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Established Leaving Certificate Subjects 

Students sit 7 
LC subjects*

4 Core 
Subjects

3 Optional 
Subjects

*Some students take an 8th Subject outside 
of school



Leaving Cert Subjects - Core

English

Maths

Irish*

French



Leaving Cert Subjects – a Breakdown

Sciences

Humanities

Arts

Business



Note: All Science subjects are working from the new specification since September 2025



Sciences

Biology Chemistry

Physics



























Humanities

Politics and 
Society

Geography

History
Home 

Economics



















Note: A New Leaving Cert Geography specification will be introduced for 
fifth year students in September 2026 and will replace the current 

Geography syllabus

















Arts & 
Practical 
Subjects

Art

Music

Technology





























Business

BUSINESS ECONOMICS ACCOUNTING

















Where to Find 
Information on 
Senior Cycle Subjects

Overview on each within 
this Powerpoint

CareersPortal Leaving Cert 
Subject Guide

Curriculum Online Senior 
Cycle Subject Guide

https://careersportal.ie/school/subject_explorer.php
https://careersportal.ie/school/subject_explorer.php
https://www.curriculumonline.ie/senior-cycle/senior-cycle-subjects/
https://www.curriculumonline.ie/senior-cycle/senior-cycle-subjects/


How to Choose Subjects at 
Senior Cycle
• Interest

•Ability

• Junior Cycle Subjects

• Entry Requirements into Career Pathway



Interest

Do you/they LIKE the subject?

Have you an interest in the subject?

More motivation to study and work 
hard at a subject if you enjoy it

May lead to a pathway of 
study/work after Secondary School



Ability

ARE YOU GOOD AT THE 
SUBJECT?

DOES IT COME EASY TO 
YOU?

WE TEND TO ENJOY 
WORKING ON THINGS 

THAT WE ARE GOOD AT – 
INCREASED MOTIVATION

INCREASED CHANCE OF 
REACHING YOUR 

POTENTIAL

MAY LEAD TO A PATHWAY 
OF STUDY/WORK AFTER 

SECONDARY SCHOOL





Entry Requirements 
into Career Pathway

• If you have an idea of what Career Pathway you 
would like to pursue after Second Level...

• You will need to research this to ensure that you 
have the Entry Requirements into your Career 
Pathway

• Eg. Your choice of College course may require 
certain subjects to be studied at Leaving Cert



Where to find 
this Information

• Cao.ie

• CareersPortal.ie

• Apprenticeship.ie

• Plccourses.ie

• Qualifax.ie

• Ucas.com





If you don't know what Career 
Pathway you would like to 
pursue...

Focus on Subjects you like and have 
an interest in

Focus on Subjects you do well in/are 
good at

Good idea to choose a broad 
selection of subjects – to keep your 
options open in 6th year



Things NOT 
to do when 
choosing 
Subjects



Don't... Pick a subject because 
you think it'll be an easy H1

Most subjects have the 
same proportion of H1s

All subjects require a lot 
of consistent hard-work 

and determination

There are no easy 
options!

You have the potential 
to do well in the 

subjects that you enjoy, 
that you're good at, and 

that you work at



Don't... Pick a subject 
because you like the teacher!

You may or may not have that teacher 
for that subject

You should enjoy the subject enough 
regardless of the teacher



Don't... Pick a subject because 
your friends are choosing it

Think for YOURSELF

Do subjects that YOU will excel at and enjoy

You may not even be in their class anyway

Your friends will still be your friends

They should do what's right for them

And so should you!



• Take Your Time

• Do your Research

• Make an 
Appointment with 
your Guidance 
Counsellor



Senior Cycle
BE AWARE - SIGNIFICANT JUMP 
FROM JUNIOR CYCLE TO SENIOR 

CYCLE

IT IS A 2 YEAR PROGRAMME!

A SIGNIFICANT AMOUNT OF THE 
CURRICULUM IN ALL SUBJECTS 

IS COVERED IN 5TH YEAR!



But... it is 
achievable

• Start working towards 
your goal from the start

• Small steps consistently 
pays off

• Work consistently

• Mind your whole self





Grades at 
Leaving Cert



Apprenticeships

• Earn and Learn model of 
education and training

• 2 – 4 years in duration



Apprenticeships Entry 
Requirements

Traditional 
Apprenticeships:
• Must be at least 16 

• Minimum of 5 Merits at 
Junior Cycle

• Some require more

• Lots of employers prefer L.C



Apprenticeships Entry 
Requirements

New Apprenticeships:

• QQI Level 5

• Either PLC Level 5

• Leaving Cert (Level 5)

• All employers have different 
requirements









Post Leaving Cert 
Courses - PLCs

• 1 or 2 year programmes

• Level 5 (with some options to 
progress onto Level 6)

Entry Requirements:

• 5 passes in 5 Leaving Cert 
Subjects

• Personal Statement &/ Interview



Entry Requirements

CAO Point System

Faculty Requirements

College Entry Requirements



Entry Requirements

Level 6 – Diploma – 5 O6s in Leaving Cert

Level 7 – Ordinary Degree – 5 O6s in 
Leaving Cert

Level 8 – Honours Degree – Pass 6 
Subjects & at least 2 H5s and 4O6s/H7s*

*Trinity College requires 3 H5s and 3O6/H7



Faculty Requirements

Eg. MTU Engineering requires a H4 in Maths

Eg. Primary Teaching requires H4 in Irish

Certain courses have specific requirements



CAO Points System

Calculates best 6 out of 7 LC subjects

25 Bonus Point – Higher Level Maths 
Grade H6 or above

Points for Courses fluctuate yearly

Supply & Demand



Thank you

Be well informed – Research

Think it through

Make good decisions for now 
and future



Leaving 
Certificate 
Applied

A NEW Beginning 

A NEW Course 

LCA



“It is a distinct, self-contained, 2 year Leaving 

Certificate programme aimed at preparing 

learners for adult and working life. It 

emphasises forms of achievement and 

excellence which the established Leaving 

Certificate has not recognised in the past. It 

offers a specific opportunity to prepare for and 

progress to further education and training

What is the Leaving 

Certificate Applied?



Who does LCA 
Suit?

•Students who are suited to a 
practical/hands-on approach to learning

•

• Students who would perform better in a 
continual assessment/reward basis.

30 January, 2026

•Students who feel that the traditional 

leaving certificate does not cater for 

them



LCA is Level 4 
Qualification 

It important to Acknowledge at this stage 

LCA is a level 4 course and Leaving 

Certificate established is Level 5.

To access progression in academic 

education in the future student will have 

complete a PLC course. 

95



Comparison LCA LCE

Differences Between 

LCA and Traditional 

Leaving Certificate 

(LCE)

96



Some the Skills and 
Benefits

• Developing Skills and Contact which could lead to 
employment 

• Learning to be a self-motivated Learner

• Real World experiences which plan for the next step 
in Training and Education



Curriculum

Vocational Preparation

 Vocational Preparation & Guidance

 English and Communication

Vocational Education

 Mathematical Application

 Vocational Specialisms

 Information Communication Technology

General Education

 Arts Education

 Social Education

 Languages

 Leisure & Recreation

Electives  

 Decided with staffing considerations



Work Experience 

Work Experience is a Core element to LCA

They should reflect the students interests in 

Careers

They should have three different experiences

Work Experience has a weighted component 

which contributes to the complete 200 credits



How the Two Years Break Down

30 January, 2026



How to Achieve 200 Credits 

3 Modes of Assessment
National Award Programme Fergal Quinn Award

Satisfactory completion of Modules: 

 68 credits (34%)

7 Student tasks: 

 74 credits (37%)

Final Exams: 

 58 credits (29%)

Total: 

 200 credits (100%)



Final Examinations
But worth a lot less 
than Leaving Cert 
Established

There are Final Exams!

Final Exams Credits

English & Communication 12

Vocational Specialism (x2) 24 (12 each)

Languages (x2) 12 (6 each)

Mathematical Applications 10

Total 58



LCA Certification

Certificate awarded at 3 levels 

  Pass  120 - 139

  Merit  140 - 169

  Distinction 170 - 200

  

Below 120 students receive a “Record of Experience” 



Route Map From LCA

Leaving Certificate Applied     (QQI Level 4)

Vocational Preparation and Guidance 

Vocational Education

General Education 

Further Education and Training

PLC Course (QQI Level 5 & 6)

Advanced Certificate (QQI Level 6)

Higher Education  (QQI Level 7 -10) 

Higher Certificate (QQI Level 6)

SOLAS Apprenticeships (QQI 6 & 7)

Careers



Summary

A Different Approach

Hands On Learning

  

Attendance to prepare for the 

World of Work

Attendance Gains 

Credit

More Independence 

Project Based 

Learning

Trackable Progress

Continuous 

Assessment 

Skill develop include 

IT/Project Work/ Meeting 

Deadlines / Teamwork/ 

Practical Skills/ Social Skills



Transition Year Versus 5th Year
If your child is a third year and they think that TY is not for them, and they would be better suited to 
progressing straight into Senior Cycle...

Fill out the Microsoft Form sent last week on VSware mail

You must outline your reasons why

Deadline 10am 11th February 2026

Susan/Michelle/Hilda will discuss your decision with you



Leaving Cert Established versus LCA

If LCA may be a more suitable programme for your child then...

You must fill out the Microsoft Form which will be sent on Friday, 30th January

You must outline your reasons why

Deadline 10am 11th February 2026

Susan/Michelle/Hilda/Ruairi will discuss your decision with you



Progressing to 5th Year LCE Options on VSware
Friday 30th January to Wednesday 25th February

Students are free to choose their preferred options and then we set the option blocks around their 
choices.  

This method ensures the highest satisfaction rates in terms of subject choice.  

Whilst we do our best to ensure students get their first and second choice this cannot be guaranteed so we 
ask that you please discuss options with your child

They must rank the subjects in order with one being first preference, two being second preference and so 
on

Options chosen beyond the assigned deadline date will be deemed as late and we will be unable to 
guarantee any level of preference 



VSware Options:

VSware 
subject 

options tab 
will open on 
Friday, 30th 

January

Go to Parents 
section on 
VSware to 

access subject 
options form

You will be 
required to 

select a 
subject for 

each 
preference

You must 
select 6 

preferences – 
In strict order 
of preference. 

1 being the 
most 

preferred, 6 
being the 

least.

VSware 
option 

subjects will 
close on 

Wednesday, 
25th February 

at 10am.



• Click Student 
Options



• Order of 
preference 

• Select subject 
from drop 
down menu



Link - Step-by-step guide 
on choosing option 
preferences on VSware

https://vsware.wistia.com/medias/nr3tejf165
https://vsware.wistia.com/medias/nr3tejf165
https://vsware.wistia.com/medias/nr3tejf165
https://vsware.wistia.com/medias/nr3tejf165
https://vsware.wistia.com/medias/nr3tejf165
https://vsware.wistia.com/medias/nr3tejf165
https://vsware.wistia.com/medias/nr3tejf165
https://vsware.wistia.com/medias/nr3tejf165
https://vsware.wistia.com/medias/nr3tejf165


What Next:
• 5th Year Information Session on Optional Subjects was held today.

• Consider Program Choice – deadline Wednesday 11th February by 
10am

• Subject Choice via VSware – Friday, 30th January to Wednesday 
25th February at 10am

• Digital Books* will be supplied/Stationery subject to grant funding.

• Resource Fee Payment:
• School Journal   
• Careers Portal Access
• Apps    
• Mock Papers
• Email    
• Microsoft Suite   
• Apple Safe Space
• Parental Access to VSware  
• 24 Hour Pupil Insurance



❖ Vocational Preparation & Guidance 

❖ Social Education

❖ Craft and Design 

❖ Hotel Catering & Tourism

❖ Hair & Beauty

❖ Languages 

❖ Music

❖ English 

❖ Maths 

❖ Office Admin 

❖ Engineering 

What subjects do you study 
in LCA? 
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