
Nebraska vs. Northwestern (Nov. 5, 2011)

Nebraska Player Quotes
Sophomore Quarterback Taylor Martinez
On his thoughts of the game
“We didn’t come out to play. Maybe we overlooked Northwestern for Penn State. Other than that, I don’t know what to say about 
the game.”

On the running game
“I think in the beginning they were in a different front than what our offensive linemen expected, and maybe it threw them off a 
little bit. I think in the second half we still couldn’t really figure out how to block, and I think that’s what killed everything in our 
running game.”

On if the offense waited too long to start throwing the ball
“It all depends on Coach (Tim) Beck’s game plan. I thought we threw a lot early on too. We didn’t really convert on the third and 
one and third and two. I think that’s what killed us early on in the game. Plus those two turnovers killed us big time. 
I think it killed the momentum.”

On the week in practice and if he saw the team over looking Northwestern
“I thought we had a really good week of practice. Maybe some players were overlooking them, getting ready for Penn State.”

Senior Saftey Austin Cassidy
On the big plays the defense gave up and if he knew why they might have happened
“It’s hard to put a finger on it right now, but if I had to guess, I’d have to say it was probably just not focusing in on our keys and 
not seeing what we were supposed to be seeing. I know that one long pass play to start the fourth quarter that was one of those 
ones where our eyes were in the wrong spot and it cost us big.”

On if they were supposed to have someone over the top
“We were supposed to have two guys on him, but there was just a little bit of confusion on looking into the back field a little too 
long. I think when you do that big plays happen.”

On the difference in the ball game
“I’d really just have to say that when the game was up for grabs in the fourth quarter, when it could have gone either way, they 
just outplayed us. We couldn’t get a stop when we needed to. You've got to give the credit to those guys. They deserved to win 
the game. They outplayed us. They wanted it more than we did. It’s embarrassing to say that, but they’re a heck of a football 
team, so we just have to give them credit and refocus on ourselves and take a good hard look and figure out, why exactly, we 
had that let down in the fourth quarter.”

On if it was a tough loss to swallow considering they received Blackshirts this week
“Definitely, we take a lot of pride in getting those Blackshirts and to do what we did today, it’s embarrassing. You’re not going to 
win a lot of games giving up 30 points or however many points we gave up and 500 yards of offense. Last week we were able to 
shut those guys down. You’re not going to lose very many games when you give up three points. It’s hard to win when you give 
up that many points. I think we gave up 25 first downs which is just embarrassing to be honest.”

Junior Wide Receiver Tim Marlowe
On the offense's slow start
“We just couldn’t get into a rhythm today. We were shooting ourselves in the foot early with penalties and turnovers. We just 
can’t do that. We’re a rhythm offense. We like to get up and get going and get a fast pace to us. Today, with penalties and stuff 
like that, we really just put ourselves in bad situations and we can’t call the plays we want to call.”

On having to depend on Martinez throwing the ball
“Absolutely, our run game wasn’t working too well. We had to transfer over to the pass game, and Taylor did a great job today. 
He really grew as a passer. He was accurate all day even in those 40 mile-per-hour winds. Taylor played a great game.”

On his touchdown and day
“It’s always a great feeling getting my first touchdown, but I’d trade that in any day for a W. It was fun getting some balls thrown 
and we did a good job in the pass game. But at the end of the day, all I want to do is win. That’s what I came to Nebraska for. We 
just have to get better as a team.”



Nebraska vs. Northwestern (Nov. 5, 2011)

Nebraska Player Quotes - Postgame

Kicker Brett Maher
On how he thought he played
“I thought I played alright, but in the end it doesn't really matter. I'd take the worst statistics in the world if we were going to win on 
Saturday's."

On how often they practice onside kicks
"We practice them every week. It's just something that didn't end up working out for us."

On if he has two different options on onside kicks and he bases it off how they line up
"They kind of told me which way to go before and it just didn't end up working out for us."

On the roll-out punt
"We put that in this week knowing that it was going to be really windy today. We thought that it could be a tool to use going into the 
wind, and they had a good return guy so we tried to keep it out of his hands. If that opportunity presented itself that was the plan 
going in the whole week."

Defensive End Eric Martin
On how what he thought went wrong
“We just weren't focused. You win the game during the week and we just didn't win the game during the week. Give a lot of credit 
to Northwestern, they came out and played their hearts out. We just laid an egg."

On the final Northwestern drive
"They just came out and they just played hard. They had a good game plan and they came out and played their game plan to the 
fullest and they trusted their coaches. We didn't execute our plays well. The result wasn't as good as it should have been."

On if they underestimated Northwestern
"Yeah, you could say that. Like I said, you win the game during the week. Our preparation wasn't good enough."

Wide Receiver Kenny Bell
On what he thought of Martinez's performance in the passing game
"He did a good job. He delivered some good balls. As a wide receiving corps we didn't get it done today. That's on us. He did a 
good job. We need to get better."

On if he expected to throw the ball as much as they did
"No."

On why they threw the ball so much
"That's what we got from their defense. That's what we thought we could win with. But again, we weren't good enough."

On the wide receivers blocking throughout the game
"Not good enough. That's going to be my answer for a lot of stuff."

On how hard it was to come back from those early mistakes
"Anytime you shoot yourself it in the foot it's a tough time. It's a problem that we've had the entire year. We frequently do it and we 
need to get it fixed."
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