (21 of 56)
from the floor and made just 4 of 19 from
3-point range. They were also plagued by 18
turnovers as Georgia Tech outscored Miami
21-6 in points off turnovers.

Georgia Tech shot 39.0 percent (23 of 59) from
the floor and just 1 of 10 from 3, but sank 17 of
23 from the free-throw line.

Miami led 17-9 after back-to-back baskets by
Lonnie Walker capping a 10-0 run.

From there, the Hurricanes were unable to
build on the lead as turnovers piled up in the
first half, but none worse than a no-look, alley-
00p on a two-on-one fastbreak by Walker that
clanged off the rim.

“Did you see that last play? What was that? |
don’t even know,” Larranaga said during his
television interview at halftime.

The teams went into the break tied at 28 with
Miami having 10 turnovers.

“A comedy of errors | would say,” Larranaga
said. “Neither team handled the ball very well
or attacked the other team’s defense with any
kind of efficiency. I'm appalled by the way
we’re playing.”



Miami Hurricanes Basketball No. 15 in Latest AP Poll
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The Miami Hurricanes remain No. 15 in the lat-
est AP Poll after two wins last week.

Miami (12-1, 1-0 ACC) beat Middle Tennessee
84-81on Christmas Day in the third place game
of the Diamond Head Classic in Honolulu, Ha-
waii and won at Pittsburgh 67-53 on Saturday
to open ACC play.

Miami concludes its six-game trip away from
home on Wednesday (9 p.m., RSN) at Georgia
Tech (6-7, 0-1). The Hurricanes will host No. 24
Florida State (11-2, 0-1) on Sunday (6 p.m., ES-
PNU) .

Miami is one of six ACC schools in the top 25
along with No. 2 Duke (13-1, 1-1), No. 8 Virginia
(12-1,1-0), No. 12 North Carolina (12-2, 1-0), No.
24 Florida State (11-2, 0-1), and No. 25 Clemson
(12-1,1-0).



Lawrence Paces No. 15 Miami in 67-53 Win at Pittsburgh
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Anthony Lawrence scored 12 points to lead
a balanced attack for the No. 15 Miami Hurri-
canes in 67-53 win at Pittsburgh to open ACC
competition on Saturday.

Bruce Brown and Ja’Quan Newton each added
11 points while Chris Lykes chipped in 10 off the
bench for the Hurricanes (12-1, 1-0).

Pittsburgh (8-6, 0-1) was led by Shamiel Ste-
venson’s 16 points.

Miami trailed 9-4 in the opening minutes and
was down 18-17 before going on a 13-1 run in
the final seven minutes of the first half and
never looked back. Lawrence had five points,
including a 3-pointer, during the pivotal run
while Lonnie Walker contributed four free
throws.

The Hurricanes led by double digits the entire
second half as their lead grew to as many as 21.

Miami shot 49.1 percent (27 of 55) from the
floor, 5 of 14 from 3, and made 8 of 9 free
throws while Pittsburgh shot 40.4 percent (19
of 47) from the field, 4 of 16 from 3, and 11 of 13
from the free-throw line.

The Hurricanes had 15 turnovers, but the Pan-
thers had 19 and Miami outscored the Panthers
16-5 on points off turnovers.



Defense, rebounding help UM to ACC-opening win at Pitt
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Anthony Lawrence Il scored 12 points, Ja’Quan
Newton and Bruce Brown Jr. chipped in 11
points each and 15th-ranked Miami had little
trouble with Pittsburgh in a 67-53 victory on
Saturday.

Chris Lykes added 10 points for the balanced
Hurricanes (12-1,1-0 Atlantic Coast Conference)
who overwhelmed the undersized and under-
manned Panthers over the final 30 minutes to
win their conference opener with ease.

The Hurricanes held Pitt (8-6, 0-1) to 40 per-
cent shooting, outrebounded the Panthers
31-23 and forced 19 turnovers. Miami, playing
its fifth straight road game over the last three
weeks, hardly looked tired five days removed
from a third-place finish in the Diamond Head
Classic in Hawaii.

Shamiel Stevenson led the Panthers with 16
points and Jared-Wilson Frame had 13 points
but Pitt had no answer for the bigger, more
athletic and more experienced Hurricanes. Mi-
ami outscored the Panthers 40-28 in the paint
and got to the rim regularly during a 13-1run at
the end of the first half that broke it open.

The Panthers came in having won seven of
eight to give their massively overhauled roster
a needed confidence boost. Yet all seven wins
came against teams from one-bid conferences.
The Hurricanes presented a significant step up
in class, one Pitt was forced to take without
senior forward Ryan Luther, who missed his
fourth straight game with a foot injury.

Luther is Pitt’s lone experienced post player.
Still, the Panthers actually hung around for the
first 13 minutes or so until the offensive issues
that have dogged them at times against qual-
ity opponents resurfaced. Once the Hurricanes
figured out they could get into the lane when-
ever they wanted, the Panthers offered little
resistance.

Miami used a late surge to go up 30-19 at the
half. Newton opened the second half with a
runner, Brown hit consecutive layups and Ebu-
ka Izundu followed with a dunk during a quick
burst to start the second half that put the Hur-
ricanes up 16 and Miami was never in trouble

again.
BIG PICTURE

Miami: The Hurricanes look plenty comfort-
able on the road, a formula that should keep
them in the ACC race well into March. Nearing
the end of a stretch in which they play at home
just once in six weeks, Miami’s ability to play
anywhere should bode well in arguably the na-
tion’s toughest conference.

Pitt: The Panthers are still searching for an of-
fensive identity. Freshman point guard Marcus
Carr has shown he can run the offense at times
but Pitt is still prone to lengthy droughts that
will make it difficult for them to be remotely
competitive in the ACC if they can’t get sorted
out.

UP NEXT

Miami: Visits Georgia Tech on Wednesday. The
Hurricanes are 6-2 against the Yellow Jackets
under coach Jim Larranaga.

Pitt: Travels to Louisville on Tuesday. The Pan-
thers are 0-6 to the Cardinals since Louisville
joined the ACC in 2014.

GAME NOTES
Team

* Miami leads the series with Pitt, 20-18, includ-
ing 4-1in ACC play. UM has won four straight
against Pitt.

* Miami is 6-8 in ACC openers, including 4-3
under Jim Larrafiaga.

* Miami ended the first half on a 13-1 run over
the final 6:21 of the first half and did not allow
a field goal over the final 7:34 of the opening
stanza (8:31 spanning both halves). Pitt missed
its final nine field-goal attempts of the half.

* Miami held Pitt scoreless for a span of 5:12 in
the first half, the sixth time UM’s has recorded a
scoreless stretch of five-plus minutes.

* UM has limited nine of its 13 opponents to
fewer than 60 points.

* Miami was 8-for-9 (.889) at the free-throw
line, its best performance of the year.

* Pitt committed 19 turnovers, one shy of a
season high for a Miami foe.

* Pitt’s 19 first-half points are tied for the sec-
ond-fewest allowed in the first by Miami this
season.

* Miami blocked a season-high eight shots.
Individual

* Anthony Lawrence Il matched a career high
with three blocks. He scored in double figures

for the fifth time this season

¢ Freshman Chris Lykes scored 10 points, his
third career game in double figures.

+ Ja’Quan Newton scored 11 points and now
has 995 career points.

* DJ Vasiljevic tied his previous best of two
steals.



Hurricanes freshman guard Lonnie Walker “100 percent’ after injury scare

Sun Sentinel
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University of Miami freshman guard Lonnie
Walker told everyone he was all right in a tweet
that followed an early exit against Middle Ten-
nessee State on Monday night after an injury
to his left knee.

Now we’ve heard it from his coach, too.

Jim Larranaga assured reporters Thursday that
“he’ll be 100 percent this weekend” as the 15th-
ranked UM men’s basketball team (12-1) kicks
off its ACC schedule at Pittsburgh on Saturday.

“Lonnie is fine. | was just extra cautious the
other night,” Larranaga said after his McDon-
ald’s All-American sixth man played just five
minutes and didn’t return. “He could’ve played
in the second half, but | wanted our doctors to
look at him to be sure there wasn’t going to be
any issue. He was examined [Wednesday], and
he’s been given a clean bill of health.”

Walker, the Hurricanes’ fifth-leading scorer at
8.5 points per game and a potential lottery
pick, was able to limp off the court on Monday
night after apparently hurting his left knee, not
the right one he had surgery on in July, as he
landed awkwardly after leaping for a pass. UM
ended up winning the third-place game of the
Diamond Head Classic in Honolulu.

“I'm all good everyone,” he tweeted later Mon-
day night. “Now it’s time for ACC.”

Walker participated in a Thursday’s practice,
and Larranaga said he will play on Saturday.
It’s the third injury scare the prized freshman
has had with UM.

Walker twisted his left ankle last month in a
win against Florida A&M on Nov. 16, but didn’t
miss any time as he was on the floor for the
Hurricanes’ next game against La Salle in his
hometown of Reading,

Penn. He also tore the meniscus in his right
knee during his fourth summer workout with
the Hurricanes in July, but had surgery and was
available for UM’s opener.

Earlier this month, Walker earned ACC Rookie
of the Week honors after a 26-point, seven-

rebound (both career highs) performance
against Boston University in his lone collegiate
start.

Senior point guard Ja’Quan Newton believes
Sunday’s loss to New Mexico State and the
ensuing double-digit deficit the team had to
erase to beat MTSU will ultimately work as a
positive as the Hurricanes get going in the At-
lantic Coast Confernece.

“Every team can’t go undefeated. When we
lost, we took it as a learning experience, and
just wanted to bounce back from it,” said New-
ton, who enters Sunday 16 points shy of 1,000
for his career. “For us to battle back like that
and stay poised, | think it’ll really get us ready
for conference play.”

Larranaga said Thursday that he wants to see
sophomore guard Bruce Brown, who is aver-
aging 11.1 points on 43 percent shooting, play
more aggressively on offense.

“We thought Bruce was playing way too con-
servatively, and we let him know that at half-
time of the New Mexico State game. He came
out, was on the attack, made some buckets,
got himself going,” Larranaga said. “I think
he’s in a good position now mentally.”

The other prized sophomore Larranaga coach-
es, forward Dewan Huell, has seen a major up-
tick in scoring this season, from 5.8 points per
game as a freshman to now leading the team
at 13.9.

“| think he is much more confident in his scor-
ing ability,” Larranaga said. “I'd like to see him
rebound more because | know he’s very ca-
pable of that.”

Larranaga added that keeping opponents off
the offensive glass will be a focus moving for-
ward, after surrendering 14 offensive rebounds
against New Mexico State and 15 second-
chance points against Middle Tennessee State.

UM has three of its first four ACC games on the
road, going to Georgia Tech on Wednesday, re-
turning home Jan. 7 for Florida State and then
playing at Clemson on Jan. 13.



Walker good to go for Pitt; hoops looks to begin ACC play with win

CaneSport.com
Staff
Dec. 28, 2017

Coming off its first loss of the season Dec. 23 to
New Mexico State in a Hawaii tournament, 63-
54 - and following with a close victory against
overmatched Middle Tennessee, 84-81, coach
Jim Larranaga and the basketball team know
there has to be a quick turnaround in level of
play with ACC play beginning Dec. 30 at Pitts-
burgh.

“We had a chance to test ourselves and figure
some things out,” Larranaga said Thursday.
“Hopefully it'll prepare us for our opening
game against Pittsburgh.

“Pitt is young and talented and playing very
well right now. They’ve won seven of their last
eight games, are sharing the ball very well, are
a well-balanced team.”

So far the 11-1 Canes are outscoring opponents
75.5-59.0, with four players averaging scoring
in double figures - Dewan Huell (13.9 PPG, 6.3
RPG), DJ Vasiljevic (1.5 PPG, 30 of 71 three-
pointers made), Bruce Brown (1.1 PPG, 74
RPG, 4.5 APG) and Ja’Quan Newton (10.1 PPG,
2.9 APG).

Newton says coming off the team’s first loss
that “We’re going to take it as a learning expe-
rience - every team can’t go undefeated. ... We
feel we got tested against New Mexico State
and then against Middle Tennessee.”

Lonnie Walker (8.5 PPG) was banged up last
game but is good to go for the upcoming ACC
run.

“Thank goodness it’s right now kind of a non
factor,” Larranaga said. “He’ll be 100 percent
this weekend. ... He’ll practice and play.”

With conference play on tap now, Newton said
“Conference play is a whole different ballgame.
The competition is better, the way you prepare
for teams is different. It’s a big deal. And that’s
where all the fun begins.”

Larranaga’s take?

“Hopefully we’re ready for the ACC race,” he
said. “We’re going to find out quickly.”

* Looking at the New Mexico State loss, which
came after a quick turnaround following the
opening game to start the tournament in Ha-
waii, Newton said, “Playing that late at night
the first game and trying to bounce back the
next day was the most difficult for us. | felt we
were exhausted from the game (the night be-
fore) and we couldn’t sleep. We were waking
up on East Coast time ... that was kind of dif-
ficult.”

He added, “We don’t make excuses, but we
didn’t play with any energy and that was a big
factor - the time adjustment and things like
that. ... We lost, take that one on the chin. They
played the day before too, so it’s not an excuse.
But we definitely didn’t play with energy and
we have to come with more of an energy level
than that.”

* Larranaga said he wants Brown to be more
consistently aggressive in games.

“I think he’s now in a good position mentally,”
Larranaga said. “He needs to be an all-confer-
ence player, what he was last year for many
games - leading scorer, leading rebounder,
leader in assists.”

* Larranga says Huell “is now much more con-
fident in his scoring ability” but that “I'd like to
see him rebound more because | k now he’s
capable of that.”

Larranaga also said overall the team needs to
rebound better.

“We’re going to devote a lot of time in these
next weeks to keeping people off the offensive
boards because | thought that was our Achil-
les’ heel this weekend,” Larranaga said.

* Asked to assess his own play this season,
Newton said, “I love my play - I'm getting guys
involved more, less turnovers. ... | love how I'm
playing this year but it always can go to the
next step, take it to the next level when confer-
ence play starts.”



SG Walker is Cleared, Will Play at Pittsburgh

Inside The U
Christopher Stock
Dec. 28,2017

CORAL GABLES, Fla. -- Freshman shooting
guard Lonnie Walker has been cleared by the
training staff after suffering a knee injury in
Monday’s game against Middle Tennessee.

“Lonnie is fine,” head coach Jim Larranaga
said. “l was just extra cautious the other night.
He could have played in the second half, but |
wanted our doctors to look at him to be sure it
wasn’t going to be any issue and he was exam-
ined yesterday and has been given a clean bill
of health.”

Walker missed the second half of the game af-
ter injuring his left knee when he slipped upon
receiving a pass, which initially concerned Lar-
ranaga.

“Lonnie Walker had (right) knee surgery and
during the game when | saw him slip and his
shoe came off his foot, what you don’t want to
do is if there is a very minor sprain or twist or
what have you, to exasperate that by playing
him a lot in the second half and then have it be-
come, rather than a very minor issue, become a
major issue. And thank goodness it’s right now
kind of a non-factor. I’'m glad we were able to
win the game and I'm glad | was able to rest
him and give him a chance to recover so he’ll
be 100 percent this weekend.”

He is expected to practice on Thursday morn-
ing and play Saturday (4 p.m., ACC Network) at
Pittsburgh in the Hurricanes’ ACC opener.

“Yes he’ll practice and play,” Larranaga said.



Brown Leads No. 15 Miami to an 84-81 Win Over Middle Tennessee

Inside The U
Christopher Stock
Dec. 25, 2017

Bruce Brown scored 14 of his season-high 20
points in the second half and grabbed a team-
high six rebounds to help the 15th-ranked Mi-
ami Hurricanes bounce back from their first
loss of the season with an 84-81 win over Mid-
dle Tennessee in the third place game of the
Diamond Head Classic in Honolulu, Hawaii on
Monday night.

Dewan Huell led Miami in scoring with 21 points
and Dejan Vasiljevic added 13 for the Hurri-
canes who were without reserve guard Lonnie
Walker for the second half after sustaining a
knee injury.

Miami (11-1) won two of three in Honolulu beat-
ing tournament host Hawaii 75-57 in the first
game before falling 63-54 to New Mexico State
in the semifinals dropping the Hurricanes from
No. 6 to 15 in the AP Poll.

The Hurricanes have concluded their non-con-
ference schedule and will begin ACC competi-
tion on Saturday (4 p.m., ACCN) at Pittsburgh.

Ebuka Izundu’s dunk gave Miami a 50-45 lead
with 12:17 left in the game, but Middle Tennes-
see responded with a 9-0 run and from there
the teams remained close on the scoreboard.

Ja’Quan Newton and Brown made key plays
down the stretch starting with Brown hitting a
jumper with 2:42 left for a 72-69 lead.

After Middle Tennessee countered with a buck-
et, Newton drove the lane for a layup, drew a
charge, and then found Dejan Vasiljevic in the
corner for a 3-pointer for a 77-71lead with 1:20
left giving the Hurricanes the cushion they
needed for the win.

In addition to Brown’s season-high 20 points
and leading the team in rebounds, he also had
three assists, two steals, and one block in 39
minutes.

Huell scored 21 points on 7-of-8 shooting from
the floor and 7-of-8 shooting from the free-
throw line. Newton added nine points and six
assists, and Anthony Lawrence had nine points
and five rebounds.

Middle Tennessee (8-4) was led by Nick King’s
game-high 28 points.

Middle Tennessee jumped out to a 19-6 lead to
start the game with Miami making 2 of its first
8 shots with three turnovers.

Brown helped ignite the slow-starting Hur-
ricanes with a pair of assists on drives to the
basket. First, Brown found Rodney Miller un-
derneath the basket for a dunk and then kicked
out a pass to Chris Lykes for a 3 to cut the defi-
cit to 20-17.

Vasiljevic sank a 3 from the left wing to give
Miami its first lead of the game at 25-24.

Vasiljevic connected again from 3, this one
from the top of the key, and Miami’s lead had
grown to 32-25 to cap a 12-1run.

Moments later, Walker injured his left knee and
did not return. Walker was injured on an awk-
ward fall at the top of the key after receiving
a pass in mid-air. He landed and then tried to
make a move to his right, but lost his footing,
and his shoe in the process resulting in a travel.
He stayed on the ground and immediately
motioned to the bench to have a trainer tend
to him. He eventually limped off the court by
a pair of teammates and went straight to the
locker room.

Miami took a 34-29 lead into the break.



New Mexico State Knocks Off No. 6 Miami in Hawaii

Associated Press
Kalani Takase
Dec. 24, 2017

HONOLULU

Buoyed by a staunch defensive effort and grit-
ty play down the stretch, New Mexico State got
a defining win for the program.

Zach Lofton scored 15 points and the Aggies
knocked off No. 6 Miami 63-54 in the Diamond
Head Classic semifinals Saturday night.

New Mexico State (11-2) beat a ranked team
for the first time in 10 seasons and handed the
Hurricanes (10-1) their first loss, leaving Vil-
lanova, Arizona State and TCU the lone unde-
feated Division | teams in the country.

Lofton had nine rebounds and three assists,
and AJ Harris and Sidy N’Dir had 10 points
apiece for New Mexico State.

“We don’t get many opportunities like this to
play highly-ranked teams on a neutral court,”
coach Chris Jans said. “And when you have
those opportunities you've got to take full ad-
vantage of it and | couldn’t be more proud of
the group of guys than | am right now.”

New Mexico State took the lead for good with
3:43 left in the first half on a baseline drive by
Johnathon Wilkins to make it 23-21.

“We talked, in our timeouts, about having that
same mindset,” Jans said. “Even though we
were leading, to continue to defend and re-
bound like we were behind and to play with a
sense of urgency and to not relax and | think
the fellas kind of rallied around that.”

Miami cut it to 54-53 on Bruce Brown Jr.’s two
free throws with 1:25 remaining, but Lofton
made a deep 3-pointer from the right wing to
make it a two-possession game.

“It just came down to toughness,” Lofton said.
“Our team showed toughness.”

DJ Vasiljevic led Miami with 15 points, Brown
had 13 and Dewan Huell 10.

“What we told the team before the game was
(the Aggies) sometimes make difficult shots
and don’t be surprised if they do it,” Miami
coach Jim Larranaga said. “It’s not an accident

if they do it, (because) they do that from time
to time. Unfortunately, it was at critical times,
when we were starting to make a run and
there’s nothing you can do about that.”

The Hurricanes led by seven during the first
half.

New Mexico State led at halftime 29-25 in the
first meeting between the schools.

BIG PICTURE

New Mexico State: It was the Aggies’ first win
over a ranked opponent since March 3, 2007,
when they beat then-No. 13 Nevada 80-73.
They had lost their last 18 games against
ranked opponents until Saturday.

Miami: The Hurricanes were held to one of their
poorest shooting performances this season.
They shot just 34 percent from the field (18 of
53), well below their season average of 49.6
percent. They entered averaging 76.8 points
per game.

STAT OF THE NIGHT

Miami was a dismal 2-of-18 shooting (11.1 per-
cent) from 3-point range, with the lone makes
coming from Vasiljevic. The Hurricanes entered
the game shooting at a 38.6-percent clip from
beyond the arc.

AN UNHAPPY MEMORY

Saturday marked the 35th anniversary of Di-
vision-Il Chaminade’s upset of then-No. 1 Vir-
ginia, which took place in Honolulu. Larranaga,
an assistant on the Cavaliers staff at the time,
was asked what he remembers from the game.

“What | remember is we were the No. 1team in
the country and we had Ralph Sampson,” Lar-
ranaga said. “We had just beaten Georgetown
with Patrick Ewing and Houston with Hakeen
Olajuwon and we came here and the game was
called the greatest upset in college basketball
history and still thirty-five years later people
are bringing it up to me, so it’s not a great
memory for me, but I'm sure it is to Chaminade
and the people on the island.”

UP NEXT

New Mexico State will try to make it five
straight wins when it faces Southern California

for the tournament title Monday.

Miami looks to get back into the win column
against Middle Tennessee in the third-place
game Monday.



No. 6 Miami Suffers First Loss, Upset By New Mexico State 63-54

Inside The U
Christopher Stock
Dec. 24, 2017

Dejan Vasiljevic scored 15 points to lead the
No. 6 Miami Hurricanes, who suffered their first
loss of the season falling 63-54 to unranked
New Mexico State in the semifinals of the Dia-
mond Head Classic in Honolulu, Hawaii on Sat-
urday night.

Bruce Brown added 13 points, all in the second
half, and Dewan Huell had 10 points and nine
rebounds for the Hurricanes, who shot a sea-
son-low 34.0 percent (18 of 53) from the floor.

Miami (10-1) will face Middle Tennessee (8-3)
in the third place game on Monday (8:30 p.m.,
ESPNU).

New Mexico State (11-2) beat a top 10 team for
the first time since Jan. 8,1990 when they beat
No. 7 UNLV 83-82. The Aggies were led by Zach
Lofton’s 15 points.

Miami jumped out to an 13-6 lead to start the
game, but New Mexico State battled back to
tie the game at 15 behind eight consecutive
missed shots by Miami. New Mexico State
continued to keep Miami from getting into a
rhythm throughout the half taking a 29-25 lead
into halftime behind forcing the Hurricanes
into committing 11 turnovers by eight different
players.

Brown, who had scored just seven points in
his last two games, looked to put his offensive
woes behind him and came out of the locker
room with a sense of urgency scoring eight
points in the first 3 minutes, 28 seconds for a
38-36 lead.

Less than two minutes later Brown struck again
with a layup at the 15:00 mark, but then missed
four shots from the floor the rest of the game
scoring just three free throws.

New Mexico State’s Shunn Buchanan hit his
only shot of the game, a 3-pointer, to give the
Aggies a 47-40 lead with 9:48 left. It was the
Aggies’ largest lead of the game at the time.

Miami went on an 8-0 burst behind two free
throws by Anthony Lawrence, a dunk by Huell,
a layup by Ja’Quan Newton, and a jumper by
Huell to cut the deficit to 52-51 with 2:08 left,

but were not able to take the lead.

Keyon Jones grabbed an offensive board after
a block by Lawrence and followed with a layup
for a 54-51 lead. Brown responded on the en-
suing possession by drawing a foul and hitting
a pair of free throws to pull Miami back within
a point at 54-53 with 1:25 left.

Lofton, who came into the game averaging
19.5 points a game, had been struggling with
his shot, but connected from long range when
it mattered most. His 3 extended the lead to
57-53 and then Miami’s Chris Lykes fumbled
the ball out of bounds for a costly turnover re-
sulting in a layup by AJ Harris essentially seal-
ing the win for New Mexico State.

Miami struggled on offense, especially the
guards outside of Vasiljevic. Miami’s other four
guards of Brown, Newton, Lykes, and Lonnie
Walker combined to make 5 of 28 shots with
six turnovers and one assist.

The Hurricanes will look to bounce back against
Middle Tennessee, which is 3-2 against top 100
teams this season while Miami is 1-1. Middle
Tennessee is coming off an 89-84 loss to USC.



Newton Helps No. 6 Miami Pull Away From Hawaii in Second Half

Inside The U
Christopher Stock
Dec. 23, 2017

Ja’Quan Newton scored a season-high 16
points to help the No. 6 Miami Hurricanes pull
away in the second half for a 75-57 win at Ha-
waii in the first round of the Diamond Head
Classic early Saturday morning.

Dewan Huell also scored 16 points and Antho-
ny Lawrence chipped in 11 as all eight players
scored for the Hurricanes.

Miami (10-0) advances to the semifinals to face
New Mexico State (10-2) in a quick turnaround
later on Saturday (10 p.m., ESPN2).

The game began at 1:21 a.m. Eastern time, 8:21
in Honolulu, with a crowd of 7,669 on hand to
see the tournament hosts face the only ranked
team in the field.

Hawaii (7-3) battled through the first half lead-
ing by as many as four points and went into
halftime tied at 33. The Rainbow Warriors had
a slight edge in the second half with Miami
trailing for the first time this season after the
break.

But then the Hurricanes put together large
runs to propel them to the win.

Dejan Vasiljevic hit a 3, Huell had a dunk, and
Bruce Brown drilled a 3 as part of an 11-1 run to
build a 48-38 lead.

The lead was cut to 48-44 after a 3 by Leland
Green, but the Hurricanes responded once
again with a 9-0 burst for a 57-44 lead with
10:50 left.

Miami’s lead grew to as many as 20 as Hawaii
was unable to get within single digits the rest
of the way.

Newton and Huell both scored 10 of their 16
points in the second half as the team combined
for 8-for-10 shooting.

Miami shot a blistering 69.6 percent (16 of 23)
in the second half including making 4 of 6 from
behind the arc and finished the game shooting
52.6 percent (30 of 57) from the field.

The Hurricanes also shot well from the free-

throw line making 10 of 13 (76.9 percent) after
entering the game as the second-worst in the
country at a 57.9 clip.

Brown was held to just four points on 1-of-4
shooting and has scored just seven points (2
for 10) in two games since returning from a fin-
ger injury on his non-shooting hand. Brown did
have a team-high eight assists and grabbed
five rebounds in 32 minutes.

Miami led 10-2 lead to begin the game, but Ha-
waii responded to take an 18-14 lead with the
crowd on its side.

Lonnie Walker hit Miami’s first 3 of the game
and the only one of the first half for a 26-22
lead, but was hit with a technical foul for taunt-
ing the Hawaii bench.

The Rainbow Warriors took full advantage of
the technical hitting both free throws and con-
verting a three-point play for a 27-26 lead.

Walker immediately atoned for his mistake
responding with a three-point play of his own
on a driving layup and then moments later de-
livered a one-handed, no-look pass to Ebuka
lzundu, who slammed home a forceful one-
handed dunk over a defender for a highlight-
reel play and a 31-29 lead.

The teams went into the break tied at 33.



How good is the sixth-ranked UM basketball team? We’re about to find out

Miami Herald
Michelle Kaufman
Dec. 22, 2017

They’re ranked No. 6 in the nation, the high-
est December ranking in school history. They’re
undefeated at 9-0, one of just four unbeaten
teams left, and spending the next few days in
Hawaii. So far, it’s been a great season for the
University of Miami men’s basketball team.

But Coach Jim Larrafiaga says it is far too
early to know how good the Hurricanes really
are. He will have a much better idea in a few
weeks, after the new year, depending on how
the Canes get through a six-game consecutive
road swing that began last week at George
Washington and continues with this weekend’s
Diamondhead Classic in Honolulu.

After the tournament opener against host Uni-
versity of Hawaii (1 a.m. Saturday), the Canes
play Davidson or New Mexico State on Satur-
day, and another game Sunday, potentially
against USC. Then, it’s off to Pittsburgh to open
the Atlantic Coast Conference schedule on Dec.
30, followed by a Jan. 3 game at Georgia Tech.

Miami’s next home game is Jan. 7 against Flor-
ida State.

“We don’t come back to the Watsco Center
until like January 7, that’s a month away from
home,” Larrafiaga said, asked if this is the most
talented team he’s had at Miami. “You find out
a lot more about yourself on the road, not just
for one game like we played in Minnesota, but
we’ve got ... Hawaii on their home court, then
two neutral-site games. Then [we are] at Pitts-
burgh, at Georgia Tech. That’s a lot of games
in a short period of time all away from home.

“We’re going to know a lot more about our-
selves around the middle of January. ... | think
we play Clemson on [Jan.] 13 and Duke on the
15. If that’s the case, ask me this question on
January 16.”

One thing that is certain is the Hurricanes have
balanced scoring — five players in double fig-
ures —- and are playing tenacious defense.
They rank No. 2 in the nation in scoring defense
(56.3 points allowed per game) and field goal
percentage defense (34.7 percent). Going into
the Hawaii game, their average margin of vic-
tory was 20.7 points this season.

“| love the numbers, but I always study video.
And if you do something correctly seven times
and you do it poorly three times, you're not
5o much focused on the seven times you did
it correctly, you're focused on the three things
and asking yourself why didn’t we do it cor-
rectly every time,” Larrafiaga said.

Sophomore Dewan Huell, having a breakout
season, leads UM with 13.3 points per game
and is averaging 6.3 rebounds. DJ Vasiljevic,
the Australian sophomore sharpshooter, aver-
ages 11.8 points, and sophomore Bruce Brown
is adding 10.6 points and a team-high 7.9 re-
bounds per game. Freshmen Lonnie Walker
IV and Chris Lykes have made a big impact
already, and will be counted on big-time once
the ACC season gets started.



No. 6 Miami Heavy Favorites to Win Tournament in Hawaii

Inside The U
Christopher Stock
Dec. 22, 2017

CORAL GABLES, Fla. - The sixth-ranked Miami
Hurricanes are the only ranked team in the Dia-
mond Head Classic in Honolulu, Hawaii, which
begins play on Friday.

Miami (9-0) opens against tournament host
Hawaii (7-2) on Saturday (1 a.m. ET, ESPNU)
and will play three games in the eight-team
tournament concluding on Dec. 25.

It will be just the second game for Miami since
Dec. 5 as they won at George Washington 59-
50 on Dec. 16. Dewan Huell led the Hurricanes
with 15 points and 12 rebounds for his second
double-double of the season.

Bruce Brown returned from a one-game ab-
sence due to a finger injury on his left hand,
but was ineffective scoring three points in 38
minutes.

Freshman Lonnie Walker posted his second
consecutive double-digit scoring effort with 13
points after scoring a season-high 26 against
Boston University.

Senior forward Mike Thomas leads Hawaii av-
eraging 12.6 points and 6.8 rebounds a game.
Hawaii has won three straight after losing at
Utah 80-60.

The Miami-Hawaii winner will play the winner
of Davidson (4-4) and New Mexico State (9-2)
on Saturday (1o p.m., ESPN2). The losers will
play on Sunday (12:30 a.m., ESPNU).

USC (6-4), Akron (6-2), Middle Tennessee (7-
2), and Princeton (5-6) round out the tourna-
ment field, which has a combined record of
37-20 outside of the Hurricanes and no other
team was one of the 42 which received a vote
in the latest AP Poll.

Some of the teams in the field have already
played each other this season including Miami
over Princeton 80-52 on Dec. 2 and Princeton
beating USC 103-93 on Dec. 19.



No. 6 Miami stays undefeated, downs GW 59-50

Associated Press
Benjamin Standig
Dec. 16, 2017

WASHINGTON - Miami coach Jim Larranaga is
staying on the Hurricanes while they keep pil-
ing up wins.

Dewan Huell had 15 points and 12 rebounds,
and No. 6 Miami used a fast start to beat
George Washington 59-50 on Saturday.

One of six remaining unbeaten teams in Divi-
sion 1entering the weekend, the Hurricanes (9-
0) ripped off 13 of the game’s first 15 points on
their way to a 21-point lead. The scrappy Colo-
nials pulled within seven with 13:53 remaining,
but the rally fizzled down the stretch.

George Washington (5-6) outrebounded the
bigger Hurricanes 44-39, but shot 18.5 percent
(5for 27) from the field in the first half and 30.2
percent overall. Miami ranks second nationally
in scoring defense and field goal defense.

“I thought our defense in the first half was re-
ally outstanding,” Larranaga said. “I thought in
the second half our defense on the first shot
was pretty good, but they offensive rebound
like crazy.”

Jair Bolden had 13 points and Terry Nolan Jr.
scored 10 for the Colonials, who used a 17-3 run
overlapping halftime to cut Miami’s lead to 35-
28.

Asked about the key to preventing George
Washington from getting closer, Huell said:
“Not let them get multiple opportunities at the
rim or off the offensive glass.”

Seated next to his leading scorer, Larranaga
chimed in. “Yeah, they only got 17 (offensive
rebounds),” he said.

Arnaldo Toro had 13 rebounds — four offensive
— for the Colonials.

“We started the first half a little bit slow,” Toro
said. “We were able to pick that up.”

Playing its first game since Dec. 5, Miami shot
41 percent from the field, including a 5-for-21
day from beyond the arc. The Hurricanes made
at least half of their field-goal attempts in sev-
en of their first eight games.

Lonnie Walker IV had 13 points for Miami, which
is 9-0 for the first time since the 2007-08 team
opened the season with 12 consecutive wins.

The matchup wrapped up a home-and-home
series. Miami won 72-64 last season.

“| felt great coming into the game, confident
— and then you go 5 for 27 in the first half and
miss a bunch of open shots,” Colonials coach
Maurice Joseph said. “That’s how it’s going to
be sometimes, but our guys are starting to re-
alize their potential if we start games the way
we talk about starting games.”

INJURIES
Bruce Brown Jr. started for Miami after missing
the previous game with a left-hand injury.

“l was surprised he played today,” Larranaga
said. “We were told it would be three weeks.
Bruce came after a week and said | don’t want
to sit out.”

Permission from the team doctors soon fol-
lowed. The Hurricanes’ third-leading scorer
and assist leader had three points on 1-of-6
shooting with three assists.

ROAD WARRIORS

With a neutral site tournament in Hawaii dur-
ing Christmas Week and two ACC road games
also coming up, Miami will not play at home
again until Jan. 7 against Florida State.

HAPPY HOMECOMING

Larranaga spent 14 years in the D.C. area as
head coach at George Mason and famously led
the Patriots to the 2006 Final Four.

BIG PICTURE
The Hurricanes have yet to trail in the second
half this season.

The Colonials fell to 0-2 against ranked teams
this season.

UP NEXT

The Hurricanes venture outside the U.S. main-
land for the Diamond Head Classic in Hawaii.
They open the tournament on Friday against
Hawaii, followed by a matchup Saturday
against either Davidson or New Mexico State.
George Washington hosts New Hampshire on
Friday.



Freshman Chris Lykes turning heads, looking forward to DC homecoming

Sun Sentinel
Christy Cabrera Chirinos
Dec. 15, 2017

At 6-foot-11 and 220 pounds, Hurricanes for-
ward Dewan Huell — a former McDonald’s All-
American — looks every bit the typical college
basketball player.

The freshman teammate he’s been guarding
this week in practice, however, still seems to
turn heads every time he takes the floor, the
5-foot-7, 160-pound Chris Lykes often standing
inches shorter than most opponents he faces.

What Huell and those opponents have learned
quickly is that the dynamic Lykes has speed,
athleticism and a skill set that made him a cov-
eted prospect at Gonzaga College High School
in Washington, D.C.

Eventually, it was No. 6 Miami that beat out the
likes of top-ranked Villanova and hometown
Georgetown to secure Lykes’ commitment.
And this weekend, it’s likely few in the gym
will be surprised when they see him play as the
Hurricanes travel to face George Washington
on Saturday at noon in the nation’s capital.

“He’s a pretty hard guy to guard,” Huell said
with a laugh this week. “Chris is quick, so you
fall back a second and he can just launch his
shot and it’s going in. He creates separation a
lot of the time and gets his shots off a lot.”

Like Huell, Miami coach Jim Larrafiaga can’t
stop raving about what Lykes — who is averag-
ing 7.1 points and 16.6 minutes per game — has
done in his short time on campus.

With sophomore Bruce Brown sidelined be-
cause of a hand injury, Lykes and fellow fresh-
man Lonnie Walker IV have seen both of their
minutes increase. The pair has delivered.

Against then 12th-ranked Minnesota on the
road, Lykes came off the bench to spark the
Hurricanes with 10 points and a season-best
three steals. He started the second half and
helped Miami go on a 9-2 run en route to the
eventual 86-81 win.

Lykes had a career-high 13 points in the Hur-
ricanes’ 90-59 win over Florida A&M, has con-
nected on at least one 3-pointer in seven of Mi-
ami’s eight games and is shooting 43 percent

from beyond the arc.

Early on, he’s been everything Larrafiaga has
hoped.

“Chris Lykes has a dynamic game, meaning his
speed, quickness, jumping ability. If he were
6-5 or 6-6, he’d be Michael Jordan,” Larrafiaga
said. “That’s how dynamic he is. But he can im-
pact the game. And it doesn’t really matter the
size of your height. It’s the size of your heart
in terms of what you’re capable of doing with
your talent.

“With his talent, he needs to be a nuisance on
defense and he needs to push the tempo on
offense. He needs to look for his 3-point shots,
but he also needs to look to penetrate and
pitch. He’s capable of doing those things.”

Lykes wouldn’t mind doing all of that Saturday,
when he expects friends, family members and
former high school teammates will be present
to watch him and the Hurricanes (8-0) take on
the Colonials (5-5).

While Larrafiaga has often tried to make sure
the Hurricanes visit the hometowns of most
of their out-of-state players — Miami, for ex-
ample played a game in Walker’s hometown
of Reading, Pa., earlier this year — Lykes had
no idea he’d have the chance to play at home
when he signed with the Hurricanes.

The game against George Washington proved
a pleasant surprise when he saw Miami’s
schedule earlier this year. And he’s expecting
it to be a meaningful experience, especially
after seeing what it meant to fellow freshman
Walker when the Hurricanes played La Salle in
Reading.

“It just shows that | really have coaches that do
care about me,” Lykes said. “They want to see
me go home and play in front of a lot of the
people I've played in front of for a while. It’s
going to be a great atmosphere. GW has a re-
ally good fan base and it’s going to be a good
game. They’re going to play hard. We just have
to come out prepared and ready to play.”



With hard work, Huell’s offensive game big boost for undefeated UM
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Dewan Huell estimates he spent six hours a day
this off-season working on his offensive game.

Think it’s paid off?

Huell went from averaging 5.8 points per game
a year ago (with 15 starts) to 13.1 for this 8-0
Cane team ranked No. 6 in the nation.

And his field goals made percentage is now
65.2 compared to 53.1 his freshman year.

The former five-star McDonald’s All-American
is really starting to round out his game, help-
ing Miami achieve its best ranking since No. 5
in 2013.

But Huell says players aren’t satisfied.

“Being ranked No. 6 is a lot of pressure - we
have to go out and show them we (deserve
it),” Huell said. “So it’s a lot of pressure on us
now.”

The scariest part about it, at least for oppo-
nents? Huell says the Canes have a much high-
er ceiling than what they’ve showed.

“We’re not even close yet, to be honest,”
Huell said. “The things we’re capable of doing
haven’t been shown yet.”

Huell says he ... and the team ... is working hard
to continue improving.

“Our goal is every practice to go over mistakes
from previous games and not repeat the same
mistakes,” he said. “We’re watching the ball
too much, are ball watching, giving up too
many offensive rebound and we know that can
kill us.”

“Ball watching,” as he calls it, caused him to
start the second half on the bench last game.

“I knew from the time | missed that rebound
that | wasn’t going to start - | know the type
of coach that coach L (Jim Larranaga) is, and
| deserved that, | never should have been ball
watching,” Huell said. “I'm one of the leaders
on the team, and | can’t let that happen.”

*Huell says a personal focus moving forward is
to rebound better - he currently averages 5.6
rebounds per game.

*The team is on the road until Jan. 7, when FSU
comes to town.

“We kind of owe them from last year,” Huell
said. “Hopefully we bring out a good crowd
when we come back here and play.” He adds
that “I like how coach L has set up for us to go
on the road a whole month to test our team,
see how we respond to it.”

*Huell is wearing a custom-made facemask in
practices after he was elbowed in the nose last
game.

He says it’s “pretty uncomfortable” and he be-
lieves he will not need to wear it in games.

Why wear it only in practice?

Because he says UM practices are “pretty ag-
gressive.”



This freshman is so good, Canes coach say if he were ‘6-6, he’d be Michael Jordan’

Miami Herald
Michelle Kaufman
Dec. 14,2017

Shakey Rodriguez, the Miami high school bas-
ketball coaching legend, vividly remembers
the first time Chris Lykes caught his attention.

[t was late December 2015, and Rodriguez was
in the Ronald Reagan High gym watching the
Jr. Orange Bowl Classic, a holiday tournament
that draws teams from out of state. Also in the
bleachers that day was University of Miami
coach Jim Larrafiaga.

“Coach L walks up to me during layup lines in
pregame and says, ‘Guess who I’'m here recruit-
ing?”” Rodriguez recalled. “So, | point to a 6-8
kid, and he says, ‘Nope.” | point to another tall
kid. He says, ‘Nope.” | point to six or seven guys.
He keeps shaking his head. Then | say, ‘Don’t
tell me it’s the little fella.” Coach L smiled, and
said, ‘Yup.

“One quarter into the game, | turned to Coach L
and said, ‘The little fella is pretty darned good.
He couldn’t have been taller than 5-6, but he
was the most dominant and impactful kid out
there.”

That little fella from Washington, D.C., is now
a freshman point guard for the undefeated
sixth-ranked Hurricanes (8-0) heading into
Saturday’s road game at George Washington
University, in Lykes” hometown.

And, he’s still little — generously listed at 5-7
and 160 pounds.

But what Lykes lacks in size he makes up for
in skill, speed, and heart, which is why his
suitors included Villanova, Georgetown, Notre
Dame, and Stanford. It is why during that high
school holiday tournament, Lykes’ Gonzaga
Prep team beat Coral Gables High 81-47, beat
Gulliver 91-65 and knocked off Miami High 82-
49 in the final.

“Chris Lykes has a dynamic game, meaning his
speed, quickness, and jumping ability,” Larra-
faga said. “If he were 6-5 or 6-6, he’d be Mi-
chael Jordan. That’s how dynamic he is.”

Before the season began, Larrafiaga told Miami
reporters that they were “in for a treat” with
Lykes. The freshman quickly proved his coach

right with his breakneck speed, shooting abil-
ity and energy. When he comes off the bench,
it’s impossible not to notice him, not only be-
cause he’s the smallest man on the court, but
because he makes such an impact on the pace
of the game. He is averaging 7 points and 1.6
assists per game.

“It doesn’t matter your height, what mat-
ters is the size of your heart in terms of what
you’re capable of doing with your talent,” Lar-
raflaga said. “With his talent, he needs to be
a nuisance on defense, and he needs to push
the tempo on offense. He needs to look for his
three-point shots, but also look to penetrate
and pitch. He’s very capable of doing that.”

Larrafiaga said he had “no reservations what-
soever” about taking a player Lykes” size. He
has always had a place in his heart for players
others consider undersized, which is why he
was so high on Shane Larkin and Angel Rodri-
guez, both of whom led the Canes to the Sweet
16.

“When you've played and coached college
basketball as long as | have, you have a lot of
experience of comparing players to other play-
ers; and the comparisons are never exact, but
there was a guard, Calvin Murphy, who was
5-9, that’s eight inches shorter than me, and
there’s no way | could guard the guy,” Larra-
fiaga said. “l had to coach against Earl Boykins
and Muggsy Bogues, and there was nothing
we could do to stop those guys. And in Muggsy
Bogues’ case, he’s 5-foot-3. Chris towers over
him.”

Ever since he was 8, Lykes has been hearing
he’s too short for basketball.

“Nobody’s told me directly to my face, but I've
heard people say, especially when | walk on
the court, | can hear it, guys joking, ‘What is
he, one of the trainers? Team manager?”” Lykes
said. “But | just try to show my game. | knew |
was going to be small my whole life. No reason
to complain about it, just make the best you
can of it. | wasn’t going to let anyone tell me
no. It just built a fire inside me, motivation. |
want to show you | can be on the court.”

Lykes set the Gonzaga Prep career scoring
record with 2,266 points. As a senior, he aver-
aged 17.6 points and 4.2 assists. He was named
All-Met Player of the Year, and ESPN rated him
the 12th-best point guard prospect in the na-

tion. He fell in love with the Hurricanes during
their 2012-13 Sweet 16 run, and paid special
note to how often they ran the pick and roll for
undersized guard Larkin.

“When Coach L was recruiting me, he told me
height really doesn’t matter. He doesn’t see it
as a disadvantage,” Lykes said. “He has proof
to back that up, with guards like Angel and
Shane Larkin. Those were really good guards
here, and the impact they made in his offense, |
saw that and thought | can do the same thing.”



Larranaga, Hurricanes taking highest-ever December ranking in stride
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The Hurricanes have opened the season with
eight consecutive wins — including an 86-81
victory over previously unbeaten Minnesota on
the road — and have jumped to their highest-
ever December ranking in the Associated Press
Top 25 at No 6.

But with conference play still looming and a
six-game road trip coming, Miami men’s bas-
ketball coach Jim Larrafiaga and his players
acknowledge it’s too early in the season to
determine the validity of that ranking. They all
see the Hurricanes’ potential but know the big-
gest tests will come over the course of the next
few weeks.

“We don’t come back to the Watsco Center
until like January 7. That’s a month away from
home. You find out a lot more about yourself on
the road, not just for one game like we played
in Minnesota, but [now] we’ve got George
Washington, then Hawaii on their home court,
then two neutral-site games. Then [we’re]
at Pittsburgh, at Georgia Tech. That’s a lot of
games in a short period of time all away from
home,” Larrafiaga responded Tuesday when
asked if he felt this was his most talented team
at Miami, where he’s coached since the 2011-
12 season. “We’re going to know a lot more
about ourselves around the middle of January.
... | think we play Clemson on [January] 13 and
Duke on the 15. If that’s the case, ask me this
question on January 16.”

Added freshman Chris Lykes: “It’s going to be
intense. Every play matters and we have to
make sure we’re giving 100 percent. After that,
whatever happens, we’ll be OK with the results
as long as we’re giving 100 percent. ... We're
going to have to stay focused, [play with]
poise down the stretch.”

Although the Hurricanes have posted some
impressive numbers in those eight wins — Mi-
amiis ranked second in the nation in both scor-
ing defense (57.1) and field-goal percentage
defense (35.3) — Larrafiaga says he wants to
continue seeing improvement on the defensive
end, particularly because some of the Hurri-
canes’ lapses through their first eight games
have come in situations he believes he and his
staff have prepared Miami to handle.

“| love the numbers, but | always study video.
And if you do something correctly seven times
and you do it poorly three times, you're not
50 much focused on the seven times you did
it correctly, you're focused on the three things
and asking yourself why didn’t we do it cor-
rectly every time,” he said. “We showed the
players video [Monday] of defensive break-
downs when we did not do what we planned
on doing, things that if they weren’t capable
of doing it every time you'd say, ‘That’s just a
tough play,” but these are things we could do
every single time down the floor if the guys are
focused and playing correctly.”

Here, a few more updates from Larrafiaga as
the Hurricanes prepare to take on George
Washington on Saturday...

On the status of Bruce Brown, who has been
sidelined with a hand injury and is expected
back in the lineup by month’s end:

“Bruce wants to practice and play. He doesn’t
want to be injured. He doesn’t want to be sit-
ting out. He asked if he could play [Monday] in
practice. We’ve told him it’s up to our trainers
and doctors to make that decision and he’ll get
the green light when they say so.”

On whether Brown’s absence has helped
some of the younger players, including
freshman Lonnie Walker IV, who had 26
points against Boston University after start-
ing in place of Brown:

“| think any time someone’s role changes, in
Lonnie’s case, he moved from coming in off the
bench to being the starter and he played re-
ally well, that helps his confidence. And also, it
earns him a lot of respect from his teammates
and coaches. You score 26 points in a college
basketball game, that’s saying a lot. There are
a lot of guys that go through their entire career
and will never score 26 points in a game.”

On the progress of freshman Chris Lykes:

“Is he everything | told you? ... Chris Lykes has
a dynamic game, meaning his speed, quick-
ness, jumping ability, if he were 6-5 or 6-6,
he’d be Michael Jordan. That’s how dynamic he
is. But he can impact the game. And it doesn’t
really matter the size of your height. It’s the
size of your heart in terms of what you’re ca-
pable of doing with your talent. With his talent,
he needs to be a nuisance on defense and he

needs to push the tempo on offense. He needs
to look for his 3-point shots, but he also needs
to look to penetrate and pitch. And he’s capa-
ble of doing all those things.”

On scheduling games in Reading, Pennsylva-
nia and Washington, DC, the hometowns of
Walker and Lykes:

“In the recruiting process, you're trying to con-
nect with a young man and his family in some
way. Normally, the connections are very, very
simple stuff - like us bringing the team to
Reading, Pennsylvania. To others, that might
be a big deal, but to us, it’s just kind of business
as normal. And we did that for Rion Brown, we
took our team to Savannah, to play in front of
his hometown, friends and family. We played
in New York. Kamari Murphy and Rodney Miller
are from New York. We’re going to be playing
in Boston against Boston College, so Bruce
[Brown] will get a chance to play back home.
So for Chris and Lonnie, it’s just a statement to
them and to their families that coming to the
University of Miami, we’re going to do every-
thing possible to make you enjoy your career
and keep your family very seriously involved.”

On LiAngelo and LaMelo Ball bypassing col-
lege basketball to start professional careers
in Lithuania:

“| think they’ll be back before the end of the
year. I've had players who have played in
Lithuania. It’s a phenomenal league, not the
league they’re playing in, [but] the highest
level is incredible basketball and some of the
best players in the world. The league they’re
playing in is several steps below and yet still,
knowing what coaching is like in those coun-
tries, it’ll be a dramatic difference from what
those young men are used to. The lifestyle will
be so different from what they’re used to. My
only hopes and thoughts would be, their dad
needs to go with them. | don’t know if he will,
but you can’t send them over and have them
live by themselves. It just would not be healthy
for them.” The Hurricanes have opened the
season with eight consecutive wins — includ-
ing an 86-81 victory over previously unbeaten
Minnesota on the road — and have jumped to
their highest-ever December ranking in the As-
sociated Press Top 25 at No 6.

But with conference play still looming and a
six-game road trip coming, Miami men’s bas-
ketball coach Jim Larrafiaga and his players
acknowledge it’s too early in the season to



PF Huell Embracing Coaching, Aiming for Improvements
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CORAL GABLES, Fla. - Miami’s leading scorer
Dewan Huell was not rebounding at a high lev-
el in Miami’s last game against Boston Univer-
sity and was benched to start the second half.

“I didn’t think Dewan was rebounding like he’s
capable of rebounding,” head coach Jim Lar-
ranaga said. “He didn’t finish a couple of plays
that | think he should have finished. You’re kind
of always as a coach trying to reinforce mes-
sages. You tell a kid something, he doesn’t do
it, eventually you've got to wake him up a little
bit and say, ‘Hey we’ve got other guys if you're
not going to rebound. We’'ll put someone else
in who hopefully will.”

Huell took the decision in stride.

“| knew from the time that when | missed
that rebound and | wasn’t going to start (the
second half),” Huell said. “I know the type of
coach, Coach L is and | deserved that. | never
shouldn’t have been ball-watching. I'm one
of the leaders on the team and | can’t let that
happen.”

Huell had one point and three rebounds at the
break as Miami was out-rebounded 19-15 with
the score tied at 30.

Ebuka Izundu took his place to start the sec-
ond half before Huell finished the game with
a season-low six points and six rebounds in 20
minutes with Miami pulling away for a 69-54
win improving the 6th-ranked Hurricanes’ re-
cord to 8-0.

Despite his performance against Boston U, Lar-
ranaga said, “Dewan’s still playing really well.”

It was not the first time a starter has been
benched to start the second half this season
by Larranaga. It was actually the third time as
Bruce Brown and Dejan Vasiljevic have also be-
gun the second half on the bench.

Huell began the season averaging 7.2 rebounds
in the first five games, but has averaged just
3.0 over the last three dropping his season av-
erage down to 5.6, which is third on the team.

“Slowly I'm falling off right now, but I'm watch-

ing a lot of film and working on positioning to
get my rebounds back up,” Huell said.

Huell leads the team in scoring at 13.1 points per
game and is shooting 65.2 percent from the
field, which is tied for 18th nationally among
qualifiers, and second in the ACC only behind
Clemson’s Donte Grantham at 66.7.

Huell and the Hurricanes have not played
since the Dec. 5 game against Boston U and
have been utilizing a 10-day break in between
games to work on improving in various areas.

“Our goal every practice is to go over our mis-
takes from previous games and not repeat the
same mistakes when the games come,” Huell
said. “We’re watching the ball too much. We’re
ball-watching and giving up too many offen-
sive rebounds and we know that can kill us giv-
ing a team so many possessions in a game.”

The Hurricanes are 8-0 and are ranked sixth,
but still have improvements to make.

“We’re not even close yet (to our ceiling), to
be honest,” Huell said. “The things | think we’re
capable of doing, we haven’t been showing
yet.”

Miami returns to action Saturday (12 p.m., CBS
Sports Network) at George Washington to be-
gin a stretch of six games away from home.

“| like the idea that Coach L set-up to go on the
road for a whole month just to test our team, to
see how we respond to |,” Huell said. “(I want
to see) us getting better as a team because be-
ing ranked sixth is a lot of pressure. We’ve got
to go out there and show them we should be
ranked No. 6.”

Miami’s next home game is Jan. 7 against No.
19 Florida State, which knocked off Miami in
both meetings last season.

“When we come back here we’ve got our ri-
valry game against Florida State and we kind
of owe them from last year,” Huell said. “Hope-
fully we bring out a good crowd when we come
back in here and play.”



With hard work, Huell’s offensive game big boost for undefeated UM
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Dewan Huell estimates he spent six hours a day
this off-season working on his offensive game.

Think it’s paid off?

Huell went from averaging 5.8 points per game
a year ago (with 15 starts) to 13.1 for this 8-0
Cane team ranked No. 6 in the nation.

And his field goals made percentage is now
65.2 compared to 53.1 his freshman year.

The former five-star McDonald’s All-American
is really starting to round out his game, help-
ing Miami achieve its best ranking since No. 5
in 2013.

But Huell says players aren’t satisfied.

“Being ranked No. 6 is a lot of pressure - we
have to go out and show them we (deserve
it),” Huell said. “So it’s a lot of pressure on us
now.”

The scariest part about it, at least for oppo-
nents? Huell says the Canes have a much high-
er ceiling than what they’ve showed.

“We’re not even close yet, to be honest,”
Huell said. “The things we’re capable of doing
haven’t been shown yet.”

Huell says he ... and the team ... is working hard
to continue improving.

“Our goal is every practice to go over mistakes
from previous games and not repeat the same
mistakes,” he said. “We’re watching the ball
too much, are ball watching, giving up too
many offensive rebound and we know that can
kill us.”

“Ball watching,” as he calls it, caused him to
start the second half on the bench last game.

“I knew from the time | missed that rebound
that | wasn’t going to start - | know the type
of coach that coach L (Jim Larranaga) is, and
| deserved that, | never should have been ball
watching,” Huell said. “I'm one of the leaders
on the team, and | can’t let that happen.”

*Huell says a personal focus moving forward is
to rebound better - he currently averages 5.6
rebounds per game.

*The team is on the road until Jan. 7, when FSU
comes to town.

“We kind of owe them from last year,” Huell
said. “Hopefully we bring out a good crowd
when we come back here and play.” He adds
that “I like how coach L has set up for us to go
on the road a whole month to test our team,
see how we respond to it.”

*Huell is wearing a custom-made facemask in
practices after he was elbowed in the nose last
game.

He says it’s “pretty uncomfortable” and he be-
lieves he will not need to wear it in games.

Why wear it only in practice?

Because he says UM practices are “pretty ag-
gressive.”



No dunks needed: Diminutive Lykes helping hoops fly high
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Pretty much every practice diminutive fresh-
man point guard Chris Lykes throws down a
dunk.

In a game?
Not so much.
He just takes the easy two-point layup.

“A dunk gets the same number of points - |
don’t care if he ever dunks,” coach Jim Lar-
ranaga says.

But it goes to the point that Lykes can do pretty
much anything on the basketball court regard-
less of his listed 5-foot-7 height.

“Chris has a dynamic game, meaning his
speed, quickness, jumping ability,” Larranaga
said. “If he were 6-5 or 6-6 he’d be Michael
Jordan, that’s how dynamic he is.

“He can impact the game, and it doesn’t really
matter the size of your height. It’s really the
size of your heart in terms of what you're ca-
pable of doing with your talent. With his talent
he needs to be a nuisance on defense and push
the tempo on offense.”

Lykes, a freshman, has been a sparkplug off the
bench for undefeated and sixth-ranked UM.
He’s averaging 7.1 points (13 of 30 three-point-
ers) and 1.6 assists in 16.6 minutes per game.

“| think we’re a very good team,” Lykes said.
“We’re a really good defensive team and when
we push the tempo we’re hard to stop because
we have a lot of guys that can score, a lot of
guys that can make plays. Once we gel togeth-
er we'll be a really good team.”

For his part, Lykes has displayed a knack for
getting off shots against bigger opponents,
and he’s shown that to teammates on a regular
basis.

“The other day he hit a deep trey in my face (in
practice),” big man Dewan Huell said. “Then he
talked smack, then smacked me on the back.”

Lykes’ next chance to make smack a team?

Back home against George Washington Uni-
versity on Saturday. Lykes said he’s secured 10
tickets for family members for the game.

“It'll be a good time,” he said. “I'll get out there
with my guys in front of a lot of people | played
in high school (with), a lot of people who will
come support me. Basically trying to get the
win. It’s another game, but it’s always good to
play in front of your hometown fans, in front of
your family.

“I'll be a whiteout for them. They’re going to
be amped up to play because we’re a ranked
team.”

On Saturday Lykes will again go up against
taller opponents.

Lykes is used to opponents looking down on
him, literally and sometimes figuratively.

But size has never slowed him down, and he’s
proving that he’s going to be tough to stop on
this Hurricanes’ team.

“I had a guard, Calvin Murphy, who was 5-9 -
that’s eight inches shorter than me, and there’s
no way | can guard the guy,” Larranaga said. “|
had to coach against Earl Boykins and Muggsy
Bogues. There was nothing we could do to stop
those guys from doing what they do. And in
Bogues’ case he’s 5-3, Chris towers over him.

“Height is really not that big a factor.”
Teammates agree.

Huell remembers the first time he saw Lykes
play - it was in a high school game, and Huell
didn’t realize at first that it was Lykes playing
point guard.

“When they said "That’s Chris Lykes, | said
“Oh my God, that’s a nice little guy right
there,” Huell said. “He’s a pretty hard guy to
guard. Chris is quick, and if you fall back he can
just launch a shot and it’s going in. He creates
separation a lot of the time and gets his shots
off.”

So does Huell think fans will get to see Lykes
dunk in a game?

“He does it all the time (in practice),” Huell said.
“But I think he’s mostly worried about getting
two points instead of missing the dunk.”

* On defense Lykes prides himself on taking
charges.

“I've been doing that since high school - | feel
the refs might give me the call just because
of my size,” Lykes said. “But it’s all about get-
ting in front, jumping the move they’re go-
ing to make and just sacrificing your body on
the court. I've been doing that since middle
school.”

* Lykes said a factor in his recruitment last year
was that Larranaga coached a couple of other
smaller point guards at UM in Angel Rodriguez
and Shane Larkin.

“When he recruited me he was telling me that
height really doesn’t matter, he doesn’t see it
as a disadvantage,” Lykes said. “Just the fact
that he has proof to back that up, guys like An-
gel and Shane - those were really good guards
here. And the impact they made in his offense,
[ really saw that | can do the same thing.”



Brown Eager to Return to the Court for No. 6 Miami
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CORAL GABLES, Fla. -- Sophomore guard
Bruce Brown is hoping to return to the court in
the near future.

Brown has been out since the Dec. 2 game with
a finger injury on his left hand with a timetable
of being out two to four weeks. However, he
is hoping to return sooner with Miami’s next
game at George Washington on Saturday (12
p.m., CBS Sports Network).

“Bruce wants to practice and play,” head coach
Jim Larranaga said before Tuesday’s practice.
“He doesn’t want to be injured. He doesn’t
want to be sitting out. He asked if he could play
yesterday in practice. We’ve told him it’s up to
our trainers and our doctors to make that de-
cision and he’ll get the green light when they
say so0.”

Brown, who is averaging 11.7 points, 8.6 re-
bounds, and 5.0 assists, has missed one game,
a 69-54 win over Boston University on Dec. 5,
and freshman Lonnie Walker filled in admira-
bly in the starting lineup with a season-high 26
points on his way to earning ACC Rookie of the
Week honors.

“l think any time someone’s role changes so in
Lonnie’s case he moved from coming in off the
bench to being a starter and played really, re-
ally well, that helps his confidence and also it
earns a lot of respect from his teammates and
coaches. You score 26 points in college basket-
ball game, that’s saying a lot. There’s a lot of
guys who go through their entire career who
will never score 26 points in a game.”

With Brown’s initial timetable, he was slated
to miss the game against George Washington
with hopes of being ready for Miami’s next
game on Dec. 23 at Hawaii to begin the Dia-
mond Head Classic in Honolulu.



Miami Hurricanes guard Lonnie Walker IV earns ACC Rookie of the Week honor

Sun Sentinel
Christy Cabrera Chirinos
Dec. 11, 2017

Lonnie Walker IV had a career night in the Hur-
ricanes’ lone game last week and on Monday,
the freshman earned recognition for his perfor-
mance against Boston University.

Walker, who had a career-high 26 points and
a career-high seven rebounds in his first start
— a 69-54 win over the Terriers on Dec. 5 —
was voted the ACC Rookie of the Week. It’s the
first time in his young Hurricanes career he has
earned one of the conference honors.

The freshman, who started in place of injured
sophomore Bruce Brown Jr., played a season-
best 28 minutes and was 9-of-15 from the field,
including 5-of-7 from 3-point range, in the win.

He scored 18 of 26 points in the second half and
connected on four 3-pointers in the span of
four minutes to help give Miami some breath-
ing room in what had been a close game most
of the night.

“He was certainly in the attack mode from
the very beginning,” Hurricanes coach Jim
Larrafiaga said of Walker after the win. “Hon-
estly, he just looked like Lonnie Walker to me.
| mean, he scored 26 points and played great,
but I've seen him play great a lot. This is just
the beginning.”

Walker and the rest of the Hurricanes are off
until Saturday when they travel to take on
George Washington at noon. They’ll then travel
to Honolulu where they will open play in the
Diamond Head Classic against Hawaii on Dec.
22.



Larranaga talks team’s early success, updates Brown’s status

CaneSport.com
Staff
Dec. 11, 2017

The Hurricane basketball team’s No. 6 A.P.
ranking is its highest since the team was No.
5in 2013. The team’s also ranked No. 8 in the
Coaches Poll.

Coach Jim Larranaga isn’t too wrapped up in
the rankings, as you might expect.

His focus? Making this a more cohesive team.

He says a sign of just where this team’s play
stands won’t really come until big tests in Jan-
uary along with the upcoming road games.

“Ask me Jan. 16 (after games against Clemson
and Duke),” Larranaga said. “We haven’t faced
the level of competition we’re going to face.”

Of the team’s current status, Larranaga said,
“We need to improve dramatically at the defen-
sive end of the floor and we need to develop a
far greater appreciation for each other’s talents
at the offensive end of the floor, meaning guys
need to really play good together. They have
to find the right guy at the right time within
our offensive schemes. And we’re working on
it but we certainly have a lot of work to do.”

Still it’s so far, so good for a team that’s steam-
rolled its way to an 8-0 start that has UM one of
seven undefeated teams in the nation.

Miami’s enjoyed a balanced attack with four
players averaging in double figures - Dewan
Huell (13.1 PPG, 5.6 RPG), DJ Vasiljevic (11.8
PPG, 21 of 50 three-pointers made), Bruce
Brown (1.7 PPG, 8.6 RPG, 5.0 APG) and
Ja’Quan Newton (10.4 PPG, 3.0 APG).

Lonnie Walker starred in the last win vs. Bos-
ton University, earning ACC Rookie of the Week
honors with 26 points (five of seven threes).
Overall he averages 9.9 points.

Walker came through with Bruce Brown out
injured.

“Anytime someone’s role changes - in Lonnie’s
case he moved from coming in off the bench to
being a starter (with Brown out) - and played
really well,” Larranaga said. “That helps his
confidence. And also it earns him a lot of re-

spect from his teammates and coaches.”

“Bruce wants to practice and play,” Larranaga
said. “He doesn’t want to be injured, doesn’t
want to be sitting out, asked if he could play
yesterday in practice. We told him it’s up to
our trainers and doctors to make that decision.
He’ll get that green light when they say so.”

The Canes are winning behind a defense that’s
limiting opponents to 35.3 percent shooting
and 57.1 points per game - each statistical area
ranks second in the nation.

Larranaga says while he likes the statistics, that
the team still has plenty of room to improve on
that side of the ball.

“We showed the players video yesterday of de-
fensive breakdowns when we did not do what
we planned on doing,” Larranaga said. “These
are things we could do every single time down
the floor if the guys are focused and playing
correctly.”

The team’s next challenge: Saturday at noon at
5-5 George Washington University.

“They’re very, very good at home,” Larranaga
said. “And there should be a great crowd
cheering them on. Second they’re older guys.
They have Yuta Watanabe (15.1 PPG, 6.9 re-
bounds, 2.3 Bruce Brown added 17 points, in-
cluding four 3-pointers, eight rebounds, and
three assists, and Lonnie Walker chipped in 12
points for Miami (7-0).

Miami shot 50.0 percent (30 of 60) from the
floor while Princeton shot 31.1 percent (19 of
o1).

Princeton (2-5) led 16-14 midway through the
first half before Miami turned up the pressure
to close out the half on a 24-4 run to take a
38-20 lead into the break.

Brown helped ignite the run with 11 points,
three 3s, during a 13-2 spurt before halftime.

The second half was all Miami, which built a
31-point lead at one point.

Vasiljevic scored 14 in the second half making
all five of his shots including four from behind
the arc.

Dewan Huell, coming off a career-high 23

points in a win at Minnesota, was held score-
less in the first half battling foul trouble, but
finished with nine points.

Princeton was led by Amir Bell’s 13 points.

Miami returns to the court Tuesday (7 p.m.,
RSN) against Boston University for their only
home game of the month. blocks) who is a 6-9
player but last year he guarded Ja’Quan New-
ton because he’s such a versatile defender.
People have said he’s one of the top 10 de-
fenders in the country. They have a 4-5 man
combination that are capable of scoring inside
and outside, especially Arnaldo Toro (9.8 PPG,
6.4 RPG) who is 6-8, 240, can shoot threes,
post up, handles the ball very well for them.
And (Patrick) Steeves is like a strict four man
who can pass and handle, has a lot of skill. So
they’re somewhat similar to some of the teams
we’ve seen, just better.”

* UM’s next six games are away from home, in-
cluding a trip to the Hawaiian Airlines Diamond
Head Classic in Honolulu from Dec. 22-25. The
Canes’ next home contest is Jan. 7 against No.
19 Florida State.



Freshman SG Walker Looking to Build on Breakout Game

Inside TheU
Christopher Stock
Dec. 11, 2017

CORAL GABLES, Fla. - Lonnie Walker broke out
with a 26-point performance against Boston
University in his first start after coming off the
bench the first seven games for the 6th-ranked
Miami Hurricanes.

“This is just the beginning,” head coach Jim
Larranaga said.

Walker made 9 of 15 shots from the floor in-
cluding 5 of 7 from 3 on his way to earning ACC
Rookie of the Week honors.

“It was a bit of a groove, confidence exploded
up to 100 percent,” Walker said. “Any kind of
shot | took | felt it was going to go in. The rim
got huge, the ball got smaller so everything
was kind of going my way.”

Walker’s 3-point shooting helped lift Miami to
a 69-54 win hitting four 3-pointers in a 3-min-
ute, 43-second span in the second half to build
a 17-point lead after the game was tied at the
break.

“He’s going into the game shooting under 30
from 3 and I’'m watching him warm-up before
the game and he’s banging shots, and I'm go-
ing, ‘Oh my God. If he starts making some of
these shots it’s going to be tough,” Boston U
head coach Joe Jones said. “And then you get
up on him and he can just go right by you. He
made three or four shots that we can’t defend
that. Hand up in his face, deep shots, if he’s
making those types of shots, it’s going to be
tough. We were trying to pack it in a little bit
and keep him out of the lane, try to make them
shoot over us, but his ability to make 3s made
us extend more and then they started getting
other things because we had to extend. He’s
just a tough guy to match up against because
he’s a big, strong kid and (in the game) he
made 3s from deep. He’s 5 for 7 from 3. If we
went into the game and you told me he was 5
for 7 from 3, we’re not winning the game—/’ll
tell you that right now.

“| thought he was the difference. Other guys
could have done other things, but he was the
difference.”

Walker earned the start with Bruce Brown out

with a finger injury and Walker took advantage
of the opportunity.

“It was definitely one of the main reasons that
Bruce was out, but day in and day out the
coaches always tell me to be aggressive, stay
aggressive,” Walker said. “As the season starts
to unravel, I'm starting to get more comfort-
able in my own skin with the team. Against
Princeton | was a little bit more aggressive and
| wanted to stay consistent on my game and
focus on myself.”

Brown is also expected to miss Miami’s next
game at George Washington on Saturday (12
p.m., CBS Sports Network) giving Walker an-
other start to build on his performance while
Larranaga looks to make adjustments to the
offense to benefit Walker, who is fifth on
the team in scoring averaging 9.9 points on
47.5-percent shooting on the season.

“We've got to do some tweaking to our of-
fense, he’s a little bit different than Bruce,”
Larranaga said. “We ran a couple of plays for
him and | was very pleased with how he made
decisions. The first one was an assist to Antho-
ny Lawrence for a 3 and it was the only basket
Amp scored all night so that was good some-
one else found him. Amp has been getting a
lot of assists—he had six assists, but we need
some guys to throw the ball back to him when
he’s open.”

Walker, who entered the game against Boston
U averaging 7.6 points a game, but showed
signs of a potential breakout game with a
12-point performance against Princeton in the
previous game, which had been his season-
high.

“What | took from the Princeton game was
to be decisive on what | do,” Walker said. “If
| want to shoot it, shoot the ball. If | want to
pass it, pass the ball. Don’t second guess and
shoot it or pass the ball—that’s how you get
turnovers or miss your shot. Sometimes Quan
(Ja’Quan Newton) when he passes me the ball
and | don’t shoot, he reminds you to shoot the
ball or DJ (Dejan Vasiljevic) if | pass the ball
and | don’t shoot it, he reminds me that I've
got to shoot the ball. It’s all about being an of-
fensive threat and being decisive, and be the
best player that | can be.”

Larranaga also saw a positive sign from Walker
against Princeton.

“In the Princeton game | saw his aggressive-
ness,” Larranaga said. “He really was on the
attack so given the opportunity to play in a
starting role and play 28 minutes—that’s only
seven or eight minutes more than he normally
plays, but he certainly was in the attack mode
right from the very beginning.”

Although Walker has played well the last two
games, his freshman season got off to a slow
start, including a five-point game against La
Salle in his hometown game in Reading, Pa.

“It's been an interesting few games,” Walker
said. “Some games | didn’t expect me to play
a certain way, but it’s all about my confident
and how | approach the game. | stayed com-
petitive, stayed focus, and also having a team-
mate like DJ, who consistently tells me to stay
aggressive and to stay focused. I'm just getting
more comfortable as the season unravels.”

Miami has started the season 8-0 and is look-
ing to continue to build on its success.

“It’s all about just staying humble,” Walker
said. “It’s a nice record, but you don’t want to
lose that record against a certain team so as
the season keeps on stepping forward we’ve
got to treat every team like they’re No. 1in the
country. We can’t overlook them. We can’t un-
derlook them. We just have to play our game
and stay humble.”



Miami Hurricanes Basketball Move Up to No. 6 in AP Poll

Inside TheU
Christopher Stock
Dec. 11, 2017

The Miami Hurricanes moved up four spots to
No. 6 in the latest AP Poll.

Miami (8-0) won its only game last week beat-
ing Boston U 69-54 to move up to four spots
in polls despite playing the softest schedule
among all of the top 25 teams and one of the
weakest in the country at 323rd out of 351
teams.

It is the highest Miami has been ranked since
being No. 5 in the going into the 2013 NCAA
Tournament.

Miami only plays one game this week at
George Washington on Saturday (12 p.m., CBS
Sports Network).

Miami is one of six ACC schools in the top 25
along with No. 4 Duke (11-1), No. 7 North Car-
olina (9-1), No. 16 Virginia (8-1), No. 18 Notre
Dame (8-2), and No. 19 Florida State (9-0).



No. 10 Miami to Take Advantage of Time Off in Between Games

Inside TheU
Christopher Stock
Dec. 7, 2017

CORAL GABLES, Fla. - The 10th-ranked Miami
Hurricanes have started the season with an
8-0 record and will have 10 days in between
games, the longest break of the season.

The team was given the day off on Wednesday
following a 69-54 win over Boston University
the previous night and are focusing on indi-
vidual work during practices on Thursday and
Friday.

On Monday, the team will begin preparations
to play at George Wash