
Modern foreign languages in Junior Cycle
What is it?
You’ll learn to understand and use a new language. You’ll also learn about the 
countries where the language is spoken and what life is like there.

What will I learn? 
Learning a language has three main parts:

1.	 Communicative competence - You’ll:
•	 Learn to understand another 

language.
•	 Learn to speak, read, write and listen 

to another language.
•	 Use the language in real-life 

situations.

2.	 Language awareness - You’ll:
•	 Learn how languages work. 
•	 Learn how language can change what 

something means.
•	 Spot patterns and differences 

between languages.

3.	 Culture and intercultural awareness - 
You’ll:

•	 Discover different ways of seeing the 
world.

•	 Understand your own culture better.
•	 Build skills for the future.

Are modern foreign languages 
for me?  
Choose this subject if you want to:
•	 Improve your communication skills.
•	 Be good at working with different 

people.
•	 Have a skill that will help in the 

future.

What’s next after Junior Cycle?
You can choose from 11 languages for 
Senior Cycle. Some college courses need 
you to have a modern foreign language.

Where can modern foreign 
languages take me?
International business | hospitality and 
customer service | travel and tourism | 
translation or interpreting | teaching | 
and many more jobs! 


