
Junior Cycle
Information evening

Third Year Parent and 
Guardians



Overview 

• Assessment - Miriam
• Timetable - Miriam
• Subjects, Short Courses, and Other Areas 
of Learning - Miriam
• Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement 
(JCPA) - Miriam
• Study Tips – Miriam
• Managing Myself – Miriam
• StudyClix - Miriam
• RACE - Jayne
• Yondr - Donal
• Mocks - Donal
• Budgeting – Donal
• Notable Events - Donal



Assessment

Subjects

Short Courses



Assessment:  Subjects
Exams will be set, held, and marked by the State Examinations 
Commission in June of third year.

English, Irish and 
Maths specified at 

Higher and 
Ordinary levels

All other subjects 
specified at a 

Common Level

Duration of 2 
hours or less



Junior Cycle Exam 
timetable

The 2027 timetable 
hasn’t been published 
yet – it will be similar to 
this timetable 



Assessment:

• One Classroom-Based Assessment in 
each Short Course

• School reports to parents and students

• All assessment in Short Courses is school-
based 

Short Courses



One Subject’s Journey

Ongoing assessment that supports 
student learning

Transition 
from 

Primary 
School

First Year Second Year Third Year

Ongoing 
Assessment

Ongoing 
Assessment

Check 
In

Check 
In

Check 
In

2nd Year

Classroom-
Based 

Assessment

Final 
Assessment

3rd  Year

Classroom-
Based 

Assessment

1 2 3



Steps towards the Junior 
Cycle Profile of Achievement

• Classroom-Based Assessments of subjects and short 
courses will be completed in second and third-year

• Students will sit written SEC prepared examinations in 
June 2027 for subjects

• Assessment in Short Courses is school-based, subject 
exams set by the SEC on national level

• Schools will report on student engagement and 
participation in the Other Areas of Learning section of 
the JCPA over the course of Junior Cycle



Example JCPA



State Examinations
• Distinction (85+)

• Higher Merit (70-84)

• Merit (55-69)

• Achieved (40-54)

• Partially Achieved (20-39)

• Not Graded (>20)

Classroom-Based 
Assessments

• Exceptional

• Above expectations

• In line with expectations

• Yet to meet expectations

• Not reported



Other Areas of Learning



Example JCPA 
Again



Study tips Study skills workshops have been held in first 
year and second year and more workshops will 
be held this year
Examples of good study strategies:

• Flash cards
• Mindmaps
• Completing extra sums or problems

• Completing homework
• Using technology e.g. documentaries on 

Youtube
• Using voice to text feature in Word or on other 

apps on iPad

• Understanding what way your son/daughter 
learns best



Study Timetable

• Plan out study for the week
• SMART (Specific, Measurable, Achievable, 

Relevant, Time-Bound)

• Account for rhythm of the week/year
• Rewards & Balance 



Homework 

Homework and study are 
inextricably linked

They are two sides of the same 
coin

Students should prioritise their 
homework and do it to a high 

standard each day



Classwork 
• Active engagement in lessons is the 

most important thing
• Students are in lessons for 28 hours a 

week so they need to make that time 
count by asking questions, taking 
notes, and answering questions.

• By being active and not passive 
learners, every student can achieve 
their educational potential 



Managing Myself

It is important to note that this will be a challenging year 
for your child and they may struggle with some levels of 
anxiety and stress.

Here are some tips to help support this: 

• Attendance & Punctuality

• Study Area & Routine

• Phones & Online Safety

• Balance



Wellbeing & Balance

• Adventure Day

• Pancake Morning

• Extra-Curricular Activities

• Thematic Weeks

• Wellbeing lunch

• Open Day

• Sponsored Walk

• Talent Show

• Sports Days



Supervised 
Study

• Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
(except holidays and closures)

• €140 for the term (Sept to Dec)
• Quiet environment to complete 

studies
• More information, see the app, 

contact Simon
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Studyclix
• An excellent digital tool for studying
• Premium version paid for by the 

school. 
• Click here for summary of how 

Studyclix works (scroll down to the 
end of the web page) 

https://www.studyclix.ie/getting-started-for-students


Reasonable Accommodations for State Exams
(RACE)

• Window opens to apply end of October – December 2026
• Based on official reports, tests, and school data – Learning, Hearing, Visual, 

Physical

• Specific Criteria
• Decision generally March 2027
• Liaise with Jayne in October to begin the process

• Document here in student friendly language
• More detailed guide here for parents & schools 

https://www.examinations.ie/schools/EN-1013-82615129.pdf
https://www.examinations.ie/schools/EN-1013-80178722.pdf


Yondr Pouches

22



Mock Examinations 
• Mon 2nd - Friday 12th February (TBC)

• The exam papers are purchased by the school from Examcraft 
(supplier of mock exams for Junior Cycle and Leaving Cert.) 

• Serve as an exact trial run of the Junior Cycle. 

• It is important that all students take these mock examinations 
seriously as it will give them the opportunity to see where are 
they at, prior to the state examinations. 

• The mock examinations will be corrected by our own teachers 
here at Blackrock ETSS. This ensures quality and avoids incurring 
extra costs for parents.

• Use Studyclix as preparation



Budgeting for the Year

• The cost to sit the Junior Cycle is usually around 
€110 – payable to the Dept of Education directly. 
Letter will follow in winter. 

• The cost for the mock papers/materials is 
approximately €40 in total. This will be confirmed 
at a later date - will be distributed through the app

• Studyclix – Paid for by the school
• Exam papers paid for as part of School Book 

Scheme
• Supervised Study - €140 per term (Sept to Xmas)



School Bus Rules

• Funded by the Department of Education

• Like all school buses, it is not supervised by 
staff

• Rules

• Responsibilities

• Consequences

• Information available from School Website
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Some notable events for parents on calendar 
over the next few months....
• Parent Association meetings through the year (Tues 29th Sept first 

meeting) 
• Supervised Study began tonight – More information through app
• Adventure Day – Thurs 24th Sept
• Sponsored Walk, Wed 21st Oct
• Parent-teacher-student meeting, Thursday 12th November
• More information available on the school app calendar and the 

school website calendar
• Do you have the school app downloaded? Are you checking the 

messages?!



Thanks

•More information -> App & Website

• Year Head-> Miriam

• IEN -> Jayne

•Questions?
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