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husker soccer team has high hopes for 2009
By Brandon Gries, Nebraska Media Relations

One of the nation’s best women’s college soccer programs enters the 2009 
season with hopes of resurgence. From 1994 to 2005, NCAA Tournament berths and 
conference championships were the norm for Nebraska soccer. Now, a three-year 
absence from the field of 64 has an experienced and talented Husker squad aiming 
for levels historically achieved by Coach John Walker.

This fall, the Huskers return seven starters from a team that narrowly missed the 
NCAA Tournament a year ago. Nebraska got off to a slow start by dropping its first 
four games, but rallied to a 10-9-1 overall record, including a solid 6-4 mark in Big 12 
play. In an eight-day span in September, Nebraska won two double-overtime games 
(No. 25 Kansas, Missouri) and upset a pair of ranked opponents (No. 25 Kansas, No. 
8 Texas), instilling confidence that the Huskers will return as national contenders.

Despite a nice turnaround to the 2008 season, the Huskers weren’t satisfied. In the 
spring, Nebraska put together an impressive 7-1-3 record, further proving the Huskers’ 
potential to climb to greater heights in 2009.

If Nebraska is looking to build on a solid foundation, the Huskers have consistency 
and stability in senior defender Carly Peetz. One of six seniors, Peetz should be a driving 
force this season after starting all 59 games during her career. The Lincoln native 
ended last season with a spot on the All-Big 12 second team, before leading NU to five 
shutouts this past spring. Factor in senior Anna Caniglia with Peetz, and the Husker 
backline becomes NU’s biggest strength. The Huskers lost only one senior (Lindsay 
Poehling) at the back, and five of Nebraska’s defenders carry game experience. Peetz 
and Caniglia have developed roles as reliable defenders for the Huskers with impressive 
play and consistency. Peetz not only leads Nebraska’s defense, but also helps provide 
scoring punch, with 14 career points, including six last season. Caniglia has also started 
all 59 games of her three-year career. She also emerged as an offensive threat in 
2008, when she scored 11 points after totaling just four the previous two seasons.

Offensively, Nebraska returns its top four scorers from last year’s team in senior 
forward Shay Powell (19 points), sophomore forward Molly Thomas (11 points), Caniglia 
(11 points) and junior forward Michaella Fulmer (11 points). The Huskers outscored 
their opponents 31-28 last season, a mark that could improve since the Huskers return 
81 percent of their goals.

Thomas, a sophomore from Omaha, may be poised to emerge as one of the Big 
12’s best in 2009. As a true freshman, Thomas scored five goals and started 18 of 
20 games in 2008. Her season performance was strong enough for a spot on the Big 
12 All-Newcomer team, showcasing Nebraska’s young talent.

In addition to Peetz, Powell and Caniglia, NU’s senior class includes Brittney Lanier, 
Julie Berkshire and Lauren Isenhower.

Lanier and Berkshire will lead the midfield lineup after the departures of Selenia 
Iacchelli and Sari Raber. Lanier enters the season having played in 56 games for the 
Huskers, third-most on the 2009 team. She has six career points, including four as 
a freshman, and is a very reliable option in the midfield. Berkshire has been one of 
Nebraska’s top reserves the past three seasons, but the loss of Iacchelli and Raber 
may give her the opportunity for increased minutes in 2009.

Nebraska lost goalkeeper Brittany Pfeil to graduation, but should have strong 
competition for the starting spot between juniors Jessica Mills and Tara Macdonald. 
Mills started all 19 games in 2007, posting a 1.68 goals-against average, while holding 
three opponents scoreless. The same year, Macdonald started eight contests for 
Oklahoma, giving up 1.19 goals per game for the Sooners and posting two shutouts. 
After transitional years in 2008 (Mills five starts; Macdonald did not play due to transfer), 
the pair will compete for the starting job in 2009.

With Mills and Macdonald in the net during the spring, 
Nebraska had an impressive five shutouts in 12 games.	

Nebraska will be away from home to start the 2009 season 
with three straight road games before a Sept. 4 home opener 
against Lamar. That marks the beginning of a five-game 
homestand for the Big Red. The Big 12 Conference will be 
strong as usual, but the Huskers’ 6-4 league record in 2008 
showed Nebraska is ready to compete with one of the nation’s 

top leagues. The conference slate is highlighted by three 
straight Big 12 home contests against Oklahoma State, 

Baylor and Oklahoma in October.
Nebraska finished fifth in the Big 12 
Conference last season and fell just short 

2009 Nebraska Soccer Schedule
Date	 Opponent	 Location 	 Time
Aug. 22	 at Northern Colorado	 Greeley, Colo.	 8 p.m.
Aug. 28	 vs. Lehigh	 St. Davids, Pa.	 Noon
Aug. 30	 at Villanova	 St. Davids, Pa.	 Noon
Sept. 4	 Lamar	 Nebraska Soccer Field	 5 p.m.
Sept. 11	 North Dakota	 Nebraska Soccer Field	 5 p.m.
Sept. 13	 Akron	 Nebraska Soccer Field	 12:30 p.m.
Sept. 18	 South Dakota	 Nebraska Soccer Field	 5 p.m.
Sept. 20	 Arizona State	 Nebraska Soccer Field	 Noon
Sept. 25	 at Colorado*	 Boulder, Colo.	 5 p.m.
Sept. 27	 at Texas Tech*	 Lubbock, Texas	 Noon
Oct. 2	 Green Bay	 Nebraska Soccer Field	 4 p.m.
Oct. 4	 Oklahoma State*	 Nebraska Soccer Field	 1 p.m.
Oct. 9	 Baylor*	 Nebraska Soccer Field	 4 p.m.
Oct. 11	 Oklahoma*	 Nebraska Soccer Field	 1 p.m.
Oct. 16	 at Texas*	 Austin, Texas	 7 p.m.
Oct. 18	 Texas A&M*	 Nebraska Soccer Field	 1 p.m.
Oct. 23	 at Kansas*	 Lawrence, Kan.	 3 p.m.
Oct. 25	 at Missouri*	 Columbia, Mo.	 1 p.m.
Oct. 30	 Iowa State*	 Nebraska Soccer Field	 4 p.m.
Nov. 4-8	 Big 12 Championship	 San Antonio, Texas	 TBA
Nov. 13-15	 NCAA 1st & 2nd Rounds	 Campus Sites	 TBA
Nov. 20-22	 NCAA Third Round	 Campus Sites	 TBA
Nov. 27-29	 NCAA Quarterfinals	 Campus Sites	 TBA
Dec. 4-6	 NCAA College Cup	 College Station, Texas	 TBA
*-Big 12 games; Home games in bold, played at the Nebraska Soccer Field, located in the 
center of Ed Weir Track. All times are Central and subject to change.

of its first NCAA Tournament appearance since 2005. With seven returning starters, 
six seniors and a pair of All-Big 12 selections, the Huskers are poised to continue the 
resurgence this fall.

Seniors Anna Caniglia (left) and Carly Peetz (right), celebrate a goal last season. The 
duo has started every game on the backline over the past three seasons.


