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5th Year Subject Choice



General Advice for choosing subjects

■ Discuss subject choice with your son
■ Students have been told and shown how to do as 

much research as possible – not all do

■ Do as much research yourself – excellent resources 
available www.qualifax.ie www.careersportal.ie

■ Be realistic – select subjects that suit his interests 
and abilities.  



Subjects on Offer

Core:

English - Higher and Ordinary Level

Irish - Higher, Ordinary 

Maths - Higher, Ordinary and Foundation Level
*Students with a DES Irish exemption will fill out a form for college entry when they 

apply to CAO to meet the entry requirement.



Option Subjects (Students will select four subjects)

● Art *Home Economics
● Design and Computer Graphics *Music
● Construction Studies
● History 
● Geography
● French
● Physics
● Chemistry
● Biology
● Agricultural Science
● Computer Science
● Physical Education (Exam)
● Accounting
● Business
● Economics



Leaving Certificate Points System

*Bonus 25 points for HL 

Maths for H6 and above

*Best six subjects are 

counted for points 

(625 is the max points)



Third Language Requirement

Some colleges require that students have a third language to gain entry to the 
course.  For example the NUIs (National Universities of Ireland) require 
students to have a third language (eg French) to access their arts, business, 
law and some medical science courses but they do not require a third 
language for their science or engineering courses.  

Full details are available 
https://www.qualifax.ie/index.php?option=com_wrapper&view=wrapper&Itemid
=77

If students are enjoying their language then it might be an idea to keep French
and this keeps every avenue open for the future - BUT there are lots of 
colleges and courses that do not require a language.



Colleges that require a third language

-Maynooth University

-University of Galway

-University College Cork (UCC)

-University College Dublin (UCD)

-Royal College of Surgeons, Ireland (RCSI)

-St Angela’s College, Sligo

-National College of Art & Design (NCAD)

-Shannon College of Hotel Management

*They do not require a language for Science or Engineering courses
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Colleges that do NOT require a language

University of Limerick

- They will accept English, maths and another language (Irish or French or any other studied language)

Trinity College Dublin

- They will accept English, maths and a “language other than English”

Dublin City University

- They will accept English or Irish and maths

Institutes of Technology/Technological Universities

- They will accept English or Irish, maths and enough points for their courses.



Further Questions

If you have any questions or queries please contact me 
fergusonelaine@ricecollegewestport.ie.



Leaving Certificate 
French

Ms McFadden



Why Choose French?

• The official language of around 29 countries in the world.
• A modern foreign language is a requirement for admission to some 

third level courses.
• French is an enjoyable language to learn. It is simply about learning 

and improving your competence in the language.
• There is no literature component to study in French for senior 

cycle.
• The oral exam is worth 25% of the marks for Leaving cert and the 

aural exam is worth 15%.



Leaving Certificate 
Art

Ms Hopkins



 Senior Cycle Art

Practical-70% (Project 50%  Exam 20%)   Jan-April

Theory -30%        Visual Studies             June



Practical 
different areas of practice

Drawing, Painting, Print, Poster Design, clay modelling
Visual studies

Europe 1850-1900’s 
Realism - Impressionism - Post Impressionism
Monet, Renoir, Degas  Seurat,  Gauguin, Van Gogh, Cézanne 

Irish Art and Modernism 1880-1960
Hone, Osborne, O’Conor, Henry,  Yeats, Jellett, Grey

Today's World
Street Art, Graphic Design, Public Art, Exhibition visits 



Leaving Certificate 
Home Economics

Ms Morley



HOME ECONOMICS
SENIOR CYCLE

SUBJECT BREAKDOWN

80% COURSEWORK

20% ASSIGNMENTS



COURSEWORK
There are three main areas of study in Home Economics

1.Food Science and Nutrition

2.Resource Management and Consumer Studies

3.Social Studies

In addition, students also complete an elective area of study.



Leaving Certificate 
Computer Science

Mr. Clarke



CompSci for the Leaving Certificate → Project Work (ALTs)

Students actively learn the course material by completing 4 Active 
Learning Tasks (ALTs).



● Takes place in May
● 1 Hour 30 minutes Theory Exam
● 1 Hour Python Programming Exam

LC Computer Science



Leaving Certificate 
History

Ms Hoban



20% Research Study Report



20% Research Study Report



Leaving Certificate 
Geography

Ms Macken



LC REVISED 
GEOGRAPHY

Fergal Macken





Geography: 

Core Topics: (Compulsory)

● Physical Geography
● Regional Geography
● Map reading and Aerial 

Photography (Skill based)
● Applied Geography Project 

(40% of result)

Elective/Options
● Human Environment 
● Economic Geography

Elective/Options

● Geoecology

● Global Interdependence

● Oceans and Atmosphere 



Structure of Course:

● 40% on Applied Geography Project

(Fieldwork.)
● 60% on the LC exam.
● Exam is 2-3 hours.
● A mix of short and long questions.



Careers

● Environmental and Earth 
Sciences

● Urban Planning and 
Development

● Education and Research
● Business and Economics
● Environmental Policy and 

Advocacy
● Sustainability
● Geographic Information system

● Tourism and Heritage
● Science, Technology, and 

Engineering
● International Development and 

Humanitarian Work
● Public Service and Policy
● Agriculture and Rural 

Development



Leaving Certificate 
Accounting

Ms Grimes



 One of three business subjects 

 It is learning by doing 

 Numbers - not theory based

 Important to understand concepts – not learning off 

 3 hour exam – one paper – 3 Sections 

 4/5 questions to be completed – 2 sections Financial, 1 section 
management accounting 



Skills Developed Sample of topics Covered 

Accuracy and attention to 
detail

Final Account – T, P&L BS

Neatness and concentrationClub Accounts 
Sense of achievement, Service Firm Accounts 
Concept of accountability Costing 
Clear and Logical thinking Budgeting 
Problem solving skills Cashflow statements 
Communication skills Correction of Errors –

Suspense a/c 



Leaving Certificate 
Business

Ms McHale (Mr.Lally)



Leaving Cert Business Studies – Why 
Choose it?

Who is Business for:
 You don’t need any previous experience in Business
 It’s a subject that’s useful for everyday life, whatever career you choose
 Ideally for students who enjoy discussion, current affairs, and real-world 

learning. 

Skills: 
• Problem solving 
• Research
• Presenting 
• Use of  technology 
• Not just learning off answers.

Assessment:
• Suits different learners 
• 40% Project - students research a real or 

simulated business
• 60% Exam - focused on applying knowledge, 

not memorising definitions



What it covers Topic Area 

Producing business ideas, 
taking risks, starting and 
growing a business

Entrepreneurship

Market research, 
advertising, branding, and 
understanding consumers

Marketing

Planning, organising, 
leading people, and 
making business decisions

Management

Managing money, 
budgets, cash flow, and 
sources of finance

Finance

Trade, global markets, the 
EU, and doing business 
abroad

International Business

Future Career Pathways:

Business & Management – Business 
Studies, Commerce, International 
Business

Finance, Law & Marketing –
Accounting, Accounting & Finance, 
Business & Law, Marketing

Technology & Services – Digital Business, 
Business Information Systems, Hospitality 
Management

Apprenticeships – Business, sales, 
insurance, retail, and hospitality 
apprenticeships, supported by strong 
communication, teamwork, and 
financial skills



Leaving Certificate 
Economics

Mr. McConway



LC ECONOMICS (UPDATED IN 2019)

20% Research Project
The research study will be based on a brief 
issued annually by the State Examinations 
Commission (SEC) in October.

80% Final Exam



WHY CHOOSE ECONOMICS?

Economics examines how societies manage scarce resources to meet 
endless human wants and needs

Microeconomics focuses on individual choices and markets, while 
macroeconomics analyzes national income and inflation

Economic principles help governments, businesses, and households 
make informed decisions, influencing growth and development

Studying economics helps students comprehend daily financial decisions 
and the complexities of global markets

Economics opens doors to careers in engineering, business, finance, law, 
and public policy, offering versatility for students

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY



WHO IS SUITED TO ECONOMICS?

Analytical thinkers
• Sometimes called the ‘social science’

Enjoy mathematics and calculations
• Trends, graphs and interpreting financial data

Enjoy current affairs that can impact on the national and global 
economy

Complementary subjects: business, accounting, physics, mathematics, 
applied mathematics, history and geography

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA



Leaving Certificate 
Construction 

Studies 
Mr. Flannery



Construction Technology

Course Breakdown

50% Written Exam
30% Project
20% Practical Exam

Course Strands (Topics Explored)
1. The Built Environment
2. Design Materials & Craft Skills
3. Building Fabric
4. Services & Control 

Technology

Building Detail Project Heritage Model Project Day Practical Exam Furniture Project



Possible Careers

• Any Trade/Apprenticeship
• Construction Management
• Engineer
• Architect
• Health & Safety
• BIM Specialist
• Quantity Surveying



Leaving Certificate 
Design & Communication 

Graphics DCG

Mr. McNamara



D
C
G

esign &

ommunication

raphics

Why Study Design and Communications Graphics

● DCG helps to further students’ practical skills with modules like 

graphic communication, problem solving, visualisation, design, 

computer graphics, sketching, and parametric modelling.

What kind of student would DCG suit?

● Students who have taken Graphics, Art, Wood Technology to Junior Cycle.

● Students who have a keen interest in further studies in practical areas of engineering 

and construction, or in apprenticeships which include the ability to read and produce 

drawings.

Careers

Construction, Architecture,Information Technology (IT),Engineering, Manufacturing & 

Energy,Product Design, Apprenticeships, Art, Craft & Design



D
C
G
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Course Outline

● 180 hours class contact.

● Two assessment components

● Project - 40% (Sept 2027 - Jan 2028)

● Exam Paper - 60% (June 2028)



Leaving Certificate 
Biology

Ms Behan



Why Study Biology



Assessment

● Written Exam 60%: Q1 is 
mandatory, choose any 
other 5 Q's from Q2 - Q7. 
Includes interpretation of 
experimental data, 
problem-solving and short 
and long-form questions

● AAC 40%: Worth a 
significant portion of the 
final grade, submitted in 
6th Year

Key Skills

● Scientific investigation & 
experimental design

● Use of models and 
diagrams

● Use of primary and 
secondary data

● Critical thinking and 
evaluation

● Application of biology to 
social, ethical and 
environmental issues

Cross Cutting Themes
Health           Sustainability         Technology

Students apply biology to real-world challenges such as disease, climate change, food                        
production, and genetic research.



Health & Medicine

● Medicine
● Nursing
● Physiotherapy
● Pharmacy
● Veterinary Science

Science & Environment

● Biological Sciences
● Biomedical Science
● Biotechnology
● Environmental Science

Biology is one of the most popular Leaving Cert sciences

Over 60% of healthcare & science courses list biology as recommended 
or essential

Ireland’s biopharma & medical device sector employs 90,000+ people

Who Should Choose Biology?
● Are curious

● Like practical work

● Enjoy understanding people or 
nature

● You enjoyed biology for Junior 
Cycle.

Biology is the study of life — from how your heart beats, to 
how plants grow, to how diseases spread and are treated.



Leaving Certificate 
Physics

Mr. Moran



Physics
Understanding how the world around you works



Contents

1. Mechanics
2. Optics
3. Waves and Sound energy
4. Heat
5. Magnetism
6. Nuclear
7. Electricity

Students will need to be competent at Maths to consider doing Physics for Leaving Cert (i.e. Min of Merit Grade 
in Higher Level Junior Cert )



Leaving Cert Physics Paper

● Seven Questions on the Paper (Total 300 Marks)

● Each question worth 50 marks

● Must Answer Question 1 and any 5 other questions 

● New element of Physics is Project worth 40% ( Total 200 Marks)

● Careers that can require Physics include Engineering, Meteorology, 
Astronomy, Medical Physics and Software Engineer, etc .



Leaving Certificate 
Chemistry

Ms. Costello



Chemistry

Topics: Periodic Table, Atomic structure, Trends in periodic 
table, Stoichiometry, Acids & Bases, Rates of Reaction, 

The Mole (calculations), Gas Laws
Organic chemistry, Water chemistry, Equilibrium, 

Electrochemistry

40% Project 
60% Exam



Is LC Chemistry Right for You?

Careers that require 
Chemistry knowledge
Medicine
Veterinary science
Pharmacy
Biotechnology
Biomedical Engineering
Physiotherapy
Nursing
Chemical Engineering
Dentistry
Forensic science
Other health-related fields
Other science-related fields
And many more…

• Interest / Good in Science & 
Maths

• Complements Biology and 
Physics extremely well

• Skill based learning with lots of 
practical work

• Strong skill development
• Excellent preparation for 

third-level
• Broader Career Opportunities 

- Healthcare, Engineering, Food 
Science, Environmental 
Science, Lab Technicians 
(AbbVie, Eyedea Medtech)



Leaving Certificate 
Agricultural Science

Mr. Duffy



Agricultural Science
Course structure

● 25% Coursework: 
○ 15 months to complete

○ New theme brief each year

● 75% Written Exam

Topic Areas covered: 
● Soil

○ Formation, Physical, Chemical, Biological and Soil 
Management

● Plants
○ Grass, Barley, Potatoes, Kale, & Miscanthus

● Livestock
○ Beef, Dairy, Sheep, Pigs

● Experiments
○ 25 experiments 



Leaving Certificate 
LCPE

LC Physical Education

Mr. Gill



Leaving Cert
Physical Education 

(Exam)

5th Yr & 6th Yr



Course content

LevelWeightingAssessment Component

Higher or Ordinary20%Physical Activity Project (PAP)

Common30%Performance Assessment (PA)

Higher or Ordinary50%Written Exam (2.5hrs)



Course content5th Yr

● Theory & Practical work
● Mini PAP & PA
● Work with Inshot App
● Class tests
● Homework
● Reading, very important

6th Yr

● Theory & Practical work
● PAP coursework 

○ (20% - 8 - 10 weeks)
● PA Course work 

○ (30% - 8 - 10 weeks)
● Work with Inshot App
● Class tests
● Homework
● Exam papers
● Reading, very important
● Final exam (50%)

○ 3 sections
○ Short Q’s
○ Case study
○ Long Q’s



Have you considered 
LCA?

Leaving Certificate 
Applied?









Leaving Certificate Students on Results Day 2023
Well Done to Brian Mulchrone 609 Darragh Slattery 625 and Colin Hastings 613



Leaving Certificate Students on Results Day 2024 all over 600
Well Done to Leon Askin, Eoghan Johnston, Charlie Harburn, Fionn O’Hora(625),       

Michael Geraghty, Joe O’Malley, Ciarán Lydon. 



Computer Science Class 2023
All 8 students achieved H1s

Pictured with Computer Science Teacher Mr Clarke and School Principal Mr Rabbette



LC 2025 Results 17 with 500+ Points Cathal Guilfoyle & Layth Mansour (625)

Have you considered 
LCA?

Leaving Certificate 
Applied?
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