Santa Sabina Dominican College

Policy related to Severe Weather Conditions

This Policy has been drawn up to provide some clarity around the closure of school during severe weather
conditions associated with various weather warnings. Our overriding concerns in any decisions made, will
take account of our duty of care to both staff and students, particularly during severe ice or snow
associated with either Orange or Red weather warnings. This policy is intended to provide some clarity
around the situation and is based on Department advice and the suggested policy Bus Eireann will
implement for their School Transport Schemes during Severe Weather Warnings.

Severe Weather Warnings

When a severe weather warning is announced, it is important to stay informed about expected
meteorological conditions and adhere to the instructions and advice given by the authorities.

Status Red Weather Warnings

A Status Red weather warning is the most severe weather warning and all citizens are advised to take
appropriate action in order to protect themselves from anticipated weather conditions.

Schools, during Status Red weather warnings, automatically remain closed.

If a Status Red weather warning is announced for our area, the school will not open. In this circumstance
parents must keep their children at home. It is important to remember that a Status Red weather warning
must relate to our area for automatic school closure.

If a media announcement is made overnight, the school will not open for the duration of the Status Red
weather warning. If the Status Red weather warning is announced during the course of the school day or is
anticipated during the school day, parents will be informed of a possible early school closure.

School Buses will follow Bus Eireann policy and will not operate during any Status Red weather warnings.

Status Orange Weather Warnings
The Department of Education is quite clear in relation to its advice during these warnings. It leaves the
decision to the school authority but states it is better to err on the side of caution in any local context.

Contingency Arrangements in the event of unforeseen school closure

In the event of school closure due to a severe weather warning, we will adhere to Department Circulars
0005/2020 and Circular 0018/2026 which do not provide for remote teaching and learning in these
circumstances but suggest that time would be made up by prioritising tuition over non-tuition activities.

Any shortfalls that may occur as a result of extended school closure will be addressed before the end of the
relevant academic year and may involve the provision of additional class time either before or at the end of
the school day, if necessary, to complete the curriculum. This could mean that classes would take place
beyond normal finishing time at 3.30 or 1 O’Clock on Fridays. In addition, the practice of teachers missing
class time for extra-curricular competitions or matches will be curtailed to prioritise tuition time to make
up for any unforeseen school closures..

Time taken from Mid-term breaks or holiday periods will be avoided, as far as possible, in order to allow
parents and staff to plan family time/holidays.

Parents will be informed via the school App regarding school operation for weather related emergency
issues and in these circumstances the judgment of the School Authorities will, at all times, be informed by
Health and Safety principles and Department of Education advice.



