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How to Design your Poster

As well as writing your results in a report book you also have to design a poster. Before you decide what to
include in your poster check out the size and shape of the display board that is available. The size and
shape may vary from one SciFest regional venue to another.

Remember

« A good design attracts viewers’ attention to your project and then guides their understanding of the
information you wish to convey.

« You cannot include everything in the poster. It has to be thorough, but not too crowded. Keep it simple.

« The best posters will include images, charts, and pictures.

« Limit your design to two or three colours. Use tints and shades of these. A large number of colours
make designs seem less planned and inconsistent.

« Your text should be large and clear. Use a font size of at least 16 points for the text on your display
board, so that it is easy to read from at least a metre away.

« Pick only one or two fonts for the text so your display will look consistent. A large number of fonts, like
too many colours, can seem disjointed and confusing.

« Avoid writing words vertically as this will reduce readability.

« All capitals is less readable than standard text, so if you choose to use it, do so only with small
guantities of text, such as titles.

« Make sure all your pieces are cut out with straight lines (use a ruler) as this will make your presentation
look more polished and professional.

« Narrow columns of text are easier to read than wide columns of text. Left-justified or full-justified text is

easier to read than centred text (for longer items).
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Some Additional Tips

» Make sure you are standing just off to the side of your
project so that everyone can see your poster when they

walk up.

» Get people to proofread your work.
» Judges will notice if a display has grammar and spelling errors.

There are lots of downloadable support materials
on the SciFest website, www.scifest.ie

These include:
» A booklet of project ideas and a second booklet of project ideas for the EirGrid Cleaner Climate Award

» A'STEM by Inquiry’ module suitable for Transition Year students

» A ‘Guide to Doing a SciFest Project
» PowerPoint presentations (including a Boston Scientific Medical Devices Award presentation), Videos,

and lots more.

Contact Details:

M: 086 379 6143
E: info@scifest.ie Boston
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