
Options after the Leaving Certificate 

Theresa Burke  
B.A., B.Sc., Grad. Dip., M.Ed.

Guidance Counsellor



Pathways



What to choose?

Students often have a few interests and struggle 
to choose between them

When this is the case, students are advised to 
look for clues to solve the puzzle.

This sometimes works, but not always –
experiential learning, experience of the options, 

and the time and space to reflect are very 
helpful. These sometimes only come with a gap 

from the Leaving Certificate. It's a very busy year. 
Research and attending career events has been 

encouraged from TY as it can be too much to 
achieve in LC alone.

So what are the clues?



Agenda:

• Apprenticeships/Job Seeking – Garda/Defence Forces
• PLC and Tertiary Degrees
• Third Level 

• UCAS (UK)

• Study in Europe 

• Study in Ireland (CAO)
• Higher Education Access Route (HEAR)

• Disability Access Route to Education (DARE)

• Finance and Budgeting



1. Apprenticeships

An apprenticeship is a programme of structured  education and 
training which formally combines  and alternates learning in the 
workplace with  learning in an education or training centre.

There are now two types of apprenticeship

1. The traditional craft apprenticeship

2. The new industry led apprenticeships



1. Apprenticeships



1. Pre 2016 Apprenticeships

Craft apprenticeships were developed before 2016, and are 

generally made up of seven phases: three off-the-job and four 

on-the-job. There are some exceptions to this, check 

out www.apprenticeship.ie for more information.

http://www.apprenticeship.ie/


1. Post 2016 Apprenticeships

Apprenticeships developed after 2016 have varied on-the-job and off-
the-job requirements. Examples of new apprenticeships are 
Hospitality, Finance, Engineering, Biopharmachem, ICT, Logistics and 
Hairdressing with lots more in development. 

Check out:

www.apprenticeship.ie for more information on apprenticeships and 
for current advertised vacancies 

Or www.careersportal.ie for more information on apprenticeships and 
career sectors

http://www.apprenticeship.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie/


www.apprenticeship.ie



www.apprenticeship.ie
Microsoft Word - 2025-09-22 List of Apprenticeships as of Sep.docx

https://content.apprenticeship.ie/f/83224/x/172746043e/2025-09-22-list-of-apprenticeships-as-of-sep.pdf


www.apprenticeship.ie



1. Apprenticeships/Job Seeking

Apply for a Job (this also applies to Apprenticeship applications)

To get a job one needs
1. An  excellent CV and cover letter. This is aimed at getting 

the candidate an interview. 

2. To have a knowledge of the skills needed for the job, and a 
knowledge of how to show you have developed these 
skills. This is aimed at helping a candidate to secure the job 
at interview stage. 



1. Job Seeking- Network

Advertisements/Websites

Recruitment Agencies

Professional Organisations

Networking/Word of mouth

Contacts from existing staff

Internal Promotion or Lateral Move

START Most people 
start looking 
for jobs from 
here

START

Employers 
hire in this 
direction



1. Job Seeking

Contact Action Contact Log

Who? Address? Tel. No. What did I do? What follow up is 
needed, and when?

Joe Ryan
Local Electrician, 
124 Offaly Street, 
Tullamore. 
Tel: 087123456

Sent CV and Cover Letter 
Via email to 
joeryan@electric.ie on 
01 November 2025

Phone Mr Ryan on 
November 3rd to follow 
up. 

Have a meeting on Nov 
6th

mailto:joeryan@electric.ie




1. Job-seeking- Garda

What are the age requirements?
The exact date range that applicants need to be born are specified for candidates as follows:
Be 18 years of age but not yet 50 years of age at midnight on the closing date of the competition.

What are the educational requirements for a Leaving Certificate Student? 
By the closing date of the competition applicants must:
(a) have obtained an Irish Leaving Certificate with a grade D3 or O6 minimum in five subjects at Ordinary 
Level* 
AND
(d) be proficient in either or both of the following: i) the Irish language ii) the English language

There is no longer a requirement to have a second language. 

What are the physical requirements?
All applicants will undergo a Physical Competence Test as part of the application process and their subsequent 
training. Applicants must pass all elements of the test and there is strictly no deviation from the format of the test.

Usually opens in Spring, and successful applicants start training in Winter. 

Garda-Trainee-Candidate-Information-Booklet-2024.pdf

https://careerservices.ie/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Garda-Trainee-Candidate-Information-Booklet-2024.pdf


Defence Forces

• Army

• Navy

• Air Corp



1. Job-seeking- Defence Forces

Army Recruit - General Service

Naval Service Recruit - General Service

Air Corps Recruit - General Service

Direct Entry Military Dental Nurse

Defence Forces Motor Technician Fitters

Naval Service Electrical Engineering Officer

Naval Service Marine Engineering Officer

Defence Forces Operations Branch Officers

Defence Forces Medical Officer

Naval Service Carpenter/Hull Artificer [Carpenter-Joiner / Shipwright]

Naval Service Electrical Artificer [Electrical Technician / Electrician]

Naval Service Engine Room Artificer [Maintenance Engineer / Technician]

Naval Service Direct Entry Chef

Reserve Defence Forces

Current Vacancies

Upcoming Vacancies

Army Cadetship

Naval Cadetship

Air Corp Cadetship

Current Recruitment Opportunities - Defence Forces

https://www.military.ie/en/careers/current-competitions/






Civil 

Service 

Jobs



2. Post Leaving Certificate (PLC) excl. Teagasc

• Entry Requirements: Leaving Certificate with 5 passes and Interview

• One Year (level 5)/(level 6)

• Budget 2024 abolished fees for PLC (Fees charged for Teagasc €990)

• Maintenance grants available through SUSI (Teagasc run their own grant)

• Apply directly to the college

• Possibility to use this qualification to start working or obtain further 

education

• Excellent preparation for college



2. Post Leaving Certificate (PLC)

Traditional

Third Level 

Apply to CAO

Alternative

Third Level 

Apply to CAO

Leaving Certificate
Subjects, Grades and Points

FETAC Level 5/6 Award, 
Modules, Grades



2. Post Leaving Certificate (PLC)

Progression can be made to third level Universities or Institutes of 
Technology courses via specific FETAC awards or in some cases any 
FETAC Award

This route if not available for every course – for example, primary 
education and medicine do not have a FETAC/QQI entry route at 
present.



2. Post Leaving Certificate (PLC)

Go to www.cao.ie

Click on “Applicants”

Click on “QQI FETAC/FET 
Information”

Click on “QQI FETAC/FET Entry 
Requirements”

Search for course links based on the 
course code (in CAO handbook) or 
my college/institution

http://www.cao.ie/


2. Post Leaving Certificate (PLC)

TUS 
example



2. Post Leaving Certificate (PLC)

Uni of 
Galway
example



Tertiary Degrees – Linking FET and Higher Ed



Tertiary Degrees – Linking FET and Higher Ed

Continue into 2nd year of the Degree at the
Third Level Institution

Year 1 of Third Level, 
but as a registered PLC 

student for fees, and in a 
local PLC provider

Option 1

Option 2
Year 1 of Third Level, 

but as a registered PLC 
student for fees

Apply to first year on a different degree though the 
CAO, with no 1st year fee implications, and with a 

Level 5 QQI from the PLC provider. 



Local 

Links

https://nto.hea.ie/

courses/



3. Third Level- UCAS

UCAS (Admissions to UK Universities)

 The application process is long, and there is usually an interview. 

 Closing date is January 29th 2026 (Oct 15th 2025 for Medicine, 

Dentistry, Veterinary, Oxford and Cambridge)

 5 courses to choose from one career area

 Personal Statement is very important

 Offers - refusal, conditional and unconditional

 Extra and Clearing systems



3. Third Level-UCAS



3. Third Level-Europe

• Over the years more and more Irish and Colaiste Choilm students are choosing 

to study abroad.

• Many study in other EU countries, but through English. 

• Students may find the competition for places is a little less competitive in other 

EU countries in courses such as Medicine, Veterinary Medicine, Physiotherapy, 

Dentistry, Agriculture etc.

• Tuition fees vary considerably from one college to the next, as do entry 

requirements. Sometimes aptitude tests, personal statements, interviews are 

used for entry.



3. Third Level-Europe

No CAO 
points



3. Third Level-CAO

Apply to the CAO for :

All CAO courses require certain subjects at leaving certificate level. 
Most also require a certain number of CAO points

Honours
Degree 

(3/4 years)

Level 8

Ordinary 
Degree 

(3 years) 
Level 7

Higher 
Certificate 
(2 years) 
Level 6

Add-on Level 8

Add-on level 7

Add-on Level 8



3. Third Level-CAO

You must satisfy 3 requirements

1. Meet College Entry Requirements 
2. Meet Specific Course Requirements. 

If all Entry Requirements are met  applicant is deemed 
‘Qualified’ to apply.

3. Now they must compete against other qualified applicants. This 
is where points become relevant.



NUI Additional Requirements

O6/H7 minimum in :

Irish

English

Mathematics (some arts, social science, law, 

exempt)

Third Language (this requirement has been 
dropped for Engineering and some Science 
courses, Primary Teaching, Nursing, and in 
the NCAD Art or DCG can be used in place 
of a third language, Maynooth University has 
also dropped this requirement for Business 

and Law)

Two additional subjects

Colleges in NUI:

University College Dublin

University College Cork

University of Galway

Maynooth University

Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland 

(RCSI)

National College of Art and Design 

(NCAD)

Shannon College of Hotel Management



3. Third Level- Other Colleges

• Trinity College Dublin 

• University of Limerick/MIC

O6/H7 minimum in:

English

Mathematics

A Second Language (Irish or another 
language)**

3 additional subjects

• Dublin City University

• Technological Universities, and 
Institutes of Technology (Hons 
Degrees)

O6/H7 minimum in 

English or Irish

Mathematics

4 additional subjects

**Note: If you have an Irish Exemption as a result of coming to Ireland after the age of 

11, you must study a Spanish/French to meet the second language requirement



3. Third Level- Applying for Exemptions
(This is separate and in addition to DARE)

Although CAO a section relating to exemptions on the CAO form, it is the student's responsibility to apply for 
all necessary exemptions. The CAO does not know you have an exemption, unless the candidate applies to 
the college in question and the college informs the CAO that they have granted an exemption. 

• NUI colleges use an online application form: https://exemptions.nui.ie/

• UL use an online exemption form: https://www.ul.ie/academic-registry/leaving-certificate-students
Deadline July 1s. Mary Immaculate College: https://www.mic.ul.ie/current-students/student-
information/access-disability?index=5

• Trinity College Dublin  online form (also includes an application for a math's exemption) 
https://www.tcd.ie/study/apply/alternative-paths-to-trinity/ Deadline July 1st

https://exemptions.nui.ie/
https://www.ul.ie/academic-registry/leaving-certificate-students
https://www.mic.ul.ie/current-students/student-information/access-disability?index=5
https:///
http://www.tcd.ie/study/apply/alternative-paths-to-trinity/


3. Third Level

Veterinary (ATU Letterkenny)

• 6 subjects at O6/H7 to include:

• English or Irish at O6/H7

• Maths at O6/H7

• Chemistry or Physics & Chemistry at H4

• Biology or Agricultural Science or Physics at H4

• Complete the required work experience (minimum 60 
hours) by end of January of the year of entry (extended 
to the end of July for applicants for September 2026)

• Complete an online Situational Judgement Test called 
‘Casper’ by end of February of the year of entry (€40)

• Moderated grades after 550 point (1 point for every 5) 
combined with Casper (max 300 points)

Veterinary (SETU Waterford)

• Biology or Chemistry: H4

• 1 other subject: H5

• 4 subjects: O6/H7

• English or Irish: O6/H7

• Mathematics: O6/H7

• 60 hours of relevant veterinary or animal handling work

Veterinary (UCD)

• H5 Chemistry

• O6/H7 in English, Irish, Mathematics, a third language and 
one other recognised subject.

• At least 60 hours practical experience relevant to animal 
handling

College requirements vary significantly. An example:

https://acuityinsights.app/


3. Third Level- Specific Course Requirements

• Gaeilge - Grade H4 • Mathematics - O4 or H7• English - O4 or H7 are required for 

Primary Teaching

• H4 in Maths and O6 in a Science/DCG/Construction/Engineering subject for most 

Engineering courses

• A minimum of one science subject is required for courses in the areas of Nursing, 

Medical, Science, and Engineering

• Most Business courses state a requirement in Maths - not a business subject 

(typically O4/H7 maths).

• An Art portfolio is required for most art courses - Art itself may not be required.

• Similarly Music is not always a requirement for entry into Music courses, but an 

audition/assessment usually is.



In the CAO system, the number of qualified applicants is greater 
than the number of course places, and therefore a selection system 
is needed.

The selection system used in Irish 3rd Level Colleges is the Points 
System

Points are calculated from ONE sitting of the Leaving Certificate 
only; Entry Requirements can be satisfied over more than one sitting 
of the Leaving Certificate (with the exception of Medicine)

Points total are calculated from SIX best subjects

3. Third Level- CAO



3. Third Level- CAO Points System



3. Third Level- Medicine



3. Third Level- Medicine – 2026 entry only



3. Third Level- Medicine- 2026 entry only

College Cut-Off 2025

Trinity 739

RCSI 732*

UCD 738

UCC 730 

UG 728* 

UL New



3. Third Level- Medicine HPAT 2025

College Cut-Off 2025

Trinity 739

RCSI 732*

UCD 738

UCC 730 

UG 728* 

UL New

HPAT_-_Ireland_2025_Candidate_Performance.pdf

https://hpat-ireland.acer.org/files/HPAT_-_Ireland_2025_Candidate_Performance.pdf


3. Third Level- Medicine – 2027 entry changes
Entry to Medicine | Irish Universities Association

https://www.iua.ie/for-students/entry-to-medicine/


Check the relevant college/employer literature

check the overall college requirements

check the course requirement: what subjects and grades are needed for entry

Check the course content 

This is very important . Courses with the same title may not include the same 
modules, opportunities to travel, work experience etc. This check will also highlight 
what subjects are predominant

Good websites include (use filters to choose course type)
www.qualifax.ie

www.careersportal.ie

3. Third Level- What to Research



3. Third Level- What to Research

ATU Level 8 Business example

Research –Year 1 and beyond –
What modules are compulsory and 
which are electives? 

Are  there work Experience/Study 
abroad opportunities? 

Can I specialize in an area of interest to 
me?



3. Third Level- What to Research

UL Level 8 Business example

Research –Year 1 and beyond –
What modules are compulsory and which are electives? 

Are  there work Experience/Study abroad opportunities? 

Can I specialize in an area of interest to me?



Centralised application system for Irish 3rd level institutions, including fee-paying colleges. (Dublin 

Business School, Griffith College (Dublin, Limerick and Cork), Irish College of Humanities and 

Applied Sciences, American College, IBAT College Dublin, ICD Business School, College of 

Computing Technology CCT, St Nicholas Montessori College, Dorset College, Galway Business 

School, Setanta College, Early Childhood in NCI, Psychology in NCI and Carlow College)

The CAO no longer provides a published 

CAO Handbook for students. 

They have an interactive flip digital 

document:

Central Applications Office (cao.ie)

3. Third Level- CAO
CAO Handbook2026_web.pdf

https://www.cao.ie/handbook.php
https://www2.cao.ie/handbook/handbook2026/hb.pdf


There are 3 types of courses students can apply for under the Nat. Framework of 
Qualifications.

These are applied for on 2 separate lists on a single form:

• Level 6 & 7 Courses Level 8 Courses

• Ordinary Degrees (7) Honours Degrees (8)

• Higher Certificates (6)

• Up to 10 Course Choices Up to 10 Course Choices

 The courses are clearly labelled in the CAO Handbook

 N.B. – Care must be taken with courses marked ‘Restricted’. (Interview, Portfolios, 
Music Tests, Aptitude Tests). These courses must be applied for before February 
1st due to extra assessments required.

3. Third Level- CAO



3. Third Level- Applying to CAO



Students must fill out both course lists in Genuine Order of 
Preference

They should not put down courses on the basis of their predictions 
of next years cut off points or their own points scores.

• Why? – Look at how places are allocated.

3. Third Level- Applying to CAO



3. Third Level- Applying to CAO



3. Third Level- Applying to CAO



3. Third Level- Applying to CAO



3. Third Level- Applying to CAO



3. Third Level- Applying to CAO



3. Third Level- Applying to CAO



3. Third Level- Applying to CAO



3. Third Level- Applying to CAO



3. Third Level- Applying to CAO



3. Third Level- Applying to CAO



3. Third Level- Applying to CAO



3. Third Level- Applying to CAO



3. Third Level- Applying to CAO



3. Third Level- Applying to CAO

Students can change their course choices from 

• November 5th to February 1st at 5 pm, and 

• May 5th to July 1st at 5 pm

It can be used to change the order in which courses are placed on their application, 
to take out a courses or to include new courses. 

It cannot be used for courses marked ‘Restricted’ as an assessment (test, interview, 
audition etc.) will have been undertaken with all applicants sometime between 
February and May. (Medicine, Music, Art and Design, Performing Arts, 
Architecture, Film and TV etc. are in may cases marked ‘restricted’)



3. Third Level- Applying to CAO



3. Third Level- Applying to CAO



3. Third Level- Applying to CAO



3. Third Level- Applying to CAO



Publications
College Prospectuses – 2026 Entry

CAO Handbook 2026

Internet
Qualifax – www.qualifax.ie Irish courses database

CAO – www.cao.ie Contains video on how to apply

Careers Portal – www.careersportal.ie

College websites (Addresses in CAO Handbook) and virtual open days

People

Relatives; Past pupils

Admissions/Academic staff of colleges

Guidance Counsellor Other websites 

Career interest tests www.accesscollege.ie (HEAR and DARE)

Access to sources of information www.studentfinance.ie and www.susi.ie

3. Third Level- Applying to CAO

http://www.qualifax.ie/
http://www.cao.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie/
http://www.accesscollege.ie/
http://www.studentfinance.ie/
http://www.susi.ie/


Higher Education Access Route (HEAR)

The Higher Education Access Route (HEAR) is a college and 
university admissions scheme which offers places at reduced 
points to school leavers from socio-economically disadvantaged 
backgrounds 

It has been established by 16 Higher Education Institutions based 
on evidence that socio-economic disadvantage negatively impacts 
on educational attainment at school and progression to higher 
education



Higher Education Access Route (HEAR)

Why apply to HEAR? 

• Reduced points CAO offers in the participating colleges 
provided you meet the minimum entry requirements.

• Post-entry supports such as financial, academic, social and 
personal (some HEAR candidates receive a scholarship of 
between €1,100- €2,000). But the main source of student finance 
is still the SUSI grant, which must be applied for separately.



Higher Education Access Route (HEAR)

• School leavers who present satisfactory evidence relating to their 
socio-economic circumstances and satisfy matriculation and 
subject requirements are eligible to compete for reduced Leaving 
Certificate points places available in each of the participating 
institutions through HEAR

• Each college or university taking part in the HEAR scheme has 
set aside a quota of places on a reduced points basis for students 
entering through the scheme.

• This quota is different for each third level institution. Details of 
quotas can be found on the participating colleges website



Should I Apply to HEAR?

Indicator 1. Was your household income 
(before tax & PRSI) on or below €46,790 
in 2024 (for 4 dependents. The amount is 
higher if you have a higher number of 
dependents)?

Indicator 4. Have you attended a DEIS
school for 5 years of second level 
education?

Indicator 2. Did your family have a 
medical card that was in date on 31 
December 2025?

Indicator 5. Do you live in a 
disadvantaged area?

https://data.pobal.ie/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/experi
ence/?id=3b0acba7eb694ffa85340a60f81d516c.

Indicator 3 Did your parents/ guardians 
receive a means-tested social welfare 
payment in 2024?

Indicator 6 Are you in a priority group?
Care-Experienced Applicants; A Member of the Traveller
Community; A Member of the Roma Community ;Young Parents;

Applicants who are both HEAR and DARE eligible.

If you answer yes to three of more of the following questions, you could make 
a HEAR application:  Eligibility Criteria - Access College

https://data.pobal.ie/portal/apps/experiencebuilder/experience/?id=3b0acba7eb694ffa85340a60f81d516c
https://accesscollege.ie/hear/how-do-i-apply/eligibility-criteria/


Eligible Indicator- Area



Eligible Indicator Scoring (NEW for 2026)



• Dublin City University

• Dundalk Institute of Technology

• Institute of Art, Design & 
Technology, Dún Laoghaire 

• Marino Institute of Education

• National College of Ireland 

• NCAD

• RCSI

• Trinity College, Dublin

• TU Dublin 

• University College, Dublin

• ATU, Galway

• University of Galway

• TUS, Limerick

• Mary Immaculate College

• University of Limerick

• MTU Cork Campus

• University College Cork

• ATU, Donegal

• ATU, Sligo

• St. Angela’s College, Sligo

• Maynooth University

• Pontifical University

• MTU, Kerry Campus

TUS, Athlone

• SETU, Carlow and 
Wexford

• SETU, Waterford

Where can I go to college?



Sample Supporting Documents

• Statement of Liability or Self Assessment 

Letter – Chapter 4 for 2024

• Social Welfare Form/Statement for 2024 Signed 

and Stamped by Social Welfare Official

• RP50 Notification of Redundancy 

• Retirement Lump Sum Letter for 2024

• Letter from TUSLA for Children in Care



!
Did you know?

The most common reason for ineligible applications to 

HEAR in 2025 was because the applicant submitted 

the wrong Revenue document.

HEAR seeks financial documents for 2024

- Statement of Liability or Self-Assessment Letter or 

Notice of Assessment



Individual College Access 

In addition to the HEAR scheme, other colleges runs their own 
individual access programme to promote the inclusion of non-
traditional groups in Higher Education

Mature students, students with disabilities, students from schools 
designated as socio-economically disadvantaged, members of the 
travelling community, and ethnic minorities are eligible to apply to 
access offices of various HEI’s.

Reduced points or direct entry may/may not apply
Additional personal and academic support are usually provided.
Grants/financial assistance is usually provided. 



Individual College Access 

University of limerick Access course
This Free 13 week course commences in January 

and is for students who achieved the minimum 
entry requirements for the University ( 2H5, 
4O6/H7). 

It’s assessed similar to the HEAR but cases are 
assessed on an individual basis and dependant on 
circumstances, subjected to meeting criteria/ 
providing supported documentation to outline 
change of circumstances. https://www.ul.ie/student-

affairs/access-office/routes-to-3rd-level/access-to-university-course-
auc

https://www.ul.ie/student-affairs/access-office/routes-to-3rd-level/access-to-university-course-auc


Disability Access Route to Education

What is the Disability Access Route to Education?

The Disability Access Route to Education (DARE) is a supplementary admissions 
scheme for school leavers with disabilities which operates on a reduced points 
basis. DARE has been established as clear evidence shows that disability can have 
a negative impact on educational attainment at school and progression to higher 
education. 

All students with a disability, irrespective of whether they come through DARE 
or not, are offered a variety of academic, personal and social supports while 
studying at third level. Individual institutions will determine the nature and 
delivery of such supports in accordance with their own policies and practices and 
subject to the availability of resources.



Disability Access Route to Education

Who Should Apply to DARE?
Applicants whose disability had a significant impact on educational performance 

in school.

Applicants who may not be able to meet the points for their preferred course due 

to the impact of disability.

Some disabilities eligible for consideration include: Asperger’s Syndrome/Autism, 

ADD/ADHD, Blind/Vision Impaired, Hearing Impaired, Dyspraxia, Mental 

Health Condition, Neurological Conditions (Brain Injury, Speech & Language  

Disabilities), Significant Ongoing Illness, Physical Disability, Specific Learning 

Difficulty (Dyslexia & Dyscalculia)



Disability Access Route to Education

School leavers who wish to be considered for DARE must: 

Apply online at www.cao.ie as part of the CAO application process by 1 February.

Disclose a disability or specific learning difficulty on the appropriate section of the 
application form. Applicants will then be directed to the separate online 
Supplementary Information Form which will ask them to provide additional 
information about their disability or specific learning difficulty (Sections A-C). 

Applicants must indicate their wish to be considered for DARE (final Section on 
Supplementary Admissions Routes). 

Applicants must submit supporting documentation by 10th March

http://www.cao.ie/


• Dublin City University

• Dundalk Institute of Technology

• Institute of Art, Design & 
Technology, Dún Laoghaire 

• Marino Institute of Education

• National College of Ireland 

• NCAD

• RCSI

• Trinity College, Dublin

• TU Dublin 

• University College, Dublin

• ATU, Galway

• University of Galway

• TUS, Limerick

• Mary Immaculate College

• University of Limerick

• MTU Cork Campus

• University College Cork

• ATU, Donegal

• ATU, Sligo

• St. Angela’s College, Sligo

• Maynooth University

• Pontifical University

• MTU, Kerry Campus

TUS, Athlone

• SETU, Carlow and 
Wexford

• SETU, Waterford

Where can I go to college?



3. Third Level- Access

By 1st February - You must apply to the CAO at www.cao.ie

By 1 March You must complete the HEAR and DARE Online Application Form (embedded in CAO form)

By 10 March - you must submit supporting documents to CAO

June (when LC exams end) - you will be notified about the outcome of your application

For more information go to www.accesscollege.ie and go to downloads for a guide and to access video’s 

explaining the schemes.

Priority is given to applicants who are eligible for both HEAR and DARE and to DARE applicants with 

physical and sensory disabilities.

Changes for the 2017: From 2017 onwards only applicants presenting with the following disabilities will require 

a report dates less than three years ago: ADD/ADHD; Mental Health Condition, and Significant Ongoing Illness.



3. Scholarships

Scholarships
Careers Portal has a useful database:
https://careersportal.ie/scholarships

Careers information class on scholarships will be held in January when 
dates and links are more available, but students are also encouraged to 
research scholarships that may be applicable to them. 

E.g. Sports Scholarships
Naughton Scholarship for STEM
Creative Writing/Music/Drama/Citizenship
Aim High Medicine (RCSI)

https://careersportal.ie/scholarships


3. Third Level- Grants

Students can apply online for grants

Rates of Ordinary Maintenance Grant applicable for the 2025/2026 
academic year (*Budget 2026 increased the non adjacent rate by between 
€200-€430 deepening on the band – no further details at the moment):

2024/25 Non-adjacent Rate Adjacent Rate

Special Rate € 7,586* € 3,230

Full Maintenance (100%) € 4,292* € 1,774

Part Maintenance (75%) € 3,332 * € 1,343

Part Maintenance (50%) € 2,502* € 975

Part Maintenance (25%) € 1,666* € 612

Adjacent rate is for students whose home address is within 30km of their college



3. Third Level- Grants

No. of 
Dependant 
Children

Special Rate

Maintenance 
and Full fees

Full 
Maintenance 

and Full 
SCC

Part 
Maintenance 

(75%) and 
Full SCC

Part 
Maintenance 

(50%) and 
Full SCC

Part 
Maintenance 

(25%) and 
Full SCC

100% 
SCC Paid

50%
SCC paid

€500 
reduction 

in SCC

< than 4 €27,400 €47,010 €48,270 €51,040 €58,470 €64,315 €71,300 €115,000*

4-7 €30,030 €51,520 €52,900 €55,940 €64,080 €70,490 €78,145 €126,040

8 or more €32,555 €55,850 €57,345 €60,635 €69,465 €76,410 €84,710 €136,630

•* Budget 2026 increased the top band from 115,000 to 120,000, but no other details as of yet.

• SCC: Student Contribution Charge- €2,500 in 2026 and 2027

•For Maintenance and Exemption from Student Services Charge, where two or more children (or the 
candidate’s parent) are pursuing a course of approved study in third level or further education, the 
reckonable income limit may be increased by increments, of €4,950 or €4,785



3. Third Level- Grants

Grant applications are centralised and application is made online though 

SUSI. www.susi.ie, or from the student finance website 

(www.studentfinance.ie)

Applications opens in Spring (usually in April) and usually closes on 

August 1st. There is a priority closing date (usually in early July).

A tutorial video is available online at: http://www.susi.ie/SUSI-

information/SUSI-Information.aspx

http://www.susi.ie/SUSI-information/SUSI-Information.aspx


3. Third Level- Other financial assistance

Student Assistance Fund
• provides financial support to full or part-time students who are 

experiencing financial difficulties while attending college (in addition 
to a SUSI grant). 

• is available to help with costs such as: books and class materials, rent, 
heating and lighting bills, Food , essential travel, childcare costs, 
medical costs.

• is not available for tuition fees, registration fees, student loan 
repayments or any costs borne by your college. 

• Applications are made, in confidence, to the college access or student 
services office. Some colleges have a closing date for applications.



3. Third Level- Other financial assistance

Vincent De Paul Education and Training Bursary Fund 
established to support students of all ages who may financially struggle 
to access or stay in third level education and training programmes.

Postgraduate studies (Master or PhD) or private colleges are not eligible.
Students must demonstrate that they have applied for all available state 
funding or other grants. For the academic year 2022/2023, 1,115 students 
received assistance of approx. €1600 each, with SVP spending over €1.5m, 
with demand increasing each year.

Applications to Saint Vincent de Paul, Mid West Region, Ozanam House
Hartstonge Street, Limerick V94 W2D3 061-310320 info.midwest@svp.ie

mailto:info.midwest@svp.ie


3. Third Level- Budgeting

Source: TU Dublin,  2025
Financial Support | Cost of Living Guide | TU Dublin

TU Dublin Cost of Living Guide 2025/26

Living Away 
from Home

Monthly (€) Annual (€)

Rent (Student
Accommodation)

1372 12,348

Rent (Digs 5-day 
stay)

559 5031

Food 201 1809
Travel 48 432
Books & Class 
materials

72 639

Clothes/Medical 40 351
Mobile 14.99 135
Social life/Misc. 95 765
Student Charge 278 2500

Total 1308- 2121 12,107 – 19,424

Students living 
at home

Monthly (€) Annual (€)

Other living 
expenses

82 738

Food 201 1809

Travel 48 432
Books & Class 
Materials

72 648

Clothes/Medical 40 360

Mobile 14.99 135

Social Life/Misc 95 855

Student Charge 278 2500
Total 831 7922

https://www.tudublin.ie/for-students/student-services-and-support/financial-support/cost-of-living-guide/#:~:text=The%20TU%20Dublin%20Cost%20of%20Living%20Guide%20provides


3. Third Level- Accommodation

Most Expensive: 

• UCD Roebuck Castle €12,119

Least Expensive: 

• Corrib Village (twin room): €3,258

UCD Range         €5,702-12,119 (paid monthly)

UL range              €5,416-7,905 (paid monthly)

UCC range           €6,176-9,235 (paid monthly)

TCD range            €6,336-10,296 (paid monthly)

Maynooth range    €5,411-7,003 (paid monthly)

DCU range            €6,036-6,873 (utilities not included)

Uni of Galway range €3258-7929 (paid monthly)
• https://www.independent.ie/irish-news/education/revealed-how-much-your-college-charges-for-student-accommodation-as-rents-are-hiked-38381820.html

On Campus Accommodation 
Costs vary considerably from 

one college to another. Its worth 
considering this when applying 

to the CAO

https://www.independent.ie/irish-news/education/revealed-how-much-your-college-charges-for-student-accommodation-as-rents-are-hiked-38381820.html


3. Third Level- Accommodation

Dates for application also vary 2026 TBC:

Maynooth University – round 1 offers 
(Express Interest from 1st May to the day 

after leaving cert results)

DCU- February to March (2026)

UL- March 

University of Galway  - February/March 

TCD – Feb – March  (Spring 2026)

UCC – March - April 

UCD –April 7th 

Accommodation Links:

University of Limerick

UCD

Maynooth

UCC

TCD

DCU

Uni of Galway

https://www.ul.ie/accommodation/applying/cao-applicants
https://www.ucd.ie/residences/
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/student-residences
https://www.ucc.ie/en/campusaccom/student-accom/
https://www.tcd.ie/accommodation/1st-year-students/
https://www.dcuaccommodation.ie/accommodation/first-year-accommodation
https://www.campusaccommodation.ie/


3. Third Level- CAO errors

• Lack of Information about the courses applied for or the colleges 
applied to. Research is so important to identify the course content, 
included options like work placement and study abroad, progression 
thereafter (NB in engineering for example where a Masters is 
necessary)

• Trying to guess points, and not adhering to the order of preference on 
the CAO application form

• Not considering all the options available. For example applying only to 
level 8 honours degree courses in Universities, or applying to colleges 
in only a specific geographic area. 

CAO ERRORS





Don’t 
Forget… 
Self Care



My son is unsure what to do….

We have a factsheet for this on our Website: 

Choosing_a_Career_Factsheet.pdf

Thank you for being here tonight

https://colaistechoilmtullamore.ie/Content/2019/11/Choosing_a_Career_Factsheet.pdf





