
 

 

End of Term Update & Sixth Year 2026-2027 

26th March 2026 

Dear Parent/Guardian,                                                                                                                                                    

As we approach the Easter holidays, I would like to take this opportunity to reflect on what has been a particularly 
busy and productive second term in our school. 

Over the past number of months, our students have been fully engaged across a wide range of curricular and co-
curricular endeavours. Our third and sixth-year students completed their mock examinations with great commitment, 
and we commend them for their continued efforts and focus. There has been a vibrant programme of sports fixtures 
and extra-curricular activities, with many students representing the school with pride and enthusiasm at a very high 
level. 

We were delighted to welcome the Department of Education inspection team to St. Leo's College in January for a 
Whole School Evaluation: Management, Leadership & Learning (WSE-MLL). I am very pleased to report that this 
inspection was a resounding success and a tremendous affirmation of the hard work of our staff, students and the 
wider school community. We encourage all parents/guardians to read the full report which can be accessed via the 
following link: 61140K_WSEMLLPP_46010_20260129.pdf  on https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-education/ 

Looking ahead to the next academic year, I would like to advise/remind you of the following:  

School Uniform  

Further to my letter of June 2025, a new PE top has been introduced. This top was compulsory for 

first-year students this year and optional for all other year groups. Next year it will be compulsory 

for all students in all year groups. 

All school uniform items can be purchased from Kaideen Knitwear in Baltinglass or from their 

website www.schooluniformsdirect.ie .  

Correct uniform must be worn by every student every day, PE uniform on PE days only and green uniform every other 

day. The plain green skirt must be worn to the knee. Students are not permitted to have skirts shortened or to roll 

them up at the waist. In the event of an issue or a breach of the uniform code, parents will be contacted and sanctions 

may apply. Facial piercings, hoodies, leggings, converse runners, boots and ugg footwear are not permitted. The school 

jacket is compulsory for all students and is the only jacket permitted.  

Free Book Scheme  

Post-primary students will continue to receive all schoolbooks and core classroom resources free of charge next year. 

Schoolbooks provided under this scheme will remain the property of this school so that they may be re-used in future 

years. As such, they are provided on loan to students. Schoolbooks can consist of both new and second-hand copies. 

Students should retain schoolbooks for one school year or for the duration of Leaving Certificate (as applicable and 

determined by the school), at the end of which, they must be returned to the school as instructed. Please remind your 

daughter to take good care of all books provided and keep them in good condition for the duration of the loan period. 

Students are not permitted to write on schoolbooks or deface them in any way. Replacement of lost or badly damaged 

books will be the responsibility of parents/guardians.  
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Sixth Year School Payment-€140.00  

The Sixth Year School Payment includes the following items which are not covered under the free book scheme:  

24/365 Personal Insurance; VSware Student Information Management System and Communications Package; 

Microsoft 365 School Account; Anseo Student Card system; School Nurse; First Aid & First Aid Supplies; Telephone 

Calls; Texting Service; Standardised Testing for relevant year groups; Subsidising of Transport for School Activities; 

Weekly Student Newsletters; Wellbeing Modules; Study Skills; Studyclix Account; Linguascope; Photocopying & 

Printing; Team Kits; Referee Fees, Lunchtime Activities, School Library and Awards Events.  

Mock Examination fees are additional and must be paid by December 2026. These fees cover the cost of examination 

papers, external corrections and all exam stationery. Please be advised that these fees are not covered for Medical 

Card holders.  

All payments can be made online via the VSware app. We are conscious that family finances can require careful 

planning, and we are pleased to offer parents/guardians the option to pay fees on an incremental basis between now 

and August. Should you wish to discuss your individual circumstances in the meantime, please do not hesitate to 

contact the school office. All payments should be settled in full by Friday 21st August 2026. 

TY Musical – Tickets Now on Sale 

We are thrilled to announce that tickets are now on sale for this year's TY show- ‘High School-The Musical’. Our students 

and staff have been working tirelessly in preparation for what promises to be a wonderful showcase of talent and 

creativity. Tickets can be purchased from https://visualcarlow.ie/. We encourage you to book early to avoid 

disappointment.  

Leaving Certificate Oral Examinations 

We wish each and every one of our Leaving Certificate students the very best of luck in their upcoming oral 

examinations. We are confident that their hard work and preparation will stand to them. 

 

Finally, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to all parents/ guardians for your continued support this year. The 

partnership between home and school is truly the foundation of everything we do here at St. Leo's College, and your 

engagement and encouragement make an enormous difference to our students every day. 

I wish you and your families a very happy, restful and enjoyable Easter break. We look forward to welcoming students 

back on Monday 13th April, refreshed and ready for the important final term ahead. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

Niamh Broderick 
Principal  
St. Leo’s College 
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