Bicinealta Review / School Year 2025 - 2026

Bullying is defined in our school’s Bi‘Cinealtas as targeted behaviour, online or offline that causes harm. The harm caused can be physical, social
and/or emotional in nature.

Bullying Behaviour is repeated over time and involves an imbalance of power in relationships between two people or groups of people in
society.

1. Is the behaviour targeted at a specific student or group of students?
2. Is the behaviour intended to cause physical, social or emotional harm?
3. Is the behaviour repeated?

The school is obliged to fully investigate any alleged incidents of bullying which are reported by parents or students themselves.
It is important to listen to the views of the student who is experiencing bullying behaviour as to how best to address the situation.

Students should be engaged with without delay so that they feel listened to, supported and reassured.

School staff should identify the support needed for the student who is displaying bullying behaviour to better manage relational difficulties and
ensure that their needs are met. Years Heads may engage with support structures for this purpose.

v A record should be kept of the engagement with all involved including the initial ‘Bullying Incident Report Form’.
v This record should document the form and type of bullying behaviour, where and when it took place and the date of the initial engagement with

the students involved and their parents.
v The record should include the views of the students and their parents regarding the actions to be taken to address the bullying behaviour.

The Relevant Teacher (The Year Head) must engage with the students involved and their parents again no more than 20
school days after the initial engagement.




Incidents of Bullying Behaviour reported and managed during school year 2025 / 2026

1% Year 2" Year 3Year | Transition | 5% Year 6" Year
Year
3 5 1 NIL NIL NIL (Formally)
1 incident reported 3™ June 2026 informally.

Review Actions and Follow up for School Year 2026 / 2027:

From the Student Survey March/April 2026 :63% of students surveyed strongly agreed/agreed that school bullying is taken
seriously and dealt with effectively.

Action:

e A survey among Year Heads regarding the reporting of bullying within the school — May 2026. Results to be analysed Staff
CPD August 2026

e Bicinealta procedures (specifically related to students) to be reviewed with initiatives tightened. This will include a Well
Being Noticeboard, prominent and public display of Student Friendly Poster — “STAND UP SPEAK OUT”, Notices on
classroom and other relevant doors explaining “MY DOOR IS OPEN” - to help and encourage students to communicate

e Designated email address — canyouhelp@gormanstoncollege.ie for Year Heads to monitor

e Promote email address through school assemblies, opportunities to speak with students etc

e As part of STUDENT VOICE Key objective as part of revised whole school strategic action plan —the above communicated
to all school stakeholders from August 2026 and commencement of new school year.
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