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Mobile Phone, Smart Wearables & E-Reader Policy
Loreto Primary School Dalkey is committed to ensuring a safe, respectful, and engaging learning environment for all pupils. In line with Department of Education Circular 0044/2025, mobile phones, smart wearables, and e-readers (such as Kindles with internet/messaging functions) are not permitted in school. This policy aims to minimise distraction, promote wellbeing, support equality, and ensure digital safety for all children in Loreto PS Dalkey.

Policy Statement
Pupils are not permitted to bring mobile phones, smart devices or electronic devices to school or to any school related events, both on and off-site.  

Children contacting parents/guardians
· Children who need to contact home during school hours may do so through Sabrina in the office. 
· Parents /guardians who need to contact a child during the school day should call the office. 
· Children who need to make arrangements to meet parents/guardians after school can also use the phone in the office before leaving school. 

Devices Covered
- Mobile phones (smartphones and basic phones).
- Smart wearables (smartwatches, fitness trackers, or similar devices with communication, camera, or internet functions).
- E-readers (e.g., Kindles) if internet-enabled or with messaging/recording functions.
- Any other device with communication, camera, or internet functions

Exemptions
In exceptional circumstances, parents/guardians may apply to the school to seek permission for their child to bring a mobile phone to school. 
· For a one off exceptional circumstance, the parent/guardian should make prior contact with the Principal seeking permission. 
· If agreed, procedures will be put in place for that day. 
· For long term exceptional circumstances, parents / guardians must apply in writing to the school stating specifically when and why the child requires an electronic device to be brought into school. 
· If agreed, procedures will be agreed with the parent / guardian, teacher and Principal. 
· Exemptions apply for medical reasons (e.g., diabetes monitors, seizure alerts), or for SEN needs (e.g. assistive technologies). All exemptions must be agreed formally with the Principal and monitored by staff.


Non-Compliance
A child who brings a device to school whether they use it or not, will be required to hand over the device to a staff member. The device will be given to the principal and can only be collected by a parent or guardian. Repeated breaches will be managed under the Code of Positive Behaviour.

Links with Other Policies
This policy works alongside our Child Protection Policy, Acceptable Use Policy (AUP), Code of Positive Behaviour and Bí Cineálta.

This policy also aligns closely with the Department of Education’s Keeping Childhood Smartphone Free. Further information can be found at Keeping Childhood Smartphone Free.

Communication
This policy will be published on the school website, circulated to parents/guardians, 
and explained to pupils at assemblies and in class. It will also be reviewed in consultation with staff, pupils, and parents.

Review
This policy will be reviewed regularly by the Board of Management, and earlier if required due to legislative or technological changes. 
Feedback from pupils, parents, and staff will guide updates.
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Parent-Friendly Summary
📱⌚📚 Loreto Primary School Dalkey
Mobile Phone, Smart Wearables & Kindle Policy

Why this policy?
To keep learning focused, safe, and free from distractions. In line with Department of Education Circular 0044/2025. Applies to all pupils during the school day.

🚫 What’s NOT allowed
- Mobile phones (all types)
- Smart wearables (smartwatches, fitness trackers with calls, texts, apps, internet)
- Kindles/e-readers with internet or messaging functions

❤️ Exemptions
Allowed for medical or special educational needs (e.g., diabetes monitors, seizure alerts, assistive technology). Must be agreed with the school in advance.

⚠️ If rules are broken
1. Device will be confiscated
2. Parents/guardians contacted
3. Returned only to parent / guardian 
4. Further breaches dealt with under Code of Positive Behaviour

👫 How parents can help
Remind your child that devices are not needed in school. Support phone/watch/Kindle-free routines. Take part in consultations.

🔗 Useful Resources
Webwise.ie – internet safety
Keeping Childhood Smartphone Free – parent support
Agree-to-Agree – family & school cooperation
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