Nebraska vs. Northwestern (Nov. 5, 2011)

Northwestern Head Coach Pat Fitzgerald Postgame Quotes

Opening Statement

“Obviously a great program win for us to come on the road and probably put together our most complete game of
the year. It was not perfect, not a work of art. There are a lot of things we can correct, especially some turnovers
at inopportune times where we gave them really good field position. I'm proud of the way our seniors have stayed
the course throughout this year. It's been a tough six road games for us. Some things have happened well, some
things have happened negative, but they have been the ones that have led us through it as well as our captains and
our leadership council. The credit goes to those young men. There's a lot of guys to mention just from individual
playmaking. You go from Kain (Colter) to Jeremy (Ebert) to the play of our offensive line today and our defensive line
today that held them to 122 yards rushing. We thought we were going to have to control the line of scrimmage on both
sides to win, and | thought to run for 207 and hold them to 122 was something we needed to do. But Coach Pelini and
his staff have a great group of young men. They are very well-coached. We had to make a lot of adjustments early as
to how we were going to play them; we had never played them before. We had to find out what things were going to
be like and | thought our coaching staff did a tremendous job. Great in-game talk, great adjustments and a lot of the
credit goes to our young men for making the plays in the arena.”

On his thoughts on how Colter controlled the offense

"The sky is the limit for him and for his future. But more importantly he just stayed in the framework of the offense.
To take advantage of the clock, to do things that winning quarterbacks do. The first guy that goes up to him is Dan
Persa. So that's what we've got; we've got a football family. We've got guys that stand each other up on each other's
shoulders when guys are down. I'm proud of the way he played. To highlight him would minimize the play of our
offensive line and our wide receivers and our running backs. | thought it was a team effort today."

On going for it on fourth down on the final drive in the fourth quarter

"There's no question we lost momentum. | just felt like that was a time to go for the win. We talked about two things:
we wanted Bo to take his timeout, which if we don't get it, they are down one. He decided to let it go, so we're going to
take it down. Great talk by the offensive staff. We talked through about three different concepts. To go out there with
the first play and see what they were going to do was a great adjustment by Mick McCall. A great job by our offensive
guys, especially Kain going out there and being patient on the option play. And then just going down on the blocks. It
was a very physical game today. | thought it was one of the more physical games we've played. To come on the road
and get this kind of win was big."

On how the rush defense shut down Rex Burkhead

"We just fit right. We tackled better than we have all year. Last week we showed the guys eight plays that if we did
what we were supposed to do when we were supposed to do it, those big gains wouldn't have happened. We've been
doing a lot of teaching, a lot of coaching this year. Moreso on game-day than we have in my 15 years as a coach.
We've got a lot of young guys not just because of youth but because of experience and they are working to get better.
You work your tail off to make November significant 11 months of the year and we need to keep going one step at a
time."

On how critical Burkhead's fumble in the redzone was

"Any turnover in the redzone is critical. It's a game-changer. And we equalled it out by turning it over in the end zone.
So, like | said, there are a lot of things we can clean up but the guys came very focused. | thought we handled the
crowd well, we handled the noise well and a guy that doesn't get a lot of credit for that is our center. We have a redshirt-
freshman center, Brandon Vitable, playing in this kind of hostile environment. | didn't see a snapping infraction, didn't
see an offsides once today. | think that shows the focus of our guys."




