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Dear Parents/Guardians,

Welcome to Nuacht na Scoile - Caisc 2026. We hope that you enjoy reading about the
girls” activities in school. We have celebrated sacraments, entered the ESB Science
Blast, visited Cabra Library, the GPO Museum, the National Gallery and the National
Concert Hall, created our own book as part of a Fighting Words creative writing
workshop, competed in the Dublin Race Series Cross Country Event in the Bogies,
excelled in the Dublin Schools Indoor Relay Event, participated in the FAI Primary
School 5s Tournament, enjoyed a fun-filled Seachtain na Gaeilge and World Book Day,
shopped until we dropped in Siopa MHOC and answered a lot of questions as part of
the Credit Union Schools Quiz. That was busy! Is it any wonder we are all looking
forward to our holidays? Enjoy the newsletter!

Yours sincerely,

Renee Moran
Principal

Naionain Shoisearacha

We have had a very busy term in Junior Infants! An t-Earrach ata ann - spring has
sprung all around us. We have loved visiting our courtyard and school garden,
searching for the many signs of spring.

We celebrated World Book Day on Thursday, 5" March. It was a wonderful day and
we really enjoyed reading our favourite books from home with Rang a Tri. There were
even some very creative and interesting props!

Bhaineamar an-taitneamh as an Sed Beag sa halla - we thoroughly enjoyed
performing ‘Teidi Beag Bui’ and watching the other classes was very entertaining.
Wearing our éadar glasa made the day even more special.

In art, we created our very own spring lambs. We used white paint and our
thumbprints to decorate their bodies and added a little sprinkling of cotton wool on
top to bring them to life. Take a look at our beautiful masterpieces below!

Charlotte Naughton, Room 1 Maisie Lynch, Room 2

We wish you a happy and healthy Easter break.
Chaisc Shona Daoibh go Iéir 6 Naionain Shdisearacha.



Naionain Shinsearacha
We can't believe we have reached the end of Term 2! Time is flying in Senior Infants.

Seachtain na Gaeilge was our highlight so far! The “siopa” in Rang a Culig was a first
for our school, and we had great fun taking part. We bought lots of stationery items
and practised our Gaeilge with the siopaddiri. Some of the phrases we used included:

"Ba mhaith liom peann!”

"Ba mhaith liom peann luaidhe!”

"Ba mhaith liom scriosan!”

Why not try asking the siopaddir for sweets as Gaeilge the next time you are out and
about?

In SESE we have enjoyed learning about the famous explorer, Tom Crean!

Can you answer the following questions:
1. Where was Tom Crean born?
2. Where did he explore?
3. What did he receive for his acts of courage and bravery?

Flip for Answers!

] 3.

1.

In our Stay Safe programme, we have been learning about being kind, staying safe
and what to do if we face dangerous situations. Can your daughter remember the
Stay Safe rules?

e Say No!

e Get Away

e Tell

Here are two samples of our beautiful handwriting from
Eva Lynch Pejoska and Pippa O’Sullivan.
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Rang 1

First class have certainly been busy with learning this term and having fun! We are
looking forward to the Easter Holidays! Room 7 enjoyed a visit to the library for a
workshop focusing on using different everyday items to create movement. We also
wrote interesting colour poems. Each poem was very different and unique. Room 8
are working hard on their ‘eggstravagant’ Fabergé Easter eggs! For International
Women'’s Day, Room 8 wrote about all the fabulous women in their lives who inspire
them.

In maths we have been doing a lot of work with money and using different coins. We
enjoyed finding the costs of multiple items up to one euro.

In SESE, both classes have been learning about many different topics, such as Native
Irish Animals, Spring, baby animals born in Spring and we read the story The Brown
Bull of Cooley! Room 7 have been working very hard on their cursive handwriting, and
we are nearly finished learning all our cursive letters!

We also celebrated Seachtain na Gaeilge across the whole school. We enjoyed the
Ceili and the Sed Beag. We sang Paisti Oga. It was a great performance. Maith thd!
We hope everyone enjoys the break and has a lovely Easter. Caisc Shona Daoibh!

Have a look at some of our Easter jokes!
e What is the Easter bunny’s favourite song? “Don’t Worry, Be Hoppy.”
e How does the Easter Bunny stay fit? Eggs-ercise.
e What day does an Easter egg hate the most? Fry-day

Rang 2
Second Class have had a busy and fun term since January!

Some of us celebrated our First Confessions on Monday 9t March. This was a very
special evening for us.

Both classes have really enjoyed Book Club. We read Charlotte’s Web, The Giggler
Treatment and The Worst Witch Strikes Again. We loved being able to get to know
and work with girls in the other 2™ class, as well as enjoying some wonderful books!

We recently enjoyed Seachtain na Gaeilge — our highlights were ag dul ag
siopaddireacht i rang a clig, ag damhsa céili agus ag canadh an Hécai Pécai. Is maith
linn ag usaid Gaeilge.

In Ms O’Connor’s class we created our own book called “Sa Bhaile” each girl wrote
and illustrated a page and it is now in our class library. We think we might have some
future authors or illustrators in our midst!

In January, both classes made a trip to see the Picasso exhibition in the National
Gallery of Ireland — more about that elsewhere in the Nuacht na Scoile

Girls in Ms Glancy’s class worked very well together and completed wonderful projects
on Germany which they presented to other classes in school. We used books on
Germany which we borrowed from Cabra Library on our visit there and we also
researched facts on websites our teacher told us about.



Both classes are learning to play the tin whistle and we can already play notes and
some simple tunes.
We wish everyone a peaceful break, see you in April!
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Olive Corbett Williams

Rang 3

We've just wrapped up a very busy Term 2, filled with learning, creativity, and fun!
Our classes have been continuing their regular visits to the library, where we've
enjoyed exploring new books and building our love of reading. These library visits
have brought about a noticeable improvement in the girls’ desire to read.

For Seachtain na Gaeilge both classes played and sang Faoilean beautifully for the
whole school. The girls should be really proud of themselves! Room 12 paid a visit to
‘Fighting words’ and had a great time working together to write a very creative story
titled ‘Frank’s Greatest Wish'. Looking ahead, Room 11 are excited to be heading to
Fighting Words in May. This will be a great opportunity for everyone to get creative
and share their storytelling ideas!

The girls are working in groups to research their Netherlands projects and are also
learning about Anne Frank in history.

We have also been developing our debating skills in English. The girls have been
debating topics such as ‘Children should be in school all year round’. Unsurprisingly
the girls have plenty of opinions and aren’t afraid to share them, leading to some
lively discussions and a lot of laughter along the way. Well done to the girls for a
fantastic and productive term!
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Rang 4

We have had a very busy term in Prefab 7. We wrote our own procedural writing
pieces. We used the iPads to help research different recipes and instructions before
writing our own. We learned all about Brazil in SESE. Did you know Brazil is bordered
by 10 countries! We also created our own Amazon Rainforest Dioramas in pairs out of
recyclable materials. We showed them to all the classes in the school. We were really
proud of our artwork.

We enjoyed Seachtain na Gaeilge! We loved dancing with our buddy class, Ms Lynch’s
Senior Infants, during our ceili, loved performing ‘Shotgun’ at our Se6 Beag and
watching all the other performances! We attended Science Blast at the RDS in early
March. We had a great time and enjoyed the shows and other projects that were
there. Our question was ‘Does the genre of music affect our quality of exercise?’ We
found that yes it did affect us! Pop music was the best genre we listened to, then rock
and last was country music. Our judge was very impressed with all the hard work we
put into our experiments and poster that we won a trophy. Maith sibh cailini!

This term has been lots of fun in 4™ class Room 4. We did lots of exciting things! We
enjoyed singing 'Shotgun' as part of our Seo Bheag performance. We loved the Siopa
Gaeilge, Quiz and all aspects of Seachtaine na Gaeilge. We had 2 winners from our
class for the quiz!

We loved reading with Senior Infants on World Book Day. It has been a physically
active term in Room 4. We were proud to have runners represent the school at the
NAC taking part in relays. Additionally, we competed in trials for the upcoming Cross
Country competition. Congrats to all the girls who qualified and well done to all who
gave it a shot!

We have been learning about where our food and clothes are made in an effort to
become more cognisant of the supply chains involved. We created amazing projects
on different foods (avocadoes, bananas, chocolate and more). Come by room 4 to
have a look! We're currently working on another project around our clothes.

We are grateful to Fr. Liam for helping us prepare for Confession. The girls enjoyed
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. We are super excited for Easter and look forward to
the final term!

Kamri Delaney Rang 6



Rang 5
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Rang 5
This term has been full of exciting activities and memorable experiences for 5% Class.
Here are some of the highlights:

In English, both classes have been reading 7 Am David, engaging in thoughtful
discussions and developing their comprehension skills. As part of their procedural
writing, the girls planted sunflower seeds and wrote clear instructions on how to grow
them - we are all hoping they continue to grow over the Easter break! For World Book
Day, 5t Class welcomed both 1t Classes for paired reading, which was a lovely
opportunity to share stories together. The classrooms were transformed into a cosy
reading space with blankets, pillows, and even creative pillow forts!

Seachtain na Gaeilge was a huge success in 51 Class. The students ran their very own
Siopa, where other classes visited to buy stationery using their Irish. They also took
part in a fun quiz in the hall, sang a CMAT song for their Seo Beag, and dressed in
green for La Glas. A highlight of the week was a céili with 1st Class, where everyone
enjoyed music, dancing, and plenty of laughter.

In history, the children have been learning about the Bronze Age and had great fun
creating their own Bronze Age tools and sun discs. They are currently exploring the
topic of Native Americans and are using iPads to research and create mini-projects on
a tribe of their choice. They are also creating their own paper tipis. Did you know that
many Native American tribes relied heavily on the buffalo in their day to day lives?

5t Class were lucky to go on two fantastic school trips this term. They visited the GPO
Museum, where they learned all about Irish history in an interactive and engaging
way. They also had the opportunity to attend Music in the Classroom in the National
Concert Hall, where they experienced the power and excitement of a real live
orchestra - an unforgettable experience for all.

In art, students explored the famous landmarks around the world that light up for St.
Patrick’s Day. Inspired by this, they created beautiful drawings using pastels,
experimenting with colour and blending techniques to recreate these iconic scenes.

In Music, 5% Class have been working very hard as part of the school choir. They
continue to practise regularly in preparation for upcoming school events.

Overall, it has been a busy and joyful term, filled with learning, creativity, and
wonderful shared experiences. Well done to all of 5t Class for their continued effort
and positive attitude!



Rang 6

What a fantastic (and very busy) term we've had in 6% class, filled with lots of
learning, activities, and memorable experiences.

Some of the girls took on the challenge of their St. Dominic’s assessment this term
and we are so proud of their effort as they begin their journey towards secondary
school.

Sport has been a big highlight this term. We took part in a soccer blitz, where our two
school teams played against each other in a semi-final. This was a very exciting match
and great fun for everyone involved! We also had camogie trials, which saw fantastic
interest and enthusiasm from the girls. In addition, we participated in a rugby blitz
and had a great day full of energy and teamwork.

The girls preparing for Confirmation took part in their beautiful Ceremony of Light,
which was a very special and meaningful occasion.

We also headed off on a very interesting trip to Glasnevin Cemetery, where we
explored the lives of famous historical figures and visited Daniel O'Connell’s crypt, an
experience we won't forget!

During Seachtain na Gaeilge, the classroom was full of energy as we took part in a
céili and a Trath na gCeist. Bhi an-spraoi againn!

To finish off the term, we celebrated World Book Day with lots of great activities,
sharing our love of books and stories.

All in all, it has been a brilliant term - well done to all! We hope next term (as it is our
last one in MHOC) is even better!

Limericks From Ms Tyrrell Room 10
There once was a man from Down, There once was a Paddy’s Day parade in the street.

Who went to the parade in town. But my mam said, ‘We have to get some meat’'.
There was a pot of gold So we went to Tesco,

From a leprechaun oh so old, Which was full of pesto.

When he stole it, he found a crown!  Then we were late to our seats!

By Nina Lynch By Brooklyn Belle Keenan

There was a man from County Down, There once was a dog who danced,

He went to the parade in town. All day and night he pranced.

There was a leprechaun so small He knew how to move,

He felt very tall He boogied and grooved.

Which turned his frown upside down! His moves were so good he ended up in France.
By Olivia Hayes By Lottie Barnes

There once was a dog from Kerry There once was a dancer who tapped in the street,
Who didn’t smell so merry. Who clicked and clacked her feet.

He was in the parade She wore a nice green,

But was stolen by a maid! So she could be seen.

Then she named him ‘Katy Perry’. Until she was blocked by a seat.

By Molly Burdock and Ellen Prunty By Sofia Lawless



Science Blast — Rang 4

We had an amazing time at Science Blast. We enjoyed figuring out the science and
how things work. It was fun talking to the judge who was very nice.

Evie Benson and Lauren Dunne

We got to Science Blast at 9:00 a.m. We put our bags down and got in our group. Our
question was: Does the genre of music affect the quality of exercise we do? The answer
is yes. There were two shows and fun activities. We loved Science Blast.

Maia Eaton

We took the bus to the RDS. It was really cool seeing the different stands. We did
nine experiments. I enjoyed getting the plaque and talking to the judge.
Tessa Prendergast

We got on a bus. The bus was very fancy. We queued for two different games, one
was where you could battle against another to hit the most buttons. The other was to
get as many squishy balls as you can into a tub.

Then we all took it in turns to look after the stall. It was fun explaining to the judge
about our experiments. After a long day we finally went home but we didnt go home
empty-handed. We ended up getting a glass plaque.

Sally Greene

Fighting Words — Rang 3

I liked Fighting Words because we got to write our own books. It was very funny.
There was a magic door.

Julie Heffernan

We all loved the bus going back. It was a brilliant experience. The editor made us
laugh. Overall, it was good fun.
Ava Murphy

On our trip to Fighting Words we had so much fun. We made a book called ‘Frank’s
Greatest Wish’. All the volunteers were so nice. I hope we get to go there again. The
editor was so funny.

Zara Kane

First I would like to say Fighting Words is so much fun. You get to make your own
story with some helpers beside you to help. Overall, it was a great experience and
everyone is nice to you.

Nora Reilly

The trip to Fighting Words was brilliant. The editor was funny. There was a hidden space
in the book shelf. We made our own books. The volunteers were positive and kind.
Zoe Monaghan

I enjoyed Fighting Words because...

They let us experience ourselves in new ways. We learned how to write proper stories.
We used our imagination. It was a great experience overall.

Pippa O'Reilly



We went to Fighting Words on Tuesday, 10t March. I loved it because it helped open
my imagination. The editor was funny. Work hard because the next class might be you!
Penelope Keegan

National Gallery of Ireland — Picasso Exhibition Rang 2

I loved all the different styles of paintings. I liked that he could look at something and
paint a picture in a different way. I loved everything about his sculptures and pictures.
Aimee Walsh

We took the bus to town. We were split up into two groups. When we got there we
had our lunch. After we went in our groups and a tour-guide person helped us. There
were so many paintings done by Pablo Picasso. I even learned an interesting fact:
Pablo Picasso’s first word wasn’t ‘mama’ or ‘dad’. It was ‘pencil’.

Kara Curtin

In January we learned about Pablo Picasso. He was a famous Spanish painter. On 27t
January Ms O’Connor and some parents brought us to the National Art Gallery to see
his work. It was amazing to see and we had a fun day out.

Sadie Prendergast

We learned lots about Picasso, the famous artist. Picasso was born in Spain. Picasso
and his friend created Cubism, a modern style of art. Picasso had four children.
Paisley Kearney

In January my class went to the art gallery to see some of Picasso’s art. A tour guide
showed us around. Picasso did all kinds of art like sculptures and paintings. My
favourite piece was a lady with a huge nose! It was amazing.

Aideen O’Sullivan

On January 27" we went to the National Art Gallery to see some of Picasso’s famous
art. He created Cubism. He also made sculptures. The tour guides were really nice.
We really enjoyed seeing his famous art.

Maggie Hanlon

Last January we went to an exhibition about Picasso. We got to see his amazing art and
sculptures. It was so much fun. We had a very nice tour guide. Would recommend!!
Laoise Bradley

FAI 5-a-Side

On 5% March, fourteen girls from 6™ Class and two girls from 5™ Class went to Stella
Maris F.C. to represent our school in the FAI 5-a-Side Soccer Blitz. There were two
teams of eight with three rolling substitutes at all times. Both teams played
exceptionally well, making it through to the semi-final against each other. Mary, Help
of Christians A won 3-0 and made it to the final. The final was a great match with the
sun finally showing itself. Unfortunately the score board did not go our way but the
girls played like superstars! We thank both Ms Carr and Ms Tyrrell for all the effort
they put into the day.

Eve Taylor, Rang 5



School Attendance

If your child is not present at roll call, she will be marked absent and you will get a
notification on Aladdin Connect stating this. It is always necessary to let the school
know why your child is absent. This is easily done through Aladdin Connect.

If your child has an appointment and arrives late to school, she will be
marked absent if she is not present at roll call. You will receive a text
stating this. This will happen even if you have notified the school in
advance. Her class teacher will record that it was a late arrival, rather than
an absence for the full day.

We receive many queries regarding this point. We cannot mark a child present at roll
call if she isn't present in the school at that time.

If your child is frequently missing days from school when she is not ill, this will have a
negative impact on her overall progress for the year.

The following information is taken from the TESS website:

What is TESS?

TESS is Tusla Education Support Service and operates under the Education (Welfare)
Act, 2000, a piece of legislation that emphasises the promotion of school attendance,
participation and retention. TESS has three strands namely the Statutory Educational
Welfare Service (EWS) and the two school support services the Home School
Community Liaison Scheme (HSCL) and the School Completion Programme (SCP). The
three strands work together collaboratively with schools, families and other relevant
services to achieve the best educational outcomes for children and young people.

What is an Educational Welfare Officer?

Educational Welfare Officers (EWOs) are based throughout the country to offer advice
and guidance to parents who need support in ensuring that their child attends schools
regularly.

If the school is concerned about the attendance of your child, we can make a referral
to TESS. Once this referral is screened and assigned to the local EWO, the EWO will
contact the school to get a picture of what’s going on and to ensure that efforts have
been made by us to help the child. They will then contact the family and meet with
them. Home visits are an essential part of an EWQ'’s work and the first meeting with
an EWO very often opens up a pathway of solutions for a child and family needing
support. Once problems have been identified the EWO will work with those involved
to improve the situation for the child/young person.

What should I do if my child is absent from school?
You must tell the school that your child cannot attend and the reason why. This can
be done through Aladdin Connect.

Can I take my child on holidays during term time?

Taking a holiday during term time means that children miss important school time. It
may be difficult for them to catch up on work later on. As a result, they may fall
behind with school work and lose confidence in their abilities. TESS strongly advises
parents not to take their children out of school for holidays during term time.
www.tusla.ie/tess/national-school-attendance-campaign



http://www.tusla.ie/tess/national-school-attendance-campaign

Attendance Statistics for Term 2

January 93.5% present
February 93.3% present
March 93.4% at time of printing

Well done to the classes who have won the Attendance of the Month trophy in Term 1
and Term 2. Congratulations to Ms Hannelly’s 3" Class who had the best overall
attendance in Term 1. They enjoyed a very nice treat in school on Tuesday! We will
find out who this is for Term 2 on Friday...

Sacrament of Reconciliation

The girls in 2" Class received the Sacrament of Reconciliation on March 9t They had
prepared well and were looking forward to the evening. It won't be long until May 23
when they receive their First Holy Communion. We are all looking forward to that day.

Ceremony of Light
On March 10t the girls from 6t Class celebrated the Ceremony of Light. The girls and

their parents brought their Baptismal Candles. Once lit, the parents passed the candles
on to their daughters. This symbolised how parents were passing on the light of their
faith to their daughters. The ceremony also marks the fact that 6t Class are nearing
their Confirmation Day on April 24,

www.maryhelpofchristians.ie

Active School Week
Active School Week will take place in Term 3 from 13t — 17t April 2026. Prepare for
lots of fun activities!

Sponsored Walk
Our Parents’ Association has organised a Sponsored Walk as a school fundraiser on

Thursday, 16t April. Half of the proceeds will go towards a range of resources for all
the children in the school, including outdoor play items for the courtyard and live
theatre performances in the hall. The other half will go to Cystic Fibrosis Ireland to
help with their work. We will make use of the Phoenix Park, which is on our doorstep
and the more parents who help us out on the day, the merrier it will be!

Seachtain na Gaeilge
Bhaineamar go léir taitneamh as Seachtain na Gaeilge. Rinneamar an-iarracht Gaeilge

a labhairt i rith na seachtaine. Bhi an-spért againn ag muineadh, ag cleachtadh agus
ag canadh na hamhrain eagsula don Sed maidin Dé Déardaoin. Bhi céili againn freisin


http://www.maryhelpofchristians.ie/

agus leis an fhirinne a ra, bhi na cailini nios fearr na ‘Dancing with the Stars’! Agus
céard faoin Siopa MHOC? Fuair gach duine ‘bargains’ ann! Ta Gaeilge ag gach duine
againn!

www.maryhelpofchristians.ie

Todd’s Child Care

Todd'’s run a 'Breakfast Club’ in the school hall each morning. They also provide a
'Sibling Hour’ from 1:30 — 2:30 p.m. in MHOC and afterschool care in St John Bosco
Senior Boys’ School from 2:30 p.m. If you think that these services would help your
family arrangements, please contact Todd’s Child Care directly:

Email: Toddsafterschool@gmail.com
Tel: 085 268 5513

Dates for your Diary

Monday, 13t April School reopens

Thursday, 16t April Sponsored Walk

Friday, 24™ April Sacrament of Confirmation
Friday, 1%t May Family Friday

Monday, 4t — Friday, 8t May School Closure - May Holiday
Tuesday, 12t May Primary Curriculum Day
Saturday, 23 May First Holy Communion
Monday, 15t June June Bank Holiday

Friday, 26t June 6t Class Graduation
Tuesday, 30™ June Summer Holidays at 12 noon

We hope that everyone in our school community enjoys the Easter Holidays
and that all the girls and their families have a well-earned rest.
We will see you all again on Monday, April 13t at 8.50 a.m.
Enjoy the chocolate!

o ey ol


http://www.maryhelpofchristians.ie/
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