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LEGENDS DIVISION
A respectful acknowledgement of the countless Olympians, All-Americans and coaching 

icons that have been a part of Big Ten athletics for more than 116 years.

LEADERS DIVISION
A hopeful and aspirational acknowledgment that we believe the college athletics 

experience helps to develop the characteristics that Big Ten student-athletes will need to 
become leaders for the rest of their lives - in their homes, jobs and in their communities.

Formed more than 116 years ago, the Big Ten Conference is an 
association of world-class academic institutions with shared values 
and goals. Since its inception in 1896, the pursuit and attainment 
of academic excellence has been the priority for every member 
institution. However, maintaining the conference’s status as one of 
the preeminent athletic conferences in the country also endures as 
an important component of the Big Ten student-athlete experience. 
Recognized as one of intercollegiate sports’ most successful 
undertakings, the Big Ten strives for success from its student-
athletes not only on the field and in the classroom, but around the 
world as well.

ACADEMICS
All Big Ten Universities have been granted Tier One Status by the 

Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, a distinction awarded to just over 
100 universities. Big Ten schools have produced more than 1,400 Academic All-Americans, 
more than any other conference, including 36 in the last academic year.  

The Big Ten leads all conferences with the highest number of ranked graduate school 
programs among the top 25 according to U.S. News and World Report in 2012. The Big 
Ten ranks first with 30 top-25 programs in the fields of law, medical (research and primary 
care), business, engineering and education.

SUCCESSFUL PROGRAMS
During the 2011-12 season, the Big Ten claimed seven team national championships, 

including titles for Illinois men’s gymnastics, Minnesota women’s ice hockey, Northwestern 
women’s lacrosse, Ohio State fencing and synchronized swimming, Penn State wrestling 
and Wisconsin men’s cross country.

The Big Ten led all conferences with national titles in 12 different NCAA-sponsored 
championships from 2002-03 to 2011-12. Over that time period, the Big Ten produced 
championships in cross country, fencing, golf, gymnastics, ice hockey, lacrosse, soccer, 
softball, tennis, track and field, volleyball and wrestling.

STUDENTͳATHLETE OPPORTUNITIES
Big Ten universities provide over $136 million in direct financial aid to nearly 10,000 

student-athletes, more than any conference.
The Big Ten sponsors 25 official conference sports, 12 for men and 13 for women. The 

26th conference sport, men’s ice hockey, will begin in 2013.

TELEVISION EXPOSURE
The Big Ten’s media agreements with CBS Sports, ABC/ESPN, FOX and the Big Ten 

Network (BTN) provide the conference with its greatest television exposure ever. Nearly 
1,000 Big Ten events are produced and distributed nationally on an annual basis.

In 2006, the Big Ten created the first national conference-owned television network, the 
BTN. It launched on Aug. 30, 2007, and now is in its sixth year of operation. BTN is in 51 
million homes in the United States and Canada, through agreements with more than 300 
cable, satellite and telco providers, and is available internationally in 20 countries.

ATTENDANCE
Big Ten fans are some of the nation’s most supportive, with more than 10 million patrons 

attending conference home contests during the 2011-12 seasons for football, men’s and 
women’s basketball and volleyball alone.

HONORING LEGENDS. BUILDING LEADERS.
The mission of the Big Ten Conference has always been to excel athletically without 

compromising the priority our member institutions assign to their academic standards 
and to their commitment to student academic success. We seek to celebrate the many 
accomplishments of Big Ten student-athletes while continuously reinforcing each of our 
member institutions’ high academic standards. Striking that important balance between 
academics and athletics is integral to the Big Ten’s identity, and the Big Ten’s “Honoring 
Legends. Building Leaders” campaign links directly to the Big Ten mission.
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BIG TEN CONFERENCE
BIG TEN CHAMPIONSHIP GAME

The second Big Ten Football Championship Game 
will be played on Dec. 1, 2012, at Lucas Oil Stadium in 
Indianapolis. The game will be televised to a national 
audience on FOX with kickoff set for 7 p.m. Central.

The game will match the winners of the Legends and 
Leaders Divisions, and the winner of the contest will be 
presented the Stagg-Paterno Championship Trophy. The 
winner of the game earns the conference's automatic 
berth into the Bowl Championship Series.

In 2011, the Big Ten Conference announced that Lucas 
Oil Stadium will host the first five football championship 
games through the 2015 season. Wisconsin won the 
inaugural game with a 42-39 win over Michigan State. 

While a member of the Big 12 Conference, Nebraska 
participated in the league title game six times, posting a 
2-4 record. Nebraska's six title game appearances were 
the second-most in the 15-year history of the Big 12 
Championship Game. Nebraska captured Big 12 crowns 
in 1997 and 1999, and was also the North Division 
representative in the game in 1996, 2006, 2009 and 2010.

Right: Lucas Oil Stadium will host the Big Ten Football 
Championship Game through the 2015 season. The facility 
hosted Super Bowl XLVI in February of 2012.

2012 BIG TEN CONFERENCE COMPOSITE SCHEDULE
Thursday, Aug. 30
Minnesota at UNLV

Friday, Aug. 31
Boise State at Michigan State

Saturday, Sept. 1
Western Michigan at Illinois
Indiana State at Indiana
Iowa vs. Northern Illinois
Michigan vs. Alabama
Southern Miss at Nebraska
Northwestern at Syracuse
Miami (Ohio) at Ohio State
Ohio at Penn State
Eastern Kentucky at Purdue
Northern Iowa at Wisconsin

Saturday, Sept. 8
Illinois at Arizona State
Indiana at Massachusetts
Iowa State at Iowa
Air Force at Michigan
Michigan State at Central 
Michigan
New Hampshire at Minnesota
Nebraska at UCLA

Vanderbilt at Northwestern
Central Florida at Ohio State
Penn State at Virginia
Purdue at Notre Dame
Wisconsin at Oregon State

Saturday, Sept. 15
Charleston Southern at Illinois
Ball State at Indiana
Northern Iowa at Iowa
Massachusetts at Michigan
Notre Dame at Michigan State
Western Michigan at Minnesota
Arkansas State at Nebraska
Boston College at Northwestern
California at Ohio State
Navy at Penn State
Eastern Michigan at Purdue
Utah State at Wisconsin

Saturday, Sept. 22
Louisiana Tech at Illinois
Central Michigan at Iowa
Michigan at Notre Dame
Eastern Michigan at Michigan State
Syracuse at Minnesota
Idaho State at Nebraska

South Dakota at Northwestern
UAB at Ohio State
Temple at Penn State
UTEP at Wisconsin

Saturday, Sept. 29
Penn State at Illinois
Indiana at Northwestern
Minnesota at Iowa
Ohio State at Michigan State
Wisconsin at Nebraska
Marshall at Purdue

Saturday, Oct. 6
Illinois at Wisconsin
Michigan State at Indiana
Michigan at Purdue
Nebraska at Ohio State
Northwestern at Penn State

Saturday, Oct. 13
Illinois at Michigan
Ohio State at Indiana
Iowa at Michigan State
Northwestern at Minnesota
Wisconsin at Purdue

Saturday, Oct. 20
Indiana at Navy
Penn State at Iowa
Michigan State at Michigan
Minnesota at Wisconsin
Nebraska at Northwestern
Purdue at Ohio State

Saturday, Oct. 27
Indiana at Illinois
Iowa at Northwestern
Michigan at Nebraska
Michigan State at Wisconsin
Purdue at Minnesota
Ohio State at Penn State

Saturday, Nov. 3
Illinois at Ohio State
Iowa at Indiana
Michigan at Minnesota
Nebraska at Michigan State
Penn State at Purdue

Saturday, Nov. 10
Minnesota at Illinois
Wisconsin at Indiana
Purdue at Iowa

Northwestern at Michigan
Penn State at Nebraska

Saturday, Nov. 17
Purdue at Illinois
Indiana at Penn State
Iowa at Michigan
Northwestern at Michigan State
Ohio State at Wisconsin
Minnesota at Nebraska

Friday, Nov. 23
Nebraska at Iowa

Saturday, Nov. 24
Illinois at Northwestern
Indiana at Purdue
Michigan at Ohio State
Michigan State at Minnesota
Wisconsin at Penn State

Saturday, Dec. 1
Big Ten Championship
(Lucas Oil Stadium - 
Indianapolis, Ind.)

2012 BIG TEN BOWL LINEUP
The Big Ten Conference has one of the nation's best bowl lineups including five games 

traditionally played on New Year's Day. The Big Ten Conference Champion participates in 
the Rose Bowl unless they are in the BCS National Championship Game. 

The Big Ten set a conference record by sending 10 teams to bowl games last season, 
more than any other conference. Big Ten teams won four bowls last season for the second 
time in three years and have won 10 bowls over the last three seasons, the Big Ten’s most 
bowl wins over a three-year span since 2002-04.

Above: The Big Ten champion annually represents the conference in the historic Rose Bowl 
Game, traditionally against the champion of the Pac-12 Conference. This year's Rose Bowl 
Game will be played on Tuesday, Jan. 1, 2013.

BIG TEN BOWL GAMES
» Rose Bowl (Jan. 1/ESPN)
» Capital One Bowl (Jan. 1/ESPN)
» Outback Bowl (Jan. 2/ABC)
» Gator Bowl (Jan. 1/ESPN2)
» Valley of the Sun Bowl 
 (Dec. 29/ESPN)
» Ticket City Bowl (Jan. 1/ESPNU)
» Meineke Car Care 

Bowl of Texas (Dec. 28/ESPN)
» LiƩ le Caesars 

Pizza Bowl (Dec. 26/ESPN)




