Why learn German?

Languages and the learning of languages is becoming more crucial in today’s global world.
International companies such as Google, Facebook and Twitter who now have hubs in
Dublin are putting greater emphasis on languages skills than ever before. When universities
ask these companies what skills they wish students to have, they talk not about M.A.’s or

P.H.D.’s - they invariably ask for the same thing: information technology and language skills.

. Business: Knowing the language of your German business partners improves
your relations and therefore your chances for effective communication and success.
. The global career: Knowledge of German increases your job opportunities with
German and foreign companies in your own country and abroad. Proficiency in
German helps you to function productively for an employer with global business
connections.

. Tourism and hospitality industry: Tourists from German-speaking countries
travel wide and far, and are the world’s biggest spenders when on holiday. They
appreciate to be looked after by German-speaking staff and tour guides.

. Science and Research: German is the second most commonly used scientific
language. Germany is the third largest contributor to research and development and
offers research fellowships to scientists from abroad.

. Communication: Developments in media, information and communication
technology require multilingual communicators. A wide range of important websites
are in German and worldwide, Germany is ranked number 5 in terms of annual
publication of new books. Knowledge of German therefore offers you extended

access to information.



. Cultural understanding: Learning German provides you with an insight into the
way of life, and the hopes and dreams of people in German speaking countries,
broadening your horizon.

. Travel: Make the most of your travels not only in German-speaking countries,
but in many other European countries where German is widely spoken, especially in
Eastern Europe.

. Enjoyment of literature, music, art and philosophy: German is the language of
Goethe, Kafka, Mozart, Bach and Beethoven. Indulge in reading and/or listening to
their works in their original language.

. Opportunities to study/work in Germany: Germany awards a generous
number of scholarships and other support to study in Germany. Working holiday
visas are available for young foreigners from a range of countries, and special visas
are offered to skilled workers and professionals.

. Opportunities for exchange: A wide range of exchange programs exists for
both school and university students between Germany and many countries in the

world.



