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1. School Mission Statement
In Ellenfield Community College we encourage all members of our school community to reach their full potential in a caring and supportive atmosphere. As a school, respect is our core value. Ellenfield Community College celebrates and promotes diversity to foster a sense of belonging and connection. The school welcomes, values and promotes the involvement of parents and we are committed to building links with our local community. By working together, we can empower our students to:
Recognise the value of self and others
Embrace diversity and differences
Speak kindly and with consideration to others
Prioritize the dignity and worth of every person
Experience success through lifelong learning
Collaborate to raise academic standards
Treasure the creativity and unique qualities of each individual.
2. Legal Framework & Compliance

Ellenfield Community College’s ICT Acceptable Usage Policy is aligned with national legislation and educational guidelines to ensure the safety, privacy, and rights of all students and staff.

Relevant Legal Documents & Policies
	Legal Document / Policy
	Description

	General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR)
	Ensures the protection of personal data. All ICT use must comply with GDPR standards for data handling and privacy.

	Children First Act 2015
	Mandates child protection procedures. Online safety and reporting mechanisms are part of our safeguarding strategy.

	Education Act 1998
	Supports the integration of ICT in education and outlines the responsibilities of schools in providing a safe learning environment.

	Digital Strategy for Schools 2015–2020 (extended)
	Provides a framework for embedding digital technologies in teaching and learning. Our AUP supports this strategy’s goals.

	Webwise AUP Guidelines
	Offers best practices for developing school AUPs. Our policy is informed by Webwise’s official guidelines.

	Copyright & Related Rights Act 2000
	Protects intellectual property. Students must acknowledge sources and avoid unauthorized use of digital content.



3. Purpose & Scope of ICT Usage
Ellenfield Community College embraces digital learning as a core component of 21st-century education. ICT tools including tablets, laptops, and cloud-based platforms enhance collaboration, creativity, and critical thinking.
2.1 School Responsibilities
· Provide secure, filtered internet access and monitored digital platforms.
· Educate students on digital literacy, online safety, and ethical technology use.
· Ensure all ICT use aligns with GDPR and child protection guidelines.
2.2 Policy Agreement
· Policy acceptance is mandatory for device allocation and platform access.
2.3 Teacher Responsibilities
· Integrate ICT meaningfully into lesson plans and departmental schemes.
· Monitor student device use during class.
· Ensure all digital activities are purposeful, inclusive, and educational.

3. Digital Safety
3.1 Prohibited Activities
Students must not:
· Access or share illegal, explicit, or hateful content.
· Engage in cyberbullying, harassment, or intimidation.
· Share personal data (e.g., addresses, phone numbers, passwords).
· Download non-educational files or apps
3.2 Responsible Online Behaviour
Students should:
· Use school devices and platforms for learning only.
· Report accidental exposure to inappropriate content.
· Alert staff to any misuse or suspicious activity.
· Respect others’ privacy and intellectual property.

4. Consequences & Sanctions
4.1 General Sanctions
· Breaches of the AUP will be addressed per the school’s Code of Behaviour.
· Sanctions may include warnings, restricted access, parental meetings, or suspension of device privileges.
4.2 Device Misuse
· Devices may be confiscated and held securely for a designated period.
· Repeated misuse may result in longer-term restrictions or loss of device access.
Serious breaches (e.g., cyberbullying, sharing explicit content) will be escalated to senior management and may involve external authorities.

6.Phone Pouch Usage
To support focused learning and reduce distractions, Ellenfield Community College has introduced a mandatory phone pouch system for all students.
6.1 Guidelines for Use
Upon arrival, students must secure their mobile phones in the designated school-issued pouch.
The pouch must remain sealed and stored in the student’s school bag throughout the school day.
6.2 Breach of Policy
If a student is found using a phone outside of the pouch, the device will be confiscated and held by school administration.
The phone must be collected in person by a parent or guardian.
If the pouch is lost, damaged, or tampered with, a replacement fee of €17.50 will be charged.
6.3 Student Responsibilities
Students are responsible for the care and safekeeping of their phone pouch.
Any attempt to bypass or disable the pouch system will be treated as a serious breach of the Acceptable Usage Policy.
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