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Agenda

Overview — Miriam
Principles of the Junior Cycle - Miriam

Subjects, Short Courses, Wellbeing and
Other Areas of Learning - Miriam

Assessment and Reporting - Miriam

Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement
(JCPA) - Miriam

General Advice — Jayne
Yondr — Donal

Notable Events - Donal
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¢ Help students become better learners
and develop a love of learning

What |S the ® provide a solid foundation for further
study

purpose of

education in

® :
1 To support learning through
J u n |Or CyC|e? effective reporting to both students and
parents

* develop skills for learning and life
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What will
students
experience Iin
Junior Cycle?
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U8E_79B9Klw

The principles and key skills of the Junior
Cycle curriculum

Wellbeing .
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Mathematics
Science
Business Studies

Music
Art, Craft and Design
Ethical Education

English
Irish
Spanish

History
Geography

Technical Graphics
Wood Technology
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http://ppt/slides/slide7.xml
http://ppt/slides/slide5.xml
http://ppt/slides/slide5.xml

Short Courses

Level 3
" Civic, Social & Political Education
Social Personal Health Education
- Physical Education
. Coding
Philosophy
L Artistic Performance

Short Course
Civic, Social &
Political Education

sprification lor Jumser Cyde
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Other Areas of Learning

* Extra-curricular activities e.g. Sports,
Music

* Thematic Weeks

* Pastoral Care

* Guidance

* Ethical Education

* Wellbeing Activities
* Competitions




Wellbeing for Junior Cycle students

400 hours over 3 years

Physical Education

Social, Personal and Health Education (including
Relationship and Sexuality Education)

Civic, Social and Political Education

Student wellbeing is present when the
students realise their abilities, take care
of their physical wellbeing, can cope
with the normal stresses of life, and
have a sense of purpose and belonging
to a wider community.

Junior Cycle Wellbeing Guidelines (2017)
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Assessment: Subjects

Exams will be set, held, and marked by the State Examinations
Commission in June of third year.

English, Irish and

Maths specified at
Higher and

Ordinary levels

J

All other subjects
specified at a
Common Level

Duration of 2
hours or less
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Assessment: Short Courses

Classroom-Based assessments throughout the 2" & 31 Year

Assessed in All common 3 week

the school level window
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One Subject’s Journey

Y
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‘ e 2nd Year 3rd Year

Transition Check In Check In

from First Year Second Year Third Year
Primary Classroom- Classroom- Final
™= School Based = Based == —
Ongoing Ongoing Assessment
Assessment Assessment | Assessment [ASS€ssment

Ongoing assessment that supports
student learning
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Classroom-Based Assessments

. provide students with opportunities to demonstrate their understanding and skills in
a way which would not be possible in a formal examination.

. cover a broad range of activities |nclud|n§ oral presentations, written work of
different types, practical or designing and making activities, artistic performances,
scientific experiments, projects or other suitable tasks.

. facilitate developmental feedback to students.
. All assessment in Short Courses is school-based
: Framework for Junior Cycle 2015, p. 37

Technically 2 CBAs for each subject required, but have only been asked for 1 per subject in

recent years
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https://youtu.be/q6HG4PHKcvY
https://youtu.be/q6HG4PHKcvY
https://youtu.be/q6HG4PHKcvY
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2nd Year CBA Calendar Slotl Slot2 Slot3
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Christmas Exams

loween Break

Ch

ristmas Break

Visual Art

Maths 1

Spanish 1

History 1 [Maths 1

Spanish 1

History 1 [Maths 1

Spanish 1

History 1

5p

ring Midterm

English 1

Begins

Science 1

English 1 [Music 1

Wood 1

Business |

Science 1

English 1 [Music 1

Wood 1

Business |

Science 1

Music 1

Wood 1

Business

Easter Break

Gaeilge 2

PhilosophiGraphics 1

Gaeilge 2

PhilosophiGraphics 1

Gaeilge 2

Philosoph{Graphics 1

Summer Exams

Visual Art Ends




Steps towards the Junior
Cycle Profile of Achievement

e Classroom-Based Assessments of subjects and short
courses will be completed in second and third-year

e Students will sit written SEC prepared examinations
in June of third-year for subjects

* Assessment in Short Courses is school-based, subject
exams set by the SEC on national level

e Schools will report on student engagement and
participation in the Other Areas of Learning section
of the JCPA over the course of Junior Cycle




o JUNIOR CYCLE PROFILE OF ACHIEVEMENT _,r 2025

H State Certified Final Examination

Irish L2 (H) Higher Merit
English (H) Higher Merit
Mathematics (H) Distinction
History (C) Distinction
Geography (C) Distinction
Spanish (C) Higher Marit
Science (C) Distinction
Graphics (C) Distinction
Visual Art (C) Distinction
Other Areas of Learning D

™8 won the Leinster Triple Jump,
breaking the existing record, and then
won silver in Nationals. This shows she is
a confident and competent participant in
physical activity and is motivated to be
physically active.
“was Student Council Secretary
2024-2025 which shows she values what
it means to be an active citizen, with
rights and responsibilities in local and
wider contexts.

B competed at Scifest and won a
teacher voted award which shows that
she values the role and contribution of
science and technology to society, and
their personal, social and global
importance.

was a founding member of a
committee to celebrate Daffodil Day.

Principal

Donal Evoy

Classroom-Based Assessments - Subjects

Laniguasge Partfalic Exceptianal
Cammunicative tak Abavs Expactaticrs

Oral Communicatian Abavs Expectations
The Cellacticn of tha Student Tees Mat Reported

Mathamacical Imvastigatian Excaptianal
Statistical Irwastigatian Mat Reperted

Tha Pastin My Placa Excaptianal

Alikain Tima Mat Reperted

Geography in the news Excaptianal
Geography

Wy guagraphy Nt Raportad

Mathematics

e Oral Communication Abave Expectatiors
L]
SP. Tha Student Languags Partilic Hat Reportsd
- Estarvdud Experimantal Invastigatian Excaptianal
ence
Sciancain Sacity Inueatigatian Mat Reportsd

Cammunicating threugh skoiching Exceptianal

Graphical presantatian skils Exceptianal

From Frocoes to Realsatian Exceptianal
Visual Art

Cammunicats and Raflect Exceptianal

Classroom-Based Assessments - Short Courses

Artistic Performance Excapticral
Wellbeing

‘SPHE (Sacial, Parsonal, Haalth Education) Exceptional
Physical Edusation Exceptioral

CSPE (Civis, Social, Palitical Educatior) Excoptional
Other Areas of Wellbeing D

In SPHES@Mreflected on, and leamed about, the changing patterns af
teanage fiendship and how best to manage relationships.

Ww-ompleted a project in CSPE where she leamed about the social and
economic impsct of homalessness.

As part of the schoal's Wellbeing pmgr‘amrna“ leamed about the
influenca of sacial media, peer pressure, and stereotypes in the digital warld.

Roll Number: BE3ETK

Blackrock Educate Together
Secondary School ‘:\ /":

Tully Park, Chernywiood, Dublin =
18 BLACKROCK

This JCPA recognises and records achievements in Junior Cycle.
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State Examinations

Distinction (85+)

Higher Merit (70-84)
Merit (55-69)

Achieved (40-54)
Partially Achieved (20-39)

Not Graded (>20)

Classroom-Based

Assessments

Exceptional

Above expectations

In line with expectations

Yet to meet expectations

Not reported
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Other Areas of Learning

Other Areas of Leamning kd

The school has flexibility to report on other learning experiences/events that the student
has participated in outside the formal timetabled curriculum such as;

¢ Engagement with co-curricular or extra-curricular activities such as a science fair,
school's sporting activities or debating,

¢ Specific learning opportunities that do not form part of subjects or short courses,
.e; leadership training: activities relating to guidance; membership of school
clubs or societies; membership of school's student council.

¢ Engagements that form part of the formal timetabled curriculum but not A /~
reported on in other sections of the JCPA i.e; engagement with a schools own o~
religious education programme or with elements of the PE, SPHE curriculum and D OEATR DN

CSPE.



Junior Cycle Reasonable
Accommodations

If you have any concerns

Can only app!y for. o regarding a student,
accommodations in 3rd — .
22 contact IEN coordinator

year Jayne



Study tips

Study skills workshops have been held in first year more
workshops will be held this year

Examples of good study strategies:

Flash cards

Mindmaps

Completing extra sums or problems

Completing homework

Using technology e.g. documentaries on Youtube

Using voice to text feature in Word or on other apps on iPad

Understanding what way your son/daughter learns best




Homework — The best form of study!

Homework and study are They are two sides of the same Students should prioritise their
inextricably linked coin homework and do it to a high

standard each day
N\ A

S
BLACKROCK

EDUCATE TOGETHER
SECONDARY SCHOOL



Genera-l Advice

® Attendance & Punctuality

® Homework & Engagement

¢ Study Area & Routine *%
P g

¢ Disruptions (Phones!)
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Yondr Pouches
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As students enter school,
they place their phone in their
assigned Yondr Pouch.

Students close and secure
their Pouch, keeping it on
them throughout the day.

Sy

o>

When leaving school, students
tap their Pouch on a Base to
retrieve their phone.

25



Studyclix

* An excellent digital tool for studying

* Premium version paid for by the
school.

* Click here for summary of how
Studyclix works (scroll down to the
end of the web page)

studyclix
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https://www.studyclix.ie/getting-started-for-students

Supervised Study

* Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
(except holidays and closures)

* €140 for the term (Sept to Dec)

* Quiet environment to complete
studies

* More information, see the app,
contact Simon
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Some notable events for parents on calendar
over the next few months....

* Parent Association meetings through the year (29t Sept first meeting)
* Adventure Day — Sept 24th

e Sponsored Walk, Wed 215t Oct — parents welcome

* Parent-teacher-student meeting, Thurs December 3rd

* More information available on the school app calendar, and the
school website calendar

* Do you have the school app downloaded? Are you checking the
messages?!
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Thanks

® More information -> App & Website

® Year Head-> Miriam

N A
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® Class Teachers -> Through Year Head
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