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Dear parents/guardians,

As we move towards the end of a very busy term, | wish to draw your attention to several
important developments/events happening over the course of the next few weeks. Before
this, | want to sincerely thank all our students and our hard-working staff for another superb
term in our school community. There have been many highlights this term, far too many to
mention here, and | would encourage you to follow our social media platforms to get a real
sense of the day-to-day happenings in our school. However, | do wish to sincerely thank the
staff who organised and accompanied students on two school tours to London and
Frankfurt respectively. These experiences go a long way in broadening horizons for our
students and the efforts of our staff in organising these experiences does not go unnoticed.

We recently received a Department of Education and Youth Follow-Up Inspection in
Computer Science/Coding in our school, as a follow-up to the main inspection two years
ago. The purpose of the visit was to determine the progress being made on the
recommendations that arose from that initial inspection. In these follow-up inspections, the
inspectorate notes progress through the following four descriptors: very good, good, partial
or no progress. The report is going through the draft stage at the moment and the final
report will be published in the New Year. However, we were very pleased with the initial
findings of the inspector, on the day, and it affirms a lot of the good practice evident in our
school. | would like to thank the Computer Science/Coding teachers for all their hard work

and engagement during the process.
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Protocols during Christmas Exams and Double Classes

Christmas Exams for our First, Second & Fifth Year (inclusive of LCA1) students and Double
Classes for our Third- and Sixth-Year (inclusive of LCA2) students begin this Thursday 11th
December running to Friday 19th December.

At this stage, all students have been issued their respective timetable schedule and the full
list of timetables is also available on our school website, through accessing the Latest News
tab. We ask you to please discuss the respective schedule with your

son/daughter, ahead of the commencement of the exams/double classes this Thursday, as
well as ensuring that your son/daughter arrives on time for their respective exams/double

classes. We appreciate your cooperation on this matter.
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These exams and double classes are an important part of the school calendar, particularly as
we approach the half-way point of the academic year. Therefore, we encourage full
attendance at all exams and double classes respectively. In particular, we expect full
attendance of our Third-and Sixth-Year students at all their double classes, as an enormous
amount of revision/exam preparation is completed in these classes. Third-and-Sixth Years
should not be picking and choosing which double classes they attend: they should attend all
classes, regardless of the subject.

There are some protocols to alert you to, while the examinations and double classes are
running:

- If a student does not have an exam/double class in the 9am-11am morning slot or
the 2pm-4pm afternoon slot, there is no requirement for them to be in school.
However, they are more than welcome to study, during those times, in their assigned
exam centre.

- If a student has an exam/double class in the 9am-11am morning slot and again in the
2pm to 4pm afternoon slot, but has no exam/double class in the mid-morning-to-
lunch slot (11.20am to 1.20pm), they must stay in school for study. If students need
to go home at this time, they must be collected by a parent/guardian, who must
also inform Andrea/Adrienne in the main office — Year Heads and school personnel
will not be accepting notes/taking phone calls to request to go home in these
circumstances.

- Please note that the Senior Canteen area will NOT be used as a study space
throughout the duration of the exams and double classes.

- As we try to reproduce examination structures, similar to how State Exams are run by
the SEC, our students are not allowed to wear smartwatches during the exams
(exceptions only for students who need it for medical reasons). Additionally, they also
should not have smartphones/devices in their possession during any examination,
they should be placed in an assigned envelope, then placed under their desks.

% %k %k %k k

Next term: focus on uniform standards

| wish to let you know that, when we return after the Christmas holidays, we will be placing
a major focus on the school uniform. Over these last few weeks, it has been noticed that a
significant number of students are not complying with correct uniform standards. In the
New Year, we will be undertaking unannounced uniform checks in the classrooms. If there
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are repeated breaches of incorrect uniform, students will be receiving appropriate
sanctions. Also, if students are not wearing the designated school jacket, any other jacket
they bring to school will be immediately confiscated.

%k %k % %k %k

Major changes to our mobile phone policy: introduction of phone pouches

Last May, the Department of Education and Youth issued a new circular, 0045/2025, to
schools entitled: “Restricting the use of and access to personal mobile phones by students
during the school day.” Our previous mobile phone policy permitted students to use their
phones outside the school building during break times, lunch, and before and after school.
While we have had growing concerns about the impact of smartphone use on student
wellbeing, concentration and social interaction, this new circular provides clear guidance to
schools that we must now implement “a policy to restrict the use of and access to”
smartphones, that introduces stronger measures that eliminates smartphone access during
the school day, in order to protect students' mental health, promote better face-to-face
social engagement and create a more optimal learning environment.

To that end, our school has made the decision that all students will be provided with a
secure smartphone locking pouch (at no cost to families). Each morning, once they enter
the school building, students will place their phone in the pouch, which will then be locked.
Students will keep the pouch with them throughout the day (in their bags or lockers) but the
phone will not be accessible at any point during the school day. At the end of the school
day, when students are leaving the premises, the pouches will be unlocked at designated
unlocking points located in the school building.

Please note that there is not currently a designated start date for the introduction of the
smartphone pouches yet, but it is envisaged that it will be in the early stages of the New
Year. Further details will be provided in due course.

In light of this decision, our Board of Management have ratified a new mobile phone policy
to reflect these new changes and a copy is provided at the end of this correspondence.

In the event of an emergency where a student needs to contact home, or where you need
to contact your child urgently, this can be facilitated through the school office, as has always
been the case. Our office staff are available throughout the day to ensure that urgent
messages are communicated promptly and effectively. Please also remember to use the
VSware app to initiate any contact with our admin team in our school, if you need to contact
your child.
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| recognise that this represents a significant change for both students and families. Many of
our students have become accustomed to having regular access to their phones, during the
school day and we understand that the adjustment period may present some challenges.
The first few weeks may be difficult, as students adapt to the new routine and as families
adjust their communication expectations. We ask for your patience, support and
understanding during this transition period. Please note that we will be monitoring the
implementation carefully and will provide support to students who find the change
particularly difficult.

%k 3k %k %k %k

The school closes for the Christmas holidays on Friday 19th December and reopens on
Monday 5th January 2026. Next term is a six-week term, up to the February Mid-Term
Break. Some important dates to bear in mind for next term, at the time of writing, are (some
dates may be subject to change):
- Monday 5th to Friday 9th January — Model Mock Week for Third-and Sixth-Year
students, with subject teachers
- Thursday 8th to Saturday 10th January — Stripe Young Scientist & Technology
Exhibition — RDS, Dublin — Our very best wishes to Transition Year students Tara
Rakic and Cosmina Ciobanu, who have qualified to represent our school at this
prestigious event.

- Monday 12th to Friday 16th January — English Week

- Tuesday 13th January — Careers Fair for TY, 5th and 6th year students — 2pm to
4.30pm — Sports Hall (parents/guardians are welcome to attend)

- Thursday 15th January — Fifth Year Parent-Teacher meeting — 4.15pm to 6.45pm -
Sports Hall

- Saturday 24th January — Entrance assessments for incoming First Year students

- Monday 26th to Friday 30th January — Multicultural Week and Goal-Setting (Week
Three)

- Monday 2nd February — Bank Holiday - school is closed

- Tuesday 3rd February to Friday 13th February — Mock Examinations for Third Year,
Sixth Year/LCA2 students

- Tuesday 3rd to Friday 6th February — Fifth Year LCVP Work Experience

- Monday 9th to Friday 13th February — TY Work Experience

We also wish our U19 Boys Soccer team and coaches Mr Rolston and Ms Redmond the very
best as they take on Coldiste Abbain, Adamstown in the FAI Schools Wicklow-Wexford
league final in January (date to be confirmed).
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On behalf of Ms Campbell and Mr Rolston, Deputy Principals, myself and all the staff here, |
would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your family the very best for the
Christmas holiday period and wish you all a safe, healthy and happy New Year.

Yours faithfully,

Damien Cloney

Principal

Mobile Phone Policy
This policy was ratified by the Board of Management on 27th November 2025

Mobile Phone Policy
Please note that this policy supersedes all previous versions of mobile phone policies.

Rationale

This policy supports student wellbeing, learning, and safeguarding by minimising
distractions and promoting positive social interaction during the school day. It aligns with
Department of Education guidance and current best practice in Irish schools, while
supporting compliance with child protection requirements.

Policy Overview

All students are required to secure their mobile phones in a designated locking pouch upon
arrival at school each morning. Phones must be locked in pouches by 8.50am (or upon
entering the school grounds after this time) and will remain locked until 4.00 pm (or the end
of the school day if earlier or when leaving school earlier). Students will store their locked
pouches in their school bags or lockers throughout the school day. Students are not obliged
to bring a mobile phone to school.

This policy is informed by Department of Education Circular 0045/2025, which provides
guidance on mobile phone use in schools to support student wellbeing, learning, and social
development.

Procedures

Morning Routine Students must place their mobile phone in the locking pouch immediately
upon arrival and ensure it is locked by 8.50am (or upon entering the school grounds after
this time). The pouch must then be stored securely in the student's school bag or locker for
the duration of the school day.
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End of Day Pouches will be unlocked at 4.00 pm (or the end of the school day if earlier or
when leaving school earlier) using the designated unlocking device. Students may then
remove their phones and take them home.

No Phone Option Students who choose not to bring a mobile phone to school will not be
disadvantaged in any way. Alternative communication arrangements can be made through
the school office if necessary.

Consequences for Non-Compliance

First Breach If a student is found using a second phone, has removed their phone from the

pouch without authorisation, or has otherwise breached this policy, the following actions

will be taken:

e The phone will be confiscated immediately and returned at the end of the next school
day (this will extend over weekends if confiscated on Fridays)
Parents/guardians will be contacted via text message

e The phone will be returned to a parent/guardian only

e A formal warning will be recorded

e Failure to hand up a phone not in a pouch will be subject to sanction in line with the
Code of Behaviour — “failing to follow the instructions of a teacher”.

Subsequent Breaches Repeated violations will result in escalating consequences, including:

e The phone will be confiscated immediately and returned after one week.
e Meeting with parents/guardians and school leadership

e Removal of the privilege to bring a phone to school for a specified period
e Further disciplinary measures in line with the school's Code of Behaviour

Contact arrangements for parents to the school.

The main office will continue to handle incoming calls and visitors as usual between 9am and
4pm.Parents/guardians are encouraged to use the VSware app when scheduling collection
for appointments etc or the late arrival of a student due to appointments etc.

Students will be able to access their devices at the end of the school day to receive
messages.
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Emergency Contact

If parents/guardians need to contact their child during the school day, they should
telephone the school office 0402 32149. Similarly, students requiring emergency contact
with parents/guardians should report to their year head or school office, where supervised
contact will be facilitated.

Exceptions

In exceptional circumstances (such as specific medical or care needs), exemptions may be
granted following consultation with school leadership and appropriate documentation. Any
such arrangements will be reviewed regularly.
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