
2018 Division I Women’s Volleyball Championship – Notes 
Semifinal 2 - Dec. 13, 2018 
Nebraska 3, Illinois 2 (22-25, 16-25, 25-23, 25-20, 15-11) 
 
Nebraska (29-6) Notes 
• The sixth team in NCAA history to reach four straight national semifinals, Nebraska is appearing in its 
15th NCAA tournament semifinals.  
• This is Nebraska’s 37th straight NCAA tournament appearance, having reached the national tournament 
every year of its existence, with the exception of the first NCAA tournament in 1981. 
• This is the 22nd time that Nebraska has claimed 29 or more wins in its NCAA volleyball history (since 
1981). 
• Nebraska is now 3-2 in five-set matches this season. It also marked the second time this season that 
the Cornhuskers have rallied from a two-set deficit to win in five; the Cornhuskers claimed a 3-2 win (22-
25, 19-25, 25-18, 25-22, 15-1) at Creighton on Sept. 6. 
• The first-set loss was Nebraska’s first set surrendered in any of its five NCAA tournament matches this 
season. 
• Outside hitter Lexi Sun claimed 19 kills and 12 digs, claiming her 10th kill-dig double-double of the 
season. It’s the 14th time she has recorded 12 or more kills. The 19 kills were one shy of her season-high 
of 20. 
•Outside hitter Mikaela Foecke recorded her 16th kill-dig double-double of the season with 19 kills and 11 
digs. It’s her 16th match with 15-plus kills this season. 
• Setter Nicklin Hames scored her 24th assist-dig double-double of both her season and career, with 46 
assist and 19 digs, her 15th match with 40-plus assists this year. 
• Kenzie Malone claimed 20 digs to lead the Cornhuskers, her 30th match with double-digit dig totals this 
season, and her 14th match with 15-plus digs. 
• Megan Miller recorded 19 digs, her fourth match with double-digit digs and one off her season-high of 
20. 
 
Illinois (32-4) Notes 
• It’s the fourth time Illinois has appeared in the NCAA tournament semifinals and first since 2011. The 
Illini also reached the national semifinals in 1987 and 1988, and reached the national title match in 
2011. 
• This is Illinois’ 25th NCAA tournament appearance and ninth in the last 11 seasons. 
• Illinois suffered its first loss in its sixth match to go to five sets this season. 
• As a team, Illinois collected 84 digs, marking the 17th time the Illini have reached the 50-dig mark this 
season and the 12th time with 60 or more digs. 
• Outside hitter Jacqueline Quade collected her eighth kill-dig double-double of the season with 28 kills 
and 10 digs. It’s the 17th time she’s had 15-plus kills in a match and seventh time collecting 20 or more 
kills. 
• Setter Jordyn Poulter claimed her 15th assist-dig double-double of the season with 46 assists and 14 
digs. It’s the 34th time in her 36 matches that she has had 20-plus assists, and her 20th match with 40-
plus assists. 
•Morgan O’Brien claimed 27digs to lead the Illinois defense, marking her 18th match with 15-plus digs 
and the 10th time she has recorded 20 or more digs. 
 
  



Match Notes 
•It marks the 16th straight year that at least one Big Ten team has reached the national semifinals, and 
the 11th time that two Big Ten teams have appeared in the semifinals. 
•In the teams’ two previous meetings in Big Ten play, Nebraska claimed a 3-1 win at Illinois (25-14, 19-
25, 25-17, 25-19) on Sept. 29, and Illinois scored a 3-1 win at Nebraska (27-29, 25-19, 27-25, 25-22) on 
Oct. 27. 
• Nebraska is now 15-3 against Illinois since the 1993 season, and 26-8-1 all-time. 
• The first set was a close one, with neither team leading by more than three points. Trailing 20-18, Illinois 
finished the first set on a 7-2 run to claim a 25-22 win. Illinois hit .269 as a team, while Nebraska hit .255. 
Jacqueline Quade led the Illini with nine kills, hitting .364, while adding five digs. Setter Jordyn Pulter had 
15 assists for Illinois. Lexi Sun led the Cornhuskers with six kills, hitting .286, with three digs. Nicklin 
Hames had 10 assists and eight digs in the first set. Both teams had strong defensive efforts, with 
Nebraska recording 27 digs and Illinois recording 26. 
• Illinois dominated in the second set, jumping out to a 6-0 lead, en route to a 25-16 win. The Illini hit .241 
as a team, with 11 kills and four errors on 29 attempts, while Nebraska hit just .129, with 11 kills and 
seven errors on 31 swings. Nebraska surrendered 10 points on its own errors in the set, with seven attack 
errors and three service errors. Jacqueline Quade had six kills and two digs in the second set for Illinois, 
while Jordyn Poulter had seven assists, two service aces and two digs. Mikaela Foecke had three kills to 
lead Nebraska in the second set. Nicklin Hames had nine assists and two digs in the set. 
•Nebraska hit .298 as a team, with 18 kills and just four errors on 47 swings, to claim a 25-23 win in the 
third set. The Illini were nearly as efficient, hitting .200 (11k-3e-40a). Mikaela Foecke collected eight kills 
in the third set to lead Nebraska, while Lexi Sun had two kills and four digs. For Illinois, Jacqueline Quade 
had four kills, and Jordyn Poulter had nine assists and five digs. Morgan O’Brien collected eight digs. 
•Nebraska forced a fifth and deciding set with a 25-20 win in the fourth set. Lexi Sun recorded 16 kills to 
lead the Cornhuskers in the set, while Nicklin Hames had 11 assists. Nebraska hit .206 in the set (12k-5e-
34a), while Illinois hit .156 (11k-6e-32a). For Illinois, Jacqueline Quade had six kills, while Jordyn Pulter 
had nine assists, and Megan O’Brien had six digs. 
•In the deciding set, Nebraska hit .375 (11k-2e-24a), while Illinois hit .333 (8k-0e-24a). Mikaela Foecke 
led the Cornhuskers with four kills and three digs, while Lexi Sun had three kills and two digs. For Illinois, 
Jacqueline Quade and Beth Prince had three kills each. 
 
Attendance 
• Attendance for Thursday’s two-match session at the Target Center was 17,808, the third-largest single-
session attendance in NCAA volleyball championship history. The two largest session attendance figures 
came in the 2017 championships in Kansas City, Mo., with the semifinals drawing 18,347 and the finals 
drawing 18,516. It’s the ninth time in NCAA history that more than 17,000 fans have attended a volleyball 
championship session. 


