
L E A V I N G  

C Y C L E  

G E O G R A P H Y



S T R U C T U R E  

O F  T H E  

C O U R S E

• 3 ‘Contextual Strands’ –

based on Geographical 

Knowledge

• 1 ‘Unifying Strand’ –

based on Geographical 

Skills



S T R A N D  1  –

P H Y S I C A L  

E N V I R O N M E N T  

Tectonic Activity: plates, 
volcanoes, earthquakes

The Rock Cycle

Rivers, Coasts, Glaciation

Atmosphere and Weather

Climate Zones and Climate 
Change



S T R A N D  2  –

H U M A N  

E N V I R O N M E N T

Rural and Urban 
settlement 

Population 

Migration



S T R A N D  3 :  

G L O B A L  

E N V I R O N M E N T

Agriculture and fishing

Tourism

European Union

EU Policies

Multinational Companies

Development

Globalisation

Geopolitics



U N I F Y I N G  

S T R A N D

Geographical skills and thinking:

Mapwork

Gathering and Evaluating Data

Source work

Aerial Photographs

Charts

Diagrams/Sketches



A P P L I E D  

G E O G R A P H Y  

P R O J E C T  –

4 0 %

N O T  Y E T  R E L E A S E D ,  M O R E  

I N F O R M A T I O N  W I L L  C O M E  

O U T  I N  S E P T E M B E R  2 0 2 6



W R I T T E N  E X A M

60% of final grade

Sample paper is to be released in April, but the format will be 
similar to the Junior Cycle Exam



W H Y  C H O O S E  G E O G R A P H Y ?

Skills learned in 
Geography can 

contribute to many 
types of careers and 

studies:

Journalist Cartographer Landscape architect Coastal rescue

Geologist
Development of 

renewable energy 
sources

Meteorologist Statistician Politics
Climate change 

analysist

Tourism industry
Primary/Secondary/
UniversityEducation 

Sector
Tv Researcher Town planner Estate agent
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