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Jan Bethea brings a strong resume as a collegiate 
assistant coach and director of operations to the 
Nebraska women's basketball staff.

Bethea, who completed her third season with the 
Huskers in 2012-13, coordinates Nebraska's scheduling 
and team travel, while also helping to lead team 
leadership and life skills activities off the court. She 
also monitors academic progress for the Husker players, 
while serving as a liaison to the Fastbreakers Booster 
Club and other areas within the athletic department.

"Jan brings great experience in administration, and 
she is a good fit for our program," Nebraska Coach 
Connie Yori said. "Her values and beliefs match ours, 
and she wants to help our student-athletes maximize 
their potential both on and off the court."

Bethea spent 2009-10 working in marketing and 
public relations, assisting with the development of "Play 
Through the Foul Team Building and Communication 
Workshops," a fun and interactive workshop designed 
to empower, enlighten and encourage effective 
interpersonal communication.

In 2008, Bethea played a key role in launching one 
of the most historically significant projects for the 
Women's Basketball Coaches Association, serving as 
the Manager of New Initiatives for the Kay Yow/WBCA 
Cancer Foundation. She also assisted in managing 
efforts for the Think Pink campaign. The initiative raised 
more than $1 million for cancer research with more 
than 1,100 colleges and universities participating in 
campaign efforts.

Bethea spent five seasons as the director of 
basketball operations at UNLV from 2000 to 2005. 

Her duties included game scheduling, team travel, 
coordinating tournaments, as well as community 
outreach activities. She was also the liaison for 
marketing, public relations and the booster club. She 
coordinated Meet The Lady Rebels Night, Lady Rebel 
Luncheons, and the annual 5K Run With The Lady 
Rebels, while also serving as Chairperson of the Minority 
Opportunity Committee for athletics.

"I am thrilled to be a part of the Nebraska program," 
Bethea said. "Coach Yori and her staff have done an 
excellent job with the program. Coach Yori has looked 
beyond competition in mentoring her players by 
emphasizing the importance of academics."

Following her five-year stint at UNLV, Bethea 
served as an assistant coach for two seasons at Cal 
State Northridge from 2005 to 2007. In addition to 
coordinating team travel, meals and practice schedules, 
Bethea also assisted with the program's budget, 
opponent scouting, game preparation and all aspects 
of on- and off-campus recruiting.

From 1999 to 2000, Bethea served as the WBCA 
Events Manager for the High School Girls All-America 
game. She was directly responsible for the planning, 
development and execution of the game, which 
featured 20 of the top high school seniors from across 
the country.

Prior to her role as an events manager, Bethea served 
as the events coordinator with the WBCA and also 
spent a year as the president of her own event planning 
company, Ultimate Events.

While completing her coursework at St. Augustine's 
College in Raleigh, N.C., Bethea was the acting Director 
of Intramurals and Assistant Academic Coordinator for 
the athletic department. She held the position until 
receiving her bachelor's degree in physical education 
in 1995.

In 1998, she earned her master's degree in sports 
administration from St. Thomas University in Miami, 
Fla., while working as an athletic academic monitor for 
student-athletes at the University of Miami.

Bethea is a native of Raleigh, N.C.

Bethea's Credentials
• Director of Operations, Nebraska (2010-Present)
• Play Through the Foul Team Building 
 & Communication Workshops (2008-10)
• Assistant Coach, Cal State Northridge (2005-07)
• Director of Operations, UNLV (2000-05)
• WBCA Events Manager, High School All-America Game 
 (1999-2000)

Jan
Bethea

Director of Operations
Fourth Season

St. Augustine's (1995)

Austin
Thoms

Administrative Assistant/Video Coordinator
Second Season
Taylor (2010)

Thoms' Credentials
• Administrative Assistant/Video Coordinator, Nebraska
 (2012-Present) 
• Graduate Assistant, Men's Basketball, Hawaii Pacific
 (2010-12) 
• Volunteer Assistant, Women's Basketball, IPFW (2009)

 Austin Thoms (pronounced TOMES) enters his 
second season with the Nebraska women's basketball 
staff as administrative assistant/video coordinator in 
2013-14.
 In his role at Nebraska, Thoms handles all aspects of 
team video, including filming of the Huskers' practices 
and games along with breakdown of opposing team 
video and video exchange. He also assists with various 
administrative duties in the women's basketball office, 
while also serving as Camp Director of Coach Connie 
Yori's Women's Basketball Camps.
 In his first season with the Huskers, Thoms helped NU 
to one of the best seasons in school history. Nebraska 
advanced to the NCAA Sweet 16 for the second time in 
the past four years, finishing with a 25-9 overall record 
and a 12-4 Big Ten mark. NU finished No. 16 in the final 
NCAA RPI, No. 16 in the final NCAA home attendance 
rankings and No. 18 in the final USA Today/Coaches Top 
25.
 "Austin is talented, energetic and has great potential 
both administratively and as a coach," Yori said. "He has 
an impressive skill set, and we think he will bring some 
great energy to our video breakdown and opponent 
scouting throughout the season."
 Thoms was a four-year letterman as a college 
basketball player, competing his first two seasons 
(2006-07, 2007-08) at Concordia in Seward, Neb., 

before spending his final two years at Taylor University 
in Upland, Ind.
 Thoms capped his collegiate career by capturing a 
spot on the 2010 NAIA Scholastic All-America team. 
He went on to earn his bachelor's degree in business 
management from Taylor in May of 2010.
 A native of Fort Wayne, Ind., Thoms previously 
worked as a volunteer assistant women's basketball 
coach at Indiana University-Purdue University-Fort 
Wayne during the summer of 2009.
 During the 2010-11 and 2011-12 seasons, Thoms 
was a graduate assistant men's basketball coach at 
Hawaii Pacific University in Honolulu. In addition to his 
on-court coaching responsibilities, Thoms served as a 
primary recruiter for the Midwest, along with Arizona, 
Utah and Colorado. He also assisted with scheduling.
 Thoms also conducted Hawaii Pacific's film exchange, 
while filming and breaking down practices and 
individual workouts.
 He also founded the Little Sharkies youth basketball 
program during his time in Honolulu.
 Thoms earned his master's degree in human 
resource management from Hawaii Pacific in May of 
2012.
 During the summer of 2012, Thoms served as 
the Camp Director of Coach Connie Yori's Women's 
Basketball Camps. He previously served as a camp 
counselor at Coach K's Duke Basketball Camp in 
the summer of 2009 and 2010. He was also a camp 
counselor at Taylor University's Basketball Camp in 
2008.
 Thoms, who is married to Kelli Ziegler, was born Nov. 
26, 1987.


