
​Coláiste​​Chill​​na​​n-Iníon​ ​Firhouse​​Community​​College​

​3rd​​July​​2026​

​Dear​​Parents​​and​​Guardians,​

​I​​hope​​your​​sons​​and​​daughters​​have​​had​​an​​enjoyable​​and​​successful​​year​​in​​Second​​Year​​at​​Firhouse​

​Community​​College.​

​The​​Tyro​​App​​will​​now​​be​​our​​main​​channel​​of​​communication​​with​​parents​​and​​guardians.​​Registration​

​invitations​​were​​sent​​by​​email​​to​​all​​parents.​​If​​you​​have​​not​​yet​​signed​​up,​​please​​do​​so​​at​​your​​earliest​

​convenience.​​More​​information​​can​​be​​found​​on​​our​​website​​under​​the​​‘For​​Parents’​​section​​on​​our​​school​

​website.​ ​Please​​contact​​the​​office​​if​​experience​​any​​difficulties​​registering.​

​At​​this​​stage,​​you​​should​​be​​able​​to​​access​​the​​end-of-year​​report​​on​​Tyro​​.​​We​​hope​​that​​all​​students​​have​

​received​​a​​report​​that​​reflects​​their​​effort​​and​​commitment​​throughout​​the​​year.​ ​Third​​year​​will​​be​​a​​busy​​year​

​with​​a​​focus​​on​​Junior​​Cycle​​Examinations​​at​​the​​end​​of​​the​​year,​​so​​we​​will​​be​​encouraging​​all​​our​​students​​to​

​settle​​quickly​​into​​their​​studies​​and​​make​​a​​strong​​start​​when​​they​​return​​to​​school.​

​We​​are​​now​​in​​the​​process​​of​​planning​​for​​the​​new​​school​​year.​​We​​will​​continue​​with​​the​​one-hour​​timetable,​
​which​​has​​been​​working​​very​​well​​for​​both​​staff​​and​​students.​

​The​​daily​​schedule​​will​​be​​as​​follows:​

​08:35​​–​​08:40​ ​Morning​​Registration​​(5​​minutes)​

​08:40​​–​​10:40​ ​Two​​morning​​classes​

​10:40​​–​​10:55​ ​Morning​​Break​​(15​​minutes)​

​10:55​​–​​12:55​ ​Two​​mid-day​​classes​

​12:55​​–​​13:45​ ​Lunch​​Break​​(50​​minutes)​

​13:45​​–​​15:45​ ​Two​​afternoon​​classes​

​School​​finishes​​at​​3:45pm​​,​​except​​on​​Wednesdays​​,​​when​​classes​​finish​​at​​12:55pm​​(half-day).​
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​Please​​visit​​the​​Back​​to​​School​​section​​on​​our​​website​​www.firhousecommunitycollege.ie​​,​​where​​you’ll​​find​
​important​​information​​about​​school​​correspondence,​​uniform​​policy,​​school​​calendar,​​and​​the​​locker​​rental​
​scheme.​

​School​​Book​​Scheme:​
​As​​part​​of​​the​​Department​​of​​Education’s​​School​​Book​​Scheme​​for​​Junior​​Cycle​​students,​​we​​will​​be​​providing​
​all​​books,​​including​​for​​optional​​subjects.​​These​​will​​be​​available​​for​​collection​​in​​August,​​just​​before​​the​​new​
​school​​year.​​We​​will​​contact​​you​​in​​advance​​with​​your​​child’s​​specific​​collection​​date​​and​​time.​​These​​books​
​remain​​the​​property​​of​​the​​school​​and​​will​​be​​collected​​when​​they​​are​​no​​longer​​required​​by​​students.​​Any​
​books​​that​​are​​lost,​​damaged​​beyond​​normal​​wear​​and​​tear,​​or​​not​​returned​​must​​be​​replaced​​at​​the​
​student's/parent's​​expense.​ ​Parents​​are​​required​​to​​buy​​some​​additional​​materials,​​that​​are​​not​​covered​​under​
​this​​scheme.​ ​Booklists,​​outlining​​all​​this​​information​​can​​be​​found​​in​​the​​‘Back​​to​​School’​​page​​on​​the​​website.​

​Devices:​

​We​​wish​​to​​give​​parents/guardians​​advance​​notice​​that​​students​​will​​be​​required​​to​​have​​a​​personal​​digital​

​device​​for​​learning​​when​​they​​progress​​to​​Senior​​Cycle,​​in​​line​​with​​practice​​in​​many​​local​​post-primary​​schools.​

​The​​ongoing​​redevelopment​​of​​Senior​​Cycle​​places​​a​​greater​​emphasis​​on​​research,​​project​​work,​​digital​

​learning​​and​​the​​effective​​use​​of​​technology​​across​​subjects,​​making​​access​​to​​a​​device​​an​​important​​part​​of​

​students’​​educational​​experience.​​As​​your​​child​​is​​currently​​in​​Third​​Year,​​we​​are​​providing​​this​​notice​​well​​in​

​advance​​to​​allow​​families​​time​​to​​plan.​​Devices​​will​​be​​purchased​​through​​the​​school's​​partner,​​Wriggle,​​with​

​ordering​​taking​​place​​during​​the​​next​​school​​year​​and​​devices​​being​​distributed​​to​​students​​at​​the​​beginning​​of​

​Transition​​Year.​​Parents/guardians​​are​​asked​​not​​to​​purchase​​a​​device​​independently​​at​​this​​stage.​​Full​​details​

​of​​the​​programme,​​costs​​and​​purchasing​​arrangements​​will​​be​​outlined​​at​​a​​parent​​information​​session​​later​​in​

​the​​year.​

​Uniform:​
​We​​expect​​all​​students​​to​​wear​​the​​full​​school​​uniform​​each​​day.​​On​​PE​​days,​​students​​may​​wear​​their​​PE​
​uniform​​for​​the​​entire​​day,​​but​​it​​must​​be​​the​​official​​college​​PE​​uniform.​ ​Please​​note​​that​​leggings​​are​​not​​part​
​of​​the​​uniform​​and​​are​​not​​permitted​​in​​school.​​We​​no​​longer​​ask​​parents​​to​​purchase​​the​​School​​Jacket​​but​​it​
​remains​​part​​of​​our​​uniform​​for​​students​​who​​already​​have​​it.​​For​​those​​who​​do​​not​​have​​the​​school​​jacket,​
​only​​plain​​black​​jackets​​and​​should​​not​​be​​grey,​​navy,​​or​​off-black​​in​​colour.​ ​Likewise,​​black​​shoes​​must​​be​
​plain,​​without​​any​​coloured​​logos​​or​​stripes.​
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​Attendance​​and​​Punctuality:​
​Consistent​​attendance​​and​​punctuality​​are​​vital​​for​​students’​​academic​​progress​​and​​for​​building​​strong​​lifelong​
​habits.​​We​​kindly​​ask​​for​​your​​support​​in​​encouraging​​full​​attendance​​throughout​​the​​week​​next​​year.​
​Additionally,​​returning​​to​​class​​promptly​​after​​break​​and​​lunch​​helps​​maintain​​a​​focused​​and​​productive​
​learning​​environment.​​We​​appreciate​​your​​help​​in​​reinforcing​​the​​importance​​of​​being​​on​​time.​

​Travelling​​to​​and​​from​​school​

​We​​encourage​​all​​students​​to​​walk​​or​​cycle​​to​​school​​where​​possible​​and​​are​​pleased​​to​​provide​​secure​​bicycle​

​shelters​​on​​site.​​All​​students​​who​​cycle​​to​​and​​from​​school​​must​​wear​​a​​helmet​​for​​their​​own​​safety.​ ​Please​

​note​​that​​the​​use​​and​​storage​​of​​electric​​scooters​​(e-scooters)​​are​​prohibited​​on​​our​​campus​​at​​Firhouse​

​Community​​College.​

​School​​Fees:​

​College​​Costs​
​While​​Firhouse​​Community​​College​​receives​​funding​​from​​the​​Department​​of​​Education,​​this​​funding​​does​​not​
​cover​​all​​of​​the​​costs​​associated​​with​​providing​​resources​​and​​services​​to​​students.​​As​​permitted​​under​
​Department​​of​​Education​​guidelines,​​the​​College​​seeks​​contributions​​towards​​specific​​costs​​incurred​​on​​behalf​
​of​​students.​

​The​​College​​Costs​​charge​​contributes​​towards:​
​●​ ​Printing​​and​​photocopying​

​●​ ​Locker​​maintenance​​and​​upkeep​

​●​ ​Communication​​(SMS​​and​​email​​costs)​

​●​ ​IT​​Licencing​​fees​

​●​ ​Mock​​Exams​​and​​Study​​Skills​​sessions​​(3​​rd​ ​&​​6​​th​ ​year)​

​●​ ​Student​​Insurance​​through​​IPB​

​The​​College​​Costs​​fee​​for​​the​​2026/27​​school​​year​​for​​3​​rd​ ​Year​​is​​€95​​per​​student.​
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​Voluntary​​Contribution​
​The​​Board​​of​​Management​​invites​​families​​to​​make​​a​​voluntary​​contribution​​of​​€80​​for​​one​​student​​or​​€100​
​per​​family.​

​This​​contribution​​supports​​our​​Sports​​and​​Cultural​​Fund,​​which​​helps​​to​​provide​​a​​wide​​range​​of​​activities,​
​opportunities​​and​​projects​​throughout​​the​​school​​year.​​These​​initiatives​​enrich​​students'​​educational​
​experience​​but​​are​​not​​fully​​funded​​by​​the​​Department​​of​​Education.​
​We​​are​​very​​grateful​​for​​the​​continued​​support​​of​​our​​school​​community.​​Please​​note​​that​​this​​contribution​​is​
​entirely​​voluntary​​and​​a​​family's​​decision​​whether​​or​​not​​to​​contribute​​will​​not​​affect​​a​​student's​​access​​to​​any​
​aspect​​of​​school​​life.​

​School​​Trips​
​Throughout​​the​​year,​​additional​​educational​​trips​​and​​activities​​may​​be​​organised.​​Parents/guardians​​will​​be​
​notified​​via​​text​​message​​when​​payments​​are​​available​​on​​the​​online​​payment​​system.​
​If​​you​​experience​​any​​difficulties​​with​​online​​payments,​​please​​contact​​the​​Main​​Office.​​Christine​​or​​Audrey​​will​
​be​​happy​​to​​assist​​you.​​Queries​​can​​also​​be​​sent​​by​​email​​to​​christinemcdermott@firhousecc.ie​​or​
​audreyhiggins@firhousecc.ie​
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​Return​​to​​School​​Dates​​for​​Third​​Years:​

​●​ ​3​​rd​ ​Year​​students​​will​​return​​to​​school​​on​​Thursday​​August​​27​​th​

​●​ ​Third​​years​​will​​follow​​the​​schedule​​below.​

​Thursday,​​27​​August​​2026​ ​8:35​​a.m.​​–​​10:40​​a.m.​
​Monday,​​31​​August​​2026​ ​8:35​​a.m.​​–​​10:40​​a.m.​
​Tuesday,​​1​​September​​2026​ ​8:35​​a.m.​​–​​10:40​​a.m.​

​●​ ​From​​Wednesday,​​September​​2​​nd​​,​​all​​students​​will​​follow​​the​​regular​​school​​timetable​
​●​ ​Please​​note​​there​​is​​no​​school​​for​​3​​rd​ ​year​​students​​on​​Friday​​28​​th​ ​August​

​In​​the​​meantime,​​may​​I​​take​​this​​opportunity​​to​​thank​​you​​for​​your​​ongoing​​support.​​I​​wish​​you​​and​​your​​family​
​a​​safe​​and​​enjoyable​​summer.​

​Yours​​sincerely,​

​Senan​​Nolan​

​Principal​
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