
 212009 nebraska cornhusker football  l  game day program

By Tyler DeBoer, Nebraska Media Relations
Barry Turner has made the most out of his second chance 

at a senior season. Turner, a freshman All-American in 2005 
for Nebraska, suffered a season-ending injury early last season, 
which was slated to be his last as a Husker. He’s come back at 
full strength this year while helping lead a nationally-renowned and 
rejuvenated Husker defense.

Turner was hurt in the second play of the second game last 
season, when a teammate rolled into his leg, breaking it and 
shattering his ankle. Turner thought it was just a sprain at first, 
but after trying to walk on it, he knew it was much worse. He had 
to take a medical redshirt and sat out the rest of the season trying 
to get back to full strength.

“It was really hard sitting out, especially since last year I felt 
like I could have contributed a lot,” Turner said. “I felt we were just 
a couple plays away last year from winning a few more games.”

It may have been a blessing in disguise, however, as Turner 
has brought leadership, knowledge of the defense and especially 
talent to what is considered one of the best defensive lines in the 
country. The defense as a whole has undoubtedly been Nebraska’s 
strength this year, ranking third in the nation in scoring defense 
entering tonight’s game.

It’s safe to say the Blackshirts have realized their potential 
as a unit, thanks in part to Turner and the rest of the defensive 
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Barry Turner is in his fifth and final 
season as a Husker. A freshman All-
American in 2005, Turner is back 
for his fifth year after receiving 
a medical hardship for a season-
ending injury in 2008. In his career, 
Turner has appeared in 50 games 
while totaling 14.0 sacks, just 
outside the NU top 10. Turner 
was born on Jan. 7, 1987. He is 
majoring in economics and is one 
of 11 Nebraska seniors expected 
to earn their degrees in December.

Senior Feature:  barry turner

“Barry’s a great leader, he’s a positive guy. He loves the game of football. He comes out to practice every day with a smile, he has fun 
out here. Very heady player, very smart. Barry is always talking to his teammates, and helping them, whether it’s with assignments or 
other things. He was hurt for a year, but he never lost track of his goals. He spent a lot of time next to me or next to Coach JP (John 
Papuchis). So he’s almost like a coach on the field, he really used that time wisely.”

coaches’ take: carl pelini

quick hitters
Favorite food?
Chicken stir fry.

Favorite video game?
Madden.

Madden 2010 team?
My favorite team, the Indianapolis 
Colts. 

Childhood idol?
Michael Jordan - everyone wanted 
to be like him.

Favorite Husker tradition?
The tunnel walk, by far. It’s 
unbelievable.

Kobe or LeBron?
Kobe - he’s got the rings.

line’s constant pressure and their ability to disrupt nearly every 
play. So what’s it like being a part of such a dominant defense?

“Not just the defense, but playing for the team, the Huskers, 
it’s unbelievable,” he said. “Being able to have a great coaching 
staff who knows what they’re doing is great. They train us well 
and prepare us well for each game.”

That coaching has turned Turner into more of a student of the 
game. While recovering from his injury last season, Turner spent 
his time hanging around the coaches, putting in mental reps, 
soaking up more of the playbook and learning the schemes not 
only for his position, but for other defensive positions as well.

“I’m more knowledgeable about understanding my defense 
better this year, and understanding what everybody else is 
supposed to do,” Turner said. “I can really help a lot of guys on 
the field if they’re confused about something.”

The Huskers have a shot at winning the Big 12 North title 
thanks in part to Turner and the efforts of the defense. After an 
up-and-down career and, coming into this season, doubts about 
the talent of the defense, Turner hopes that the results on the 
field have proved some of the critics wrong.

“In the locker room, we believe we can be the best. A lot of 
people doubted us, but we always kept the faith, and we knew 
what we potentially could be.”




