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WHOLE SCHOOL EVALUATION: MANAGEMENT, LEADERSHIP AND LEARNING  

 

Congratulations and well done to all involved in our very successful WSE-MLL Inspection-
staff, students, parents, Board of Management and our CEIST FLG Co-ordinator Gerry 

Watchorn.  

Department of Education & Youth Inspectors returned on Wednesday 28th  January to    
deliver feedback to the Senior Leadership Team, the Teaching Staff and the Board of     

Management. 

The report was a powerful affirmation of the wonderful work that happens in our school  
and the wonderful people who carry that out.   

Another very proud moment for St.Leo’s College!  

‘Together in Hope, Inspired by Faith, Transformed by Love,                                       
Schools, Homes and Parishes Working Together.’  

Today, Friday 30th January 2026, we celebrate  our identity as a CEIST school!  



 



 

We wish the very best of luck to our 

Sixth Year Politics and Society students 

who have entered their photographs in 

the “EU and What It Means to Me” 

competition.  

This exciting initiative gives students 

the chance to express their understanding and personal perspectives on the 

European Union through visual art. We are proud of the creativity, 

thoughtfulness and effort that our students have put into their submissions. 

Their work reflects both their engagement with current affairs and their 

unique viewpoints. We look forward to seeing their creativity celebrated 

and wish them every success in the competition! 

Ms. Byrne’s YSI class, Heart2Home, are putting the 

finishing touches to their book :Click with 

Confidence. 

This thoughtful and practical guide is designed to 

help older members of the community navigate 

the often confusing world of online platforms. The book offers clear, user-friendly advice on using popular services 

such as Facebook, Netflix, online shopping, and online banking, among many others. Through this project, the 

students have shown great empathy, 

creativity, and commitment to 

supporting digital inclusion.  

Well done to all involved for this 

fantastic achievement, and best of luck 

to the girls as they prepare to share their 

work with the wider community. 



 

Ms. Byrne’s Third Year 

History class recently 

explored the Cuban 

Missile Crisis in a fun 

and interactive way. 

Students took part in a mime activity, acting out 

the major events and key moments from this 

crucial period of the Cold War.  

This hands-on approach helped 

them understand the tension, 

decisions, and global impact of the 

crisis in an engaging and memorable 

way. Well done to all the students 

for their creativity, teamwork, and 

enthusiasm! Activities like this make 

history come alive and show just 

how exciting learning can be. 

 

Ms. Byrne’s 1A History class had 

the unique opportunity to meet a 

real-life “plague doctor” as part 

of their study of the Black Plague. 

The guest, brilliantly portrayed by 

Isabella Carberry from 4D, explained how the plague spread and 

its devastating impact, which claimed almost one-third of 

Europe’s population in the 14th century.  

Students were 

fascinated by 

the history and 

the eerie 

costume, which 

brought the 

past vividly to 

life.  

Thank you to Isabella for her fantastic role and to all the students 

for engaging so enthusiastically. A fun and educational 

experience was had by all! 



 



 

 

 

 

 

South Leinster Cross Country 

Well done to our athletics who competed in south Leinster cross 
country in Fenagh on Wednesday. The following are through to 
Leinsters in two weeks time!  

1st Intermediate Laura Ayres, 3rd Minor team (Ellie Knowles 5th, 
Ella Murray 6th, Alannah Dunne, Realtin Curran, Ailbhe McDonald, 
Isobel Julian, Elena McDonald), 2nd intermediate team (Laura 
Ayres, Chelsea Dooley, Orla Kelly, Caitilin Seitz)  

Well done to our other athletes - Mollie Kelly, Abby Pender, Emma 
Pender, Gemma Dunne, 
Jane Ashmore 



 

Fifth Year Home Economics students are currently 
working on their 20% Food Studies Assignment 

where they are exploring nutritional and dietetic 
needs for reducing risk of iron deficiency.  

The girls prepared, cooked and served Spaghetti and 
Meatballs in a Tomato and Basil Sauce as part of 

their investigation this week.  

Great work by all! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to First and Second Year basketball teams who 
had convincing wins over Loreto Kilkenny on Wednesday 

in their league matches. 



 

 

 

 

I recently read the book "Into the Wild" by Erin Hunter. This 
book is an amazing start to the "Warriors" series and I 
honestly was drawn in from the very first chapter! 

It tells the story of Rusty, a housecat, who leaves his old live 
behind and joins a group of wild cats. Later he takes on the 
name Firepaw and starts his warrior training. Firepaw learns 
how to survive in the forest and prove his worth, because 
many cats despise his "domestic" origin. Along the way he 
discovers rivalries between clans and makes new 
friendships. The story is full of exciting battles and surprises! 

One thing I really liked was how the author created a whole 
cat society with its own rules, traditions and beliefs. 

I would really recommend this book if you love animals, 
especially cats! 

Thank you to Tetiana Shepelenko for this purrfect review! 

Hi, my name is Grace Kehoe, and for my book review I chose  

Better Than the Movies by Lynn Painter 

Better Than the Movies is a romantic comedy that follows an enemies-to-
lovers storyline filled with humour, emotion, and heartwarming moments.  

The story focuses on Liz and Wes, two neighbours who grew up together. 
Although they have known each other since childhood, Liz never really liked 
Wes until high school, while Wes had liked Liz from the very beginning. 
As they grow older, their relationship slowly changes from the annoying 
neighbour to the boy/girl next door. Throughout the book, readers get to see 
how their friendship develops into love in a natural and realistic way. The 
characters are relatable, and their conversations are funny and witty, which 
makes the story even more enjoyable. 
I highly recommend this book to anyone who wants to get into reading, as it 
was easy to follow and impossible to put down. I found myself wanting to 
read more after every chapter. There is also a sequel called Nothing Like the 
Movies, which is just as good. It continues Liz and Wes’s story and is the 
perfect “boy meets girl” romantic comedy. 
Overall, Better Than the Movies is a fun, sweet, and entertaining novel that I 
would definitely recommend to readers who enjoy romance, comedy, and 
heartfelt stories. The blurb: Wes has been irritating Liz since they were kids. But now that it’s senior year and he’s 
made friends with Michael, her forever crush. Her neighbour is her 
ticket to scoring the prom date of her dreams. Scheming together to 
win Liz her magical moment, they discover they actually like spending 
time together. As they grow closer, will Liz need to rethink her happily 
ever after? Thank you Grace for this fab review!  



 





 


