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5th Year Students Study             Exam Subjects

All Students must study the following CORE  Exam subjects in 5th year:
English
Gaeilge *
Mathematics

Wellbeing Subjects (no exam)
SPHE & RSE
Religion
Physical Education
Wellbeing
Guidance 

* Exception: If a student is exempt in Gaeilge/Language due to a Specific Learning Difficulty or 
educated outside of Ireland up to age 12. 

 



Business Science Humanities Technical/Social

Business Studies Biology Art Construction

Accounting Chemistry Music DCG

Economics Physics French
Spanish 

Home Economics-Scientific & 
Social

LCVP*
Must have subject combinations.

Agricultural Science German

Applied Maths*
(after school as an extra subject)

History 

Geography

Politics and 
Society

Physical Education
(Exam)

Students Choose  

 4  Choice Subjects



Step 1. 
Parents/Guardians

will be sent a link via email
From TYRO 

 



 

Step 2. 

Step 2 Click on link sent via email / push notification 
from TYRO

Register 

Individual subject choice ranking page 
Click on 1st Year Subject Choice



Step 3 Filling out Options Preferences
Preference 1-4 Reserve 1-3 SAVE



Review Then Save/Submit 



Submission Date 
Feb 4th 2026

 Stick to the 
Deadline 



 Ms McGrath

& Ms Hearn

Guidance

The Process of a successful Subject Choice

Your Future Focus



To be discussed:

CORE SUBJECTS OPTION SUBJECTS DECISION MAKING THIRD LEVEL SPECIFIC 
SUBJECT 

REQUIREMENTS

COURSEWORK

USEFUL RESEARCH 
TOOLS

SUBJECT OPTIONS 
SUBMISSION 
PROCEDURE



ROUTES AFTER 
SCHOOL

• APPLY TO POST LEAVING CERT COURSES (YOU 
APPLY DIRECTLY TO COLLEGE) 
www.FETCHCOURSES.ie

• APPLY TO EMPLOYERS DIRECTLY FOR 
APPRENTICESHIPS 

• New: Finance, hospitality, accounting technician,   
commis chef, auctioneering, biopharma 
www.apprenticeship.ie

• APPLY TO COURSES THROUGH THE CAO (CENTRAL 
APPLICATIONS OFFICE) UNIVERSITIES AND 
INSTITUTES OF TECHNOLOGY –MTU, UCC

http://www.apprenticeship.ie/


Senior Cycle Options: 
Subject Choice 

Factors to consider 

•Your interest in the subject

•Your ability in the subject

•Your future career aspirations
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5th Year Subject Options 
 



5th Year Students Study        Exam Subjects

All Students must study the following CORE  Exam subjects in 5th year:
English
Gaeilge *
Mathematics

Wellbeing Subjects (no exam)
SPHE & RSE
Religion
Physical Education
Wellbeing
Guidance 

* Exemption: If a student is exempt in Gaeilge/Language due to a Specific 
Learning Difficulty or educated outside of Ireland up to age 12

https://exemptions.nui.ie/
 



 Senior Cycle: Optional Subjects
• Accounting
• Business
• Economics

• LCVP 

• Art
• Geography
• History
• Music
• Physical Education
• Politics and Society

• French
• German
• Spanish

•Biology

•Chemistry 

•Physics

•Agriculture Science

•Home Economics

•Design Communication Graphics

•Construction 



Modern Language Requirements 
▶ These universities require a student to have a third language for 

some courses:

▶ However, if a student has a language exemption, the language 
exemption this follows through to 3rd level. 

 



NUI (UCC) Third Language Requirement

You do not need a Third language for 

General Science,

Engineering,

Nursing

Primary Teaching 

You need a H7/O6 in a language for every other course faculty.



 

• At Present: NUI Colleges (NUIG, NUIM, UCC & UCD) require a 
3rd Language for entry to most courses.

• Other colleges require two languages: English and Irish/3rd 
Language.

• Technological Universities require English or Irish.

• The Defence Forces also requires Irish, English and a 3rd 
Language - Cadetship

• Garda Siochana Requires two languages: English and Irish/3rd 
Language

• You do not need a 3rd language to study Science, Nursing, 
Engineering or Primary School Teaching. Guidance Department 



Factors to consider

• YOUR INTEREST IN THE SUBJECT

• YOUR ABILITY IN THE SUBJECT

• YOUR FUTURE CAREER ASPIRATIONS

Interest

Ability

Future



SENIOR 
CYCLE

HUGE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN JUNIOR AND 
SENIOR CYCLE

FEWER SUBJECTS FOR EXAMINATION SO 
SUBJECTS ARE STUDIED IN GREATER DEPTH

MORE TIME GIVEN TO THOSE SUBJECTS

THE LEVEL OF DIFFICULTY WITH REGARD 
TO SUBJECTS IS MUCH HIGHER



PREPARATION 
FOR GOOD 
SUBJECT 
CHOICE

• RESEARCH DIFFERENT SUBJECTS 
ONLINE (www.careersportal.ie , 
www.staugustines.ie)

• STUDENTS ARE BEING ADVISED TO 
SPEAK WITH SUBJECT TEACHERS 
(JC TEACHERS CAN ADVISE ON 
SUITABILITY)

• DISCUSS SUBJECT CHOICE WITH 
PARENTS

• TRY TO FIND A BALANCE BETWEEN 
LEARNING BASED SUBJECTS AND 
PRACTICAL / APPLIED SUBJECTS. 



LC Points 
System

25

SYSTEM USED IN 3RD LEVEL 
SELECTION PROCESS

CANNOT COMBINE LC 
POINTS FROM DIFFERENT 

YEARS 

CAN COMBINE COLLEGE 
AND COURSE 

REQUIREMENTS (EXCEPT 
FOR MEDICINE)

POINTS TOTAL IS 
CALCULATED FROM 6 BEST 

SUBJECTS. 

25 BONUS POINTS FOR HL 
MATHS



Points System
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General 
Requirements

Specific Course 
Requirements

Points

Getting into college: 
Biological and Chemical Sciences UCC 
Level 8 Honours Bachelor Degree

6 Subjects

2 H5s +
4 O6/H7s

English, Irish, & 
Maths

Science H4

533 Points



LCVP

● Distinction: 80-100% (66 

points)

● Merit: 65-79% (46 points)

● Pass: 50-64% (28 points) 



CAO Points System – Third Level Entry

► The 6 subjects with the highest points are used for CAO Course Entry

► Points are calculated from one sitting of the Leaving Cert

► Points - reflect demand of year in question!

► All 3rd level colleges give the subject requirements necessary for entry to their 

courses in their Prospectus or on their website.

Check….

► Do you need a Science/Lab subject?

► Do you need a specific subject for a specific course?



 

► Minimum Entry Requirements
► 2 H5 & 4 O6/H7 

► 3 H5 & 4 O6/H7

► Specific Course Requirements
► Veterinary Medicine UCD - Chemistry H4

► Primary Teaching - Irish H4

► H3 in modern language if want to study it in UCC.

► CAO Points

The number of courses which require specific subjects are quite 
limited, but these courses need to be researched.

Main Considerations



Apprenticeships

• ESB Electrical (SOLAS) 

• Suir Engineering

• Radley’s Engineering

• Johnson Controls (Albert Quay)

• Heavy Vehicle mechanics for Bus Éireann

• www.apprenticeship.ie

Entry requirement: 06/H7 in one science 
subject (Physics, Chem, DCG)



General 
Requirements

Specific Course 
Requirements

Points

Getting into college: 
General Engineering MTU 
Level 8 Honours Bachelor Degree

6 Subjects

2 H5s +
4 O6/H7s

English or Irish
Maths 

Maths O1/H6 467 Points











 













Courses and entry requirements (subjects i need)
Search now in the blue



GENERAL ADVICE
Many students have an idea of their 

direction re. subject choice

SCIENTIFIC

ARTISTIC / CREATIVE

PRACTICAL

SOCIAL / HEALTH

HUMANITIES

BUSINESS

Making very acceptable combinations of 
choices 

Many students will change their minds 
about their future a number of times in 

the next 2 years

If students are really not sure what 
they want to do in the future:

Pick a broad range of subjects in 
order to keep options open

► e.g. 
► one science 
► one business
► one humanities / practical

► This combination would allow 
access into a broad range of 
courses/careers.



Remember

a. Focus on what you like and enjoy and are good at
b. Take note of future college and specific course requirements

c. Talk to friends/students who are studying it or have a career in 
an area you might like

d. Talk to teachers regarding the subjects you hope to do and 
examine the text books

e. Keep all options open if you are unsure of what course/career 
you want to do

f. Examine college prospecti (library) and the websites and attend 
open days
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Remember!

• The information in this presentation is a 
sample and should not be treated as 
absolute

• It is the student’s responsibility to research 
college and subject requirements for any 
course they’re thinking about

• Consult www.careersportal.ie and each 
college website for the most up-to-date 
information.
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How can it go wrong?

•Following friends’ selections or 
teacher reputation

•Picking traditional subjects and so 
limiting options

•Not making a fully informed choice 
– relying on one source

•Not indicating choice by order of 
preference
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Senior Cycle Options: 
Subject Choice

Factors to consider 

•Your interest in the subject

•Your ability in the subject

•Your future career aspirations
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Reminder 

TY Parent Information for 3rd Year Parents Only

Monday 26th January



Submission Date 
Feb 4th 2026

 



Finally….



Mr. John Keane
Principal

  


