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Expulsion Policy and Procedures
Coláiste Mhuirlinne/ Merlin College

In Colaiste Mhuirlinne/ Merlin College the ultimate sanction imposed by the school is expulsion and it is imposed by the Board of Management/ GRETB only.
This policy and its procedures are approved by the Board of Management having being in development in consultation with the school’s educational partners. 
This policy has been developed in line with NEWB Guidelines in consultation with NBSS.
What is Expulsion?
A student is expelled from school when the Board of Management makes a decision to permanently exclude him/ her from the school having compiled with the provisions of Section 24 of the Education Welfare Act.
The grounds for Expulsion
In Coláiste Mhuirlinne/ Merlin College we recognise expulsion of a student is a very serious step and will only be taken by the Board of Management in cases of very unacceptable and/ or persistent behaviour contrary to the school’s Code of Positive Behaviour.
Normally a range of other interventions to address the misbehaviour will be tried before a decision to expel is made:
· Meeting with parents and the student to try to find ways to help the student to change his behaviour.
· Making sure that the student understands the possible consequences of his behaviour, if it should persist.
· Ensuring other possible options had been tried.
· Seeking the support of outside agencies.
The reasons for expulsion in Coláiste Mhuirlinne/ Merlin College 
The grounds for expulsion may be similar to the grounds for suspension but the seriousness and/or the persistence of the behaviour are the key difference.  All reasonable possibilities for changing the student’s behaviour have been exhausted.
Forms of Expulsion in Coláiste Mhuirlinne/ Merlin College
Expulsion can be in one or two forms:

(1) Grounds for Expulsion:
(2) Automatic Expulsion.

(1) Grounds for Expulsion
The ultimate sanction after (a) all disciplinary options under the Code of Positive Behaviour Policy have been applied and documented and (b) when all appropriate services within the school and outside have either been offered or involved and (c) discussions with parent/s or guardian (s) relating to the serious misbehaviour has taken place.
1.1 A student’s behaviour is a persistent cause of significant disruption to the learning of others or to the teaching process. Examples include:
    a) Walking out of class without permission
    b) Refusing blatantly to follow instructions
    c) Mitching in the school building
    d) Leaving the school building without permission
    e) Refusing to hand up an item to senior management such as a phone or object that could cause harm
1.2 The student’s continued presence in the school constitutes a real and significant threat to safety. Examples include:
    a) Threatening to cause harm to person or persons in the school either online or in the building
    b) Physically/ Verbally aggressive behaviour
    c) Excessive bullying – physical or emotional
    d) Sexual assault or verbally aggressive sexual language
    e) Blatant and verbally aggressive discriminatory and racist language
    f) Vaping more than once
    g) Being in single cubicle toilets with more than one person
    h) Graffiti 

Automatic Expulsion
The Board of Management may decide, as part of the school’s policy on sanctions, and following the consultation process with the school’s educational partners, that particular named behaviours incur automatic expulsion as a sanction.  The kinds of behaviour that might result in a proposal to expel on the basis of a single breach of the code  include:

2.1 The student is responsible for serious damage to property including cars in school carpark.
2.2 A serious threat of violence against another student or member of staff.
2.3 Actual violence or physical assault.
2.4 Using, possessing and/or supplying illegal drugs to other students in the school.
2.5 Sexual assault, including watching, viewing, uploading, downloading or sharing pornographic images.
2.6 Carrying a weapon onto school grounds. (including imitation/ pellet guns)
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