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2012 NEBRASKA FOOTBALL OUTLOOK
OVERVIEW

Head Coach Bo Pelini’s fifth Nebraska team has an excellent mix of veteran talent and 
leadership, and an infusion of young talent and 

potential that should put the Huskers in a position 
to contend in their second year in the Big Ten 

Conference in 2012. 
After putting together a 9-4 record in its first 

season in the Big Ten, Nebraska has its eyes 
on representing the Legends Division in the 
Big Ten Championship Game in Indianapolis 
on Dec. 1. 

On offense, quarterback 
Taylor Martinez enters 

his third season 
as the starter, 

while I-back 
Rex Burkhead 
is one of the 
nation’s top 
returning 

runners. The Huskers also 
return ample experience at receiver, 

tight end and on the offensive line 
that should help NU put an explosive 
offensive attack on the field in 2012.

Despite the loss of three all-
conference players, Nebraska’s 
defense is among the deepest and 

most experienced of the Pelini era. 
Fifth-year seniors return at each level 

of the defense, led by a trio of three-
year starters in tackle Baker Steinkuhler, 
end Cameron Meredith and linebacker 

Will Compton.
The Huskers also figure to again 

field one of the nation’s best special 
teams units, led by the return of 

all-conference place-kicker/punter 
Brett Maher.
Nebraska will be tested throughout the 

2012 season. The Huskers open on Sept. 
1 against a Southern Miss team that won 12 

games last season. The Golden Eagles are the 
first of 10 opponents this fall that participated in a 

bowl game in 2011.

THE HUSKER OFFENSE
OFFENSIVE LINE
Returning LeƩ erwinners (Returning Starters in Bold)  
No. Name Pos. Yr. Ht. Wt. G/GS (career)
77 Seung Hoon Choi* OG Sr. 6-2 295 12/6
68 Jake CoƩ on* OG So. 6-6 295 3/0
72 JusƟ n Jackson* C Sr. 6-3 280 5/0
61 Spencer Long* OG Jr. 6-4 305 13/13
73 Tyler Moore* OT So. 6-6 305 9/4
62 Cole Pensick** C Jr. 6-2 275 9/0
76 Brent Qvale** OT Jr. 6-7 315 26/0
63 Andrew Rodriguez** OG/OT Jr. 6-6 325 13/7
71 Jeremiah Sirles** OT Jr. 6-6 310 26/14
79 Brandon Thompson** OG Sr. 6-6 300 20/0

» Nebraska must replace three veteran 
starters who graduated, but returns 
ample experience and versaƟ lity on the 
off ensive line, including fi ve players who 
have starƟ ng experience over the past 
two seasons.

» The Huskers return three off ensive 
guards who held down the starƟ ng 
spots last season and fi gure to make the 
posiƟ on a strength in 2012.

» Junior Spencer Long started every game 
at right guard in 2011, and earned 
second-team All-Big Ten honors. The 
walk-on emerged during spring ball 
last season and became arguably the 
Huskers’ most consistent lineman. Long 
is poised to contend for all-conference 
honors, as well as academic All-America 
honors in 2012.

» Korea naƟ ve Seung Hoon Choi split 
starƟ ng duƟ es at leŌ  guard last season 
and will be a leading contender to 
handle that role again this fall. Choi was 
one of three walk-ons who held down 
the interior of the NU line last fall.

» Junior Andrew Rodriguez fought through 
an injury-plagued 2011 season and 
split Ɵ me with Choi as NU’s starƟ ng leŌ  
guard. The 6-6, 325-pound Rodriguez 
worked at tackle for the majority of the 
spring and could be a contender for a starƟ ng spot at either guard or tackle this fall.

» The Huskers also return depth and experience at tackle. Junior Jeremiah Sirles started all 
14 games as a redshirt freshman in 2010, and was NU’s top reserve at the spot last year. 
Sophomore Tyler Moore was the fi rst true freshman off ensive linemen ever to start a 
season opener at NU last fall, and went on to start the season’s fi rst four games. Junior 
Brent Qvale has split Ɵ me between guard and tackle during his career, but focused at 
tackle this spring and should be a contender for signifi cant acƟ on. 

» Nebraska must replace two-year starter Mike Caputo at center, and a three-man race for the 
job will conƟ nue into the fall. Junior Cole Pensick is the most experienced player at the spot 
and had a slight edge coming out of spring camp. Senior JusƟ n Jackson has spent the majority 
of his career on the defensive line, but moved to off ensive line last year and will push Pensick, 
as will sophomore Mark Pelini, who added depth at the center spot a year ago.

» Senior Brandon Thompson has baƩ led injuries in the past couple years, but is a veteran 
guard who should add depth at that spot this fall. Sophomore Jake CoƩ on contributed at 
guard early last season, but suff ered a knee injury in early October that kept him out for 
the rest of the year. He is back to full strength and should contribute this season.

» Redshirt freshman Ryne Reeves was originally in the mix for Ɵ me at center, but has also 
seen Ɵ me at guard this spring and appears to have a bright future in front of him. Juniors 
Nick Ash, Brodrick Nickens and Brandon Chapek, sophomore Mike Moudy and redshirt 
freshmen Ryan Klachko, Givens Price and Zach Sterup are also among the group of players 
who could add depth this fall.

QUARTERBACKS
Returning LeƩ erwinners (Returning Starters in Bold)
No. Name Yr. Ht. Wt. G/GS
15 Brion Carnes* So. 6-1 200 3/0
3 Taylor MarƟ nez** Jr. 6-1 200 26/25

» Junior Taylor MarƟ nez returns to quarterback the Nebraska off ense aŌ er starƟ ng 25 of 27 games 
the past two years. MarƟ nez has produced two of the best dual-threat seasons in Nebraska 
school history, and is poised for an even more producƟ ve and effi  cient junior campaign.

» With two seasons remaining, MarƟ nez is in posiƟ on to challenge Nebraska records for 
career passing yards and career total off ense. He is also on pace to push for the Husker 
record for career rushing yards for a quarterback. 

» Sophomore Brion Carnes saw reserve acƟ on behind MarƟ nez in 2012 and is the favorite 
for the No. 2 job heading into fall camp aŌ er making good strides in the spring. 

WHAT RETURNS 
FOR THE 2012 HUSKERS...
OFFENSE
Category ..................... Pct. of 2011 Total
Rushing Yards .................................92.8%
Passing Yards ...................................100%
Receiving Yards...............................82.8%
Total Offense Yards ........................95.8%
All-Purpose Yards ...........................89.6%
Scoring ............................................88.9%

DEFENSE
Category ..................... Pct. of 2011 Total
Tackles ............................................62.1%
Tackles for Loss...............................65.6%
Sacks ...............................................64.3%
Interceptions ..................................40.0%
Pass Breakups .................................65.1%
Fumble Recoveries .........................50.0%
Fumbles Forced ..............................57.1%

SPECIAL TEAMS
Category ..................... Pct. of 2011 Total
Field Goals .......................................100%
Extra Points .....................................100%
Punt Return Yards ...........................100%
Kickoff Return Yards .......................99.6%
Punting Yards ..................................100%
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» Junior Ron Kellogg III has added depth for the Huskers the past two seasons and hopes to see 
acƟ on this fall. Redshirt freshmen Tyson Broekemeier and Bronson Marsh are two of the most 
decorated prep players in Nebraska history and are expected to add depth this season.

» Texas product Tommy Armstrong Jr. is a highly regarded prospect who joins the program 
this fall and could make a push for playing Ɵ me as a true freshman. Grand Island product 
Ryker Fyfe joined NU as a walk-on quarterback.

RUNNING BACKS
Returning LeƩ erwinners (Returning Starters in Bold)
No. Name Pos. Yr. Ht. Wt. G/GS
8 Ameer Abdullah* IB So. 5-9 185 13/0
22 Rex Burkhead*** IB Sr. 5-11 210 36/15
5 Braylon Heard* IB So. 5-11 185 7/0
38 Graham Stoddard*** FB Sr. 6-2 230 41/0
31 C.J. Zimmerer* FB Jr. 6-0 230 14/0

» Senior Rex Burkhead should contend for conference and naƟ onal honors in 2012, aŌ er 
earning All-Big Ten honors last fall. Burkhead rushed for 1,357 yards last season and 
scored 17 touchdowns.

» Burkhead’s season was the most producƟ ve by a Nebraska I-back in 14 years, and his 284 
carries were the second-most in school history. He is poised to make a push for the top 
three on the Nebraska career rushing chart.

» Sophomore Ameer Abdullah made big contribuƟ ons as a true freshman as both an I-back 
and a return man. He earned all-conference honors, and hopes to play a bigger role in 2012.

» Sophomore Braylon Heard saw reps at I-back last fall, then spent the spring working at 
defensive back. Heard will likely split Ɵ me between the two spots in fall pracƟ ce, but will 
likely fi gure into the running back picture in some form.

» Freshman Imani Cross joins the I-back mix this fall and has the physical tools to make an 
immediate contribuƟ on.

»The fullback baƩ le is wide open as the Huskers must replace three-year starter Tyler 
Legate. Junior C.J. Zimmerer has the most experience at the posiƟ on, and has seen 
extensive acƟ on on special teams. Senior Graham Stoddard made the switch from 
linebacker to fullback in the spring and could contend for the job, while transfer Mike 
Marrow provides a physical presence in the running game at 250 pounds.

RECEIVERS/TIGHT ENDS
Returning LeƩ erwinners (Returning Starters in Bold)
No. Name Pos. Yr. Ht. Wt. G/GS
80 Kenny Bell* WR So. 6-1 185 13/11
81 Ben CoƩ on*** TE Sr. 6-6 255 39/25
18 Quincy Enunwa** WR Jr. 6-2 215 23/7
88 Tyler Evans* WR So. 6-1 200 2/0
85 KC Hyland* WR Sr. 6-6 220 2/0
41 Jake Long* TE Jr. 6-4 240 16/0
6 Tim Marlowe*** WR Sr. 5-10 175 41/1
21 Steven Osborne* WR Sr. 6-4 205 8/0
25 Kyler Reed*** TE Sr. 6-3 230 37/15
10 Jamal Turner* WR So. 6-1 185 12/0

» Nebraska returns seven of its top eight pass catchers from the 2011 season, with each of 
those players accounƟ ng for 12 or more recepƟ ons last year.

» The Huskers return one of the naƟ on’s best and most experienced Ɵ ght end tandems in 
seniors Ben CoƩ on and Kyler Reed. 

» CoƩ on became a more consistent pass catcher last season and conƟ nued to give NU 
a dominant perimeter blocker. Reed has shown big-play potenƟ al in the passing game 
throughout his career and enters 2012 with nine career touchdown recepƟ ons and an 
average of beƩ er than 16 yards on 43 career catches. 

» Junior Jake Long earned two starts and saw signifi cant acƟ on at Ɵ ght end last season and 
fi gures to again give NU a strong third opƟ on at the spot. Redshirt freshman David SuƩ on 
has made good strides in the NU weight program since his arrival and could push for 
acƟ on this fall.

» The wide receiver corps showed big-play potenƟ al and good depth last season and should 
allow the Huskers to expand their passing game in 2012.

» Sophomore Kenny Bell led Nebraska in receiving with 32 catches for 461 yards, the 
second-best totals by a Husker freshman. Bell made 11 starts last season and fi gures to be 
a go-to-player in the passing game again this fall. 

» Junior Quincy Enunwa developed into one of the Huskers’ most consistent receivers last 
season. At 6-2 and 215 pounds, Enunwa is the Huskers’ best perimeter blocker and has 
good receiving skills, hauling in 21 catches last season.

» Senior Tim Marlowe has been a contributor each of the past three seasons as both a 
returner and receiver, and will again be a regular in the rotaƟ on this fall. Marlowe has an 
excellent grasp of the off ense and can play mulƟ ple receiver spots.

» Sophomore Jamal Turner averaged beƩ er than 16 yards per catch as a true freshman, and 
with his explosiveness the Texas naƟ ve fi gures to have a much larger role in 2012. 

» Seniors Steven Osborne, KC Hyland and Taylor Dixon are hopeful of fi nishing their careers 
by pushing for playing Ɵ me. 

» Sophomore Tyler Evans was limited by injury last season but could move into the picture 
for Ɵ me this fall. Redshirt freshman Taariq Allen impressed in his pracƟ ce work both 
last fall and in the spring, and he is poised to make a move in the fall. Sophomore Tyler 
Wullenwaber is one of the team’s fastest players and is ready to make a push for acƟ on, 
and redshirt freshman Sam Burtch had a solid spring and will look to add depth.

» Freshman Jordan Westerkamp will join the mix in the fall aŌ er breaking several Illinois 
prep records during his high school career.

THE HUSKER DEFENSE
DEFENSIVE LINE
Returning LeƩ erwinners (Returning Starters in Bold)
No. Name Pos. Yr. Ht. Wt. G/GS
9 Jason Ankrah** DE Jr. 6-4 265 22/9
7 Joseph Carter* DE Sr. 6-5 265 10/0
99 Jay Guy* DT So. 6-1 290 3/0
46 Eric MarƟ n*** DE Sr. 6-2 250 39/4
34 Cameron Meredith*** DE Sr. 6-4 260 42/27
53 Thad Randle** DT Jr. 6-1 295 18/0
97 Chase Rome* DT So. 6-3 285 10/2
55 Baker Steinkuhler*** DT Sr. 6-6 290 39/26

» Nebraska lost a pair of fi Ō h-year senior defensive tackles in Jared Crick and Terrence 
Moore, but returns four leƩ erwinners at both defensive end and defensive tackle for 
fi rst-year defensive line coach Rick Kaczenski. Along with that experience, NU also added a 
strong crop of defensive line recruits in its 2012 class.

» The end posiƟ on features three seniors and a junior who all have ample experience. FiŌ h-
year senior Cameron Meredith will be in his third season as a starter. The California naƟ ve 
has started all 27 games the past two years and is a versaƟ le performer who has played 
a stand-up linebacker-type role, while also taking snaps inside last season in passing 
situaƟ ons. He is poised to contend for all-conference honors in 2012.

» Senior Eric MarƟ n made the full-Ɵ me move to defensive end last season and showed the 
same tenacity that has made him a dynamic special teams player throughout his career. 
MarƟ n showed fl ashes of being a disrupƟ ve pass rusher in 2011 and looks to build on that 
this fall.

» Junior Jason Ankrah held down the starƟ ng job opposite Meredith for the majority of last 
season, and this spring he showed the ability to take his game to the next level in 2012.

» Senior Joseph Carter saw playing Ɵ me in passing situaƟ ons last fall and could see an 
expanded role in 2012. Sophomores Walker Ashburn and Donovan Vestal should push 
to see their fi rst acƟ on this fall. True freshman defensive ends Greg McMullen and Avery 
Moss also join the program with impressive credenƟ als from their prep careers. 

» Leading the way on the interior is senior Baker Steinkuhler, who has been a fi xture in the 
starƟ ng lineup the past two seasons. The 6-6, 290-pound Steinkuhler has the tools to 
push for conference and naƟ onal honors in his senior campaign.

» Both junior Thad Randle and sophomore Chase Rome saw extensive playing Ɵ me last 
fall and fi gure to be the leading contenders to start alongside Steinkuhler. Randle’s 2011 
season was cut short by injury, while Rome missed the spring because of injury. When 
healthy, both players have shown fl ashes of being impact performers at tackle.

» Sophomore Jay Guy also earned Ɵ me last season and should be in the mix again this fall. 
Redshirt freshmen Kevin Williams and Todd Peat Jr. have both baƩ led injury early in their 
Nebraska careers, but when healthy, they are expected to push for acƟ on. 

» Sophomore Tobi Okuyemi began his career at defensive end, but moved inside in the 
spring, while senior walk-on Kenny Anderson made a strong push in the spring and could 
push for acƟ on. Walk-on sophomore Jeff  Uher also adds depth on the interior. 

» Freshmen defensive tackles Aaron Curry and Vincent ValenƟ ne also join the program with 
impressive credenƟ als and could contribute early in their careers. 

LINEBACKERS
Returning LeƩ erwinners (Returning Starters in Bold)
No. Name Yr. Ht. Wt. G/GS
51 Will Compton*** Sr. 6-2 230 36/23
42 Sean Fisher*** Sr. 6-6 230 25/10
43 Trevor Roach* So. 6-2 230 5/0
45 Alonzo Whaley** Sr. 6-1 230 22/2

» Nebraska has a large void to fi ll in the form of All-America performer Lavonte David, who 
had one of the best two-year careers in school history. Despite the loss of David, the 
Huskers do have the luxury of three fi Ō h-year seniors in the linebacking corps who all 
have an excellent grasp of the defensive system.

» Senior Will Compton has been a mainstay at the middle linebacker spot throughout his 
career and has made 23 starts. Compton appears to be set for a big senior season on the 
fi eld, while also being a leader for the Blackshirts in the locker room. 

» Fellow senior Sean Fisher has seen extensive acƟ on in both 2009 and 2011, while siƫ  ng 
out the 2010 season with an injury. Fisher is a front-runner for the Buck linebacker job. In 
addiƟ on to being a versaƟ le player at linebacker, Fisher conƟ nues to maintain a perfect 
4.0 grade-point average and will be a strong contender for academic All-America honors. 

 » The third senior in the mix is Alonzo Whaley, who saw most of his acƟ on in 2011 
on special teams unƟ l late in the season when he began to see signifi cant acƟ on at 
linebacker. Whaley has had a strong off season and appears ready to make an impact in 
2012. He heads into fall camp as a leading contender to replace David at the Will spot.

» Sophomore Trevor Roach was impressive in early season acƟ on as a backup to Compton 
and fi gures to be in the mix for playing Ɵ me again this fall. 

» Redshirt freshmen David Santos and Max Pirman both made strong impressions for 
their work on the scout team last fall and figure to push for action in 2012. Senior 
Micah Kreikemeier has had an injury-plagued Nebraska career, but hopes to get action 
this season, while senior Matt Manninger and redshirt freshman Jack Gangwish will 
also add depth.

» A talented class of four linebackers will add talent and depth to the group in 2012. Junior 
college standout Zaire Anderson and high school products Jared Afalava, Thomas Brown 
and Michael Rose could all be contenders for immediate playing Ɵ me this fall.  
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SECONDARY
Returning LeƩ erwinners (Returning Starters in Bold)
No. Name Pos. Yr. Ht. Wt. G/GS
2 Antonio Bell*** CB Sr. 6-2 200 16/0
39 JusƟ n Blatchford*** S Sr. 6-1 200 37/1
6 Corey Cooper* S So. 6-1 210 11/1
31 Jase Dean*** S Sr. 6-0 200 21/0
17 Ciante Evans** CB Jr. 5-11 185 21/8
11 Andrew Green* CB Jr. 6-0 195 14/10
1 Harvey Jackson* S So. 6-2 210 12/0
16 Stanley Jean-BapƟ ste* CB Jr. 6-3 215 9/1
10 Josh Mitchell* CB So. 5-11 155 8/1
12 Courtney Osborne*** S Sr. 6-3 200 25/5
19 Wil Richards* S Jr. 5-11 195 12/0
13 P.J. Smith*** S Sr. 6-2 210 39/4
3 Daimion Staff ord* S Sr. 6-1 205 13/12

» First-year secondary coach Terry Joseph must replace a pair of quality starters in All-Big 
Ten corner Alfonzo Dennard and two-year starƟ ng safety AusƟ n Cassidy. Despite those 
losses, Nebraska returns good depth, talent and leadership in the defensive backfi eld.

» The safety posiƟ on includes four seniors with a combined 22 career starts who will baƩ le 
for playing Ɵ me this fall.

» Daimion Staff ord made a big impact in his fi rst year in the program in 2011, fi nishing with 
80 tackles and 10 pass breakups. The hard-hiƫ  ng Californian is poised to push for all-
conference honors in his senior year at one safety spot. 

» Both P.J. Smith and Courtney Osborne have been in starƟ ng roles at diff erent points 
in their NU careers, and are among the leading contenders for the starƟ ng safety spot 
opposite Staff ord. Smith began the 2010 season as a starter, before Osborne took over 
that role. Both saw acƟ on last season, although Osborne was limited in the second half of 
the year by injury.

» Senior JusƟ n Blatchford has seen extensive special teams acƟ on throughout his career and could 
also contend at safety. He is also experienced in the nickel and dime roles in the Husker defense.

» Sophomores Corey Cooper and Harvey Jackson both got a taste of acƟ on in 2011, and 
fi gure to push for more expanded roles this fall, while Wil Richards and Jase Dean have 
played on special teams but hope to move into the safety compeƟ Ɵ on this fall.

»Like the safety spot, Nebraska has several experienced opƟ ons at cornerback, and the 
compeƟ Ɵ on for playing Ɵ me fi gures to be intense well into fall camp.

» Andrew Green emerged in 2011 and locked down one starƟ ng cornerback spot. He is a 
front-runner to reclaim one of the starƟ ng jobs in his junior season aŌ er ranking second 
on the team in pass breakups.

» The compeƟ Ɵ on for playing Ɵ me at corner remains wide open. Outside of Green, junior 
Ciante Evans has the most playing Ɵ me at corner, earning seven starts last season. While 
he may compete for a corner job, Evans could also be NU’s primary nickel back. 

» Senior Antonio Bell has made his biggest impact on special teams, but has good size and 
speed and saw extensive work with the top defensive unit during spring pracƟ ce.

»  Junior Stanley Jean-BapƟ ste moved to cornerback at the start of the Big Ten season last 
fall and gives Nebraska its tallest opƟ on at corner. BapƟ ste is sƟ ll learning at the posiƟ on, 
but showed fl ashes of strong play in 2011.

» Junior Mohammed Seisay joined the NU program in the spring and also fi gures to be a 
prominent player in the race for a starƟ ng spot. Seisay has FBS experience at Memphis in 
both 2009 and 2010, and made good strides during spring ball. 

» Sophomore Josh Mitchell also saw limited acƟ on at corner last fall and could be in the mix 
for playing Ɵ me this fall, and redshirt freshman Daniel Davie will look to push for acƟ on 
for the fi rst Ɵ me.

» Sophomore Braylon Heard moved to corner in the spring, but is expected to spend Ɵ me back 
at I-back during fall pracƟ ce. However, Heard could sƟ ll see work in Nebraska’s nickel package.

» Freshmen Charles Jackson, Alonzo Moore and LeRoy Alexander are all talented athletes 
who could push for immediate acƟ on in the secondary. 

THE HUSKER SPECIAL TEAMS
SPECIALISTS
No. Name Pos. Yr. Ht. Wt. G/GS
37 Mauro Bondi* PK/KO So. 6-0 200 4/0
96 BreƩ  Maher*** PK/P/KO Sr. 6-0 185 40/13
92 P.J. Mangieri*** LS Sr. 6-4 240 41/41

RETURNERS
No. Name Pos. Yr. Ht. Wt.
8 Ameer Abdullah* KOR/PR So. 5-9 185
80 Kenny Bell* KOR So. 6-1 185
22 Rex Burkhead*** PR Sr. 5-11 210
6 Tim Marlowe*** KOR/PR Sr. 5-10 175
10 Jamal Turner* KOR/PR So. 6-1 185

» Ross Els takes on the role of special teams coordinator and welcomes back an experienced 
group of performers have the ability to make the Huskers’ special teams one of the best in 
the naƟ on.

» Senior BreƩ  Maher gave Nebraska the naƟ on’s best kicker-punter combo player for the 
third straight year in 2011. In his fi rst season in the role, Maher connected on 19-of-23 
fi eld goals and was a standout punter, earning fi rst-team All-Big Ten honors in both areas. 
He fi gures to be a strong contender for conference and naƟ onal awards this season. 
Maher also handles the Huskers’ kickoff  duƟ es.

» Maher is backed by sophomore Mauro Bondi, who also has the ability to handle any of 
the three kicking areas. 

» NU also has the luxury of returning long snapper P.J. Mangieri, who has been in that role 
the past three seasons and helped Maher and Alex Henery to record-breaking eff orts. 

» The return game is in solid hands with every player who contributed in that area back in 2012. 
» Ameer Abdullah is the headliner in the return game, aŌ er ranking among the naƟ on’s 

most explosive kickoff  return threats in 2011, and also serving as a primary punt returner. 
» Senior Tim Marlowe and sophomore Kenny Bell also saw kickoff  return acƟ on, while Rex 

Burkhead oŌ en was deep on punt returns. 
» Sophomore Jamal Turner could also be a factor in this area, and the coaching staff  will 

conƟ nue to evaluate possible return opƟ ons into fall camp. 
» Nebraska must fi nd a new holder during fall camp.

Brett Maher
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2012 HUSKER FOOTBALL NOTEBOOK
HUSKERS OPEN SECOND SEASON IN BIG TEN 

Nebraska has spent the past two football seasons in transition. First in 2010, Nebraska 
competed in its final year in the Big 12 Conference and advanced to the conference title 
game. Last fall, Nebraska spent its first year in the Big Ten Conference and posted a 5-3 
record in league play.

This season, Nebraska moves into its second year in the Big Ten with a goal of capturing 
its first conference title since 1999. The Big Ten Championship will be decided on Dec. 1 
at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis with the winners of the Legends and Leaders divisions 
squaring off. 

Nebraska has won football championships in four conferences during its 122 years of 
intercollegiate football. Overall, Nebraska has 43 conference championships.

LEGENDS AND LEADERS 
The Big Ten Conference enters its second season of divisional play, which was brought 

about by the addition of Nebraska to the conference. 
Nebraska competes in the Legends Division along with Iowa, Michigan, Michigan State, 

Minnesota and Northwestern. Nebraska faces each member of the Legends Division on 
an annual basis. The Leaders Division consists of Illinois, Indiana, Ohio State, Penn State, 
Purdue and Wisconsin. The Huskers will face Penn State every year in a protected cross-
over game, while the other five opponents will rotate onto Nebraska’s schedule.

Nebraska is facing Ohio State and Wisconsin from the Leaders Division for the second 
straight year in 2012. Nebraska will take on Illinois and Purdue in the 2013 and 2014 
seasons, and Indiana and Wisconsin in the 2015 and 2016 seasons.

NEBRASKA SCHEDULE TO BE AMONG NATION’S
MOST CHALLENGING SLATES IN 2012

Nebraska will once again face one of the nation’s more challenging schedules in 2012. 
Overall, Nebraska will face 10 teams that participated in a bowl game in 2011. The Huskers, 
10 bowl opponents from last season lead the country and are matched only by Big Ten 
schools Michigan and Penn State.

The 2012 schedule is highlighted by BCS bowl participants Wisconsin (Rose) and Michigan 
(Sugar), which will both visit Lincoln. The non-conference schedule features three games 
against bowl teams, who will all have new head coaches in 2012. NU opens on Sept. 1 
against Conference USA champ Southern Miss, followed by a Sept. 8 trip to UCLA. Arkansas 
State comes to Lincoln on Sept. 15, and the Huskers complete non-conference play against 
Idaho State on Sept. 22.

The Big Ten schedule opens at home against Wisconsin on Sept. 29 in a prime-time game, 
and the home schedule also includes Michigan, Penn State and Minnesota. Overall, NU’s 
seven-game home schedule includes five teams that won at least nine games last season.

On the road, Nebraska faces four 2011 bowl teams, including Ohio State, Northwestern, 
Michigan State and Iowa. Six of Nebraska’s 11 scheduled opponents won at least nine 
games in 2011.
»  Each of Nebraska’s fi rst three opponents will feature new head coaches in 2012, including 

Southern Miss, UCLA and Arkansas State.
» Michigan will be making only its second trip to Lincoln and its fi rst ever to Memorial 

Stadium. The only previous meeƟ ng between the two schools in Lincoln occurred in the 
1911 season before the construcƟ on of Memorial Stadium.

» Nebraska will open Big Ten play against Leaders Division opponent Wisconsin for the 
second straight year. The Badgers’ visit to Lincoln will mark the fi rst trip by UW to 
Memorial Stadium since 1973.

» Penn State will make its seventh visit to Memorial Stadium, but its fi rst as a Big Ten 
opponent. PSU last came to Lincoln in 2003.

» The Huskers’ visit to Columbus on Oct. 6, will mark the fi rst matchup between the two 
schools at Ohio Stadium since Nebraska played there in 1955 and 1956.

» The Huskers travel to Northwestern for the fi rst Ɵ me since before World War II (1931).
» Nebraska and Iowa will meet in the second Heroes Game on Friday, Nov. 23, the day 

aŌ er Thanksgiving.

HUSKERS SET FOR EXTENSIVE 
NATIONAL TELEVISION EXPOSURE IN 2012

Game times and television information have been set for seven of Nebraska’s 2012 regular-
season games, and the Huskers will again be one of the nation’s most visible programs.

Nebraska has four games set for prime-time national telecasts, and a national telecast 
on the day after Thanksgiving. Television information for the remaining five games will be 
announced six to 12 days in advance. 

NEBRASKA’S 2012 TELEVISION SCHEDULE
» Sept. 1, vs. Southern Miss, 2:30 p.m. CT (ABC/ESPN)
» Sept. 8, at UCLA, 6:30 p.m. CT (FOX)
» Sept. 15, vs. Arkansas State, 11 a.m. CT (ESPN/2/U)
» Sept. 29, vs. Wisconsin, 7 p.m. CT (ABC)
» Oct. 6, at Ohio State, 7 p.m. CT (ABC/ESPN/2)
» Oct. 27, vs. Michigan, 7 p.m. CT (ABC/ESPN/2)
» Nov. 23, at Iowa, 11 a.m. CT (ABC)
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NEBRASKA TO CELEBRATE 50TH ANNIVERSARY OF NCAA 
RECORD SELLOUT STREAK

One of the most remarkable streaks in collegiate sports is expected to reach its 50th 
anniversary during the 2012 season. Nebraska has sold out every game at Memorial 
Stadium since Nov. 3, 1962, and the streak now stands at 318 games. 

With seven home games in 2012, the streak is likely to reach 325 by season’s end. 
Nebraska celebrated the 300th consecutive sellout at Memorial Stadium on Sept. 26, 2009 
against Louisiana-Lafayette with a stadium record crowd of 86,304. 

Notre Dame is second in all-time consecutive sellouts with 227, 91 fewer than Nebraska. 

HUSKERS OWNS DOMINANT EDGE 
AT MEMORIAL STADIUM

Nebraska has rewarded the loyalty of its fans with incredible success at Memorial 
Stadium through the years. 
» Nebraska has won at least six home games in 21 of the past 26 seasons. Nebraska is 141-

20 at home in the last 23 seasons (since 1989). Nebraska fi nished 6-1 at home in 2011, 
marking its second straight 6-1 home season.

» During Nebraska’s run of success at home in the past 26 years, NU has had three home 
winning streaks of 20 or more games, and overall has posted 40 unbeaten and unƟ ed 
home seasons. 

» The Huskers are 510-139-20 (.777, 669 games, 122 years) in Lincoln, and 385-116-13 
(.762, 514 games, 89 years) in Memorial Stadium (since 1923). Nebraska has had 43 
straight winning home seasons.

» Nebraska posted its 500th all-Ɵ me home win against Idaho on Sept. 11, 2010. The 500th home 
victory put Nebraska in elite company. Only three other schools in college football history 
(Michigan, Ohio State, Tennessee) reached the 500-win plateau at home before Nebraska.

MEMORIAL STADIUM CONSTRUCTION CONTINUING
Fans in attendance at Memorial Stadium throughout the 2012 season will quickly notice 

the construction progress in East Stadium. Despite ongoing construction throughout the 
fall, no seats will be lost to construction issues.

Light construction occurred during the 2011 season, and crews resumed work in full force 
following Nebraska’s regular-season finale against Iowa last November. A mild winter and 
spring allowed construction crews to make great progress and stay on time on the project.

By kickoff on Sept. 1, all of the structural steel and pre-cast exterior skin will be in place 
along with the new stadium light towers. Access to the East Stadium will be through the 
new entrances and fans will pass through the new concourse to get to their seats. 

When fully completed for the 2013 season, the East Stadium expansion will push 
Nebraska’s average attendance beyond 90,000. The expansion will add about 6,000 seats, 
including a combination of club seats, suites and general public seating, while preserving 
the rich tradition and original architecture of Memorial Stadium. The East Stadium addition 
will also include dedicated restrooms and concessions areas. A new grand lobby, expanded 
concourse, and additional first-aid areas will also be added. No current East Stadium seats 
will be removed and no season ticket holders will be required to relocate their seats as part 
of this project.

The addition will also include dedicated areas on the ground floor for research, both for 
Athletics and UNL Research. In June, the Big Ten Conference and Ivy League announced a 
collaboration to study brain injuries in sports and much of that research will be done in the 
East Stadium facilities.

HUSKERS SEEK FIFTH STRAIGHT NINEͳWIN SEASON
Nebraska posted a 9-4 record in 2011, giving the Huskers nine or more victories in each 

of Bo Pelini’s first four seasons as head coach. The streak of four straight nine-win seasons 
puts Nebraska in an elite class nationally.
» The four straight years of nine wins marks the fi rst Ɵ me NU has accomplished that since 

its NCAA record streak of 33 straight nine-win seasons from 1969 to 2001.
» Nebraska is one of eight schools that has won at least nine games each of the past four 

seasons. The others in that group include Alabama, Boise State, Oklahoma State, Oregon, 
TCU, Virginia Tech and West Virginia.

» Nebraska has 46 nine-win seasons in school history, including 39 since 1969. 

PELINI IN RARE COACHING COMPANY
Head Coach Bo Pelini has guided Nebraska to nine or more victories in each of his first four 

years with the Huskers. That accomplishment is impressive, not only when compared to other 
Nebraska coaches, but also when 
looking at the history of college 
football. 
» Among schools currently in a 
BCS-AQ conference, Pelini has 
become just the 15th head coach 
in college football history to win 
at least nine games in their fi rst 
four seasons on the job at that 
school. The group includes four 
Nebraska coaches (Devaney, 
Osborne, Solich, Pelini).

» When looking only at coaches in their fi rst head coaching job at a BCS Conference 
school, Pelini is one of only six to win nine games in each of their fi rst four years on the 
job, joining Osborne, Solich, Barry Switzer (Oklahoma), Larry Coker (Miami) and Bobby 
Petrino (Louisville).

» Pelini, Solich and Texas’ Mack Brown were the only coaches in Big 12 history (1996) to win 
nine or more games in each of their fi rst three seasons.

» Pelini was among a group of 18 FBS head coaches who were hired for their jobs beginning 
with the 2008 season. Pelini leads that group of 18 head coaches in victories over the 
past four years with 38 wins, three more than Kevin Sumlin, who has since leŌ  his job at 
Houston to take over at Texas A&M. In fact, Pelini is one of only six coaches in the group 
of 18 sƟ ll in the job they were hired for prior to the 2008 season.

Most Wins Among 2008 Coaching Hire Class
Bo Pelini, Nebraska* 38
Paul Johnson, Georgia Tech 34
Ken Niumatalolo, Navy* 32
Art Briles, Baylor 25
June Jones, SMU 24
David Cutcliff e, Duke 15
*fi rst-Ɵ me head coach
Note: The other 12 coaches in the 2008 hiring class are no longer with the school they were hired at in 2008.

TWO ASSISTANTS IN FIRST SEASON ON STAFF
Nebraska has two new members of its coaching staff this season with both on defense. 

Rick Kaczenski joined the Nebraska staff as the defensive line coach in December and was 
part of the Huskers’ bowl preparation in Orlando. Terry Joseph is the newest addition to 
the coaching staff, taking over as the Huskers’ secondary coach in early March, just prior to 
the start of spring ball.

Kaczenski joined the Huskers after five seasons as the defensive line coach at Iowa. 
During his time with the Hawkeyes, Iowa was consistently among the Big Ten’s top 
defenses, and Kaczenski helped Iowa to a bowl appearance each of the past three seasons. 
Nine of his defensive linemen were drafted or signed pro contracts over the past four years.

Joseph joined the Huskers after two seasons as the defensive backs coach and recruiting 
coordinator on Derek Dooley’s staff at Tennessee. Joseph helped the Vols rank 12th 
nationally in pass defense in 2011. He previously worked for three seasons on Dooley’s 
staff at Louisiana Tech from 2007 to 2009, and was a defensive graduate assistant at LSU in 
2006, when Pelini was the Tigers’ defensive coordinator.

Nebraska’s returning defensive assistants–John Papuchis and Ross Els–also have new 
roles in 2012. Papuchis was named defensive coordinator prior to the Capital One Bowl and 
takes over for Carl Pelini, who served in that role the past four seasons. Papuchis served as 
defensive line coach, recruiting coordinator and special teams coordinator last season. Els is 
in his second season on the NU staff and will continue in his role as linebackers coach while 
adding the recruiting coordinator and special teams coordinator duties.

Nebraska’s offensive staff, led by second-year coordinator Tim Beck, was unchanged 
from the 2011 season.

FIRSTͳTIME BCS CONFERENCE 
HEAD COACHES WITH NINE WINS 
IN FIRST FOUR SEASONS
Coach School Years
Tom Osborne Nebraska 1973-76
Barry Switzer Oklahoma 1973-76
Frank Solich Nebraska 1998-2001
Larry Coker Miami 2001-04
Bobby Petrino Louisville 2003-06
Bo Pelini Nebraska 2008-11

Will Compton
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HUSKER FOOTBALL: A NATIONAL PROGRAM

Nebraska has long been known as one of the nation’s most prominent programs. Part 
of that tradition comes from attracting top student-athletes from all parts of the United 
States. The 2012 Husker roster is no different.

The 2012 roster includes players from 23 states, including seven states with at least five 
players on the NU roster. The 2012 roster includes 69 in-state players, with Texas (20), Ohio (9), 
California (8), Colorado (6), Florida (5) and Illinois (5) also with at least five players on the team.

Nebraska’s 2012 recruiting class was representative of the geographic diversity on the 
Husker roster. The Huskers’ 17 scholarship signees in 2012 came to the Nebraska program 
from 13 states.
» Nebraska signed two players each from Texas, California, Illinois and Ohio in the 2012 

class, with single players from nine states.
» The Huskers have conƟ nued to make Texas recruiƟ ng a priority. Pelini’s fi rst fi ve recruiƟ ng 

classes at Nebraska have included 29 signees from Texas.
» Pelini and his staff  have had success in his homestate of Ohio. Including the two signees in 

2012, NU has added six signees from the state in Pelini’s fi ve-year tenure.
» Linebacker Zaire Anderson joined the Nebraska program from Riverside CC in California. 

Originally from Philadelphia, Anderson is the fi rst Pennsylvania naƟ ve to sign at Nebraska 
since 1999.

» Nebraska’s two signees from California marked the 14th straight year the Huskers have 
added at least one scholarship player from California.
In addition to the talented class of scholarship signees, Nebraska added 22 walk-on 

prospects to the program. The group of walk-ons includes 18 in-state players and four out-
of-state standouts. Nebraska has continued to make the walk-on program a major priority 
under Pelini’s direction, with the Husker program adding 100 walk-ons in his five seasons.

BURKHEAD AND MARTINEZ GIVE NEBRASKA
ONE OF NATION’S TOP RETURNING RUSHING TANDEMS

Nebraska’s rushing attack has been among the nation’s best each of the past two seasons 
and figures to again be a potent attack in 
2012. Leading the way on the ground for 
Nebraska are senior I-back Rex Burkhead 
and junior quarterback Taylor Martinez, 
who should again rank among the 
nation’s top rushing tandems.

Burkhead finished the 2011 season 19th 
nationally in rushing, averaging 104.4 
yards per game. Burkhead’s 1,357 rushing 
yards were the seventh most in a season 
in NU history, the most by a Husker since 
2002 and the most by a Nebraska running 
back since 1997. Burkhead will enter his 
senior season with 2,654 career rushing 
yards, good for 12th in school history. He is 
poised to make a run at the No. 2 spot on 
that chart in his senior season.

Martinez enters the 2012 season in 
a position to challenge nearly every 
Nebraska career record for rushing 
by a quarterback. The Corona, Calif., 
native rushed for 874 yards and nine 
touchdowns, while averaging 4.6 yards 
per carry in 2011. He posted three 100-
yard rushing games, and had at least 50 
rushing yards eight times as a sophomore. 
Martinez enters his junior season with 
1,839 rushing yards to rank fifth among 
Nebraska quarterbacks.

Together, Burkhead and Martinez racked up 2,231 rushing yards in 2011. That figure 
ranked as the second-best QB-RB rushing total last season, and the twosome is the top 
returning QB-RB rushing tandem in the nation, just ahead of Michigan’s Denard Robinson 
and Fitzgerald Toussaint.

FBS TOP RETURNING QUARTERBACKͳRUNNING BACK 
RUSHING COMBOS
1. Nebraska, 2,231 yards (Rex Burkhead, RB, 1,357; Taylor MarƟ nez, QB, 874)
2. Michigan, 2,217 yards (Denard Robinson, QB, 1,176; Fitzgerald Toussaint, RB, 1,041)
3. Missouri, 2,149 yards (Henry Josey, RB, 1,168; James Franklin, QB, 981)
4. Kansas State, 2,111 yards (Collin Klein, QB, 1,141; John Hubert, RB, 970)

MARTINEZ 
CONTINUING TO PLACE 
NAME IN NEBRASKA 
RECORD BOOKS

In addition to teaming with 
Rex Burkhead to form one of the 
nation’s best running tandems, 
quarterback Taylor Martinez has 
also been a threat in the passing 
game over the past two seasons. 
Martinez worked in the off season 
to improve his throwing mechanics 
and consistency.

Martinez will enter 2012 in 
position to make a significant move 
in the Nebraska career passing 
charts. A year ago, Martinez passed 
for 2,089 yards, which was the 
sixth-best single-season passing 
effort in school history and the best 
ever by a Nebraska sophomore. 
Martinez also owns the Husker 
freshman passing mark with 1,631 
yards through the air in 2010. 

Through two seasons, Martinez 
has thrown for 3,720 yards in his 
Nebraska career to rank sixth on 
the Huskers’ career list. He is less 
than 1,500 yards from reaching 
second on the career passing list 
and could threaten the career 
passing record by season’s end.

With his dual-threat ability, 
Martinez also continues to make 
an ascension on Nebraska’s total 
offense lists. His 2,963 yards of 
total offense last season ranked 
third in school history and through 
two seasons, Martinez has 5,559 
yards of total offense to rank third 
in school history.

Martinez has started 25 of 
Nebraska’s 27 games over the past 
two seasons, including all 13 games 
in 2011. If he were to continue in 
his starting role in 2012, he would 
be NU’s first three-year starter 
since Eric Crouch from 1999 to 
2001, and the first quarterback to 
start three straight openers since Tommie Frazier from 1993 to 1995.

MAHER PROVIDES HUSKERS WITH NATION’S BEST
KICKER/PUNTER COMBINATION  

Brett Maher had the unenviable task of replacing Alex Henery as Nebraska’s starting 
place-kicker and punter in 2011. Henery made his mark on the NU program by becoming 
NU’s all-time leading scorer and the most accurate field goal kicker in NCAA history, while 
earning All-America honors in 2010.

Maher, a Kearney, Neb., native, was more than up to the challenge in his first season as 
a starter. Maher was named both the Big Ten Kicker of the Year and the Big Ten Punter of 
the Year. This fall, Maher should again be a strong contender for conference awards, while 
being a leading candidate for both the Groza Award and the Ray Guy Award. In addition to 
handling place-kicking and punting chores, Maher also kicks off.

Maher connected on four field goals in his first start against Chattanooga in 2011, and 
built on that effort. He made 19-of-23 field goals, including 16-of-17 from inside 50 yards. 
His 19 field goals tied for second in school history, behind only Henery’s 24 field goals in 
2009. Maher also made 43-of-44 PAT attempts and his 7.7 points per game ranked third in 
the Big Ten. 

He was equally efficient in the punting department, averaging 44.5 yards per punt, 
the sixth-highest single-season average in school history. His average topped the Big Ten 
and ranked 10th nationally. Maher boomed 20 punts of at least 50 yards and pinned the 
opposition inside their own 20 on 24 of his punts.

NU CAREER RUSHING YARDS
Rk. Player, Years Yards
1. Mike Rozier, 1981-83 4,780
2. Ahman Green, 1995-97 3,880
3. Eric Crouch, 1998-2001 3,434
4. Roy Helu Jr., 2007-10 3,404
5. Calvin Jones, 1991-93 3,153
6. Ken Clark, 1987-89 3,037
7. I.M. Hipp, 1977-79 2,913
8. Lawrence Phillips, 1993-95 2,777
9. Dahrran Diedrick, 1999-2002 2,745
10. Cory Ross, 2002-05 2,743
11. Derek Brown, 1990-92 2,699
12. Rex Burkhead, 2009-present 2,654

NU SEASON RUSHING YARDS
Rk. Player, Year Yards
1. Mike Rozier, 1983 2,148
2. Ahman Green, 1997 1,877
3. Lawrence Phillips, 1994 1,722
4. Mike Rozier, 1982 1,689
5. Ken Clark, 1988 1,497
6. Jammal Lord, 2002 1,412
7. Rex Burkhead, 2011 1,357
8. Bobby Reynolds, 1950 1,342
9. Derek Brown, 1991 1,313
10. I.M. Hipp, 1977 1,301

NU CAREER QB RUSHING
Rk. Player, Years Yards
1. Eric Crouch, 1998-2001 3,434
2. Jammal Lord, 2000-03 2,573
3. Steve Taylor, 1985-88 2,125
4. Tommie Frazier, 1992-95 1,955
5. Taylor MarƟ nez, 2010-present 1,839

NU CAREER PASSING
Rk. Player, Years Yards
1. Zac Taylor, 2005-06 5,850
2. Joe Ganz, 2006-08 5,125
3. Dave Humm, 1972-74 5,035
4. Jerry Tagge, 1969-71 4,704
5. Eric Crouch, 1998-2001 4,481
6. Taylor MarƟ nez, 2010-present 3,720
7. Tommie Frazier, 1992-95 3,521
8. Turner Gill, 1980-83 3,317
9.  Vince Ferragamo, 1975-76 3,224
10. Jammal Lord, 2000-03 2,848

NU SEASON PASSING
Rk. Player, Year Yards
1. Joe Ganz, 2008 3,568
2. Zac Taylor, 2006 3,197
3. Zac Taylor, 2005 2,653
4. Sam Keller, 2007 2,422
5. Zac Lee, 2009 2,143
6. Taylor MarƟ nez, 2011 2,089

NU CAREER TOTAL OFFENSE
Rk. Player, Years Yards
1. Eric Crouch, 1998-2001 7,915
2. Zac Taylor, 2005-06 5,777
3. Taylor MarƟ nez, 2010-present 5,559
4. Tommie Frazier, 1992-95 5,476
5. Joe Ganz, 2005-08 5,466

NU SEASON TOTAL OFFENSE
Rk. Player, Year Yards
1. Joe Ganz, 2008 3,826
2. Zac Taylor, 2006 3,165
3. Taylor MarƟ nez, 2011 2,963
4. Jammal Lord, 2002 2,774
5. Eric Crouch, 2001 2,625
6. Zac Taylor, 2005 2,612
7. Taylor MarƟ nez, 2010 2,596
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100 PERCENT COTTON
Nebraska Associate Head Coach and offensive line coach Barney Cotton 
is in his sixth season as an assistant coach with the Huskers. Cotton also 
played at Nebraska in the 1970s, and was a graduate assistant in Lincoln 
in the 1980s.

Cotton now has the unique opportunity to watch three of his sons 
practice every day as part of the Nebraska football program.

Ben Cotton is a senior tight end for Nebraska and a three-year 
letterwinner. He  completed his prep career at Ames (Iowa) High, 
while his father was an assistant at Iowa State.

Jake Cotton is a third-year sophomore who is part of his father’s 
offensive line unit. Jake suffered a season-ending knee injury last 

year, but will be in the mix for playing time this fall. Jake Cotton 
played his high school ball at Lincoln Southeast High School.

The youngest of three brothers, Sam Cotton, helped Southeast to 
a Class A state title in 2011, before signing with the Huskers. Sam will 
join his oldest brother, Ben, as part of the tight end corps in 2012.
» The CoƩ on brothers are believed to be the only group of three 
brothers on one FBS roster in 2012. Central Florida had three 
brothers–Cliff , Jordan and JusƟ n McCray–on its roster in 2010 and 
2011, but Cliff  graduated following the 2011 season.
» In addiƟ on to the CoƩ ons, Nebraska also has two sets of twins 
on its roster. Junior Ɵ ght end Jake Long and junior off ensive guard 
Spencer Long and senior safety Courtney Osborne and senior 

receiver Steven Osborne give NU three brother combinaƟ ons 
on the 2012 roster.

SEASONͳOPENING WIN STREAK 
Nebraska will face a challenge to their season-
opening win streak in 2012. Southern Mississippi will 
be the Huskers’ foe in the season opener on Sept. 1 
in Lincoln. The Golden Eagles posted a 12-2 record 

last season and are the best opponent Nebraska has 
faced in its season opener since defeating 24th-ranked Oklahoma State, 17-7, in the 2003 
season opener.

The Huskers will head into the game against Southern Miss with victories in each of its last 26 
season openers. The streak leads the nation, bettering Florida’s 22 straight season-opening wins.

The Huskers have won each of their last 25 season openers by 10 or more points, 
including a 40-7 win over Chattanooga in 2011. NU has scored 40 or more points in the 
opener 19 of the past 26 seasons. In the win streak, NU has limited opponents to 14 points 
or less 18 times.

800ͳWIN CLUB
Nebraska is one of eight programs with 800 all-time victories, and NU’s 846 all-time 

victories ranks fourth nationally.
Team Wins

1.  Michigan 895 
2. Texas 858
3.  Notre Dame 853
4.  Nebraska 846
5.  Ohio State 837
6. Penn State 827
7. Oklahoma 821
8. Alabama 814

Nebraska is heading into its 123rd season of college football and owns an 846-349-40 
all-time record in 1,235 games (.702). 
» Since the fi rst season of Nebraska football in 1890, Husker teams have won 11 or more 

games 12 Ɵ mes, including seven Ɵ mes since 1993.
» Nebraska has won 12 or more games seven Ɵ mes, including three seasons with 13 wins 

(1971, 1994, 1997).
» NU (702), Michigan (705), Alabama (728) and Notre Dame (736) were the only schools to 

win 700 games in the 1900s.

NATION’S BEST SINCE ‘70
Nebraska ranks as the nation’s winningest program since the start of the 1970s, when Bob 

Devaney guided NU to back-to-back national titles in 1970 and 1971. During the past four-
plus decades, the Huskers have compiled a 412-108-5 record for a .790 winning percentage in 
525 games. NU’s 412 wins in that time period are 26 more than any other school.

Team Wins
1.  Nebraska 412 
2. Oklahoma 386
3. Ohio State 385
4. Michigan 378
5.  Penn State 375

» Nebraska has 39 nine-win seasons and 23 10-win seasons since 1970. Under Bo Pelini in 
2009 and 2010, Nebraska posted back-to-back 10-win seasons for the fi rst Ɵ me since 2000 
and 2001. NU has posted four straight nine-win seasons for the fi rst Ɵ me since an NCAA 
record 33 straight from 1969 to 2001.

» Nebraska was the fi rst team in college football history to win 100 or more games in 
consecuƟ ve decades, ranking fi rst in the 1980s (103-20) and second in the 1990s (108-
16-1). NU narrowly missed 100 wins in the 1970s (98). Nebraska posted 84 wins in the 
recently completed decade.
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NU FOURTH IN ALLͳTIME BOWL APPEARANCES
Nebraska played in its 48th all-time bowl game with its appearance in the Capital One 

Bowl following the 2011 season. The Huskers have played in the postseason in 41 of the 
past 43 seasons, including an NCAA-record 35 straight bowl games from 1969 to 2003. 
Nebraska is 3-2 in bowl games under Bo Pelini and owns a 24-24 all-time bowl record. 

The Huskers’ 48 all-time bowl appearances overall tie for fourth, trailing only Alabama (59), Texas 
(50) and Tennessee (49), and tying with USC (48). Nebraska’s 24 bowl victories rank eighth nationally.

Nebraska played the first of its 48 bowls in the Rose Bowl, when No. 7 Ne bras ka lost to 
No. 2 Stanford, 21-13, fol low ing the 1940 sea son. Ne bras ka’s 35 con sec u tive bowls be gan 
with a 45-6 win over Geor gia in the 1969 Sun Bowl, and ended following its appearance in 
the 2003 Alamo Bowl. The Huskers have been successful in recent years, winning 10 of their 
last 16 bowl games since the 1994 season.

ALLͳTIME BOWL AP PEAR ANC ES
Team Bowls

1.  Alabama 58
2.  Texas 50
3. Tennessee 49
4.  Nebraska 48
 USC 48

NATIONͳLEADING TOTAL OF ACADEMIC ALLͳAMERICANS
Nebraska had three players earn Capital One/CoSIDA Academic All-America honors in 

2011, including first-team selections Austin Cassidy and Rex Burkhead and second-team 
honoree Sean Fisher.

With three players earning academic All-America honors in 2011, Nebraska added to its 
nation-leading total. The Huskers have produced a total of 106 academic All-Americans all-time, 
including 102 CoSIDA Academic All-Americans, and 66 first-team selections. Nebraska’s football 
program has produced more CoSIDA Academic All-Americans than any other program in 
the country, while Nebraska leads all institutions in the nation with 299 selections across all 
sports, and will likely become the first school with 300 Academic All-Americans in 2012-13.

NU RETURNS TWO ACADEMIC ALLͳAMERICANS
Burkhead and Fisher give Nebraska a pair of returning academic All-Americans. A history 

major, Burkhead has the opportunity to join Austin Cassidy in being a two-time academic 
All-American. Last fall, Cassidy became Nebraska’s first two-time first-team academic All-
American since Kyle Vanden Bosch in 1999-2000. 

Nebraska’s two first-team selections in 2011 were tied for the most in the country, and 
its three players on the first two teams were the most of any school.

In addition, tight end Ben Cotton and offensive guard Spencer Long were CoSida 
Academic All-District VII picks, and NU’s five all-district selections also led the nation. Both 
Long and Cotton return for the 2012 season.

27 PLAYERS EARN ACADEMIC ALLͳBIG TEN HONORS 
IN FIRST SEASON IN CONFERENCE

Nebraska made a strong impression in its first opportunity on the academic All-Big 
Ten team. To be eligible for academic All-Big Ten selection, student-athletes must be 
letterwinners who are in at least their second academic year at their institution and carry a 
cumulative grade-point average of 3.0 or higher.

A total of 27 football student-athletes were named to the team, as part of 786 fall 
student-athletes across the conference receiving honors. Among that group, 14 student-
athletes have maintained unblemished cumulative grade-point averages, including NU 
linebacker Sean Fisher, who was one of four football student-athletes with a perfect GPA.

Among the 27 football honorees, 11 student-athletes received multiple academic 
all-conference recognition between the Big Ten and Big 12 Conferences. Lance Thorell, 
a senior defensive back in 2011, earned academic all-conference honors for the fourth 
consecutive year, including first-team academic All-Big 12 honors in 2008 and second-team 
honors in both 2009 and 2010.

Six football student-athletes earned academic all-conference honors for a third time and 
four others were honored for the second time in their career. 

Overall, Nebraska’s 27 academic All-Big Ten football selections were second in the 
conference, trailing only Northwestern. 

2012 HUSKER ROSTER FILLED WITH 
GRADUATE STUDENTS AND ACADEMIC HONOREES

Coach Pelini’s Husker teams have continued Nebraska’s long tradition of academic 
honors and outstanding work in the classroom. 

In the summer of 2011, Nebraska’s team cumulative grade-point average surpassed 3.0 
for the first time since that statistic had been tracked since the 1980s, and the cumulative 
GPA remains near that mark through the 2012 spring semester.

The 30-member 2012 senior class carries an impressive academic standing heading into 
the fall.
» Four members of the senior class earned their degrees in December of 2011, and 

began graduate classes in January. That group includes defensive end Kenny Anderson, 
linebacker Will Compton, Ɵ ght end Ben CoƩ on and defensive tackle Baker Steinkuhler, 
who all fi nished their undergraduate work in 3 1/2 years.

» Three addiƟ onal players earned their degrees in May of 2012, with one student-athlete set 
to graduate this August, giving Nebraska eight graduate students during the 2012 season.

» Another 12 players are on track to earn their undergraduate degrees in December at the 
conclusion of the fall semester, and all 30 players are on track to complete their degree 
by August of 2013.

» Among Head Coach Bo Pelini’s fi rst four senior classes, 70 of 78 student-athletes have 
earned their degrees as of the summer of 2012.


