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WHOLE-SCHOOL GEOGRAPHY POLICY
School: Scoil Íde Naofa – DEIS Rural Primary School
Roll Number: 17650K
Ratification Date: 
Review Date: Every 3 Years
1. Introduction & Rationale
SCHOOL CONTEXT
Patron: Archdiocese of Dublin
Chairperson: Mr. John Threadgold
Principal: Mr. Rob White
Staff: 6 Mainstream Class Teachers, 2 Special Class Teachers for Children with Autism, 3 Special Education Teachers, 7 Full Time SNA positions 1 Secretary, 1 Caretaker, 4 Bus Escorts, 1 cleaner.
Pupils: 140				Parents on BOM – Tomás Doyle  Ciara Grufferty
Scoil Íde Naofa serves 140 pupils in a mixed mainstream setting with two AS classes. The school has a strong reputation for inclusion, wellbeing, academic care, and connection with the local community. Its strengths include:
· An established, dedicated teaching staff
· strong SEN and SET structures
· positive relationships across the school community
· high-quality in-class support
· a strong culture of wellbeing and respect
· proactive parent communication and partnership
· consistent focus on literacy and numeracy development
· high engagement in extracurricular and experiential learning
The school embraces diversity within its community and works to ensure that every pupil feels known, supported, and valued.


Scoil Íde Naofa is a DEIS Rural Primary School committed to providing meaningful, inquiry-based Geography learning that:
· Builds children’s understanding of their local environment
· Develops global awareness and sustainability
· Supports problem solving, geographical inquiry and fieldwork
· Integrates numeracy, literacy, wellbeing and environmental stewardship
· Ensures all learners access the curriculum through UDL
· Uses SSE and DEIS targets to strengthen skills and outcomes
This plan provides clear whole-school structures ensuring continuity, progression and high-quality geographical learning from Junior Infants to 6th Class.

2. VISION FOR GEOGRAPHY
Our vision is for pupils to develop:
· A strong sense of place (local → national → global)
· Curiosity about people, environments and the natural world
· The ability to think critically about patterns, change and interactions
· Spatial awareness and map skills
· Responsible environmental and sustainability habits
· Respect for diversity, cultures and global citizenship
· Skills to research, investigate and communicate geographical ideas
· Real-life competence through fieldwork, orienteering, observation & inquiry
We aim to produce pupils who are curious observers, critical thinkers, environmental stewards, and active citizens.

3. AIMS OF THE GEOGRAPHY PLAN
This plan aims to:
1. Provide a consistent whole-school approach to Geography
2. Ensure progression across all class levels
3. Embed geographical inquiry and fieldwork
4. Develop mapping, spatial and environmental skills
5. Strengthen cross-curricular literacy, numeracy and digital skills
6. Foster environmental responsibility
7. Support DEIS goals through active, local, meaningful learning
8. Promote UDL for access, engagement and expression
9. Use assessment to inform teaching and monitoring
10. Build confidence and enjoyment through rich, real-world tasks

4. CURRICULUM ALIGNMENT — PRIMARY GEOGRAPHY (2023)
The Geography curriculum is framed across three strands and emphasises geographical inquiry, skills development, and exploration.

4.1 The Three Strands
1. Human Environments
· My family & community
· People and places
· Rural/urban environments
· Migration & settlement
· Trade, work and world population
2. Natural Environments
· Weather & climate
· Landscape features
· Rocks & soils
· Habitats & biomes
· Earth processes (volcanoes, earthquakes)
3. Environmental Awareness & Care
· Sustainability
· Biodiversity
· Personal responsibility
· Climate action
· Caring for our local environment


4.2 Geographical Skills (Integrated Throughout)
All learning incorporates:
· Questioning & predicting
· Observing & recording
· Interpreting information
· Representing data
· Map & globe skills
· Spatial awareness
· Fieldwork & investigation

4.3 Learning Outcomes
Scoil Íde Naofa teachers plan using Learning Outcomes, not content lists.
The outcomes focus on:
· Understanding environments
· Using geographical skills
· Exploring human/natural systems
· Working as geographers (inquiry, questioning, investigation)
A detailed Learning Outcome progression appears in Appendix A.

5. WHOLE-SCHOOL APPROACHES TO GEOGRAPHY
The following approaches promote consistency and quality across all classrooms.

5.1 Geographical Inquiry Process (Whole School)
1. Experience / Engage (picture, object, local walk, question)
2. Wonder / Question
3. Investigate (fieldwork, research, collect data)
4. Record / Represent (charts, maps, drawings, digital tools)

5. Analyse / Explain
6. Communicate & Reflect
7. Act (informed environmental action)
This inquiry cycle is used in all classes, adapted to level.

5.2 Local Area Focus (DEIS Priority)
Scoil Íde Naofa emphasises local geographical learning:
· School grounds mapping
· Local rivers, roads and land-use
· Community buildings & services
· Weather records
· Mini-fieldwork tasks
· Photographic surveys
· Interviews with local residents
· Biodiversity audits
This supports DEIS, wellbeing and place-based learning.

5.3 Classroom Environment Expectations
Every classroom includes:
· Map of Ireland
· World map or globe
· Local area photos
· Weather chart
· Visual vocabulary displays
· Seasonal/environmental posters
· Inquiry question wall









5.4 Time Allocation
SESE (History, Geography, Science):
Infants: 2.25 hours weekly (integrated)
1st–6th: 3 hours weekly (SESE shared)
Geography is delivered through:
· Discrete lessons
· Cross-curricular integration
· Fieldwork
· Project-based learning

5.5 Whole-School Non-Negotiables
All teachers will:
· Use inquiry and fieldwork at least twice per term
· Teach map skills at every level
· Integrate digital tools
· Use geographical vocabulary & talk
· Link local–national–global perspectives
· Use UDL strategies
· Include Sustainability & Climate Action
· Document geography learning in plans

6. GEOGRAPHICAL INQUIRY & FIELDWORK
Fieldwork is a core requirement in the new Geography curriculum.

6.1 Whole-School Fieldwork Expectations
Each class must conduct at least two fieldwork investigations per term, examples include:
· Weather observations
· Mini-beast hunt
· Land-use survey
· Traffic count
· Sketch maps
· Sound maps
· Soil investigation
· Local trails
· Habitat study
· Seasonal change photography
Senior classes may complete:
· Transect study
· Settlement patterns
· Mapping local services
· Survey & interviewing
· Climate change impacts

 6.2 Fieldwork Skills Progression
Infants
· Observing
· Identifying
· Drawing simple maps
· Sorting natural/human features
1st–2nd
· Simple surveys
· Recording with pictures/tallies
· Classroom weather station
· Simple routes
3rd–4th
· Sketch maps
· Compass directions
· Land-use studies
· Local environment comparisons
5th–6th
· Grid referencing
· Environmental quality surveys
· Transects
· Digital mapping (Google Earth, OSI Maps)

 7. MAP SKILLS & SPATIAL AWARENESS
Map skills are developed consistently across all years.

7.1 Map Skills Progression
Infants
· Near/far
· Left/right
· Simple picture maps
1st–2nd
· Symbols
· Simple routes
· Basic compass directions
3rd–4th
· Maps of Ireland/Europe/World
· Aerial photos
· OSI Map symbols
· Scale awareness
5th–6th
· Grids
· Coordinates
· Distance using scale
· Interpreting OSI maps
· Digital mapping environments





 8. HUMAN ENVIRONMENTS — WHOLE-SCHOOL OVERVIEW
Themes include:
· Homes & communities
· Transport & services
· Rural vs urban
· Migration
· Trade & economic activity
· Global population and diversity
Approaches include:
· Interviews
· Surveys
· Local walks
· Mapping services
· Comparing lifestyles
· Case studies (local + global)

9. NATURAL ENVIRONMENTS — WHOLE-SCHOOL OVERVIEW
Themes include:
· Weather and climate
· Rivers, lakes & seas
· Rocks & soils
· Biomes
· Volcanoes, earthquakes, erosion
· Human impact on the environment
Approaches include:
· Weather charts
· Experiments (soil drainage, erosion)
· Nature walks
· Observation drawings
· Mapping physical features

10. ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS & CARE
This aligns strongly with the new Climate Action & Sustainability cross-curricular priority.

10.1 Whole-School Environmental Actions
· Biodiversity garden
· Composting & recycling systems
· Energy monitoring
· Walk-to-school initiatives
· Litter audits
· Green Schools Programme
· Climate Action projects
· Gardening and pollinator initiatives

11. TEACHING METHODOLOGIES IN GEOGRAPHY
Geography requires active, investigative approaches.
 11.1 Child-Led Methods
· Inquiry-based learning
· Prediction & questioning
· Small-group exploration
· Investigations during fieldwork

11.2 Skills-Based Approaches
· Observing
· Classifying
· Recording data
· Using instruments (thermometers, compasses)
· Sketching
· Interviewing


11.3 Visual & Representational Approaches
· Diagrams
· Maps & globes
· Photographs
· Drawn routes
· Digital mapping

11.4 Collaborative Learning
· Group investigation projects
· Debates (e.g., sustainable transport)
· Presentations
· Role play (e.g., community decision-making)

12. UDL IN GEOGRAPHY
Scoil Íde Naofa uses UDL to make Geography accessible for all.

12.1 Multiple Means of Engagement
· Choice of tasks
· Hands-on fieldwork
· Real-life local investigations
· Game-based map activities

12.2 Multiple Means of Representation
· Videos
· Visual maps
· Models
· Photos
· Digital mapping
· Concrete objects (rocks, soil)


 12.3 Multiple Means of Expression
· Oral presentations
· Drawings
· Digital projects
· Models
· Written reports
· Graphic organisers

13. DEIS GEOGRAPHY & NUMERACY/LITERACY LINKS
Geography strongly supports the DEIS plan.

13.1 Literacy
· Vocabulary (habitat, erosion, migrate…)
· Report writing
· Oral presentations
· Interviewing
· Note-taking
 13.2 Numeracy
· Reading charts & graphs
· Data collection
· Measuring weather
· Counting traffic
· Mapping coordinates

13.3 Attendance & Engagement
· Outdoor learning increases attendance
· Hands-on projects improve participation


13.4 Community Links
· Local council
· Environmental groups
· Heritage centres
· Librarians
· Parents as local experts

14. DIGITAL GEOGRAPHY
Digital tools include:
· Google Earth
· OSI Maps
· Digital weather stations
· iPad photo surveys
· Seesaw projects
· Climate data websites

15. GEOGRAPHY-INTEGRATED THEMATIC UNITS
Examples:
· My Local Area (Infants–2nd)
· Homes Around the World (Infants–4th)
· Rivers & Water (3rd–6th)
· Sustainability & Climate Action (whole school)
· Mapping Me, My School, My Community (whole school)





16. ASSESSMENT IN GEOGRAPHY
Assessment aligns with SESE and the new curriculum.

16.1 AfL (Assessment for Learning)
· Teacher questioning
· Think–Pair–Share
· Observation checklists
· Graphic organisers
· Fieldwork talk and explanation
· Success criteria for projects
16.2 AoL (Assessment of Learning)
· End-of-topic tasks
· Projects & presentations
· Fieldwork reports
· Map skills tests
· Vocabulary quizzes
· Portfolio samples
16.3 AaL (Assessment as Learning)
· Self-assessment
· Rubrics (Appendix B)
· Reflection journals
· Digital reflections (Seesaw)






17. SEN & DIFFERENTIATION

17.1 Supports
· Pre-teaching vocabulary
· Visual aids
· Alternative formats
· Pair & group support
· Hands-on tasks
· Reduced reading/writing load
· AT tools (dictation, audio instructions)

18. PLANNING EXPECTATIONS
Teachers must use:
· Learning outcomes
· Geographical inquiry cycle
· UDL strategies
· Fieldwork planning
· Cross-curricular integration
Templates are provided in Appendix G.

19. IMPLEMENTATION RESPONSIBILITIES
· Teachers: Deliver inquiry, fieldwork, map skills, environmental care
· SEN team: support access via visuals & vocabulary
· Coordination role: resource management, CPD, fieldwork timetabling
· Principal: quality assurance, monitoring
· BOM: ratification, resource support


20. REVIEW & RATIFICATION
Reviewed every 3 years or sooner via SSE.
Signed: Chairperson
Signed: Principal
Date: _________













APPENDIX A — GEOGRAPHY LEARNING OUTCOME PROGRESSION (Infants–6th)
Abridged, teacher-friendly summaries.

Infants
· Identify natural/human features
· Explore local area
· Talk about weather
· Simple maps & routes
1st–2nd
· Compare places
· Conduct simple surveys
· Observe seasonal change
· Begin compass directions

3rd–4th
· Investigate landforms
· Study natural processes (erosion, weathering)
· Use national maps
· Explore global links

5th–6th
· Analyse human & natural interactions
· Use coordinates & OSI maps
· Conduct environmental surveys
· Understand climate change & sustainability



Irish Geography Class Progression
· 3rd Class: Kildare- All counties and provinces   
· 4th Class: Kildare- Provinces, all counties plus Rivers and Lakes
· 5th Class: Kildare- All counties, provinces and county towns plus Rivers, Lakes and Mountains. 
· 6th Class: Kildare- All of above plus bays, headlands and islands

World and European Class Progression
· 3rd class: Egypt & Spain 
· 4th: China & Italy
· 5th: Peru & Greece
· 6th: Australia & France








APPENDIX B — GEOGRAPHICAL SKILLS RUBRIC & PROBLEM-SOLVING FRAMEWORK
 B.1 Skills Rubric
	Skill
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4

	Observing
	Needs help
	Identifies basic features
	Accurate detailed observation
	Analyses significance

	Recording
	Draws simple pictures
	Uses tallies/photos
	Uses maps/charts
	Uses complex representations

	Interpreting
	Needs prompts
	Answers literal questions
	Makes connections
	Evaluates causes & effects

	Communicating
	One-word responses
	Simple descriptions
	Detailed explanations
	Logical, justified arguments




B.2 Inquiry Framework
1. Ask questions
2. Collect information
3. Represent
4. Interpret
5. Explain
6. Communicate
7. Act






APPENDIX C — GEOGRAPHY VOCABULARY PROGRESSION

 Infants
· near/far
· weather
· house/school
· river/tree/hill

1st–2nd
· map, route
· compass
· human/natural feature
· habitat

3rd–4th
· erosion, climate
· urban/rural
· land-use
· survey, data

5th–6th
· biodiversity
· sustainable
· coordinates
· migration
· biome


APPENDIX D — DIGITAL GEOGRAPHY TOOLS
· Google Earth
· OSI Mapviewer
· Digital weather stations
· QR-code trails
· Clipboards/iPads for fieldwork
· Seesaw portfolios

APPENDIX E — ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE
 Annual Cycle
October: Local area fieldwork assessment
December: Map skills check
February: Environmental care project
May: Human/natural environments project
June: Fieldwork portfolio review







APPENDIX F — GEOGRAPHY TALK STEMS

 For Describing
· “I notice…”
· “This feature is…”
For Comparing
· “Both places have…”
· “They differ because…”
For Explaining
· “This happens because…”
· “A possible reason is…”
 For Predicting
· “I think the environment will change by…”
· “If this continues, then…”






APPENDIX G — GEOGRAPHY PLANNING TEMPLATES
(Parallel to Language & Maths templates; geography-focused.)
· LTP Template (Learning outcomes, fieldwork plan, inquiry focus, vocabulary, UDL, DEIS links)
· STP Template (Weekly outcomes, map skills, inquiry tasks, literacy/numeracy integration)
· Cuntais Míosúla Template (skills taught, fieldwork completed, integration, assessment notes)

APPENDIX H — GEOGRAPHY ACROSS THE CURRICULUM MAP
· Maths → Data & measurement
· Language → Report writing, oral presentations
· Drama → Role play on communities
· PE → Orienteering
· Science → Weather, habitats, environmental care
· SPHE → Identity, sustainability
· Visual Arts → Landscape drawing







APPENDIX I — SEN GEOGRAPHY SUPPORT MODEL

Supports
· Visual maps
· Adapted fieldwork tasks
· Vocabulary lists
· Simplified texts
· Pair work
· Alternative outputs (drawing, model, oral)

Review Cycle
· Every 6–8 weeks
· Based on targets & observations
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