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Our football team’s spring semester and 
cumulative GPAs set a team record. Nine of 
our programs were recognized for perfect 
single-year scores of 1,000 in the latest 
NCAA Academic Progress Report. And 
five programs -- men’s and women’s cross 
country, golf, and men’s and women’s tennis 
teams -- earned Public Recognition Awards 
for teams finishing in the top 10 percent of 
their respective sports based on the most 
recent multi-year APR. Our student-athletes 
continue to excel in the classroom, and our dedicated coaches and 
academic staff members work tirelessly to help them achieve these 
results.

Our mission to give back to the community that so strongly supports us 
continues to grow. UM student-athletes placed fourth nationally in the 
NCAA Team Works Helper Helper Community Service Competition, 
our third consecutive Top 10 finish. Our rowing, soccer and men’s track 
& field/cross country teams each finished second in their respective 
competitions, while our football team finished third.

On the fundraising front, despite a challenging climate, our Hurricane 
Club donors continue to step up in support of our student-athletes. 
Through your generosity, the Hurricane Club raised close to $11 million 
in 2019-2020, including $1.5 million in commitments to support our 
endowed scholarship fund, 10 new Golden Canes Society Members 
and three seven-figure gifts -- one being the largest gift in UM baseball 
history from a former student-athlete. In addition, we received major-gift 
commitments to our baseball program from MLB standouts Ryan 
Braun, Yonder Alonso, and Manny Machado. We are also excited to 
announce the opening of our new state-of-the art Jimmy and Kim Klotz 
Baseball Player Development Center. 

This past February we held our Sixth Annual Celebration of Women’s 
Athletics in the Carol Soffer Indoor Practice Facility, raising a record 
$650,000 with a record attendance of more than 550. Your financial 
support helps provide our student-athletes with the opportunity to 
achieve their academic and athletic goals at the highest levels in a 
world-class environment. 

Thank you to everyone who has invested in our athletic department 
over the past year. Your generosity has helped our student-athletes 
meet the present challenges with renewed determination and continue 
to succeed in the classroom, in competition -- and in life.

Go Canes!

Blake James

A LETTER FROM THE ATHLETICS DIRECTOR
Whether it’s succeeding on the field of play, excelling in the classroom, 
reaching out to serve our community or standing up for equality, we 
continue to Build Champions at The U.

The Hurricanes just wrapped up another remarkable – and in many 
ways unprecedented -- school year in 2019-20. Our accomplishments 
are a tribute to the hard work and dedication of our student-athletes, 
coaches and staff, as well as the continued support we receive from 
donors, alumni and fans to make it all possible. 

Obviously, our spring sports seasons were cut short on March 12 due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. While it proved to be a challenging stretch 
for our athletic department, I was continually inspired by the commit-
ment and dedication of our student-athletes, coaches and staff, who 
worked together to ensure that we stayed connected to each other and 
to our loyal Canes supporters around the world.

I was also heartened by the way our U Family came together to support 
Black Lives Matter. Our student-athletes have used their platform to 
generate awareness, spark discussion and enact meaningful change 
that we can all be proud of as we continue to work together. 

This past year marked another year of outstanding performances by 
Hurricanes student-athletes both on and off the field. Defensive end 
Gregory Rousseau had a phenomenal season, earning ACC Defensive 
Rookie of the Year honors. Beatrice Mompremier earned honorable 
mention All-America honors and was selected in the second round of 
the WBNA Draft. David Dinsmore captured the ACC platform diving title 
and Randy Ableman was named ACC Men’s Diving Coach of the Year 
for the fourth time in six years. Debbie Ajagbe won the ACC Indoor 
shot put and weight throw titles and was named ACC Indoor Track 
Scholar-Athlete of the Year. Our baseball team, ranked seventh in the 
country when the season was shuttered, had three players – pitchers 
Slade Cecconi and Chris McMahon and shortstop Freddy Zamora – se-
lected in the first two rounds of the Major League Baseball Draft.

The NCAA awarded track and field standout Brittny Ellis a $10,000 
NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship for both her academic and athletic 
achievements. Estela Perez-Somarriba, the defending NCAA women’s 
singles champion, continued to rack up honors, earning the ITA South-
east Region’s Arthur Ashe Leadership & Sportsmanship Award as well 
as its Senior Player of the Year accolade. Renate Grimstad won the 
2020 Dinah Shore Trophy, cementing her status as one of the top col-
legiate female golfers who has made an impact both on the golf course 
through her leadership and on society through charitable endeavors.  

Despite the pivot to online classes in the spring our student-athletes 
posted remarkable academic numbers. We placed a school-record 237 
student-athletes on the ACC Honor Roll. Every team posted at least a 
3.0 grade point average in the spring semester. 
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MISSION STATEMENT

INTEGRITY • EXCELLENCE • PASSION • RESPECT • FAMILY

OUR MISSION
The University of Miami’s Department of Intercollegiate 
Athletics is dedicated to developing and supporting its stu-
dent-athletes in their efforts to achieve personal, academic 
and athletic excellence, resulting in the highest standards 
of achievement. Through its programs, the department will 
provide a foundation which prepares student-athletes for 
future success.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are committed to:
• Providing a culture of well-being for student-athletes and 
staff.
• Complying with the rules and policies of the NCAA, ACC and 
the University of Miami.
• Conducting ourselves as representatives of the University, 
its Board of Trustees, administration, faculty, students, staff, 
alumni and friends with integrity, class and distinction. 
• Supporting the mission of the University of Miami.
• Fiscal integrity.
• Providing the opportunity and resources for student-athletes 
to achieve excellence through growth and development aca-
demically and athletically. 
• Developing student-athletes into leaders in their fields and 
communities.
• Providing equitable opportunities regardless of race, color, 
religion, gender, sexual orientation, age, national origin, dis-
ability or veteran status.

CORE VALUES
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THANK YOU!
The University of Miami Department of Athletics would like to thank our fans and donors who support our mission, 

allowing our student-athletes to achieve success in the classroom and athletics. GO CANES!
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UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI HEAD COACHES

RANDY ABLEMAN
DIVING

SARAH BARNES
SOCCER

AMY DEEM
XC/TRACK & 

FIELD

GINO DiMARE
BASEBALL

ANDY KERSHAW
SWIMMING

JIM LARRAÑAGA
MEN’S 

BASKETBALL

KATIE MEIER
WOMEN’S 

BASKETBALL

ALJOSA PIRIC
MEN’S TENNIS

JOSE GANDARA
VOLLEYBALL

MANNY DIAZ 
FOOTBALL

PATTI RIZZO
WOMEN’S GOLF

DAVE SANDERSON
ROWING

PAIGE 
YAROSHUK-TEWS
WOMEN’S TENNIS
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• Despite playing the entire season with nine or fewer available scholarship 
players—including as few as six in one game—and, per ESPN, boasting a 
top-20 strength of schedule, the Hurricanes finished 15-16 (7-13 ACC) and 
earned a bye through the first round of the ACC Tournament.
• Head coach Jim Larrañaga earned the 
650th win of his illustrious career on Dec. 
2 when Miami earned an 81-79 victory at 
Illinois, an eventual top-25 team, in the 
Big Ten/ACC Challenge, making him the 
39th coach all-time with Division I  
experience to reach that milestone.
• Miami went 3-1 in overtime games, in-
cluding a 102-95 road triumph on Feb. 19 
at Virginia Tech in the first triple-overtime 
affair in program history, as Isaiah Wong 
finished with 27 points and 12 rebounds, 
Keith Stone tied Miami’s single-game 
ACC rebounding record with 18 and the 
Hurricanes eclipsed 100 points in an ACC 
game for the first time
• DJ Vasiljevic concluded his career with the second-most made 3-pointers 
in program history (272) and joined Chris Lykes, who finished No. 10 in the 
ACC in scoring (15.4) and posted 20-plus points six times in 2019-20, in 
surpassing 1,000 career points during the 2019-20 campaign.
• Miami guards Harlond Beverly and Isaiah Wong combined for four 
20-point games, the highest combined total by Hurricane true freshmen 
since 2000-01, with Wong’s 27 at Virginia Tech ranking as the ninth-most 
by a Miami true freshman since the program rebirth.

• Miami proved to be one of the top teams in the country during a short-
ened 2020 season. The Canes went 12-4 and finished the season ranked 
as high as No. 5 by Baseball America and in the top 15 of all six major 
polls. 
• The Hurricanes began the 2020 season 
as a consensus top-10 team, ranked 
as high as No. 3 by D1 Baseball and 
climbed to No. 1 in that poll after an 
opening weekend sweep of Rutgers. 
Miami entered the 2020 season with 
multiple top-5 preseason rankings for the 
first time since 2007.
• A preseason pick to win the ACC Coastal, Miami went 3-0 in conference 
play before the COVID-19 pandemic ended the season prematurely. The 
Hurricanes swept Coastal foe Pittsburgh and were the only undefeated 
team in the ACC Coastal division.
• The 2020 Hurricanes featured a pair of All-Americans, as standout 
right-handed pitchers Brian Van Belle and Chris McMahon were both 
selected to Collegiate Baseball’s All-America Second Team.
• After the season, three Hurricanes were selected in the MLB First-Year 
Player Draft. Sophomore right-hander Slade Cecconi was taken with the 
33rd overall pick by the Arizona Diamondbacks, becoming the 29th Hurri-
cane to be selected in the first round of an MLB Draft. McMahon, a junior 
right-hander, went in the second round to the Colorado Rockies and junior 
shortstop Freddy Zamora was taken in the second round by the Milwaukee 
Brewers. 
• With three players drafted, Miami tied with Mississippi State and Texas 
A&M with the most selections among the top 60 picks in the 2020 MLB 
Draft. Van Belle and fellow right-hander Tyler Keysor signed free agent 
contracts following the shortened five-round MLB Draft, joining the Red 
Sox and Reds organizations, respectively.

BASEBALL MEN’S BASKETBALL

2020 HONORS
Collegiate Baseball  
Newspaper All-America
Chris McMahon, 2nd Team
Brian Van Belle, 2nd Team

2019-20 HONORS
All-ACC
Chris Lykes, Honorable 
Mention
 
ACC All-Academic
Rodney Miller, Jr. 
DJ Vasiljevic 
 
ACC Postgraduate 
Scholarship Recipient
DJ Vasiljevic

Senior CLASS Award 
Candidate 
DJ Vasiljevic



8 2019-20 ANNUAL REPORT @MIAMIHURRICANES  |  MIAMIHURRICANES.COM

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL CROSS COUNTRY

• In its first season under the direction of coach Cody Halsey, the cross 
country team featured seven individuals (six men, one woman) at the 
NCAA South Regionals. 
• For the second year in a row, both teams 
finished 15th at the ACC Cross Country 
Championships. 
• Major personal records were set by 
multiple athletes, including a 90-second 
personal mark by Emma Langlois and 
three-minute personal mark by Dylan 
Sykes. 
• The men’s team was represented by four 
freshmen, one of whom (Andrew Madden) 
competed in every race. 
• Madden and Sykes were the men’s top 
finishers in all five races, while Langlois 
finished in the top spot in the final three races. Sophomore Ryley Howard 
began the season with two top Miami finishes. 
• The team recorded seven individual season-best times at FSU Invite.
• The men finished sixth at the Virginia Tech Alumni Invitational for their top 
finish of the year, while the women finished fourth at the same race.
• The team was recognized for being in the Top 10 percent academically of 
all NCAA Division I cross country programs.

• The Canes finished with a 15-15 overall record and a 7-11 mark in ACC 
play. Miami was eligible for its 11th straight postseason appearance, but 
the postseason did not occur due to COVID-19.
• The Canes won 12 games at home for 
the sixth straight season.
• As a team, Miami finished second in the 
ACC in steals per game (8.70)
• Beatrice Mompremier became the sixth 
Cane to be drafted into the WNBA after 
getting selected 20th overall by the Los 
Angeles Sparks
•  Mompremier was ultimately waived by 
the Sparks but signed with the Connecti-
cut Sun ahead of the 2020 season.
• Mompremier was one of three players 
in program history to earn All-America ac-
colades from both the WBCA and the AP 
in back-to-back seasons (Tamara James, 
Shenise Johnson).
• Mykea Gray was named to the ACC 
All-Defensive Team, marking the first time the Canes had a player on the 
team in back-to-back years since 2010-11.
• Gray led the ACC in both total steals (64) and steals per game (2.21), 
and joined the 1,000-point club, becoming the 28th Cane to do so.
• Kelsey Marshall etched her name into the program record book this sea-
son, moving in to third in program history for career 3-pointers made (192).

2020 HONORS
ITA All-America 
Estela Perez-Somarriba
 
Associated Press 
All-America
Beatrice Mompremier, 
Honorable Mention 
 
WBCA All-America
Beatrice Mompremier, 
Honorable Mention

Lisa Leslie Center of the 
Year Award (Top-5 finalist) 
Beatrice Mompremier

2019-20 HONORS
All-ACC Academic Team
Emma Langlois 
Ryley Howard 
Molly Rickles 
Olivia Raymond 
Morgan Mehmel 
Andrew Madden 
Justin Rittenhouse 
Lauren Schiffenhaus 
Dylan Sykes
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• The Miami Hurricanes rose to as high as No. 26 in the golfstat.com rank-
ings and closed out the year ranked No. 
33, 20 spots higher than the first released 
rankings of the season.
• The team featured a pair of top-100 
ranked individuals: No. 29 Renate  
Grimstad and No. 93 Kristyna Frydlova.
• Through seven tournaments and 20 
rounds, Miami ranked second in the ACC, 
only trailing top-ranked Wake Forest with 
a 1.75 relative to par scoring average. 
The Hurricanes led the defending  
national champions/fifth-ranked Duke 
(+2.06) and No. 22 Florida State (+5.14).
• Individually, Grimstad led the entire 
conference with a 71.00 scoring average, 
a -0.85 relative to par average and 
matched the conference high with one 
tournament win. The senior’s scoring 
average also shattered the program mark in the category.
• Grimstad secured ACC Golfer of the Month for February after she earned 
her first collegiate victory with a dominating seven-stroke triumph at the 
UCF Challenge.
• Anna Backman secured her second career individual title at the Allstate 
Intercollegiate Sugar Bowl.
• Grimstad’s Second Team All-American status tied the program’s highest 
individual mark since 1993, while she also earned the program’s first ever 
Dinah Shore Trophy Award, cementing her status as one of the top colle-
giate female players who has made an impact on the golf course through 
her leadership and also on society through charitable endeavors.

FOOTBALL GOLF

• Miami finished 6-6 in the regular season and 4-4 in conference play, tying 
for third place in the ACC Coastal Division 
with Pittsburgh and North Carolina.
• The Hurricanes earned bowl eligibility 
and accepted a bid to the 2019 Walk-On’s 
Independence Bowl in Shreveport, La., 
where they fell to Louisiana Tech, 14-0, to 
end the year with a 6-7 overall record.
• Miami topped rival Florida State for the 
third straight year, marking its longest 
winning streak over the Seminoles since a 
stretch of winning six straight from 2000-
2004.
• QB Jarren Williams set the Miami record 
with six touchdown passes in a 52-27 win 
over Louisville on Nov. 9, where the Hurri-
canes tied a school record for points in an 
ACC game and earned bowl eligibility for 
the seventh straight year. 
•Gregory Rousseau was named ACC Defensive Rookie of the Year after 
tying school’s second-best single-season sack total (15.5). Rousseau led 
the ACC in both sacks and tackles for loss.
•Shaq Quarterman became the only Hurricane to ever start all 52 games of 
his collegiate career without missing a single start, moving into ninth place 
with 356 career total tackles. 
•Eight Miami Hurricanes earned invites to the NFL Combine and four were 
selected in the NFL Draft: Shaq Quarterman (fourth round, Jacksonville), 
DeeJay Dallas (fourth round, Seattle), K.J. Osborn (fifth round, Minnesota) 
and Jonathan Garvin (seventh round, Green Bay).

2019 HONORS
All-ACC
Brevin Jordan (first team)
Shaq Quarterman (first team)
Greg Rousseau (first team)
Michael Pinckney (second 
team)
Trajan Bandy (honorable 
mention)
 
ACC Defensive Rookie of 
the Year
Greg Rousseau 
 
FWAA Freshman  
All-America 
Greg Rousseau 

2020 HONORS
Dinah Shore Trophy Award
Renate Grimstad
 
WGCA All-America
Renate Grimstad, Second 
Team 
 
Golfweek All-America
Renate Grimstad, Honorable 
Mention

WGCA Academic  
All-America 
Anna Backman
Kristyna Frydlova
Renate Grimstad
Franziska Sliper
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ROWING SOCCER

• The Canes posted a strong showing at the Head of the Indian Creek in 
October 2019.
• At the Head of Indian Creek, the ‘A’ and ‘B’ V8+ boats claimed first and 
second, respectively, while the ‘A’ and ‘C’ V4+ boats took home silver and 
bronze, respectively.
• The Canes’ novice boat placed fourth in the novice race at the Rivanna 
Romp
• Miami completed successful training camp ahead of spring 2020 season. 
Unfortunately, the spring season was cancelled due to COVID-19.
• Rowing placed 51 members on the ACC Honor Roll; the full list is on 
page 21-22 of this report.

• The Miami Hurricanes earned a top-15 victory over No. 15 Clemson, 3-2, 
in their second season under Sarah Barnes.
• Miami averaged 1.50 goals per match in 
2019, the Hurricanes’ highest since 2016.
• Miami’s shot percentage also improved 
in 2019, with the Hurricanes scoring at a 
16.8% rate, the second highest mark in 
program history. Only trailing an 18.8% shot percentage over the course of 
the 1999 season.
• In addition, the Canes hit the target on 51.0% of their shots in 2019, the 
highest mark since 2003.
• Tia Dupont earned All-ACC Academic Honors.
• Kristina Fisher signed a professional contract with Spain’s Sporting Club 
de Huelva in January.

2019 HONORS
All-ACC Academic Team
Tia Dupont
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• The Miami Hurricanes had five divers qualify for NCAA Swimming & Div-
ing Championships at NCAA Zone ‘B’ qualifying in Athens, Ga.: freshman 
Mia Vallée (3-meter springboard, women), freshman Max Flory (1-meter 
springboard, 3-meter springboard, platform), freshman Brodie Scapens 
(1-meter springboard, platform), junior Zach  
Cooper (platform) and senior David 
Dinsmore (platform).
• Miami became first team in ACC history 
to finish with the top-four finishes in the 
men’s platform at the ACC Swimming & 
Diving Championships (Dinsmore - gold, 
Cooper – silver, Flory – bronze)
• The Hurricanes also became first team 
since 2000 to sweep a podium in a single 
diving event at ACC Championships
• Miami was able to repeat the feat at 
NCAA Zone B qualifying, where the Hurri-
canes captured the top-four finishes.
• Randy Ableman was voted as ACC 
Men’s Diving Coach of the Year for the 
fourth time in the past six seasons.
• The Hurricanes had top-three finishes 
in both springboard events (Mia Vallée, 
Jessie Creed, Millie Haffety in 3-meter 
| Alicia Blagg, Haffety, Vallée in 1-meter) in a dual meet win over Boston 
College (Jan. 4)

• The swimming & diving team accumulated four dual meet wins over the 
course of the season, capturing wins over Illinois (Nov. 1-2), Boston College 
(Jan. 4), FGCU (Jan. 18) and FAU (Jan. 25). The Hurricanes finished 4-4 in 
dual meets.
• With a young group of swimmers, the Hurricanes will return their top six 
point scorers from the season into 2020-2021, headlined by sophomore 
Zorry Mason (449 total points). Other top scorers include No. 2 Carmen 
San Nicolas, No. 3 Sydney Knapp, No. 4 Alaina Skellett, No. 5 Isabel Traba 
and No. 6 Andrea Todorovic.
• Junior Carmen San Nicolas became the ninth-fastest performer all-time in 
the 200-yard freestyle, while junior Sydney Knapp became the sixth-fastest 
performer all-time in the 100-yard freestyle & the ninth-fastest performer in 
the 200-yard freestyle
 • Sophomore Zorry Mason became the fifth-fastest performer all-time in the 
50-yard freestyle and the second-fastest performer in school history in the 
200-yard breaststroke. 
 • Freshman Isabel Traba became the fifth-fastest performer all-time in the 
200-yard butterfly, while fellow freshman Andrea Todorovic became the 
third-fastest performer all-time in the 400-yard IM.
•  Junior Alaina Skellett broke her own school record in the 200-yard back-
stroke at the ACC Championships, where the Hurricanes finished 11th at 
with 298 points.

SWIMMING DIVING

2019-20 HONORS
ACC Champion
David Dinsmore (men’s 
platform)

ACC Silver Medalist
Zach Cooper (men’s 
platform)

ACC Bronze Medalist
Max Flory (men’s platform)

ACC Men’s Diving Coach 
of the Year
Randy Ableman

All-ACC Academic Team
Mia Vallée
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MEN’S TENNIS WOMEN’S TENNIS

•  In a campaign cut short after just two months due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Hurricanes notched 
their 20th consecutive winning sea-
son, as they finished 6-4, with all four 
setbacks against top-20 foes.
• Estela Perez-Somarriba became 
the fifth four-time ITA All-American in  
program history and set the Miami 
career singles wins record on Jan. 
26, en route to capping the season 
with a career total of 141.
• On Feb. 15, Perez-Somarriba 
played Coco Gauff, a WTA top-55 
player, in front of over 5,500 fans 
in an exhibition match at the Delray 
Beach Open that served as the first 
women’s match in the tournament’s 
history.
• One of three freshmen to enroll in January in advance of the spring 
season, Florencia Urrutia went 9-2 in singles play and 8-4 in doubles 
action, finishing second on the team in combined victories between 
the two categories.
• The Hurricanes peaked at No. 18 in the team rankings, while 
Perez-Somarriba ascended to the top spot in singles, sophomore 
Daevenia Achong reached No. 72, freshman Selma Cadar ascended 
to No. 69 and two Miami doubles pairs, both featuring aforementioned 
players, earned national rankings.

• The Miami Hurricanes held a 10-2 (3-0 ACC) mark when the season was 
halted, riding a six-match winning streak.
• Miami earned eight shut out victories, 
including two to open conference play.
• The Hurricanes closed out the year 
with a top-25 victory over in-state rival 
Florida State, 4-0. 
• Francisco Bastias (Feb. 25) and 
Adria Soriano Barrera (March 10) both 
claimed ACC Player of the Week accolades to close out the season, while 
Bastias and Soriano Barrera (Feb. 25) teamed up to win Doubles Team of 
the Week honors.
• Overall, the Hurricanes closed out the year ranked No. 21, and sat in first 
in the ACC, ahead of second-ranked UNC (2-0 ACC).
• Individually, Soriano Barrera ranked No. 39 in the singles rankings, while 
Franco Aubone and Benjamin Hannestad ranked No. 23 in doubles and 
Bastias and Soriano Barrera ranked No. 56.
• In the fall, Aubone and Hannestad teamed up to go 13-3 as a tandem, 
and closed out 2019 ranked ninth in the nation. The top-10 doubles rank-
ing was the highest mark since All-Americans Carl Sundberg and Daniel 
Vallverdu opened the 2008-09 campaign as the top-ranked tandem in the 
nation’s preseason poll (Sep. 4, 2008).
• Hannestad and Aubone had a stellar fall campaign, claiming the ITA 
Southeast Regional doubles title, before reaching the semifinals of the 
prestigious ITA National Fall Championships.

2020 HONORS
ITA All-Academic Scholar 
Athlete
Dane Dunlap

2020 HONORS
ITA All-America
Estela Perez-Somarriba

ITA Southeast Region 
Player of the Year
Estela Perez-Somarriba

ITA Southeast Region 
Arthur Ashe Award
Estela Perez-Somarriba

ACC Postgraduate  
Scholarship Recipient
Estela Perez-Somarriba
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• Kevin Arreaga and Raheem Chambers 
both qualified for the NCAA Indoor Track and 
Field Championships; Arreaga in the men’s 
weight throw and Chambers in the 60m 
dash. Due to COVID-19, neither were able to 
compete. 
• Arreaga finished the season ranked No. 14, 
while Chambers finished with the third-fast-
est time in the NCAA at 6.57 seconds. 
Arreaga’s mark of 21.82m tops Miami’s 
All-Time list. 
• When finishing second at the Vandy 
Invitational, Chambers’ time ranked as the 
then-No.2 time in the world and as Miami’s 
fastest time in program history. 
• Chambers also claimed the silver medal at 
the ACC Indoor Championships. 
• Arreaga finished with a bronze medal, despite competing with a back 
injury. 
• Freshman Justin Forde finished ninth at the ACC Championships and 
broke into Miami’s Top 5 early in the season in the triple jump with a mark 
of 15.71m, which ranks as No. 2 All-Time. 
• Davonte Fuller broke into Miami’s Top 5 in the indoor 400m with a time of 
47.49. 
• The men’s 4x4 team of McKinly Brown, Tyrees Moulton, Davonte Fuller 
and Edward Wintergalen run the second-fastest time in program history in 
their first relay of the season. 
• Jeffrey Williams broke into two Top 5 lists in his opening season with the 
Canes, coming in at No. 5 in both the shot put and the weight throw. 
• Russell Robinson finished in Miami’s Top 5 list in the long jump at No. 5 
at 7.43m. 

MEN’S TRACK & FIELD WOMEN’S TRACK & FIELD

• The Miami women finished second at the 
ACC Indoor Championships and ranked No. 
29 in the NCAA. 
• Debbie Ajagbe and Tiara McMinn qualified 
for the NCAA Indoor Championships, prior 
to COVID-19. 
• Ajagbe finished the season ranked No. 5 
in the women’s weight throw and No. 15 in 
the shot put; McMinn finished the season 
ranked No. 3 in the women’s 60m hurldes. 
• Ajagbe had a historic performance at the 
2020 ACC Indoor Championships, winning 
shot put & weight throw to earn her ACC 
Indoor Field MVP honors. 
•  Ajagbe was also tabbed ACC Field 
Performer of the Year and ACC Scholar-Ath-
lete of the Year. This was the second year 
in a row Miami has swept ACC Field MVP, 
ACC Field Performer of the Year and ACC 
Scholar-Athlete of the Year. 
• Jacious Sears scored 14 points at ACCs 
with her second-place 60m time and third-
place 200m time. 
• Brittny Ellis earned Miami’s first-ever 
NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship Award 
• Alfreda Steele and Sears run a 7.25 
second 60m daash time, which ranks as No. 
3 in Miami history. Sears also cracked Top 5 
in the women’s 200m in program history. 
• Emma Langlois broke into Miami’s Top 5 in 
both the 3000m and the 5000m.
• Kayla Johnson claimed the fastest time in 
program history in the 600m at 1:27.64. 
• In her first meet as a Cane, Taylor Wright 
now holds the third-best mark in Miami 
history in the high jump (1.80m). 
• Debbie Ajagbe claims weight throw 
program record at 22.55m, which also ranks as a ACC Championships 
record. 

2020 HONORS
All-ACC First Team 
(Indoor):
Kevin Arreaga

NCAA All-America 
(Indoor):
Kevin Arreaga
Raheem Chambers

ACC Silver Medalist:
Raheem Chambers

ACC Bronze Medalist:
Kevin Arreaga

2020 HONORS
ACC Field Performer of 
the Year, ACC Schol-
ar-Athlete of the Year, 
ACC Field MVP
Debbie Ajagbe

All-ACC First Team 
(Indoor)
Debbie Ajagbe
Jacious Spears
Brittny Ellis
Hannah-Sophia Hall

All-ACC Second Team 
(Indoor)
Alfreda Steele
Amuru Patterson
Kayla Johnson
Darlene Charles
Sherry Lubin

All-ACC Academic
Jacious Spears
Brittny Ellis
Sherry Lubin
Amuru Patterson
Alfreda Steele
Debbie Ajagbe

NCAA Postgraduate  
Scholarship Recipient
Brittny Ellis
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• The Miami Hurricanes finished the season 
10-16 (6-12 ACC), winning five of its matches 
at home. 
• Jose “Keno” Gandara became Miami’s 
second most-winningest coach in Miami 
volleyball history with a win over Wake Forest. 
Gandara is now 122-82 in his time at Miami. 
 • Elizaveta Lukianova was named to the All-
ACC Academic Team for the second year in a row. 
 • Lukianova earned her second straight All-ACC Second Team honor for 
hitting a team-high .273 and registering 302 kills her junior season. Sa-
vannah Vach was named to the All-ACC Freshman team after a standout 
opening season.
•  Vach’s 1,028 assists moved her to No. 6 All Time in Miami career 
assists. With 10.49 assists per set, Vach boasted the fourth-best average 
in program history, third-best in the ACC, and ranked among the Top 50 
setters in the NCAA. 
 • Miami finished with the best service aces percentage in the ACC at 1.45 
aces per set. 
• Janet Kalaniuvalu finished eighth in the ACC with 99 aces and 0.32 aces 
per set. 

VOLLEYBALL

2019 HONORS
All-ACC Academic
Elizaveta  Lukianova

ACC All-Freshman
Savannah Vach



152019-20 ANNUAL REPORT@MIAMIHURRICANES  |  MIAMIHURRICANES.COM

UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI FACILITIES

ALEX RODRIGUEZ PARK 
AT MARK LIGHT FIELD

WATSCO CENTER HARD ROCK STADIUM

COBB STADIUM JAMES L. KNIGHT SPORTS COMPLEX NORMAN WHITTEN POOL

SCHWARTZ CENTER NEIL SCHIFF TENNIS CENTER THE BILTMORE

RONALD W. SHANE 
WATERSPORTS CENTER

SQUILLANTE STRENGTH & 
CONDITIONING CENTER

ISADORE HECHT ATHLETIC CENTER CAROL SOFFER 
INDOOR PRACTICE FACILITY



16 2019-20 ANNUAL REPORT @MIAMIHURRICANES  |  MIAMIHURRICANES.COM

The University of Miami Sports Hall of Fame will be 
inducting an eight-member class when it holds its banquet 
honoring the 2020 inductees.

The Class of 2020 inductees includes Jay Brophy, Phillip 
Buchanon and Kevin Williams from football, Yasmani 
Grandal from baseball, basketball’s Johnny Hemsley, 
soccer’s Brittany Steinbruch, Laura Vallverdu from tennis 
and former track & field coach Mike Ward.

The event, which was set for April 2, 2020, was post-
poned due to COVID-19; it will be held as originally 
planned at the DoubleTree by Hilton Miami Airport Con-
vention Center.  

“What an amazing 2020 class we are inducting into the 
University of Miami Sports Hall of Fame,” said UMSHoF 
President Richard Horton. “These outstanding athletes will 

UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI HALL OF FAME

be honored at our induction banquet next spring.  We invite all 
Hurricane fans to join us in welcoming this latest class.”

The University of Miami Sports Hall of Fame is a non-profit 
organization founded in 1966 by eight Dade County Circuit 
Court judges, all University of Miami alumni. The founders 
wanted to establish an organization that would recognize 
those student-athletes, coaches and administrators who 
excelled at their sport and brought acclaim to the University 
through their achievements and championships. 

With the addition of the Class of 2020, only 334 student-ath-
letes who have worn the Orange, Green and White have been 
inducted into the UM Sports Hall of Fame.

EIGHT CANES COMPRISE 2020 UM HALL OF FAME CLASS

Photo from the 2019 University of Miami Sports Hall of Fame banquet.
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Nine University of Miami Athletics programs were recognized for 
perfect single-year scores of 1,000 in the 2018-19 Academic Progress 
Report (APR).

The Miami programs earning 
perfect scores for the 2018-19 
school year were men’s basket-
ball, men’s and women’s cross 
country, men’s diving, golf, row-
ing, men’s and women’s tennis, 
and women’s track and field.

“It is once again a remark-
able achievement for nine 
of our teams to post perfect 
APR scores for the 2018-19 
academic year,” Director of 
Athletics Blake James said. “I 
am exceedingly proud of our 
student-athletes and their desire 
to excel in the classroom, as 
well as our coaches and aca-
demic staff members who work 
tirelessly to help them achieve 
these results.”

UM’s football program posted its highest single-year APR in 
program history (987) for 2018-19. In addition, the Hurricanes’ men’s 
basketball (968), women’s basketball (995), men’s cross country 
(1,000), women’s cross country (1,000), football (973), golf (1,000), 
rowing (994), soccer (997), men’s tennis (1,000), women’s tennis 
(1,000), men’s track and field (991), women’s track and field (992) 

ACADEMIC SUCCESS IN APR

and volleyball (995) teams each topped their respective sports’ multi-year 
national averages.

The report came a week after the Hurricanes’ men’s and women’s cross 
country, golf, and men’s and women’s tennis teams each earned Public 
Recognition Awards from the NCAA. The Public Recognition Awards each 
year are bestowed upon teams finishing in the top 10 percent of their 
respective sports based on the most recent multi-year Academic Progress 
Rate.

The APR, created to be a more real-time measurement of academic 
success than graduation rates, is a team-based metric through which 
scholarship student-athletes each term earn one point for remaining eligi-
ble and one point for staying in school or graduating. This report is based 
on NCAA Division I APR data submitted by the institution for the 2015-16, 
2016-17, 2017-18 and 2018-19 academic years.

In the fall of 2011, the Division I Board of Directors approved tougher ac-
ademic standards, including setting a new standard that teams must meet 
to participate in postseason competition. The goal of the NCAA’s academic 
performance program is improvement, not punishment.

To compete in the 2019-20 postseason, teams had to achieve a four-
year APR of 930. NCAA members chose the 930 standard because that 
score predicts, on average, a 50 percent graduation rate for teams at that 
APR level. Additionally, teams must earn a four-year APR of at least 930 
to avoid penalties. APRs for each team, lists of teams receiving public 
recognition and those receiving sanctions are available online through the 
NCAA’s searchable database.

MULTI-YEAR APR RATE 
(2015-16 to 2018-19 school years)
Baseball: 976
Men’s Basketball: 968
Men’s Cross Country: 1,000
Football: 973
Men’s Diving: 978
Men’s Tennis: 1,000
Men’s Track and Field: 991
Women’s Basketball: 995
Women’s Cross Country: 1,000
Golf: 1,000
Rowing: 994
Soccer: 997
Women’s Swimming & Diving: 982
Women’s Tennis: 1,000
Women’s Track & Field: 992
Volleyball: 995
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2020 ACC ACADEMIC HONOR ROLL
Daevenia Achong   ................................. Tennis
Macarena Aguilera   ................................... Golf
Debbie Ajagbe  ........................... Track & Field
Laura Alcorn   ....................................... Rowing
Halle Alitz   ........................................... Rowing
Iggy Allen  ........................................ Basketball
Kevin Arreaga   ........................... Track & Field
Erika Arvelo   ........................................ Rowing
Morgan Asmussen   .............................. Soccer
Michelle Atherley   ....................... Track & Field
Franco Aubone  ..................................... Tennis
Trey Austin   ................................ Track & Field
Pablo Aycart Joya   ................................ Tennis
Anna Backman   ......................................... Golf
Mimmi Balaam   ................................... Rowing
Anne Baldino   ...................................... Rowing
Trajan Bandy   ......................................Football
Elyse Bartelmey   ........................ Track & Field
Thomas Betters   ....................... Cross Country
Olympia Binos   .................................... Rowing
Alicia Blagg   .........................Swimming/Diving
Jason Blissett   .....................................Football
Spencer Bodanza  ..............................Baseball
Emmalyn Brenner   .............................. Rowing
Nysier Brooks   ................................. Basketball
Loretta Brueckner  ............................... Rowing
Megan Buras   ...................................... Rowing
Robert Burns   ......................................Football
Taylor Burrell   ................................... Volleyball
Suleman Burrows   ...............................Football
Connor Byrne   .....................................Football
Selma Cadar   ........................................ Tennis
Rebecca Camplin   ............................... Rowing
Amari Carter   .......................................Football
Earnest Carter   ....................................Football
Isaiah Cashwell   ..................................Football
Dejah Cason   ....................................... Soccer
Lexi Castellano-Mugica   ....................... Soccer
Molly Caudery   ........................... Track & Field
Slade Cecconi   ...................................Baseball
Marilou Chardin   .................................. Rowing
Bayleigh Chaviers   ............................... Soccer
Xavier Coakley   .......................... Track & Field
Meredith Costello   ............................... Rowing
Jenelle Cranston   ................................ Rowing
Chad Crosbie   ....................................Baseball
Melissa Dagenais   ................................ Soccer
Emily Damon   ................................... Volleyball
Selina Dantzler   .......................... Track & Field
Turner Davidson  .................................Football
Isabelle Despirito  ................................ Rowing
Madison Dill   ..................................... Volleyball
Nada Dimovska   .................................... Tennis
David Dinsmore  .................................... Diving
Cameron Dobbs   .............................. Volleyball
Meghan Doyle   .................................... Rowing
Nicholas Ducheine   .............................Football
Dane Dunlap 5 ........................................ Tennis
Tia Dupont   ........................................... Soccer

Sara Duque   ..................................... Volleyball
Adam El Gammal   .............................. Football
Brittny Ellis 5 ................................. Track & Field
Amanda Falck  .................................. Volleyball
Daniel Federman   .............................. Baseball
Gannon Feldmann   ............................. Football
Marshall Few   ..................................... Football
Dillon Fields   ............................. Cross Country
Kristina Fisher  ...................................... Soccer
Samuel Fleischman   ................... Track & Field
Una Forsythe   ...................... Swimming/Diving
Selena Fortich   ..................................... Soccer
Sierra Frey   ........................................... Soccer
Kristyna Frydlova   ......................................Golf
JP Gates   ........................................... Baseball
Michelle Giamportone   ......................... Soccer
Julia Giannotta  .................................... Rowing
Filippos Gkogkos   ........................... Basketball
Jackqueline Goggins   .......................... Rowing
Reilly Goss   ......................................... Rowing
Mary Claire Graham   ........................... Rowing
William Grattan-Smith   ......................... Tennis
Angela Grieve   .................................. Volleyball
Renate Grimstad   ......................................Golf
Millie Haffety   ....................... Swimming/Diving
Benjamin Hannestad   ........................... Tennis
Sara Hansen  ....................................... Rowing
Kathleen Hanson   ................................ Rowing
Gudrun Haralz   ..................................... Soccer
Destiny Harden   .............................. Basketball
Kai-Leon Herbert   ............................... Football
Willie Herenton   .............................. Basketball
Priscilla Hernandez   ......................... Volleyball
Zalon’Tae Hillery   ................................ Football
Mackenzie Holmgren   .......................... Rowing
Mari Horpestad   .................................... Soccer
Jarius Howard  .................................... Football
Ryley Howard   .......................... Cross Country
William Huggins   ................................. Football
Jamir Huston   ................................. Basketball
Paige Jackett   ...................................... Rowing
Maria Jakobsdottir   ............................... Soccer
Clay James   ........................................ Football
Bojan Jankulovski   ................................ Tennis
Moulayna Johnson Sidi Baba   ........ Basketball
Alison Johnson   .......................... Track & Field
Dante Johnson   .................................. Football
Kayla Johnson   ........................... Track & Field
Laura Johnson   .................................... Rowing
Tarynn Kaelin   ..................................... Rowing
Janet Kalaniuvalu   ............................ Volleyball
Essence Kamaria   ............................... Rowing
Tommy Kennedy   ............................... Football
Michaela Kerin   .................................... Rowing
Tyler Keysor   ..................................... Baseball
Sydney Knapp   .................... Swimming/Diving
Jackie Koerwitz  .................................... Soccer
Taylor Kuligowski   ............................... Rowing
Daniel Labrador   ................................ Baseball

Eric Labrador   ............................. Track & Field
Emma Langlois   ........................ Cross Country
Josh Lauck   ........................................ Baseball
Maddie Lauther   ................... Swimming/Diving
Gabrielle Lavoie   .................................. Rowing
Janice Leao  ..................................... Volleyball
Morgan Ledenko   ..................................Soccer
Jared Lee   .................................Cross Country
Sabina Lewis  ....................................... Rowing
Lauren Locke   ............................ Track & Field
Gabriella Lopez   ................................... Rowing
Liane Lopez   ........................................ Rowing
Sherry Lubin  .............................. Track & Field
Elias Lugo-Fagundo  ........................... Football
Elizaveta Lukianova   ........................ Volleyball
Chris Lykes   .................................... Basketball
Andrew Madden   .......................Cross Country
Stephen Madonia  ................................. Tennis
Hannah Maile   ...................................... Rowing
Lauren Markwith   ..................................Soccer
Jaclyn Marra   ........................................Soccer
Kelsey Marshall   ............................. Basketball
Caitlin Martin   ....................................... Rowing
Hannah Marwede   ................................Soccer
Taylor Mason   ................................. Basketball
Albert Maury, Jr.   ............................... Baseball
Madeline May   ..................................... Rowing
Claire McGinnis   .................. Swimming/Diving
Grace McGinnis   .................. Swimming/Diving
Kameron McGusty   ......................... Basketball
Chris McMahon   ................................. Baseball
Morgan Mehmel   .......................Cross Country
Rodney Miller, Jr.   ........................... Basketball
Beatrice Mompremier   .................... Basketball
Jacob Munoz  ...................................... Football
Jimmy Murphy   ................................... Football
Alan Nadelsticher   ............................... Football
Zion Nelson   ........................................ Football
Chigozie Nnoruka   .............................. Football
Catherine Notarfrancesco   ................... Rowing
K.J. Osborn   ........................................ Football
Aino Otava   .......................... Swimming/Diving
Morgan Pankow   ....................................... Golf
Madeline Parente   ................................ Rowing
Michael Parrott   ................................... Football
Amuru Patterson   ....................... Track & Field
Rachel Peck   ........................................ Rowing
Estela Perez-Somarriba   ...................... Tennis
Glorianna Perrotte   .............................. Rowing
N’Kosi Perry   ....................................... Football
Jaelan Phillips   .................................... Football
Brian Polendey   .................................. Football
Carson Proctor   ................................... Football
Robert Prosek   .................................... Football
Shaquille Quarterman   ........................ Football
Isaac Quinones   ................................. Baseball
Bri Racanelli   ........................................ Rowing
Mia Raffaele   .............................. Track & Field
Zakiya Rashid   ........................... Track & Field
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2020 ACC ACADEMIC HONOR ROLL
Anastasia Ray   ..................................... Rowing
Olivia Raymond   .......................Cross Country
Molly Rickles   ............................Cross Country 
Justin Rittenhouse  ................... Cross Country
Ryan Rizk   ...........................................Football
Carolina Rodriguez   ............................ Rowing
Hannah Rosa   ..................................... Rowing
Gregory Rousseau   .............................Football
Alex Ruiz   ...........................................Baseball
Peyton Russell   .......................... Track & Field
Kenza Salgues   ............................... Basketball
Julia Saltonstall   .................................. Rowing
Carmen San Nicolas   ...........Swimming/Diving
Lauren Schiffenhaus   ............... Cross Country
Abby Schwenger   ................................ Rowing
Michael Scibelli   ..................................Football
Shelly Sclater   ..................................... Rowing
Jacious Sears   ............................ Track & Field
Chandler Sensibaugh   .........Swimming/Diving
Taylor Shell   ......................................... Soccer
Sadie Shireman  .................................. Rowing

Franziska Sliper   ....................................... Golf
Zac Smith   .......................................... Football
Hannah Sorensen   ........................... Volleyball
Adria Soriano Barrera  .......................... Tennis
Nicole Sowell   ...................... Swimming/Diving
Addie Spain   ........................................ Rowing
Tyler Speaks  ........................................ Soccer
Alfreda Steele   ............................ Track & Field
Isabelle Sterba  .................................... Rowing
Victoria Stewart   .................................. Rowing
Maren Stickley   .................................... Rowing
Constance Stirling   .............................. Rowing
Keith Stone   .................................... Basketball
Dylan Sykes  ............................. Cross Country
Celine Thompson   ...................... Track & Field
Andrea Todorovic   ............... Swimming/Diving
Alex Toral   ......................................... Baseball
Isabel Traba  ........................ Swimming/Diving
Ousman Traore   ................................. Football
Samantha Tripp   .................................. Rowing
Mykel Tubbs  ....................................... Football

Emma Tucker   ......................................Soccer
Savannah Vach   .............................. Volleyball
Mia Vallee   ........................... Swimming/Diving
Brian Van Belle   ................................. Baseball
DJ Vasiljevic  ................................... Basketball
Manon Viguier   ..................... Swimming/Diving
Anthony Vilar  ..................................... Baseball
Demetra Vlahos   .................................. Rowing
Simone Vreeland   .....................Cross Country
Sam Waardenburg  ......................... Basketball
Shawn Walker   .................................... Football
Sequoia Wattles   .............................. Volleyball
Mary Weber   ........................................ Rowing
Emily Weissman   ................. Swimming/Diving
Matthew Wiefels   ......................Cross Country
Jeffrey Williams   ......................... Track & Field
Edward Wintergalen   ................. Track & Field
Taylor Wright  ............................. Track & Field
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ACC NETWORK

The University of Miami’s broadcast video department was 
on pace for a record number of digital broadcasts for ESPN 
during the 2019-20 school year before the COVID-19  
pandemic. UM’s video services department produced 56 
digital broadcasts for ESPN last season for use on ACC 
Network Extra and other platforms.

In the past four years, Miami has generated over 392 live 
ESPN events through its in-house broadcast crew.

UM completed multi-million dollar renovations ot its  
broadcast facilities in preparation for the launch of the ACC 
Network in the fall of 2019. The renovations allow for the 
broadcast of linear events on various ESPN networks while 
simultaneously producing video board and digital events in 
our secondary control room.

All home soccer, volleyball, men’s and women’s basketball 
and baseball games were broadcast either digitally via 
ACC Network Extra or on a linear network (ESPN, ESPN 2, 
ESPNU, FSN or Raycom).

Among the digital broadcasts from the 2019-20 school year:
•   Six women’s soccer matches
•   Nine volleyball matches
•   Two men’s basketball games
•   10 women’s basketball games
•   12 baseball games
•   One men’s tennis match
•   Two women’s tennis matches

Additionally, UM’s new linear control room was used to 
broadcast 16 events across ESPN’s linear networks, which 
provided a great opportunity to prepare for the launch of the 
ACC Network this fall:
 •   Nine men’s basketball games (ACC Network)
 •   Four women’s basketball games (ACC Network)
 •   One women’s soccer match (ACC Network)
 •   One women’s volleyball match (ACC Network)
 •   One baseball game (ACC Network)

In addition to the ESPN productions, Miami also managed 
in-house video board shows for all on-campus events:

•   15 men’s basketball video board shows
•   19 women’s basketball video board shows
•   14 baseball video board shows
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The University of Miami boasts one of the best baseball 
programs in the country, with four national championships, 25 
trips to the College World Series and 46 NCAA tournament 
appearances.

But the Hurricanes are adding another impressive item to 
their arsenal: the Jimmy and Kim Klotz Player Development 
Center.

My first thought was, ‘This is unbelievable.’ It’s been a long 
time coming and it’s a game changer for our program,” head 
coach Gino DiMare said of the new state-of-the-art facility the 
Hurricanes are set to open this summer.

“It’s something that’s been in the works for a long time and 
to finally see all the hard work come to fruition is amazing,” 
DiMare continued. “We are certainly very appreciative of Jim-
my and Kim Klotz for being our lead donors in this, as well as 
all of our loyal supporters who made a gift to this project. It’s 
going to change everything for us.

The Jimmy and Kim Klotz Player Development Center 
ensures that the Hurricanes will have a world-class facility to 
master their craft on a daily basis.

“The Jimmy and Kim Klotz Player Development Center is a 
critical addition to our athletic department and for our baseball 

JIMMY & KIM KLOTZ PLAYER DEVELOPMENT CENTER A 
GAME CHANGER FOR CANES BASEBALL PROGRAM

program,” Miami director of athletics Blake James said. “We 
offer our sincere gratitude to Jimmy and Kim for their gener-
osity and to all of those who helped make this project a reality. 
Our storied baseball program will take a big step forward with 
this facility and, most importantly, our incredible student-ath-
letes will benefit for years to come.”

The Jimmy and Kim Klotz Player Development Center, 
an approximately 6,800-square foot facility which sits down 
Mark Light Field’s right field line, features batting cages, three 
pitcher’s mounds and a multi-purpose area, along with the 
latest state-of-the-art technology. Miami’s new facility features 
a camera system that allows for video analysis and data 
tracking.

The Jimmy and Kim Klotz Player Development Center is 
just the first step in the University of Miami’s Baseball Facility 
Enhancement Campaign.

“Knowing that we do have phases, this is part one and we 
have other phases that are in the works,” DiMare said. “We’re 
going to stay very aggressive trying to do those things be-
cause we want to be one of the top programs in the country 
and, in order to do that, you’ve got to have top facilities. The 
Light is a great place and we’re keeping the historical tradition 
from the stadium that we have here but we’ve got to add some 
things with that to stay up with the times.”
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