Nebraska Postgame Quotes vs. Northwestern ov. 5, 2011)
Head Coach Bo Pelini

On his thoughts on the game

"We got beat. It's that plain and simple. They outplayed us, they out coached us. What are you going to say? They
won the football game. They deserve it, | give Northwestern a lot of credit. We didn't respond. We did all the things
necessary to lose a football game: putting the ball on the ground, penalties. | told our guys all week, | said it all week
long, that this was a good football team, that we were going to be challenged and we had to be ready for the challenge.
We weren't. We didn't execute, we didn't play well enough to win. | give them all the credit in the world."

On if he saw a lack of focus this week
"No, | didn't. | saw a lack of focus out there today by the way we executed, putting the ball on the ground. At the end
of the day, you've got to make plays to win. They made the plays, we didn't. | give them credit."

On if this is part of the learning process
"Everything. Every week out is part of it. You're talking about a bunch of kids that are 18 to 22 years old. Every week
is a chance for them to learn and experiences you have. There's a lot to learn from today."

On what the difference in defensive execution between the first and second halves

"Making plays. We got beat. We blew a coverage, we played undisciplined. We had a couple opportunities to get off
the field and they run a little pivot route and get 35 yards on it. At the end of the day, you've got to make plays. You've
got to cover somebody and make the tackle. We had our opportunities. We didn't play well enough to win, period. You
want to talk about a team loss, that was a team loss. Every phase of the team, offense, defense and special teams
contributed to it."

On why NU had trouble stopping the run

"At the end, | thought our guys got tired. We were obviously undermanned up front. We're thin up front. Chase Rome
was out, couldn't play and | don't know, it just leaked. Like | said, we didn't tackle sharp there towards the end. They
were just getting the push. It looked like we'd have them stopped for no gain and it'd leak for three or four yards. We
called a number of different things to try and help our guys and it was just...l don't know. Like | said, sometimes in this
life it comes down to want-to. I'm not saying our guys didn't want to, but maybe they wanted it a little more than we did."

On if they were a tougher personnel match-up than Michigan State

"It's just a different style of offense, and | thought, at times today, they just beat us in coverage. There was a couple
things that we did that hurt ourselves, busting a leverage and some things like that. They just flat-out beat us in coverage
a couple times. They have a good offense. | have a lot of respect for their offense. They do a good job. Our offense
needed to come out and play today, keep us off the field. That didn't happen. That was the most disappointing thing in
the football game. Our offensive line and our offense and the running game, | thought that was a match up we needed
to win. That didn't happen. | don't know how many plays we played, but obviously that contributes to things defensively.
That's why | say it was a team loss. The things that needed to happen offensively to help us defensively didn't happen.
The special teams obviously giving up the long kickoff to start the third quarter didn't help us, and the things our defense
needed to do to rise up and help our offense didn't happen. That's why | say it was a team loss: everybody contributed
to it, and there's no pointing the fingers. Everybody who played in that game should point the thumb."

On if Taylor Martinez played one of his better games

"Taylor did some good things. | think there were some things he could've done better. | thought he had a couple
misreads in the zone-read game. | thought overall he seemed like he played a pretty good game. | don't know, | have
to look at the film. | don't think anybody played their best football."

On if he's confident that the team can come back in the next three games
"Yeah, | think we have a lot of character on our team. All you can do is do what you can do. We've got three games
left, we're going to try to win out and see what happens from there."




