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2007 Nebraska Football         |     Offensive Achievement

When Head Coach Bill Callahan took the reins at 
Nebraska for the 2004 season he brought with him 
one of the most explosive offensive systems in the 
sport - the West Coast Offense. During his time in the 
NFL, Callahan’s Oakland Raiders operated out of the 
West Coast Offense and exploited opposing defenses 
with a multiple attack. In fact, during a three-season 
span, the Oakland offense went from leading the 
NFL in rushing (2000) to placing first in the league 
in passing (2002). In 2002, the Raiders became the 
first team to win games in the same season while 
rushing at least 60 times and passing at least 60 
times. The Raiders capped 2002 by capturing the 
AFC crown, before losing to Tampa Bay in Super Bowl 
XXXVII.

Callahan’s success in the West Coast Offense 
translated well for Nebraska. The Huskers made 
remarkable strides on offense in their third year 
under Callahan in 2006. Nebraska was one of only 
three schools nationally to rank in the top 25 in 
rushing offense, passing offense, total offense and 
scoring offense. The Huskers also led the nation in 
most offensive attempts (950) and were ranked fifth 
nationally in time of possession. 

In 2006, Nebraska was ranked among the Big 12 and nation’s best offenses at converting Red Zone 
opportunities into touchdowns. The Huskers converted 44-of-51 red zone trips into scores, an 86.3 
percent success rate. In conference play, NU was even more impressive, converting 23-of-24 red zone 
attempts, including 20 touchdowns.
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Husker West Coast Offense Record-Breaking Performances

Quarterback Zac Taylor posted the top two single-season passing efforts in school 
history during his two years at Nebraska. The top five passing games in school 
history have all come during Bill Callahan’s tenure at Nebraska.

Wide receivers Terrence Nunn and Nate Swift have added their names to the 
Husker record books. Nunn has joined Johnny Rodgers as the only Huskers to 
record two 40-reception seasons in a career. Nunn’s career receptions total 
of 101 ranks second only to Rodgers and Nunn has also caught a pass in 27 
straight games entering 2007, 11 games behind Rodgers’ school record.

In 2005, Swift set a Nebraska freshman record with 45 receptions, the 
third-most receptions in school history regardless of class. His 1,015 career 
receiving yards entering 2007 make him one of just 13 Huskers with 1,000 
career receiving yards. Nunn and Swift have combined for 19 touchdown 
receptions in the past two years.
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Single-Game Passing Leaders
No.	 Player, Opponent, Date	 Yards
1.	 Zac Taylor vs. Iowa State, Oct. 1, 2005 (2OT)	 431
2.	 Zac Taylor vs. Kansas, Sept. 30, 2006	 395
3.	 Zac Taylor at Colorado, Nov. 25, 2005	 392
4.	 Joe Dailey vs. Baylor, Oct. 26, 2004	 342
5.	 Joe Dailey vs. Colorado, Nov. 26, 2004	 306
6.	 Dave Humm vs Wisconsin, Sept. 29, 1973	 297
7.	 Dave Humm at Missouri, Oct. 13, 1973	 292
8.	 Frank Patrick vs. Oklahoma, Nov. 23, 1967	 290
9.	 Zac Taylor vs. Louisiana Tech, Sept. 2, 2006	 287
10.	 Jerry Tagge at Kansas State, Nov. 13, 1971	 185
Callahan era in BOLD
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“I don’t know what they call that offense, if it is West Coast or East Coast or South Coast or Canadian or whatever, but it 
was very well-designed and gave us more than we could handle. Their style of play and their physical approach and their 

ability to throw the football down the field really gave us more than we could handle.”
Troy Head Coach Larry Blakeney

Following Nebraska’s 56-0 win in 2006

Nebraska running backs have flourished under the West Coast Offense, racking up major yards on the 
ground, while increasing their versatility in the NU passing game. In fact, in Nebraska’s second year in the 
West Coast Offense in 2005, former running back Cory Ross snagged a Nebraska running back record 
with 43 receptions. 

Nebraska’s four-man running back committee also reached incredible heights in 2006, gaining more than 2,400 yards and 
tallying 26 touchdowns. Marlon Lucky and Brandon Jackson ended the season with more than 30 catches and both ranked 
among the top six in the Big 12 in all-purpose yards.

Ross was a rookie for the NFL’s Baltimore Ravens in 2006, while Jackson was a second-round draft pick of Green Bay in 2007.


