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3rd July 2026
Dear Parent/Guardian,

May | take this opportunity to warmly welcome you, our incoming First Year parents and guardians.

| hope this letter finds you well and that your son or daughter is looking forward to their upcoming transition
to Firhouse Community College. We have been actively engaging with our feeder primary schools and
preparing for the arrival of our new First Year students. We are very much looking forward to welcoming them
in August.

We are currently finalising our plans for the new school year.
We operate a one-hour timetable, which has proven highly successful for both students and staff.

The daily schedule will be as follows:

08:35 - 08:40 Morning Registration (5 minutes)
08:40 - 10:40 Two morning classes

10:40 - 10:55 Morning Break (15 minutes)
10:55 -12:55 Two mid-day classes
12:55-13:45 Lunch Break (50 minutes)

13:45 -15:45 Two afternoon classes

School finishes at 15:45pm.
Please note that on Wednesdays classes finish at 12:55 p.m., as this is our half-day.

The Tyro App will be our main channel of communication with parents and guardians. Registration details were
sent by email to all parents. If you have not yet signed up, please do so at your earliest convenience. More
information can be found on our website under the ‘For Parents’ section on our school website.
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Please visit the ‘Back to School’ page in the ‘For Parents’ section of our school website.
There you will find useful information for incoming First Year students, including:

School Correspondence
Uniform Policy

School Books Scheme
Locker Rental Scheme
School Calendar

As part of the Department of Education's Schoolbooks Scheme for Junior Cycle students, we will provide all
necessary textbooks, including those required for optional subjects. Students will receive their books during
tutor class on their first day of school. These books remain the property of the school and will be collected
when no longer required by students. Any books that are lost, damaged beyond normal wear and tear, or not
returned must be replaced at the student's/parent's expense. Parents are required to buy some additional
materials, that are not covered under this scheme. Booklists, outlining all this information can be found in the
‘Back to School’ page on the website.

Lockers will be distributed as early as possible after the start of term. As there is a fee and some administrative
setup involved, students may not have immediate access to their lockers. We recommend that parents collect
their children on the first day, as they will be bringing home a number of books.

We have worked hard to ensure that students receive their preferred subject options. These options are now
available to view on Tyro. Students will be informed of their base class in late August.
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School Fees:

School fees will be added to our online payment system within the next week. A text message will be sent once
the system is live. To make payments, please visit www.firhousecommunitycollege.ie and click on the
‘Payments’ tab in the ‘For Parents’ section.

College Costs

While Firhouse Community College receives funding from the Department of Education, this funding does not
cover all of the costs associated with providing resources and services to students. As permitted under
Department of Education guidelines, the College seeks contributions towards specific costs incurred on behalf
of students.

The College Costs charge contributes towards:
Printing and photocopying

Locker maintenance and upkeep
Communication (SMS and email costs)
IT Licencing fees

Student Insurance through IPB

The College Costs fee for the 2026/27 school year for 1* Year is €60 per student.

Voluntary Contribution
The Board of Management invites families to make a voluntary contribution of €80 for one student or €100
per family.

This contribution supports our Sports and Cultural Fund, which helps to provide a wide range of activities,
opportunities and projects throughout the school year. These initiatives enrich students' educational experience
but are not fully funded by the Department of Education.

We are very grateful for the continued support of our school community. Please note that this contribution is
entirely voluntary and a family's decision whether or not to contribute will not affect a student's access to any
aspect of school life.

School Trips

Throughout the year, additional educational trips and activities may be organised. Parents/guardians will be
notified via text message when payments are available on the online payment system.

If you experience any difficulties with online payments, please contact the Main Office. Christine or Audrey
will be happy to assist you. Queries can also be sent by email to christinemcdermott@firhousecc.ie or

audreyhiggins@firhousecc.ie
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Key Dates for First Year Students (2026-2027)

We look forward to welcoming our new First Year students on Wednesday, 26™ August 2026.
First years will follow an induction programme as per the schedule below.

Wednesday, 26 August 2026 11:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
Thursday, 27 August 2026 8:35a.m.—10:40 a.m.
Friday, 28 August 2026 8:35a.m.—-10:40 a.m.
Monday, 31 August 2026 8:35a.m.—10:40 a.m.
Tuesday, 1 September 2026 8:35a.m.—10:40 a.m.

Following this induction period, students will commence the full school timetable.

In the meantime, may | take this opportunity to thank you for choosing Firhouse Community College. | wish
you and your family a safe, relaxing, and enjoyable summer.

Kind regards,
Senan Nolan

Senan Nolan
Principal
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