
Season Outlook



24

Alphabetical Roster
 No. Name Ht. Yr.	P os.	B /T Hometown (High School/Previous School)
 77 Banda, Gabby 5-5 Fr.	 INF	 R/R Angleton, Texas (Angleton)
 20 Barrett, Whitney*** 5-4 Sr.	 INF	 R/R Wetumpka, Ala. (Wetumpka)
 6 Brechtel, Julie** 5-5 Jr.	 INF	 L/R Fullerton, Calif. (Sunny Hills)
 9 Drake, Madison* 5-10 So.	 OF	 R/R Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest)
 2 Foland, Heidi** 5-7 Jr.	 INF	 R/R Grand Island, Neb. (Grand Island)
 7 Gay, Jamie* 5-4 So.	 INF	 R/R Beatrice, Neb. (Beatrice)
 22 Gonzalez, Crystal* 5-2 Jr.	 OF	 L/R Pomona, Calif. (Diamond Bar)
 5 Guile, Ashley* 5-9 So.	 C	 L/R Olathe, Kan. (East)
 8 Hagemann, Ashley* 6-0 So.	 RHP	 R/R Elkhorn, Neb. (Elkhorn)
 55 Haget, Nikki* 5-6 So.	 OF	 L/R Elkhorn, Neb. (Elkhorn)
 25 Hupp, Alex*** 5-6 Sr.	 RHP/OF	 R/R Olathe, Kan. (East)
 19 Mackin, Robin 5-6 Jr.	 RHP	 R/R Newmarket, Ontario (Newmarket/Fresno State)
 4 Scott, Keela 5-7 Fr.	 INF	 R/R Liberty, Mo. (Liberty)
 00 Southworth, Megan 5-4 Fr.	 C/OF	 R/R Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista)
 18 Thomason, Brooke 5-8 Fr.	 OF	 L/R Overland Park, Kan. (Blue Valley Northwest)
 23 Tyson, Tori** 5-9 Jr.	 OF	 L/R Corona, Calif. (Corona)
 52 Wright, Kirby* 5-8 So.	 C	 R/R Cortlandt Manor, N.Y. (Hendrick Hudson)

numerical Roster
 No. Name Ht. Yr.	P os.	B /T Hometown (High School/Previous School)
 00 Megan Southworth 5-4 Fr.	 C/OF	 R/R Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista)
 2 Heidi Foland** 5-7 Jr.	 INF	 R/R Grand Island, Neb. (Grand Island)
 4 Keela Scott 5-7 Fr.	 INF	 R/R Liberty, Mo. (Liberty)
 5 Ashley Guile* 5-9 So.	 C	 L/R Olathe, Kan. (East)
 6 Julie Brechtel** 5-5 Jr.	 INF	 L/R Fullerton, Calif. (Sunny Hills)
 7 Jamie Gay* 5-4 So.	 INF	 R/R Beatrice, Neb. (Beatrice)
 8 Ashley Hagemann* 6-0 So.	 RHP	 R/R Elkhorn, Neb. (Elkhorn)
 9 Madison Drake* 5-10 So.	 OF	 R/R Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest)
 18 Brooke Thomason 5-8 Fr.	 OF	 L/R Overland Park, Kan. (Blue Valley Northwest)
 19 Robin Mackin 5-6 Jr.	 RHP	 R/R Newmarket, Ontario (Newmarket/Fresno State)
 20 Whitney Barrett*** 5-4 Sr.	 INF	 R/R Wetumpka, Ala. (Wetumpka)
 22 Crystal Gonzalez* 5-2 Jr.	 OF	 L/R Pomona, Calif. (Diamond Bar)
 23 Tori Tyson** 5-9 Jr.	 OF	 L/R Corona, Calif. (Corona)
 25 Alex Hupp*** 5-6 Sr.	 RHP/OF	 R/R Olathe, Kan. (East)
 52 Kirby Wright* 5-8 So.	 C	 R/R Cortlandt Manor, N.Y. (Hendrick Hudson)
 55 Nikki Haget* 5-6 So.	 OF	 L/R Elkhorn, Neb. (Elkhorn)
 77 Gabby Banda 5-5 Fr.	 INF	 R/R Angleton, Texas (Angleton)

 *denotes number of letters earned

coaching staff
Head Coach: Rhonda Revelle (18th year)
 » 658-358 career record in 18 seasons
 » 650-342 record at Nebraska in 17 seasons
Associate Head Coach: Lori Sippel (21st year)
Assistant Coach: Diane Miller (Second year)
Volunteer Coach: Sheena Lawrick (First year)

pronunciation guide
Julie Brechtel............................................................. breck-TELL
Heidi Foland..................................................................FOLE-und
Ashley Guile....................................................................GUY-ole
Ashley Hagemann...............................................HAH-guh-munn
Rhonda Revelle..............................................................ruh-VELL
Keela Scott...................................................................... KEY-luh

career honors
Julie Brechtel
» All-Big 12 Championship Team (2009)
» Big 12 Player of the Week (March 16, 2009)

Heidi Foland
» Big 12 Player of the Week (May 3, 2008)

Ashley Hagemann
» Big 12 Co-Pitcher of the Week (Feb. 10, 2009)

Robin Mackin*
» 2008 Beijing Olympian (Team Canada - Fourth place)
» NFCA Third-Team All-American (2007)
» CoSIDA Third-Team Academic All-American (2007)
» Two-Time First-Team All-West Region (2006 & 2007)
» Two-Time First-Team All-WAC (2006 & 2007)
» Two-Time WAC All-Tournament Team (2006 & 2007)
» WAC Tournament MVP (2007)
» WAC Pitcher of the Year (2006)
» WAC Freshman of the Year (2006)
» Eight-Time WAC Pitcher of the Week (3 in 2007; 5 in 2006)
» WAC Hitter of the Week (May 8, 2006)
 *includes awards at Fresno State in 2006 and 2007

2010 nebraska roster & breakdown

husker career statistics
Batting
Player Avg. G-GS AB R H 2B	 3B HR  RBI TB	SLG %	BB	HBP   SO OB% SF SH SB/ATT PO	 A E FLD%
Ashley Hagemann .286 7-5 14 1 4 0	 0 0 0 4	 .286	 1	 0 5 .333 0 0 1/1 2	 11 0 1.000
Robin Mackin* .279 115-113 340 41 95 13	 1 8 60 134	 .394	 36	 6 55 .359 3 4 1/1 17	 113 5 .963
Julie Brechtel .268 106-105 261 40 70 11	 0 6 44 99	 .379	 41	 14 47 .391 4 7 6/7 200	 171 12 .969
Ashley Guile .250 51-50 136 9 34 6	 0 1 18 43	 .316	 25	 5 22 .383 1 0 2/2 152	 26 2 .989
Heidi Foland .231 102-94 242 36 56 11	 1 6 31 87	 .360	 20	 7 40 .306 2 8 19/20 105	 183 30 .906
Crystal Gonzalez .211 33-23 57 6 12 0	 0 0 0 12	 .211	 3	 0 8 .250 0 6 5/5 16	 2 2 .900
Whitney Barrett .201 144-137 314 44 63 4	 2 1 29 74	 .236	 39	 7 79 .302 1 9 11/16 203	 229 24 .947
Jamie Gay .196 33-15 51 10 10 3	 0 1 5 16	 .314	 1	 2 7 .236 1 1 0/0 17	 49 4 .943
Alex Hupp .136 103-59 169 21 23 7	 0 3 19 39	 .231	 14	 7 58 .228 3 5 3/4 22	 33 1 .982
Kirby Wright .000 8-3 9 0 0 0	 0 0 1 0	 .000	 3	 0 4 .321 1 0 0/0 19	 4 0 1.000
Madison Drake .000 16-0 1 7 0 0	 0 0 0 0	 .000	 0	 0 1 .000 0 0 1/1 0	 0 0 .000
Tori Tyson .000 3-0 1 1 0 0	 0 0 0 0	 .000	 0	 0 0 .000 0 0 0/0 1	 13 2 .875
Nikki Haget .000 27-0 0 11 0 0	 0 0 0 0	 .000	 0	 0 0 .000 0 0 2/3 0	 0 0 .000
Totals .226 748-604 1,622 227 367 55	 4 26 207 508	 .313	 183	 48 326 .323 16 40 51/60 754	 834 82 .951

Pitching 
Player	E RA	 W-L	 App.	GS	CG	SHO   /CO	S V	IP	H	   R	E R	BB	SO	   2B	 3B	H R	BF	  Avg.	 WP HBP
Robin Mackin*	 1.44	 64-25	 103	 85	 74	 27/1	 5	 586.2	 389	 154	 121	 217	 772	 16	 3	 15	 2,172	 .186	 45 31
Alex Hupp	 2.84	 13-8	 43	 25	 13	 6/0	 2	 167.2	 160	 82	 68	 76	 149	 29	 2	 21	 745	 .252	 7 8
Ashley Hagemann	 3.07	 6-4	 22	 12	 3	 1/1	 0	 70.2	 49	 31	 31	 33	 97	 13	 0	 12	 298	 .189	 3 2
Tori Tyson	 5.38	 3-3	 17	 6	 2	 0/0	 0	 39.0	 55	 40	 30	 26	 10	 13	 0	 6	 199	 .325	 3 2
Totals	 2.03	 86-40	 185	 128	 92	 34/2	 7	 864.0	 653	 307	 250	 352	 1,028	 71	 5	 54	 3,414	 .220	 58 43

 *Mackin's totals include her two seasons at Fresno State (2006 and 2007)
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Gabby Banda

2010 husker hometowns

Crystal Gonzalez

Whitney Barrett

Ashley Guile

Keela Scott

Julie Brechtel

Ashley Hagemann

Megan Southworth

Madison Drake

Nikki Haget

Brooke Thomason

Heidi Foland

Alex Hupp

Tori Tyson

Jamie Gay

Robin Mackin

Kirby Wright

Ashley Hagemann
Nikki Haget
Elkhorn Neb.

Megan Southworth
Papillion, Neb.

Whitney Barrett
Wetumpka, Ala.

Keela Scott
Liberty, Mo.

Madison Drake
Lincoln, Neb.

Heidi Foland
Grand Island, Neb.

Julie Brechtel
Fullerton, Calif.

Crystal Gonzalez
Pomona, Calif.

Tori Tyson
Corona, Calif.
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Jamie Gay
Beatrice, Neb.

Kirby Wright
Cortlandt Manor, N.Y.

Robin Mackin
Newmarket, Ontario

.

.

.

.

Gabby Banda
Angleton, Texas

Ashley Guile
Alex Hupp
Olathe, Kan.

Brooke Thomason
Overland Park, Kan.

.
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Day 	D ate	O pponent	L ocation	T ime	 Radio
Thursday	 Feb. 11	 at New Mexico State (DH)	 Las Cruces, N.M.	 5 & 7 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Hotel Encanto Tournament (hosted by New Mexico State)
Friday	 Feb. 12	 vs. Texas-San Antonio	 Las Cruces, N.M.	 3 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Saturday	 Feb. 13	 vs. UTEP	 Las Cruces, N.M.	 11 a.m.	 Huskers.com
Saturday	 Feb. 13	 vs. Colorado State	 Las Cruces, N.M.	 1 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Sunday	 Feb. 14	 vs. Penn State	 Las Cruces, N.M.	 10 a.m.	 Huskers.com

Tiger Invitational (hosted by Auburn)
Friday	 Feb. 19	 vs. Central Michigan	 Auburn, Ala.	 10 a.m.	 Huskers.com
Friday	 Feb. 19	 vs. Central Michigan	 Auburn, Ala.	 12:30 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Saturday	 Feb. 20	 vs. SIU-Edwardsville	 Auburn, Ala.	 10 a.m.	 Huskers.com
Saturday	 Feb. 20	 at Auburn	 Auburn, Ala.	 12:30 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Sunday	 Feb. 21	 vs. Ohio	 Auburn, Ala.	 9 a.m.	 Huskers.com

NFCA Leadoff Classic (hosted by the National Fastpitch Coaches Association)
Friday	 Feb. 26	 vs. Arkansas	 Columbus, Ga.	 10 a.m.	 Huskers.com
Friday	 Feb. 26	 vs. Georgia Tech	 Columbus, Ga.	 5:30 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Saturday	 Feb. 27	 vs. Central Florida	 Columbus, Ga.	 12:30 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Saturday	 Feb. 27	 vs. Alabama	 Columbus, Ga.	 3 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Sunday	 Feb. 28	 vs. Virginia Tech	 Columbus, Ga.	 11:30 a.m.	 Huskers.com

Embassy Suites Festival (hosted by Tulsa)
Friday	 March 5	 at Tulsa	 Tulsa, Okla.	 5 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Saturday	 March 6	 vs. North Dakota	 Tulsa, Okla.	 3 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Saturday	 March 6	 at Tulsa	 Tulsa, Okla.	 5 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Sunday	 March 7	 vs. North Dakota	 Tulsa, Okla.	 9 a.m.	 Huskers.com
Sunday	 March 7	 at Tulsa	 Tulsa, Okla.	 1 p.m.	 Huskers.com

Diamond Devil Invitational (hosted by Arizona State)
Friday	 March 12	 vs. Pacific	 Tempe, Ariz.	 1 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Friday	 March 12	 vs. BYU	 Tempe, Ariz.	 3:30 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Saturday	 March 13	 vs. Pacific	 Tempe, Ariz.	 1:30 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Saturday	 March 13	 at Arizona State	 Tempe, Ariz.	 6 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Sunday	 March 14	 at Arizona State	 Tempe, Ariz.	 2 p.m.	 Huskers.com

Wednesday	M arch 17	S outh Dakota (DH)	B owlin Stadium	 3 & 5 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Wednesday	M arch 24	 Wisconsin (DH)	B owlin Stadium	 3 & 5 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Saturday	 March 27	 at Texas*	 Austin, Texas	 1 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Sunday	 March 28	 at Texas*	 Austin, Texas	 Noon	 Huskers.com

Tuesday	M arch 30	D rake (DH)	B owlin Stadium	 3 & 5 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Wednesday	M arch 31	S outh Dakota State (DH)	B owlin Stadium	 3 & 5 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Friday	 April 2	T exas A&M*	B owlin Stadium	 5 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Saturday	 April 3	T exas A&M*	B owlin Stadium	 11 a.m.	 Huskers.com

Wednesday	 April 7	 at Creighton	 Omaha, Neb.	 6 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Saturday	 April 10	 at Texas Tech*	 Lubbock, Texas	 2 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Sunday	 April 11	 at Texas Tech*	 Lubbock, Texas	 Noon	 Huskers.com

Wednesday	 April 14	 at Kansas*	 Lawrence, Kan.	 5 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Thursday	 April 15	 at Iowa State*	 Ames, Iowa	 4 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Saturday	 April 17	B aylor*	B owlin Stadium	 3 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Sunday	 April 18	B aylor*	B owlin Stadium	 Noon	 Huskers.com
Tuesday	 April 20	I owa State*	B owlin Stadium	 6 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Thursday	 April 22	K ansas*	B owlin Stadium	 5 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Saturday	 April 24	O klahoma*	B owlin Stadium	 2 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Sunday	 April 25	O klahoma*	B owlin Stadium	 Noon	 Huskers.com
Tuesday	 April 27	 Northern Iowa	B owlin Stadium	 6 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Wednesday	 April 28	C reighton	B owlin Stadium	 6 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Saturday	 May 1	 at Oklahoma State*	 Stillwater, Okla.	 2 p.m.	 Huskers.com
Sunday	 May 2	 at Oklahoma State*	 Stillwater, Okla.	 Noon	 Huskers.com

Saturday	M ay 8	M issouri*	B owlin Stadium	 Noon	 Huskers.com
Sunday	M ay 9	M issouri*	B owlin Stadium	 Noon	 Huskers.com
Fri.-Sun.	 May 14-16	 at Big 12 Championship	 Oklahoma City, Okla.	 TBA	 Huskers.com

Fri.-Sun.	 May 21-23	 NCAA Regional	 Campus Sites	 TBA	 Huskers.com
Fri.-Sun.	 May 28-30	 NCAA Super Regional	 Campus Sites	 TBA	 Huskers.com
Thurs.-Wed.	 June 3-9	 World Series	 Oklahoma City, Okla.	 TBA	 Huskers.com

*Big 12 Conference game
All times Central and subject to change. Please visit Huskers.com for an updated schedule prior to leaving for a game. 
Every game in 2010 can be heard for free worldwide on Huskers.com, courtesy of the Husker Sports Network.

SCHEDULE NOTES
» NU is scheduled to play 55 regular-season games in 
2010, one fewer than the NCAA limit of 56 games. The 
Huskers are scheduled to play 20 contests at Bowlin 
Stadium, 18 games at a neutral site and 17 away games. 
Nebraska's 17 true road games are the most since the 
Huskers played 25 away games in 1994.

» Of the Huskers' 55 regular-season games, 22 will 
be against teams that qualified for the 2009 NCAA 
Tournament. Of those 22 games against postseason 
teams, 10 will be played on the road, eight at Bowlin 
Stadium and four at a neutral site.

» Among the 22 games Nebraska will play against 2009 
NCAA Tournament participants are seven games against 
regional champions and five contests against teams that 
advanced to the Women's College World Series.

» In a challenging stretch, Nebraska will play 10 of 17 
games against NCAA Tournament teams - all on the road 
or at a neutral site - beginning on March 20 at Auburn and 
ending with two games at World Series qualifier Arizona 
State on March 13 and 14. 

» The Huskers close the regular season with a similarly 
challenging schedule. Eight of NU's final 12 games 
come against 2009 NCAA Tournament teams, including 
four games against teams that won an NCAA Regional 
and two games versus Women's College World Series 
participant Missouri.

» Nebraska is scheduled to play 10 games against teams 
that ended the 2009 season ranked in the top 20 of the 
USA Today/NFCA Coaches poll. Included in that total 
are five games against top-10 teams and eight contests 
against top-15 foes. 

» Nebraska's home schedule features several highlights. 
Among the 20 games are eight games against 2009 
NCAA Tournament teams and six games against teams 
that ended last season ranked among the top 15. Three 
of the four teams that finished ahead of Nebraska in the 
final 2009 Big 12 standings visit Bowlin Stadium in 2010, 
as well as the league champions in each of the last three 
seasons (Baylor, Texas A&M and Oklahoma).

» When Wisconsin visits Bowlin Stadium for a March 24 
doubleheader, it will mark the first time in the NCAA era 
(1982-present) that the Huskers have played a regular-
season home game against a Big Ten opponent.

» The Big 12 Championship will be in Oklahoma City for 
the 15th straight season. Nebraska has made it to the 
championship game a league-high seven times, winning 
titles in 1998, 2000 and 2004.

» The Women's College World Series will be held in 
Oklahoma City for the 13th straight year and the 19th 
time overall. The 2010 season will mark the sixth year 
the championship will be decided in a three-game series, 
instead of one winner-take-all game. Nebraska ranks 
seventh nationally with seven all-time appearances in 
the Women's College World Series. The Huskers' last 
trip came in 2002.

2010 nebraska schedule & notes
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Hotel Encanto Invitational
Hotel Encanto
705 South Telshor Blvd.
Las Cruces, NM 88011
(575) 522-4300
Depart: Wednesday, Feb. 10
Return: Sunday, Feb. 14

Tiger Invitational
Sleep Inn & Suites
135 Spirit Drive
Auburn, AL 36832
(334) 501-7171
Depart: Thursday, Feb. 18
Return: Sunday, Feb. 21

NFCA Leadoff Classic
Holiday Inn Express
7336 Bear Lane
Columbus, GA 31909
(706) 507-7200
Depart: Thursday, Feb. 25
Return: Sunday, Feb. 28

Embassy Suites Festival
Embassy Suites
3332 South 79th East Avenue
Tulsa, OK 74145
(918) 622-4000
Depart: Thursday, March 4
Return: Sunday, March 7

Diamond Devil Invitational
Country Inn & Suites
808 N. Scottsdale Road
Tempe, AZ 85281
(480) 858-9898
Depart: Thursday, March 11
Return: Sunday, March 14

Texas
Embassy Suites
5901 N. IH-35
Austin, TX 78723
(512) 454-8004
Depart: Friday, March 26
Return: Sunday, March 28

Texas Tech
Embassy Suites
5215 South Loop 289
Lubbock, TX 79424
(806) 771-7000
Depart: Friday, April 9
Return: Sunday, April 11

Kansas
Hampton Inn
2300 W. 6th Street
Lawrence, KS 66049
(785) 841-4994
Depart: Tuesday, April 13
Depart: Wednesday, April 14*
*depart for Ames, Iowa

Iowa State
Gateway Center
2100 Green Hills Drive
Ames, IA 50014
(515) 292-8600
Arrive: Wednesday, April 14
Depart: Thursday, April 15

Oklahoma State
Hampton Inn
717 E. Hall of Fame
Stillwater, OK 74075
(405) 743-1306
Depart: Friday, April 30
Return: Sunday, May 2

Big 12 Championship
Oklahoma City Marriott
3233 Northwest Expressway
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
(405) 842-6633
Depart: Wednesday, May 12
Return: Sunday, May 16

Distance From Lincoln To....
Las Cruces, N.M.
» One-Way: 808 miles	 » Roundtrip: 1,616 miles

Auburn, Ala.
» One-Way: 841 miles	 » Roundtrip: 1,682 miles

Columbus, Ga.
» One-Way: 986 miles	 » Roundtrip: 1,972 miles

Tulsa, Okla.
» One-Way: 326 miles	 » Roundtrip: 652 miles

Tempe, Ariz.
» One-Way: 1,370 miles	 » Roundtrip: 2,740 miles

Austin, Texas
» One-Way: 727 miles	 » Roundtrip: 1,454 miles

Omaha, Neb.
» One-Way: 48 miles	 » Roundtrip: 96 miles

Lubbock, Texas
» One-Way: 575 miles	 » Roundtrip: 1,150 miles

Lawrence, Kan.
» One-Way: 191 miles	 » Roundtrip: 382 miles

Ames, Iowa
» One-Way: 228 miles	 » Roundtrip: 456 miles

Stillwater, Okla.
» One-Way: 324 miles	 » Roundtrip: 648 miles

Oklahoma City, Okla.
» One-Way: 435 miles	 » Roundtrip: 870 miles

.

..
.

.

.
.

.

.

.

.

.

Creighton
Omaha, Neb.
April 7

Hotel Encanto Invitational
Las Cruces, N.M.
Feb. 11-14

NFCA Leadoff Classic
Columbus, Ga.
Feb. 26-28

Embassy Suites Festival
Tulsa, Okla.
March 5-7

Diamond Devil Invitational
Tempe, Ariz.
March 12-14

Texas
Austin, Texas
March 27 & 28

Texas Tech
Lubbock, Texas
April 10 & 11

Kansas
Lawrence, Kan.
April 14

Iowa State
Ames, Iowa
April 15

Oklahoma State
Stillwater, Okla.
May 1 & 2

Big 12 Championship
Oklahoma City, Okla.
May 14-16

Tiger Invitational
Auburn, Ala.
Feb. 19-21

2010 husker travel destinations
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A casual observer of Nebraska softball might look at the 2010 season as a rebuilding year for 
the Huskers. It's easy to see why, as Nebraska is faced with the daunting challenge of replacing 
the largest senior class in program history, one that combined for more than 1,000 starts and 10 
All-Big 12 awards over the last four seasons. 

Replacing a senior class that included seven starters and four All-Big 12 selections from 
last year’s NCAA Tournament team may be reason to temper expectations for 2010. But not at 
Nebraska, a tradition-rich program determined to return to its status among the sport’s elite.

“I think it’s an exciting thing,” Head Coach Rhonda Revelle said of replacing the departed 
senior class. “The junior class got a taste of the postseason last year and now they really 
believe they can take this team farther. The sophomores see opportunities to make an impact 
this year after kind of realizing they had to wait their turn last year with so many seniors. And 
the freshmen always come in anxious to compete. 

“We have more competition overall this season and that will benefit us.” 
What will also benefit the Huskers is the return of injured players.
“We had a good group of talent that was unable to play last season due to injuries,” Revelle 

said. “They have a lot of experience and there was a lot of talent sitting in the dugout last year.”
The return of that talent should boost a roster that includes a nice mix of returning veterans 

and talented underclassmen. But even with the return of the injured players, is it realistic for 
Nebraska to expect similar - or even better - results than last season?

Revelle certainly believes so and she has a message for those who believe this preseason 
optimism may be nothing more than coach-speak.

“Pitching can do tremendous things in this game and you need to look at our staff first,” 
Revelle said. “I really feel like if we’re healthy, we’ll have as good of a pitching staff as any 
team in the conference.”

That’s a bold statement, considering Nebraska finished second in the Big 12 in ERA last 
season behind first-team All-Big 12 hurler Molly Hill, who threw more than 71 percent of the 
staff’s total innings, including more than 91 percent during conference play. With Hill lost 
to graduation, Nebraska will be counting on a healthy return from junior right-hander Robin 
Mackin and more consistency from sophomore right-hander Ashley Hagemann.

Mackin established herself as one of the premiere pitchers in the game during her two-
year career at Fresno State, which culminated with third-team All-America honors in 2007. But 
Mackin has yet to start a Division I game since that season. 

After taking the 2008 season off in preparations for her Olympic debut with Team Canada, 
Mackin underwent shoulder surgery last March in her first season at Nebraska and has worked 
her way back. If healthy, Mackin will give the Huskers a poised and talented veteran in the 
circle, as she is one of only two Division I pitchers with Olympic experience and one of only 13 
returning All-America pitchers.

“Robin has gotten herself into excellent pitching shape and we think she’s healthy and ready 
to go,” Revelle said. “She threw well and did a lot of great things in the fall, even though she 
still wasn’t completely healthy. She has a great poise in the circle and brings a tremendous 
presence to our whole team when she’s got the ball."

While Mackin’s ability to return to her All-America form is a key this season, so is the 
continued development of Hagemann, who showed flashes of dominance as a freshman. 
Hagemann ranked second in the conference in strikeouts per seven innings (9.61) and second in 
opponent batting average (.189) last year.

“We’ve seen a lot of improvement out of Ashley,” Revelle said. “You can see it starting to 
click for her. She has a deeper understanding of what it takes to be a successful pitcher at this 
level. She had some good moments and did some things well last year, and she’s built off that 
to work on becoming more consistent.”

Revelle sees the potential for a breakout season from Hagemann, citing the tradition of 
dramatic improvement by Husker pitchers from their freshman to sophomore seasons. Over 
the last decade, Nebraska pitchers have lowered their ERA by an average of 0.99 from their 
freshman to sophomore seasons. Revelle believes Hagemann has the ability to follow in the 
footsteps of former Husker Ashley DeBuhr, who went from a 3.82 ERA as a freshman to a 1.84 
ERA during an All-Big 12 sophomore campaign.

With Mackin and Hagemann, the Huskers have the potential for a dominant duo in the 
circle, one Revelle believes can produce similar results to those of DeBuhr and Hill in 2007. 
That season, Nebraska ranked ninth nationally with a team ERA of 1.41 and the Huskers hosted 
an NCAA Regional despite an offense that scored the fewest runs of any Nebraska team in the 
last 16 years. 

The 2010 Huskers expect far more production out of this year’s lineup, especially as the 
hitters are more familiar with the system of second-year hitting coach Diane Miller.

“I see a little shift in our offensive philosophy,” Revelle said. “We have more expectations 
of being able to drive the ball. We’re not as fast and speedy, but we’re hitting the ball farther 
and harder. 

“It helps that we’re in the second year with Coach Miller. The players have really bought into 
her system and you can see they’re more comfortable with it."

Although the offense must replace seven of the top eight batting averages from last season, 
the Huskers return their top two power hitters. Like the pitching staff, the lineup will also be 
bolstered by the return of several key players. 

Mackin put up solid offensive numbers in her two seasons at Fresno State, batting .279 
with 13 doubles, eight home runs and 60 RBIs. Hagemann, who holds the Nebraska high school 
record for RBIs in a season, is also expected to contribute offensively after focusing on pitching 
last season, when she earned only 14 at bats and hit .286.

Sophomore Ashley Guile also returns from an elbow injury that kept her out of action last 
season. Guile posted the Huskers’ third-best on-base percentage and fourth-highest RBI total as 
a freshman in 2008. Junior Crystal Gonzalez is also back after missing all but four games over 
the last two seasons. Gonzalez's return gives the Huskers a speedy slap-hitting option as well 
as terrific defense in center field.

While the return of the injured players brings potential to the Husker lineup, Nebraska’s top 
returning hitter from last season is junior Julie Brechtel. In a breakout 2009 campaign, Brechtel 
batted .313, drew 25 walks and became the first Husker sophomore to slug .500 in a season 
since All-American Ali Viola in 1996. Brechtel also hit six home runs last season, tying for team-
high honors with classmate Heidi Foland, a two-year starter. 

Add in three-year starter Whitney Barrett, sophomore Jamie Gay, who emerged as a late-
season starter last year, and a talented freshman class and the Huskers appear to have the 
pieces necessary to continue the program’s return to national prominence.

“Our goal is to win the Big 12 and our dream would be going to the World Series,” Revelle 
said. “I hope one day soon our goal will be the World Series and we’re working to get the 
program back to that mindset.”

The pitching Staff
Nebraska plans to use a three-pitcher rotation this spring with all three hurlers having at 

least one season of experience. Junior right-hander Robin Mackin and sophomore right-hander 
Ashley Hagemann are expected to be the Huskers' primary pitchers, while senior right-hander 
Alex Hupp will also see time in the circle.

Mackin has the proven potential to be a game-changer for Nebraska, as she was an All-
American on the field and in the classroom as a sophomore at Fresno State in 2007. Mackin has 
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battled injuries over the last two years, as she has not made a Division I start since May of 2007 
and made just one appearance with the Huskers last season before undergoing season-ending 
shoulder surgery in March. 

When healthy, Mackin has shown the ability to be one of the most dominating pitchers in 
the game. In two years at Fresno State, Mackin posted a 64-25 record with a 1.45 ERA and 771 
strikeouts. She has also competed at the highest levels of international play, including making 
three appearances and posting a 2.10 ERA at the 2008 Olympics.

A hard thrower, Mackin appears to have worked her way back to health. Although less than 
100 percent, Mackin made four starts last fall, allowing only one run in 18.0 innings. She also 
added 28 strikeouts while holding opposing hitters to a paltry .105 average. 

Mackin's ability to return to full strength would be a major boost to the staff. To illustrate 
her dominant ability, consider how her statistics at Fresno State would rank in the Husker 
record books. Mackin's two-year totals as a Bulldog would leave her in impressive standing 
in the Nebraska career record book, including second in no-hitters, fifth in strikeouts, shutouts 
and complete games, seventh in victories and innings pitched, eighth in ERA and 10th in saves.

The Huskers have another powering force in the circle in Hagemann. Although she does not 
possess the experience of Mackin, Hagemann demonstrated periods of brilliance during her 
freshman season. Her ability to become more consistent after an offseason of maturity and 
development could give the Huskers a pair of dominating right-handers.

Hagemann was 6-4 last season with a 3.07 ERA, but hidden within the statistics are 
glimpses of her ability. She allowed only 49 hits in 70.2 innings to rank second among all Big 
12 pitchers with a .189 opponent batting average. Hagemann also posted 97 strikeouts to rank 
second among Big 12 pitchers with an average of 9.61 strikeouts per seven innings.

But there was a learning curve for Hagemann during her freshman season. More than half 
of the hits she allowed went for extra bases, including 12 home runs, which directly led to 20 
of the 31 runs she allowed (65 percent). During the offseason, Hagemann dedicated herself 
to becoming more consistent. She worked extensively with Husker pitching coach Lori Sippel 
on developing and locating her pitches, as well as deepening her understanding of the mental 
aspects of pitching, including working the count.

Her work began to pay dividends during the fall season, when Hagemann posted a 1.08 ERA 
in a team-high 26.0 innings. She also added 40 strikeouts while posting a strikeout-to-walk 
ratio of nearly 4-to-1, in addition to holding hitters to a .125 average.

Hupp will be the Huskers' third option in the circle. She owns a 13-8 career record with a 
2.84 ERA in 167.2 innings. Hupp posted her best statistical season last year in a similar role to 
what she is expected to play this season. Hupp went 2-0 in 2009 with a 1.65 ERA and posted 
one shutout in her two starts, while allowing only 10 hits on the season.

With her contrasting style, Hupp is a nice complement to Mackin and Hagemann. In addition 
to her duties in the circle, Hupp will also compete for a starting spot in the outfield.

All three pitchers are expected to contribute offensively. Counting her two years at Fresno 
State, Mackin is the team's career offensive leader in nearly every statistical category, including 
hits (95), doubles (13), home runs (8) and RBIs (60). Her .279 career batting average is also tops 
among all players with at least 15 career at bats. Mackin could also serve as the Huskers' 
designated player when she's not pitching.

Hagemann saw limited action offensively last season as she primarily focused her efforts on 
pitching. She is expected to return to the lineup this season after going 4-for-14 as a freshman. 
During the fall, Hagemann went 6-for-13 (.462) with a double, a home run and three RBIs. She 
also drew one walk and did not strike out. 

Hupp is a career .136 hitter, but possesses solid power. Ten of her 23 career hits have gone 
for extra bases, including seven doubles and three home runs. She hit a career-best .219 last 
year, while producing four extra-base hits and eight RBIs in only 32 at bats.

The catchers
Two sophomores and a freshman will compete for the starting catcher position left open 

by the graduation of 2009 All-Big 12 selection Amanda Duran. Sophomore Ashley Guile, who 
missed all of 2009 with an elbow injury, is the frontrunner to be the Huskers' everyday catcher. 
Fellow sophomore Kirby Wright is expected to push Guile for playing time after serving as 
Nebraska's backup catcher last season. New to the mix is freshman Megan Southworth, who 
may have a hard time breaking into the catching rotation, although her bat is expected to earn 
her time in the lineup this season.

Guile saw time at catcher as a freshman in 2008, starting 25 games behind the plate. She 
then redshirted last season while continuing to rehab the elbow on her throwing arm following 
offseason surgery.

As a freshman, Guile's bat earned her 50 starts in the middle of the Husker lineup. Expected 
to be a middle-of-the-order hitter again in 2010, Guile batted .250 as a freshman but showed 
great plate discipline by drawing 25 walks, the most by a Husker freshman since All-American 
Jennifer Lizama walked 26 times in 1997. Defensively, Guile committed only one error at 
catcher, but threw out only 3-of-26 base stealers.

Wright is arguably the Huskers' top defensive catcher. She earned three starts behind the 
plate in 2009 and was perfect in 23 chances while throwing out both runners who attempted 
to steal against her. Offensively, Wright earned only nine at bats last season as she adjusted to 
Division I pitching. Although she did not record a hit, Wright displayed a disciplined approach, 
drawing three walks and recording one RBI on a sacrifice fly. Last fall, Wright went 2-for-7 at 
the plate with a double and a run scored.

Southworth comes to Nebraska after a stellar prep career at Papillion-LaVista High School, 
where she was a two-time state champion and a three-time all-state selection. Southworth is 
solid offensively and defensively. Over her final two high school seasons, Southworth hit nearly 
.450 with 21 doubles, five home runs and 56 RBIs. 

During the Huskers' fall season, Southworth went 4-for-10 at the plate with a pair of doubles 
and a team-high five walks. In addition to working at catcher, Southworth could also see time 
as the designated player or in the outfield.

The infield
Nebraska returns four infielders with starting experience, but the only loss on the infield is a 

big one, as four-time All-Big 12 selection Crystal Carwile started all but four games at first base 
over the past four seasons. The Huskers return their starting middle infielders from the past two 
seasons in senior shortstop Whitney Barrett and junior second baseman Julie Brechtel. Junior 
Heidi Foland and sophomore Jamie Gay also return, after the duo split time at third base last 
season. But even with both returning, freshman Gabby Banda is the frontrunner to start at third, 
while classmate Keela Scott will back up Brechtel at second base.

Barrett is a three-year starter on the infield, including starting at shortstop each of the 
past two seasons. Barrett has shown flashes of potential at the plate. She hit .247 in 2008 
and although that total dipped last season, Barrett still produced career-high totals of 20 runs 
scored, 12 RBIs, 18 walks and four stolen bases, while hitting her first career home run.

Nebraska's only letterwinner ever from Alabama, Barrett is best known for her defense. 
She boasts a .947 career fielding percentage, including a .951 mark last year at short. She was 
steady all season and committed only one error over the final 18 games of 2009.

Brechtel enters her third season as the Huskers' starting second baseman and teams with 
Barrett to give Nebraska one of the top middle infield defenses in the conference. Like Barrett, 
Brechtel is a solid defender, but Brechtel broke out at the plate in a big way in 2009.

En route to earning her first career Big 12 Player of the Week honor and a spot on the Big 12 
Championship all-tournament team, Brechtel proved to be one of the Huskers' most consistent 
hitters. Brechtel batted .313 in 2009 with seven doubles, six home runs and 28 RBIs. After 
hitting .220 with only four doubles as a freshman, Brechtel emerged to post the fourth-best 
slugging percentage by a sophomore in Husker history.

Brechtel also showed patience at the plate, coaxing 25 walks - the fifth-highest total ever by 
a Husker sophomore - en route to posting a .431 on-base percentage. Her continued emergence 
offensively, the experience gained in her 105 career starts and her versatility to be able to hit 
anywhere in the lineup are valuable assets for a relatively young Husker lineup. Defensively, 
she has committed only 12 errors in two seasons, including a 31-game errorless streak in 2009 
and a pair of 12-game stretches without an error in 2008.

At third base, Foland and Gay have combined to start all but three games at the position over 
the last two seasons. Even so, Banda has emerged as the likely starter as Gay has worked at 
both first and third base, while Foland has worked primarily at first base.

Robin Mackin
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A native of Grand Island, Neb., Foland is one of the Huskers' best athletes. She turned down 
Division II scholarship offers in basketball to walk on with the Nebraska softball team and her 
potential has shown up in a variety of ways on the diamond despite relative inexperience with 
the sport. Foland batted .252 as a freshman and showed increased power as a sophomore.

She recorded 13 extra-base hits in 2009, including tying Brechtel for team-high honors with 
six home runs. Foland's slugging percentage increased more than .100 and thanks to 11 walks 
and six hit-by-pitches, her on-base percentage was on par with her freshman season despite a 
dip in her batting average. Defensively, Foland owns a .906 career fielding percentage, but her 
athleticism could be a big asset at first base.

After seeing limited action early last season, Gay emerged to make 15 starts during her 
freshman campaign. She started 12 of the season's final 15 games, including 11 at third base. 
Although she finished the season with a .196 average, Gay flashed her power potential by 
homering once and adding three doubles as 40 percent of her hits went for extra bases.

Defensively, Gay posted a .943 fielding percentage but in Big 12 Conference play, Gay 
earned nine starts at third base and was perfect in 44 chances. With the emergence of Banda 
and an opening at first base, Gay is a likely candidate to compete for playing time at both first 
base and third base.

Banda enjoyed a terrific fall season and proved to be a natural at third base, making her the 
frontrunner to earn the starting job despite the returning experience of Foland and Gay. A quick 
and smooth fielder, Banda most impressed the Husker coaching staff with her glove work, but 
she also had bright spots at the plate.

A tough out, Banda hit .300 during the fall season, going 6-for-20 with a double and 
three RBIs. She also scored five runs and struck out only once. A natural athlete, Banda was 
a basketball and softball star for Angleton High School. The first Texas native to sign with 
Nebraska in the 17-year tenure of Head Coach Rhonda Revelle, Banda batted .412 with 46 runs 
scored, 10 doubles, five triples and 23 RBIs as a senior in high school while earning third-team 
all-state honors from the Texas Sports Writers Association.

Scott, another freshman, will back up Brechtel at second base while adjusting to the Division 
I level. Scott is also expected to be one of the Huskers' top pinch-runners and could see some 
action at the plate. During the fall season, Scott was 0-for-5 with a pair of walks offensively, 
while scoring five runs.

An intelligent student and athlete, Scott is the first Missouri native to ever sign with the 
Husker program. Despite missing her senior season at Liberty High School, Scott was a two-
time first-team all-district selection.

Sophomore Ashley Guile could also figure into the infield mix. Although she is expected to 
be Nebraska's starting catcher, Guile has some experience at first base and could move there 
when she's not catching in an effort to keep her bat in the lineup.

The outfield
After losing all three starting outfielders from 2009 - including two three-year starters and 

one two-year starter - the outfield promises to be the most competitive position for Nebraska 
in 2010. A slew of Huskers will compete for starting positions and playing time in the outfield 
and that competition is expected to continue into the tournament portion of NU's schedule.

Eight players are competing to replace the wealth of lost starting experience, including 
All-Big 12 performers Haley Long and Meghan Mullin. Six of those players have never started a 
game in the outfield, as only senior Alex Hupp and junior Crystal Gonzalez have starting outfield 
experience, but that experience came as freshmen in 2007 for both players.

Hupp started 19 games in left field in 2007 but spent the 2008 and 2009 seasons working 
primarily at pitcher. Hupp is expected to be the Huskers' No. 3 pitcher this season in addition to 
competing for a starting outfield spot, most likely in left or right field.

The most experienced outfielder on the Nebraska roster, Hupp is still relatively new to the 
position, but she brings big bat potential to the lineup. Although she is only a career .136 hitter, 
nearly half of her career hits have been for extra bases. She ranks fourth among all Huskers with 
seven career doubles and three career home runs, despite limited opportunities at the plate.

Gonzalez is the only other Husker with outfield experience, although she has been plagued 
by injuries. Nebraska's top defensive outfielder, Gonzalez appeared in 30 games as a freshman 
in 2007, earning 23 starts in center field. Her rookie season came to an abrupt end when she 
tore her ACL and missed the second half of the year. Gonzalez suffered two more ACL tears, 
causing her to miss the entire 2008 season and all but four games of the 2009 campaign.

When healthy, Gonzalez is a natural center fielder with good speed and a strong arm. 
Offensively, she has earned only 57 career at bats. She owns a career .211 average, but her 
versatility as a slap-hitter and speedy base runner could provide a boost to the Nebraska lineup.

Juniors Heidi Foland and Tori Tyson will also figure into the outfield mix. Foland has been the 
Huskers' starting third baseman the past two seasons, but could see time in the outfield with a 
lack of experience at the position and the emergence of freshman Gabby Banda at third base.

Foland got her first work in the outfield during the fall season and the move seemed natural 
for the talented athlete. She is expected to primarily work at first base this season, but could 
figure into the outfield mix as well. Offensively, Foland tied for the team lead with six home runs 
last season, while she is a career .231 hitter and has stolen 19 bases in 20 attempts.

Also making a switch to the outfield this season is Tyson, who appeared in 17 games as a 
pitcher over the last two years. Tyson is not expected to pitch this season, instead focusing her 
full-time attention on the outfield. With her pitching role, Tyson's offensive impact was limited 
to only one at bat and a pair of pinch-running appearances over the past two seasons.

Tyson is not only converting to a new position, but she is also working on becoming a hitter 
after primarily slapping before this season. With a renewed focus on her offensive skills, 
Tyson's versatility as a hitter and slapper could be a nice addition to the Husker lineup.

Competing for a starting outfield job among the sophomore class are Madison Drake and 
Nikki Haget. Both players entered the Husker program as infielders, before being moved to the 
outfield. Drake made the move to the outfield prior to last season, while Haget did not make the 
move until midway through her freshman campaign. 

Drake appeared in 16 contests in 2009, scoring seven runs as a pinch-runner and stealing 
one base. She pinch hit only once, but she showed potential at the plate during the Huskers' 
fall season. Drake went 5-for-10 last fall to post a team-best .500 batting average. She also 
doubled, drove in three runs and drew one walk.

Haget's role as the Huskers' top pinch-runner last season did not allow her to get any work 
defensively or at the plate. Despite an injury that kept her out of 20 straight games, Haget still 
pinch ran in 27 contests and scored 11 runs while stealing two bases in three attempts. During 
the fall season, Haget started six games and went 4-for-14 with six runs scored and a team-high 
five RBIs. She worked primarily in center field during the fall and as a slap-hitter, she is a natural 
fit for either the top or bottom of the Husker order.

The primary freshman in the mix is Brooke Thomason, who was considered to be a leading 
candidate for a season-opening starting job before undergoing surgery following the fall 
season. Thomason is expected to be healthy this season and will figure prominently into the 
outfield rotation, although she could be limited early in the year as she continues to return to 
full strength.

Thomason went 4-for-16 last fall with a pair of runs scored and three RBIs. She was perfect 
defensively in 11 chances. In her prep career at Blue Valley Northwest, Thomason earned first-
team all-state honors in Kansas' largest classification as a senior. She batted .507 as a senior, 
.470 as a junior and .527 as a sophomore, while finishing her career with a .498 average, 30 
doubles, 17 triples, seven home runs and 81 RBIs.

Fellow freshman Megan Southworth could also see time in the outfield in addition to 
working into the Huskers' three-catcher rotation. Southworth showed strong offensive potential 
in the fall and if her bat makes it hard to keep her off the field, she could land in the outfield.

Overall, competition for outfield playing time will be fierce this season and head coach 
Rhonda Revelle said a candidate's impact on the Husker lineup could be a major factor when 
penciling in the lineup.

Julie Brechtel


