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1. Introduction

St. Cronan’s National School operates an installed a Closed-Circuit Television (CCTV) system.
This policy regulates the use of CCTV and its associated technology in the monitoring of the

external environs of the premises.

This policy has been updated to align with the Data Protection Act 2018, the General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR), and the DPC Toolkit for Schools (Dec 2024). It should be read

in conjunction with the school’s overall Data Protection Policy.

The BoM of St. Cronan’s N.S, as the corporate body has a statutory responsibility for the
protection of its property, equipment and other plant as well providing a sense of security to
its employees, students and invitees to its premises. The BoM of St. Cronan’s NS owes a duty
of care under the provisions of Safety, Health and Welfare at Work Act 2005 and associated
legislation and utilises CCTV systems and their associated monitoring and recording
equipment as an added mode of security and surveillance for the purpose of enhancing the
quality of life of the school community by integrating the best practices governing the public

and private surveillance of its premises.



2. Purpose of the CCTV System

The Board of Management has installed the system to discharge its statutory and common

law responsibilities. The specific purposes are:

(i) Security: Protecting the school buildings, the All-Weather Pitch (Astroturf),
and school assets, particularly after hours.

(ii) Crime Prevention: Reducing the incidence of crime and anti-social behaviour
(theft, vandalism) and supporting An Garda Siochdna in the deterrence and
detection of crime.

(iii) Health & Safety: Ensuring a safe environment for staff, students, and visitors.
Lawful Basis for Processing:

Article 6(1)(e) GDPR: Processing is necessary for the performance of a task carried out in the

public interest (management of the school).

Article 6(1)(f) GDPR: Processing is necessary for the purposes of legitimate interests (security

of assets), except where such interests are overridden by the interests of the child.

3. Scope and Operation

Data Controller: The Board of Management of St. Cronan’s National School.

Location of Cameras: Cameras are installed externally only. No cameras are installed in
classrooms, offices, or sensitive areas (toilets/changing rooms). Video monitoring of public
areas for security purposes in the school grounds is limited to uses that do not violate the

individual’s reasonable expectation to privacy.
Operational Times: 24-hour.

Rationale; to ensure the CCTV operational window aligns with the priorities of ‘health and
safety’, and ‘supporting the Gardai’, restricting the operating window would undermine
these stated purposes. To ensure a balance between the privacy of the students and staff
and the safety provided by a CCTV system it will be used as a measure of last resort for
internal investigations. The use of the CCTV system will be conducted in a professional,

ethical and legal manner and any diversion of the use of CCTV security technologies for



other purposes is prohibited by this policy e.g. CCTV will not be used for monitoring

employee performance.

For clarity, video recording will be operational at all times (evenings, weekends, holidays). All
external groups that make use of the facilities will be notified and the BoM of St. Cronan’s
NS will ensure that the CCTV system is operated only in a way that is compatible with the

provisions of this policy.

Monitoring: The CCTV footage is not monitored in real-time unless a security incident is in

progress.

4. Data Protection Impact Assessment (DPIA)

In accordance with DPC Guidance (2024), the Board of Management has assessed the

necessity and proportionality of the CCTV system.

Necessity: The system is necessary because less intrusive measures (e.g., perimeter fencing,
alarms) have proven insufficient to fully protect the All-Weather Pitch and external areas

from vandalism.

Proportionality: The privacy intrusion is minimized by restricting cameras to external areas

only and maintaining robust data protection procedures.

5. Storage and Retention

Retention Period: Footage is retained for a maximum of 28 days (rolling loop).

Deletion: Old footage is automatically overwritten after this period unless required for an

active investigation by An Garda Siochana or the school insurance company.

Security: The recording equipment is stored in a secure office. Access is restricted to the

principal and designated authorised staff.

6. Access to CCTV Footage

(i) 6.1 Access by Staff/Board
Access to footage is restricted to the Principal/Deputy Principal (or Nominee) for the
purposes of investigating a specific incident (e.g., break-in, vandalism). A log of all

access will be maintained.



(ii) 6.2 Access by An Garda Siochana
Footage may be provided to An Garda Siochdna where necessary for the
investigation of a crime. A written request should generally be sought, referencing
Section 41(b) of the Data Protection Act 2018.

(iii) 6.3 Access by Data Subjects (SARs)
Any person whose image is recorded has a right to request a copy of the footage
(Subject Access Request).

(iv) 6.4 Access by Insurance company
Where the insurance company requires same in order to pursue a claim for

damage done to the insured property.

Procedure: Requests must be made in writing to the principal using the form in the

appendices of the Data Protection Policy.

Redaction: If other individuals are visible in the footage, their images will be redacted

(blurred) to protect their privacy before the footage is released to the requester.

7. Signage

Appropriate signage is displayed at the entrance to the school grounds and near the All-

Weather Pitch.
The signage includes:

(i) A statement that CCTV is in operation.
(ii) The purpose (e.g., "For Security").
(iii) The name of the Data Controller (St. Cronan's NS BoM).

(iv) Contact details for the Board (School Phone Number/Email).
8. Ratification

This policy was ratified by St. Cronan’s NS Board of Management on 4™ Dec 2025.
This policy will be communicated to staff and the school community, as appropriate. It will
be reviewed initially every three years, unless there is a compelling reason to review it

earlier.
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Signed: Date:

Chairperson, Board of Management


Rory Murphy

Rory Murphy
26 January 2026


